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To the Right Honourable 

G E O R G E, 

E a r l of Hj4L L I FAX, 



V 



Vifcount S U N B U R Y, 

Firft Lord Commiffioner of Trade and. Plantations, 



My Lord, 



I 



Beg Your favourable Acceptance of this fliort 
Account of the ancient- and prefent State of 
the Province of New-Tor k. 



It is not prefented for Your LordJbip 9 s Informa- 
tion. — All the World knows, that the Affairs of 

A a % the 



D *!*Wqg tfa? Fb °3f . 

the Britijb Colonies, have been, for feveral Years 
paft, under Your principal Diredion j and the Wif- 
dom of the Meafures purfued for their Profperity. 
and Defence, are indifputable Arguments of Your 
Acquaintance with their Condition. 

Nor am I induced to infcribe thefe Pages to 
Your Lordjhip, by Intereft, the common Motive to 
Addreffes of this Kind. — Being therefore unin- 
fluenced by the Principle, I (hall not follow the 
Example of Dedicators ; but fupprefs thofe Senti- 
ments concerning Your Lordjbip, which wpuld,;ne- 
verthelefs, give Offence only to Yourfelf, and to 
thofe who envy Your Talents and Vour Virtues, 
and are Enemies to their EfFe£ts, Your Reputation 
and Your Power. 

My Lord, Your ardent Attention to the Ameri- 
can Plantations, and afliduous Labours for their 

Protection 



DEDICATION. 

Prote&ion and Growth, have laid us under the 
moft indifpenfible Obligations to Gratitude. 

Your JLordJhip will therefore excufe me for 
embracing this Opportunity to make a publick De- 
claration of the deep Senfe I have of Your kind 
Offices to my Country, and to do myfelf the Ho- 
nour of teftifying, that 

lam. 



My Lord, 
Tour Lord/hip 9 s 9 

moft obedient, and 



New-York, 
15 June, 1756. 



moft humble Servant, 



William Smith. 
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P R E F A C E. 



TjT/^HOEFER confiders the Number and JLxtent of the 
~- Britifh Colonies, on this Continent \ their Climates, Soil, 
Ports, Rivers, Riches, and numberlefs Advantages, mufi be convinced 
of their vajt Importance to Great-Britain ; and be at a lofs to ac~ 
count for the Ignorance concerning: them, which prevails in tho/e 
Kingdoms, whence their Inhabitants originally fprang. 'The Mer- 
chants indeed, by profitable Experience, have not been altogether 
unacquainted with our Trade and our Growth ; and fome Gentle- 
men of an inquifitive Turn, by the Help of their Correfpondents, 
have obtained the Knowledge of many other Particulars equally 
important. But the main Body of the People conceive of thefe 
Plantations, under the Idea of wild, boundlefs, inhofpitable, un- 
cultivated Defarts ; and hence the Punijhment of a Tranfporta- 
tion hither, in the Judgement of mojl, is thought not much lefs 
fevere, than an infamous Death. Nay, appealing to Facls, we 
may fafely ajfert, that even the publick Boards, to whofe Care thefe 
extenfive Dominions have been more efpecially commited, attained, 
but lately, any tolerable Acquaintance with their Condition. This 
is the more to be wondered at, as it is natural to imagine, that 
the King s Governours have Jlatedly tranfmited full Accounts of 
their refpeSlive, Provinces. The Cafe has been quite: otherwife. 

G<raernme.ivu 



viii THE PREFACE. 

Governments were heretofore too often beftowed upon Men of mean 
Parts, and indigent Circumftances. The former were incapable 
of the Tajk, and the latter tdo deipljl engrojfed by the fordid Views 
of private Inter eft, either to purfue or ftudy our common WeaL 
The worft Confequences have refulted from thefe Meafures. Per- 
petual Animofities being engendered betwee'M the Gotietinours, {and 
the People fubjeBed tat heir Authority; ^ll^Attemph Jpr conciMr 
aftrig the prtendjhip of the Indians, promoting the Fur Trade^ 
fecuring the Command of the Lakes , protesting the Frontier 's, and 
extending our PoJJeJftons far into the Inland Country 9 havitoo 
often given Place to party ProjeSfs and donlraBed Schemes, i^w*t 
ly ufelefs and J Jhamefal. The ConduB of the French . has been 
juft the reverfe : in Spite of all the Dif advantages of a cold Cli- 
mate, a long and dangerous Navigation up the River of St, Law- 
rence, a rough, barren, unfettled ^Country > locked up front. all 
Communication with the Ocean, the great eft. Part of the Year ; J 
fay, notwithftanding thefe Difficulties, they have feized all the Ad- 
vantages, which we have neglected. The Continent) for many 
hundred Leagues, has been thoroughly explored^ the main- Pajfes 
fortified, innumerable Tribes of Indians, either won over, to their 
Intereft f, fubdued or bridled, the Fur Trade engrojfed, a Com** 
munication maintained between the Extremes of New-France* the. 
Britifh Colonies reftr idled to f cant Limits along the Sea Shore, and. 
nothing left remaining for the Eftablijhment of a vaft Em~ 
pire, but to open a free Water Pajfage to the Qcean x ,by the Con-, 
queft of the Province of New- York. '!'.;,-.. 

. If the Governours of thefe Plantations hadfoffnerly been ani- 
mated by the fame generous and extenftve Views\ which infpired 

* " Encore moins peupie." Charlevoix., '* le fecict degagncrl'afftdicmdcs Ame- 
•fr u Notre nation, la feule, - qui ait eu. " ciquains." Charlevoix. 
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Mr, Bm^et^ *be\?long \proje8ed Difignt of our egninmi^Bnen^ 
might, <witb the Asa[ of Great-Britain,, have heen many Te&rs&go\ 
fupplanted, or at leaft defeated, at a trifling Expence*- Baa alas I 
iitth,.^^le,^AtttntionJ>as been badtotbe^impdriknt'A^s ) 
till the Jate Encroachments on the River Ohio, m-tf&PH&tke a) 
Penhiylvania, gave the Alarm, and the Miniftry Wre'topprifea 
of, the firench Machinations, by the feafimble Repktfkkdiionsyf 
General Shirley* Jtnd if/ the CofofJee Ineve 'item attrW*d ***W& 
the nfvhis Mafeftywtd his Parliament^ *their gr^ifui J&kh&w- 
lodgements ar\ due principally tf the neb^LoMf io tbbbm theft 
Sheets ore dedicated; for bis< laud^En^utHet, m>*foi* &dti$ 
and %s\ indkfwgM-Zem r a*d$nduftry 'j&\fb*W&fam>af& 
Prtf&ity.- ■ ' . '■ ■'.-?.■'■ --a V v .i, ?:•*,,>. "\* ■m-.v.-U v-\v\\ 




tbtWUfort of hisP^e\^^^a^li)y : i»&arlimfa,J#ffeb%$ 
ed vbitb a generous 'fy^atfy^fth 1th 'Diftreffes of A&Sfr*WAi* 
Subfe&s, in.. all their Difperftons'^ : Ondbj a ' wfi > Im^prWbnimifc 
the Britifh Aids, it is hoped, -faVftaWdf* .»'te;{y*<rftrfoe\$ArW 
Confluences of our long, fieprMcifuly and™J*nJ&r-8&fot^ 
. Formerly the Colonies were \at Mime diJregaha^^na^di^ft^Y 
nor can any other Reafin He affigned for &\. tjM t£ut Mtymri 
unknown: . >Tbis is y in d*gre*fifiegtree,teSeiwputerf 
If ounGaaernours withheld theft InformMhn^^nch *&er&s$ 
required them to have given, Perfons of private CbhutBertou^t^ 
to have undertaken that, ufeful and nwffivyt Tafia 'iBult,- except- 
ftme Accounts of tlbe Sett^eMi'SinftAk 
Virgipia^iatf the other Hiftoriestf our Pk&tatfons kpo# the.Con^ 
tinent are little elft than Colle&ions of Faljhpods, and worfe than. 
none. That this Charge dgdinft ihofi ' fub)tfhed concerning this; 
,'\\ * Province^ 



ft T H IS P ItflE'F A O B. 

Pwfccti in patfkufar,; can $e full$jkpporied,\lpevfua3e ftty~ 
filfy. w& tncmte^dhfy appear from. the foUewtqry Seminary, . 
concerning vibkh vlfbatijtyajtaiDlWofij** ■■■. ■ "« ^-va, .• ■•/, 

fy A& *f:^e.ntkly y iw 

lMW* r 4t*m the Du&l of^tntfdfiwkity 

«*#£ «£ frhkcffir&tfii&wfi v wx # ifow^ #* hfiritBmL, of 

*& /r/^ Minutes of Council, and read over many of the Mefrroh 
wM^Km&fs Qjfe- ■ &(** *hef* MibentkkMdtomlb the 

^. J$fj6 ( Jtaft .vitrei WW* w^*k*p&kvtbt : ^mq&JaM 
&Jftli4n6 r . antecedent fo tk* j?<*«* ^-fcjifcriejk i» £697$ /;<»• 
i^d^mokiihral j&kn^dgitfetfi^Ifr^Gdldca, ,theAu^ 
tkw*ifik&f/bw t 4ftk^ •:. vA -' i- ::u - \ 

Afr. Ak*wyfc*y ^G^kn^^wnq* ipthe Laiv? andtqtwify 
qytto£u*jbt4 1 fir faMumantifc Gener*#tjt t great Abilities, and 
kummhk Stationti fmppfyd , me w'&jfottt . etfefid Papers $ and 
hat'kft&fbirtdlnma Qdktfim y tk&wiU he wrjffervkeahh^^any 
Q&tleman* who may hex^af^Jmfine^ila vcittimtesthis Marraftve\ 
tkrmghth&.Admhtfaatmt^.if.MK 

*mmr Clarke. Iht Jjpamght of t&t JKM mkw^n^be^ a* 
theTimeof Mr* Alexander'* DtEeaf** i^an&vberefi**? atjr^ 
ver faffed under his. Exdmmutibn y wus^hnpe^neA^Mt^'^an 
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lofty which his long and intimate Acquaintance with the Affairs of. 
this Province would have enabled him tofupply. 

When I began to frame this Digeft, it was only intended for 
private Ufe ; and the Motives which now induce me to publijh it, 
are the Gratification of the prefent Thirft in Great-Britain after 
American Intelligences : contributing, as far as this Province is 
concerned^ to an accurate Hiftory of the Britifh Empire * in this 
Quarter of the World ; and the ProfpeSt of doing fome ftnall 
Service to my Country ', by laying . before the Publick a fummary 
Account of its firfl Rife and prefent State, 

Influenced by thefe Views y I am not fo regardlefsof the jfudge- 
ment of others, as not to wijh it may be, in fome Meafure, accept- 
able. To pleafe all Sorts of Readers I know is impoffible : he who 
writes with fuch Hopes , is a Stranger to human Nature, and will 
be infallibly difappointed. My Defign is rather to ^ inform than 
pleafe. He who delights only in Pages jb'ining with illuftrious 
Characters , the Contentions of Armies, the Rife and Pall of Em- 
pires, and other grand Events, muft have Recourfe to the. great 
Authours of Antiquity. A Detail of the little Tranfaflions, 
which concern a Colony, fcant in its JurifdiSlion, andftillftruggling 
with the Difficulties naturally attending its infant State, to Gen- 
tlemen of this Tafte can furnift) no Entertainment. The enfuing 
Narrative (for it deferves not the Name of a Hiftory, though for 
Brevity s Sake I have given it that Title) prefent s us only a regular 
Thread of fimple Fails ; and even thofe unembellijbed with Reflec- 
tions, becaufe they themfelves fuggeft the proper Remarks, and moft 

* As the Provinces arc different in their pected, till Gentlemen of Leifure, will 

Conftitutions, and with Refpect to Go- draw up particular Accounts, of the re- 

vernment, independent of each other ; fpective Colonies, with which they are 

no general Hiftory of Amtrica can be ex- acquainted. 

... . , 5 Readers 
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lleaderi^Bill dtubtkfs h beft plmfed wifh their own. The [acred 
Laws of Truth have been infringed neither by pofitive Affer turns, 
Vblique, infidious, Hints, wilful Suppreffions, or corrupt Mi/re- 
fintation. To avoid any Cenfures of this Kind, no Reins have been, 
given to a wanton Imagination, for the Invention of plaufible 
Tales, fupported only by light Probabilities ; but choofing rather 
to be hone ft and dull, than agreeable andfalfe, the true Import 'of 
my Vouchers hath been J9r icily adhered to and regarded. 

With RefpeB to its Style, the Cri ticks, in that Branch of Lite- 
rature, are at full Liberty to condemn at their Pleafure. The 
main XJfe of Language is to exprefs our Ideas. To write in the 
gttyi pleafing, Pomp of DiBion is above my Capacity. If any 
are difp'ofed to blame me for being too verbofe, let it be remembered 
that this is the indefeafible Right of my Profejjion, founded upon 
immemorial Prefcription. Perfpicuity is all I have endeavoured 
to maintain, nor am I at Leifure tofludy any higher Attainments 
in Language. The Errours of the Prefs will doubtlefs be many, 
but for thefe I Jhall hardly be thought accountable, as my re- 
mote Diftance deprives me of all Opportunities of examining th» 
Proofs. \ ( 



THE 



THE 

H I S TORY 

OF 

NEW-YORK. 

PARTI. 

From the Difcovery of the Colony to the Surrender in 1664. 

^CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, a Genoefe, employed by Ferdinand 
\j and Ifabel, King and Queen of Caftile, was the firft DUcoverer of 
America *. He failed from St. Lucar in Auguft 1492, and made Sight 
of one of the Bahama Iflands, on the eleventh of OStober following. New- 
foundland, and the main Continent, were difcovered five Years after, by 
Sebaftian Gabato, a Venetian, in the Service of Henry VII. of England, from 
the 38 th to the 68 th Degree of north Latitude. 

On the tenth of April 1606, King James I. for planting two Colonies, 
paSed the great North and South Virginia Patent. To Sir Thomas Gates and 
others, Leave was given to begin a Plantation, at any Place on the Conti- 
tent, they fhould think convenient, between the 34 th and 41* Degrees of 
Latitude : and all the Lands extending 50 Miles, on each Side, along the 
Coaft, 100 Miles into the Country, and all the Iflands within 100 Miles, 
oppofite to their Plantations, were granted in Fee, to be called the Firft 
Colony. By the fame Patent, a like Quantity was granted to Thomas Hen- 
bam, Efq; and others, for a Plantation between 38 and 45 Degrees of La- 

* Some Authors aUedge, that Columbus firft Chrtftopher Columbus failed, before his Brother 

offered his Services to the Republic of Genoa ; Bartholomew had laid the Project before the 

then to John 11. of Portugal, and afterwards to King, which was owing to his falling into the 

our King Henry VII j but this difagrees with Hands of Pirates on his Way to England. 



Lord Bacon's Account, who informs us, that 



B titude, 
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titude, under the Name of the Second Colony. The firft began a Settlement 
in the great Bay {Cheaf apeak) in 1607. The latter was planted at Plymouth 
in New-England, 1620. 

-Henry Hudfon, an Englifhman, according to our* Authors, in the Year 
1608*, under a Commiflion from the King his Mafter, difcovered Long 
IJland, New-York, and the River which ftill bears his Name ; and after- 
wards fold the Country, or rather his Right, to the Dutch. Their Writers 
contend, that Hudfon was fent out by the Eaft-India Company in 1609, to 
difcover a North- weft Paflage to China •, and that having firft difcovered 
Delaware Bay, he came hither, aitd penetrated up Hudpris River, 'as far 
North as the Latitude of 43 . If is faid, however, that there was a Sale, 
and that the Englijh objefted to it, though they for fome Time negle&ed to 
oppofe the Dutch Settlement of the Country. 

In 16 10, Hudfon failed again from Holland to this Country, called by the 
Dutch j New-Netherlands ; and four Years after, the States General granted 
a Patent to fundry Merchants, for an exclufive Trade on the North River*, 
who in 1 6 14 built a Fort, on the Weft Side, near Albany \ which was firft 
commanded by Henry Cbrijiiaens. Captain Argal was fent out by Sir Tho- 
mas Dale* Governour of Virginia* in the feme Year, to difpoflefe the French 
of the two Towns of Port-Royal and St. Croix, lying on each Side of the 
Bay of Fundy in Acadia, then claimed as Part of Virginia -f. In his Re- 
turn, he vifited the Dutch on Hudfon s River, who being unable to refill him, 
prudently fubmited for the prefent to the King of England, and under him 
to the Governour of Virginia. The very next Year, they ere&ed a Fort 
on die South-weft Point of the Ifland Manhattans, and two others in 1623 r 
one called Good-Hope, on ConneSicut River, and the other Naffau, on the 
Eaft Side of Delaware Bay. The Author of the Account of New-Netber~ 
land % aflerts, that the Dutch purchafed the Lands cm both Sides of that 

• Charlevoix, a French Jefuk, Author of the * van Virginia, Neiuw Necferland," &c. and 

General Hiftory of New France, thinks this was printed at Amflerdam in 165 1. It contains 

Difcovcry . was in 1609, VoL I. 12* Edition, two Defcriptions of the Dutch Pofleffions. The 

p. 221 . But Stith, Douglafs, Oldmixon, and other firft is a Copy of that publifhed by John De Laet 

Englijh Writers agree, that Hudfon 9 s firft Voyage at Leyden. The fecond gives a View of this 

was in the . preceding Year. Country feveral Years after, in 1649. A (hort 

f Charlevoix places this Tranfaftion in 161 3. Reprefentation of the Country of the Maba- 

Vol. I. Hift. of N. France in 12% p. 210. But kuafe Indians, written in 1644, by John Mega- 

Stith, whom I follow, being a Clergyman in polenfts, jun. a Dutch Minifter refiding here, is 

^Virginia, had greater Advantages of knowing annexed to that Part of the Pamphlet concern- 

the Truth than the French Jefuit. ing Ncu-Nctherland* 

% The Pamphlet is entitled, " Befchry vinghe 

River 
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River in 1632, before the Englijh were fettled in thofe Parts ; and that they 
difcovered a little frefh River, farther to the Eaft, called varjche Riviertie, to 
<ttftinguifti it from OmnedHcut River, known among them, by the Name of 
varjche Rivier, which Vanderdonk alfo claims for the Dutch. 

Determined upon the Settlement of a Colony, the States General made a 
Grant of the Country, in 1621, to the Weft-India Company. Wouter Van 
^twiller, arrived at Fort-Amfterdam, now New-Tori, and took upon himfelf 
the Government in June 1629. His Style, in the Patents granted by him, 
was thus, " We Director and Council, refiding in New-Netherland on the 
" Ifland Manhattans, under the Government of their High Mightinefles, the 
€< Lords States General of the United Netherlands, and the Privileged Weft- 
€C India Company." In his Time the New-England Planters, extended their 
Pofleffion Weftward as far as Connecticut River. Jacob Van Curlet, the Com- 
raiflary there, protefted againfl it, and in the fecond Year of the fucceeding 
Adminiiiration, under 

William Kuft*, who appears firft in 1638, a Prohibition was iffued, 
forbiding the Englijh Trade at Fort Good-Hope , and fhortly after, on Com- 
plaint of the Infolence of the Englijh, an Order of Council was made for 
fending more Forces there, to maintain the Dutch Territories. Dr. Mather 
confefies, that the New-England Men, firft formed their Defign of fettling 
Qmne&icut River in 1635, before which Time, they efteemed that River, at 
leaft 100 Miles from any Englijh Settlement ; and that they firft feated 
themfelves there in 1636, at Hartford, near Fort Good-Hope, at Weathersfield, 
Windfor, and Springfield. Four Years after, they feized the Dutch Garrifon, 
and drove them from the Banks of the River, having firft fettled New- 
Haven in 1638, regardlefs of Reiffs Proteft againft it. 

The Extent of New-Netherland, was to Delaware, then called South River 
and beyond it ; for I find, in the Dutch Records, a Copy of a Letter from 
William Kieft, May 6, 1638, directed to Peter Minuit f, who feems, by the 

* We have no Books among our Dutch Re- guife, by employing his Men in eredtng a Fort* 

cords remaining in the Secretary's Office, relating The fame Hiftorian informs us, of the Murder 

to State Matters, before Kieffs Time, nor any of feveral Dutch Men, at South River, by the /»- 

Enrolment of Patents, till a Year after Van dians, occafioned by a Quarrel, concerning the 

Twiller arrived here. Mr. Jacob Goeltt fupplied taking away the States Arms, which the former 

us with feveral Extrafts from the Dutch Records, had ereded at the firft Difcovery of that Country ; 

f The anonymous Dutch Author of the De- in refenting which, an Indian had been killed. If 

fcription ot New-Netherland in 1649, calls him Kieft's Letter alludes to this Affair, then Minuit 

Adinnewits; and adds, that in 1638 he arrived preceded VanTwiller, in the chief Command 

at Delaware with two Veflels, pretending that here; and being perhaps difobliged by the Dutch, 

he touched for Refrefhment in his Way to the entered into the Service of the Queen of Sweden. 
Weft-Mies i but that he foon threw off the Dif- 

B 2 Tenor 
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Tenor of it, to be the Swedi/h Gbvernour of New-Sweden, aflcrting, " that 
cc the whole South River of New-Netherlands > had been in the Dutch Pof- 
<c feflion many Years above and below, befet with Forts, and fealed with 
•" their Blood." Which Kieft adds, has happened even during your Admi- 
riiftration cc in New-Netherland, and fo well known to you," 

The Dutch Writers are not agreed in the Extent of Nova Belgia or New- 
Netherland j fome defcribe it to be from Virginia to Canada ; and others in- 
form us, that the Arms of the States General were erefted at Cape Cod, 
Connecticut, and Hudforis River, and on the Weft Side of the Entrance into 
Delaware Bay. The Author of the Pamphlet mentioned in the Notes gives 
Canada River for a Boundary on the North, and calls the Country, North- 
Weft from Albany, Terra Incognita. 

In 1640, the Engli/h, who had overipread the Eaftern Part of Long IJland y 
advanced to Oyjlerbay. Kieft broke up their Settlement in 1642, and fited 
out two Sloops to drive the Englifo out of Schuylkill, of which the Mary- 
landers had lately pofleffed themfelves. The Inftrudtions, dated May 22, to 
Jan Jan/en Alpendatn, who commanded in that Enterprife, are upon Record, 
and ftrongly aflert the Right of the Dutch, both to the Soil and Trade 
there. The Engli/h from the Eaftward fhortly after fent Deputies to New- 
Amjlerdam, for the Accommodation of their Difputes about Limits, to 
whom the Dutch offered the following Conditions, entered in their Books 
exaftly in thefe Words : 

" Conditiones a D. Difeftore Gen. fesnatuys Novi Belgii, Dominis Wey^ 
" tingh atque Hill, Delegatis a nobili Senatu Hartfordienfi, oblatae : 

iC Pro Agio noftro Hartfordienfi, annuo perfolvent Prsepotentiff. D.D. 

" Ordinibus Feed. Provinciarum Belgicarum aut eorum Vicariis, decimam 

" Partem Reventtis Agrorum,tum Aratro, turn Ligone, aliove Cultorum me- 

" dio -, Pomariis, Hortifq; Oleribus dicatis, Jugerum Hollandium non exce- 

" dentibus exceptis j aut Decimarum Loco, Pretium nobile poftea conftituen- 

<c dum, tam diu quam diu pofleflbres ejufdem Agri futuri erunt. A6him in 

<c Arce Amftelodamenfi in novo Belgio Die Julii 9 Anno Chrifti 1642." 

We have no Account that the Engli/h acceded to thefe Propofals, nor is 
it probable, confidering their fuperior Strength, that they ever did : on the 
contrary, they daily extended their Poffeflions, and in 1 643 the Colonies of 
the MaJJ'achufefs Bay, Plymouth, Connecticut, and New-Haven, entered into a 
League both againft the Dutch and Indians, and grew fo powerful as to 
meet fhortly after, upon a Defign of extirpating the former. The Maffa- 

chufefs 
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cbufet's Bay declined this Enterprife, which occafioned a Letter to Oliver 
Cromwell from William Hooke, dated at Ne-w-Haven, November 3, 1653, in 
which he complains of the Dutch, for fupplying the Natives with Arms and 
Ammunition, begs his Afliftance with two or three Frigates, and that Let- 
ters might be fent to the Eaftern Colonies, commanding them to join in an 
Expedition againft the Dutch Colony. Oliver's Affairs would not admit of 
£o diftant an Attempt *, but Richard Cromwell afterwards drew up In- 
ftru&ions to his Commanders for fobduing the Dutch here, and wrote Let- 
ters to the Engli/h American Governments for their Aid ; Copies of which 
are preferved in tburloe's Colle6tion, Vol, I.'p. 721, &c. 

Peter Stuyvefant was the laft Dutch Governour, and tho' he had a Com- 
million in 1646, he did not begin his Administration till May 27, 1647. 
The Inroads and Claims upon his Government, kept him constantly em- * 
ployed. New-England on the Eaft, and Maryland on the Weft, alarmed 
his Fears by their daily Increafe; and about the fame Time Captain Fcrrejler, 
a Scotchman, claimed Long IJland for the Dowager of Stirling. The Swedes 
too were perpetually incroaching upon Delaware. Through the Unfkilful- 
nefs of the Mate, one Defwyck, a Swedijh Captain and Supercargo arrived 
in Raritan River. The Ship was feized, and himfelf made a Prifoner at 
New-Amjlerdam. Stuyvefanfs Reafons were thefe. In 165 1, the Dutch built 
Fort Cafimir, now called Newcajlle, on Delaware. The Swedes, indeed, 
claimed the Country, and Printz their Governour formally protefted againft 
the Works. Rifingh, his Succeflbr, under the Dilguife of Friendfhip, came 
before the Fortrefs, fired two Salutes, and landed 30 Men, who were enter- 
tained by the Commandant as Friends ; but he had no fooner difcovered the 
Weaknefs of the Garrifon, than he made himfelf Mafter of it, feizing alfo 

♦ The War between him and the States, " Cities, and Towns, under the Dominions of 

which began in July 1652, was concluded by a ** each, without Dutin&ion of Places, together 

Peace on the fifth of April 1654. The Treaty " with their People and Inhabitants of whatfo- 

makes no particular Mention of this Country. " ever Degree/' 
If any Part of it can be confidered as relating to 

• the American Pofleflions, it is to be found in the II. " That hereafter all Enmity, Hoftility, 

two firft Articles, which are in thefe Words : " Difcord, and Contention, betwixt the faid 

" Imprimis, It is agreed and concluded, that, * c Republics, and their People and Subjects, 

«< from this Day forwards, there be a true,firm, <c fhall ceafe, and both Parties (hall hencefor- 

«« and inviolable Peace, a fincere, intimate and " forwards abftain from the commiting all 

« c clofe Friendfhip, Affinity, Confederacy, and " Manner of Mifchief, Plunder, and Injuries, 

** Union, betwixt the Republic of England and " by Land, by Sea, and on the frefli Waters, 

" the States General of the United Provinces of " in all their Lands, Countries, Dominions, 

«* the Netherlands, and the Lands, Countries, " Places, and Governments whatfoever." 

upon 
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upon all the Ammunition, Houfes, and other Effefts of the Wefi-InMa Com- 
pany, and compelling feveral of the People to fwear Allegiance to Cbrijlina 
Queen of Sweden. The Dutch* in 1655, prepared to retake Fort Cqfimir. 
Stuyvejant commanded the Forces in Perfon, and arrived with them in Dela- 
ware the 9th of September. A few Days after, he anchored before the 
Garrifon, and landed his Troops. The Fortrefe was immediately de- 
manded as Dutch Property : Suen Scutz, the Commandant, defired Leave to 
confutt Rijkgh, which being refufed, he furrendered the 16th of Septem- 
ber on Articles of Capitulation. The whole Strength of the Place con- 
lifted of four Cannon fourteen Pounders, five Swivels, and a Parcel of 
iraall Arms, which were all delivered to the Conquered. Fort CbriJHna 
was commanded by RiftngL Stuyvejant came before it, and Riftngh fur- 
xendered it upon Terms the 25th of September. The Country being thus* 
fuhdued, the Dutch Governour iffued a Proclamation, in Favour of fuch of 
the Inhabitants, as would fiibnait to the new Government* and about 50 
Swedes fwore, " Fidelity and Obedience to the States General, the Lords 
* c Direflors of the Weft-India Company, their Subalterns of the Province of 
" New-Netherlands ', and the Director General then, or thereafter, to be 
"" eftahlifhed." Rijingh and one Elfwych, a Trader of Note, were ordered 
to France, or England, and the Reft of the Swedijb Inhabitants to Holland, 
and from thence to Gottenberg. The Swedes being thus extirpated, the 
Dutch became poffeffed of the Weft-fide of Delaware Bay, now called 
The three lower Counties. 

This Country was afterwards under the Command of Lieutenant- 
Go vernours, fubjeft to the Controul of, and commiffioned ^by, the Di- 
rector General at New-Arnjlerdam. Joban Paul Jaquet was the firft Vice- 
Direftor, or Lieutenant-Governor, of South River. His Succeflbrs were 
jilricks, Hino/oja, and William Beekman. The Pofterity of the laft remains 
amongft us to this Day. Thefe Lieutenants had Power to grant Lands, 
and their Patents make a Part of the ancient Titles of the prefent Pof- 
feffors. Alrick's Commiflion, of the 12th of April 1657, fhews the Extent 
of the Dutch Claim on the Weft-fide of Delaware at that Time. He was 
appointed " Dire&or General of the Colony of the South River of New- 
" Netherlands, and the Fortrefs of Cqfimir ', now called Niewer Amftel, with 
" all the Lands depending thereon, according to the firft Purchafe and 
" Deed of Releafe of the Natives, dated July 19, 1651, beginning at the 
" Weft-fide of the Minquaa, or Chriftina Kill, in the Indian Language 
" named Sufpecough, to the Mouth of the Bay, or River called Bompt-Hook, 



" m 
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cc in the Indian Language Cannareje; and fo far inland as the Bounds and 
<c Limits of the Minquaas Land, with all the Streams, &c. Appurtenances, 
cc and Dependencies/' Of the Country Northward of the. Kill; no Mention 
is made. Orders in 1658 were given to William Beekman to purchafe Capr 
Hinlopen from the Natives, and to fettle and fortify it, which, for Want of 
Goods was not done till the fucceeding Year. 

In the Year 1659, frefh Troubles arofe from the Maryland Claim to the 
Lands on South River -, and in September Colortel Nathaniel title'; as Com- 
miffioner from Fendal Lord Baltimore's Governour, arrived at Niewer Amfiel 
from Maryland. The Country was ordered to be evacuated, Lord Baltimore 
claiming all the Land, between 38 and 40 Degrees of Latitude, from Sea 
to Sea. Beekman and his Council demanded Evidence of his Lordihip'^ 
Right, and offered to prove the States General's Grant to the Weft-India . 
Company, theirs to them, Payment for the Land and Pofleffion -, and upon 
the Whole propofed to refer the Controverfy to the Republics of England 
and Holland, praying at the fame Time, three Weeks to confult Stuyvefant, 
lite General. The Commiffioner notwithftandirig, a few Days after, warned 
him to draw off, beyond the Latitude of 40 : but Beekman disregarded the 
Threat. Colonel Utie thereupon returned to Maryland, and an immediate: 
Invasion was expefted. 

Early in the Spring of the Year 1660, Nicholas Varleth; and Brian Newton, 
were difpatched from Fort Amfierdam to Virginia, in Quality of AmbafTa- 
■dors, with full Power to open a Trade, and conclude a League, offenfive 
and defenfive againft the Barbarians. William Btrckly, the Governour, gave 
diem a kind Reception, and approved their Propofal of Peace and Com- 
merce, which Sir Henry Moody was fent here to agree upon and perfeft. 
Four Articles, to that Purpofe, were drawn up, and fent to the Governour 
for Confirmation. Stuyyefant* artfully endeavoured, at this Treaty, to pro- 
cure an Acknowledgment of the Dutch Title to the Country, which Berckljp 
as carefully avoided. This was his Anfwer. 

" Sir, 
<c I have received the Letter, yo& were pleafed to fend me, by Mr. Mills* 
" his Veflel, and fhall be ever ready to comply wkh you, in all A6ls of 
" neighbourly Friendfhip and Amity. But truly, Sir, you defire me to 
tc do that, concerning your Titles, and Claims to Land, in this northern 
" Part of America^ which I am in no Capacity to do ; for I am but a Ser- 
* c vant of the Aflembly's ; neither do they arrogate any Power to them- 

" (elves* 
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cc felves, farther than the miferable Diftra6tions of England force them to. 
" For when God fhall be pleafed in his Mercy, to take away and diflipate 
<c the unnatural Divifions of their native Country, they will immediately 
" return to their own profefled Obedience. What then they fhould do 
" in Matters of Contract, Donation or Confeflion of Right, would have 
" little Strength or Signification j much more prefumptive and impertinent, 
" would it be in me to do it, without their Knowledge or Aflerit. We 
c< fhall very fhortly meet again, and then, if to them you fignify your De- 
" fires, I fhall labour all I can, to get you a fatisfa&ory Anfwer. 

" I am, Sir, 
« rirginia,. "Your humble Servant, 

" Auguft 20, i660t .. 

" William Berckly." 

Governour Stuyvefant was a faithful Servant of the Weft-India Company : 
this is abundantly proved . by his Letters to them, exciting their Care of the 
Colony. In one, dated April 20, 1660, which is very long and pathetic, 
reprefenting the defperate Situation of Affairs on both Sides of the New- 
Netherland, he writes, " Your Honours imagine, that the Troubles in 
" England will prevent any Attempt on thefe Parts : alas ! they are Ten 
<c to One in Number to us, and are able without any AfEftance, to deprive 
." us of the Country when they pleafe." On the 25th of June, the fame 
. Year, he informs them, " that the Demands, Enchroachments, and Ufur- 
" pations, of the Eqgli/b, gave the People here great Concern. The Right 
Cf to both Rivers, fays he, by Purchafe and PofTeffion is our own, without 
. " Difpute. We apprehend, that they, our more powerful Neighbours, lay 
" their Claims under a Royal Patent, which we are unable hitherto to do 
" in your Name*." Colonel Vtie being unfuccefsful the laft Year, in his 
Embafly for the Evacuation of the Dutch Pofleffions on Delaware, Lord 
Baltimore in Autumn 1660, applied by Captain Neal y his Agent to the 

* If we fhould argue, from this Letter, that render, afTerts, that they had a Grant, and (hew- 

the Weft-India Company had no Grants of the ed it under- Seal to the Englijh Deputies. But 

New»NethcrJands, from the States General, as the genuine ConftrucYion of the Dutth Gover- 

fome fuppofe, we difcredit De Last's Hiftory, nour's Letter, is this, that in 1660, he had not 

dedicated to the States in 1624, as well as all the Patent to the Weft-India Company, to lay 

the Dutch Writers^anH even Stuyvefant himfelf, before the Englijh in America^ who difputed the 

who in his Letter to Richard AW/;, ■ at the Sur- Dutch Right to this County. 

-■-,.;!-: Weft- 
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We/i-India Company, in Holland, for an Order on the Inhabitants of South 
River to fubmit to his Authority, which they abfolutely refufed, aflerting 
their Right to that Part of their Colony. 

The Englijh, from New-England, were every Day incroaching upon the 
Dutch. The following Letter, from Stuyvefant to the Weft-India Company, 
dated July 21, 1661, ftiews the State of the Colony at that Time, on both 
Sides. " We have not yet begun the Fort on Long IJland, near Oyflerbay, 
" becaufe our Neighbours lay the Boundaries a Mile and an half more 
<c Wefterly, than we do, and the more as your Honours, by your Advice 
* c of December 24, are not inclined to ftand by the Treaty of Hartford, and 
" propofe to fue for Redrefe on Long IJland and the Frejh Water River, by 
" Means of the States Ambaffador. Lord Sterling is faid to follicit a Con- 
€C firmation of his Right to all Long IJland, and importunes the prefent 
iC King, to confirm the Grant made by his Royal Father, which is affirmed 
** to be already obtained. But more probable, and material, is the Advice 
<c from Maryland, that Lord Baltimore's Patent, which contains the South- 
cc part of South River, is confirmed by the King, and publifhed in Print : 
<c that Lord Baltimore's natural Brother, who is a rigid Papift, being made 
<c Governour there, has received Lord Baltimore's Claim, and Proteft to your 
€€ Honours in Council, (wherewith he leems but little fatisfied) and has 
" now more Hopes of Succefs. We have Advice from England, that there 
" is an Invafion intended againft thefe Parts, and the Country follicited of 
" the King, the Duke, and the Parliament, is to be annexed to their Do- 
€€ minions -, and for that Purpofe, they defire three or four Frigates, per- 
4€ fuading the King, that the Company poflefled and held this Country 
" under an unlawful Title, having only obtained of King James Leave for 
" a watering Place on Staten IJland, in 1623." 

In Auguft 1663, a Ship arrived from Holland at South River, with new 
Planters, Ammunition, and Implements of Hufbandry. Lord Baltimore's 
Son landed a little after, and was entertained by Beekman at Niewer Amftel. 
This was Charles, the Son of Cecilius, who in 1661, had procured a Grant 
and Confirmation of the Patent, paffed in Favour of his Father in 1632* 
The papiftical Principles of the Baltimore Family, the Charge of colonizing, 
the Parliamentary War with Charles L and Oliver's Ufurpation, all confpired 
to impede the Settlement of Maryland, till the Year 1661. And thefe Con- 
fiderations account for the Extenfion of the Dutch Limits, on the Weft-fide 
of Delaware Bay. 

C While 
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While the Dutch were contending with their European Neighbours, they 
had the Art always to maintain a Friendfhip with the Natives, until the 
War which broke out this Year with the Indians at Efopus, now Vljier 
County. It continued, however, but a fhort Seaibn. The Five Nations 
never gave them any Difturbance, which was owing to their continual Wars 
with the French* who fettled at Canada in 1603. I have before obferved, 
that Oliver Cromwell was applied to, for his Aid in the Reduction of this 
Country, and that his Son Richard took fome Steps towards accomplishing 
the Scheme ; the Work was however referved for the Reign of Charles II. 
an indolent Prince, and entirely given up to Pleafure, who was driven to it, 
more perhaps, by the Differences then fubfifting between England and 
Holland, than by any Motive that might refle£t Honour upon his Prudence, 
A&ivity, and Public-Spirit. Before this Expedition, the King granted a 
Patent on the 12th of March 1664, to his Brother, the Duke of lark and 
Albany, for fundry Trails of Land in America, the Boundaries of which, 
becaufe they have given Rife to important and animated Debates, it may 
not be improper to tranferibe. 

fC All that Part of the main Land of New-England, beginning at a certain 
f c Place, called or known by the Name of St. Croix, next adjoining to New- 
" Scotland in America, and from thence extending along the Sea-coaft, unto 
" a certain Place called Pemaquie, or Pemequid, and fo up the River thereof, 
" to the furtheft Head of the fame, as it tendeth Northward ; and extend- 
€< ing from thence, to the River of Kimbequin, and fo upwards, by the 
f< fhorteft Courfe, to the River Canada Northward : and alfo all that Ifland, 
" or Iflands, commonly called by the feveral Name or Names of Meitowacks, 
" or Long Ifland, fituate and being towards the Weft of Cape Cod, and the 
" narrow Higanfetfs, abutting upon the main Land, between the two 
" Rivers, there called or known by the feveral Names of Connecticut and 
f< Hudfons River, together alio with the faid River, called Hudfons River, 
" and all the Land from the Weft-fide of Connecticut River, to die Eaft-fide 
" of Delaware Bay, and alfo, all thofe feveral Iflands, called or known by 
M the Names of Martins Vineyard^ or NantucKs, otherwife Nantucket : 
" together, GV." 

Part of this Traft was conveyed by the Duke, to John Lord Berkley > 
Baron of Stratton, and Sir George Carteret of Saltrum in Devon 9 who were 
then Members of the King's Council. The Leafe was for the Confideration 
of ten Shillings, and dated the 23d of June 1664. The Releafe, dated the 

next 
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next Day, mentions no particular Sum of Money, as a Confideration for 
the Grant of the Lands, which have the following Defcription. 

" All that Tra6l of Land, adjacent to Ne<iv-England, and lying and being 
cc to the Weftward of Long IJland, and bounded on the Eaft-part by the 
" main Sea, and partly by Hudjbns River ; and hath upon the Weft, Dcla- 
cc ware Bay, or River, and extendeth Southward, to the main Ocean as far 
" as Cape May, at the Mouth of Delaware Bay : and to the Northward, as 
" far as the northermoft Branch of the faid Bay or River of Delaware \ which 
" is forty one Degrees and forty Minutes of Latitude : which faid Trafr of 
" Land is hereafter to be called .by the Name, or Names of Nova Ccefarca, 
<c or New Jerfey." 

Thus the New-Netherlands became divided into New Jerfey, fo called 
after the Ule of Jerfey, in Compliment to Sir George Carteret, whofc Family 
came from thence j and New-Tork, which took its Name in Honour of the 
Duke of Tork. 

The Dutch Inhabitants, by the Vigilance of their Governour, were not 
unapprifed of the Defigns of the Englijh Court againft them, for their 
Records teftify, that on the 8th of July, " The General received Intelli- 
gence, from one Thomas Willet, an Englijlman, that an Expedition was 
preparing in England, againft this Place, confifting of two Frigates of 40 
and 50 Guns, and a Fly Boat of 40 Guns, having on board three hun- 
dred Soldiers, and each Frigate 150 Men, and that they then lay at 
Portfmouth, waiting for a Wind." News arrived alfo from Bojlon, that 
they had already fet fail. The Burgomafters were thereupon called into 
Council. The Fortrefs ordered to be put into a Pofture of Defence, and 
Spies fent to Milford and Wejl-chejler for Intelligence. Bojlon was in the 
Secret of the Expedition, for the General Court had in May preceding, 
paffed a Vote for a Supply of Provifions, towards refrefhing the Ships on 
their Arrival. They were four in Number, and refolved to rendezvous at 
Gardeners Ifland in the Bound, but parted in a Fog about the 20th of July. 
Richard Nicolls and Sir George Carteret, two of the Commiffioners, were on 
board the Guyny, and fell in firft with Cape Cod. The Winds having blown 
from the South-weft, the other Ships, with Sir Robert Car, and Mr. Mavenick> 
the remaining Commiffioners, were rightly concluded, to be driven to the 
Eaftward. After difpatching a Letter to Mr. Winthrop, the Governour of 
ConneSicut, requefting his Affiftance, Colonel Nicolls, proceeded to Nantafket* 
and thence to Bojlon. The other Ships got into Pijcataway. John Endicot, 
a very old Man, was then Governour of Bojlon, and incapable of Bufinefs. 

C 2 The 
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The Commiffioners, therefore, had a Conference with the Council, and 
earneftly implored the Affiftance of that Colony. Colonel Nicolls and Sir 
George Carteret, in their Letter from Bofton, to Sir H. Bennet, Secretary of 
State, complain much of the Backwardnefs of that Province. The Reafons 
urged in their Excufe, were Poverty and the Seafon, it being the Time of 
Harveft ; but perhaps Difaffe&ion to the Stewart Family, whofe perfecuting 
Fury had driven them from their native Country, was the true Spring of 
their Conduft. The King's Succefs in the Redu&ion of the Dutch, evidently 
opened him a Door, to come at his Enemies in New-England, who were far 
from being few*; and whether this Confideration might not have given Rife 
to the Projeft itfelf, I leave to the Conje6hires of others. 

On the 27th of July, Nicolls and Carteret made a formal Requeft in 
Writing. " That the Government of Bofion would pafs an A& to furnifh 
" them with armed Men, who fhould begin their March to the Manhattans, 
" on the 20th of Auguft enfuing, and promifed, that if they could get 
" other Affiftance, they would give them an Account of it." The Gover- 
nour and Council anfwered, that they would affemble the General Court, and 
communicate the Propofal to them. 

From Bofion, a fecond Letter was written to Governour Winthrop in 
Connecticut, dated the 29th of July, in which he was informed, that the 
other Ships were then arrived, and would fail with the firft fair Wind, an<$ 
he was defired to meet them at the Weft-end of Long IJland. 

One of the Ships entered the Bay of the North River, feveral Days before 
the reft -, and as foon as they were all come up, Stuyvefant fent a Letter 
dated -lj. of Auguft at Fort Anill, diredled to the Commanders of the Engli/h 
Frigates, by John Declyer, one of the chief Council, the Reverend John 
Megapolenfis Minifter, Paul Lunder Vander Grilft Major, and Mr. Samuel 
Megapolenjis Doctor in Phyfic, with the utmoft Civility, to defire the Reafon 
of their Approach, and continuing in the Harbour of Naijarlij, without 
giving Notice to the Dutch, which (he writes) they ought to have done. 

Colonel Nicolls anfwered the next Day with a Summons. 

* T. Dixwel, Efq; one of Charles Ts Judges, fufpe&ed him to be one of the Regicides. In his 

and excepted out of the General Pardon, lived laft IHnefs, he revealed himfelf to the Minifter 

many Years at New-Haven (incog.) in Quality of the Town, and ordered a fmall Stone to be 

of a Country Merchant : Sir Edmond Andoofs, in fct at the Head of his Grave, which 1 have often 

one of his Tours through the Colony of Con- ken there, inferibed, T. D. Efq. While at New- 

nefiicut % faw hia* there at Church,, and ftrongly Haven, he went under the Name of John Davis. 

" To 
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" To the Honourable the Governors, and Chief Council at the Manhattans* 

" Right Worthy Sirs, 

" T Received a Letter by fome worthy Perfbns intrufted by you, bearing 
<c A Date the j-£ of Auguft, defiring to know the Intent of the Approach 
<c of the Englijh Frigates ; in Return of which, I think it fit to let yoa 
" know, that his Majefty of Great Britain, whofe Right and Title to thefb- 
ct Parts of America is unqueftionable, well knowing, how much it dero- 
<c gates from his Crown and Dignity, to fuffer any Foreigners* how near 
<€ ibever they be allied, to ufurp a Dominion, and without his: Majefty's- 
<c Royal Confent, to inhabit in thefe, or any other of his Majefty's Terri- 
" tories, hath commanded me, in his Name, ta require a Surrender of all 
€C fuch Forts, Towns, or Places of Strength, which are now pofleffed by 
" the Dutch, under your Commands -, and in his Majefty's Name, I do* 
<c demand the Town, fituate on the Ifland, commonly known by the. 
<c Name of Manhatoes, with all the Forts thereunto belonging, to be ren- 
fC dered unto his Majefty's Obedience and Prote&ion, into my Hands**. 
fC I am further commanded to allure you, and every refpedtive Inhabitant 
fC of the Dutch Nation, that his Majefty being tender of the Effufion of 
€C Chriftian Blood, doth by thefe Prefents, confirm and fecure to every 
" Man his Ertate, Life, and Liberty, who fhall readily fubmit to his Go- 
" vernment. And all thofe who fhall oppofe his Majefty's gracious Inten— 
f € tention, muf t expeft all the Miferies of a War, which they bring upon 
" themfelves. I fhall expe£l your Anfwer by thefe Gentlemen, Colonel 
** George Carteret, one of his Majefty's Commiffioners in America •, Captain 
w Robert bleedham, Captain Edward Groves, and Mr. Thomas Delava/I y 
u whom you will entertain with fuch Civility as is due to them, and 
a yourfelves and yours fhall receive the fame, from, 

" Worthy Sirs > 
« Datedon Board his « Your very humble Servant,, 

« Majefty's Ship,. J 

** the Guyny, liding 
** beforeAtyi/;, the 
« 44 of Aug, 1664- 

" Richard NicoBs?- 
j . Mr. 
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Mr. Stuyvefant promifed an Anfwer to the Summons the next Morning, 
and in the mean Time convened the Council and Burgomafters. The 
Dutch Governour was a good Soldier, and had loft a Leg in the Service of 
the States. He would willingly have made a Defence ; and reftifed a Sight 
of the Summons, both to the Inhabitants and Burgomafters, left the eafy 
Terms offered, might induce them to capitulate. The latter, however, in- 
filled upQn q, Copy, that they might communicate it, to the late Magiftrates 
and principal Burghers. They called together the Inhabitants at the Stadt- 
Houie, and acquainted them with the Governour's Refufal. Governour 
Winthrop, at the fame Time, wrote to the Dire&or and his Council, ftrongly 
recommending a Surrender. On the 2 2d of Augujl, the Burgomafters came 
again into Council, and defired to know the Contents of the Englifo Mefiage 
from Governour Wi?ithrop, which Stuyvefant ftill refuted. They continued 
their Importunity -, and he, in a Fit of Anger, tore it to pieces : upon which, 
they protefted againft the Atl, and all its Confequences. Determined upon 
a Defence of the Country, Stuyvefant wrote a Letter in Anfwer to the Sum- 
mons, which as it is hiftorical of the Dutch Claim, will doubtkfs be ac- 
ceptable to the Reader. The following is an exaft Tranfcript of the Record, 

" My Lords, 

" Y7*OUR firft Letter, unfigned of the f f- Augujl, together with that of 
" A this Day, figned according to Form, being the firft of September, 
" have been fafely delivered into our Hands by your Deputies, unto 
" which we fliall fay, That the Rights of his Majefty of England, unto any 
" Part of America here about, amongft.the reft, unto the Colonies olVir- 
" ginia, Maryland, or others in New-England, whether difputable or not, 
" is that which for the prefent, we have no Defign to debate upon. But 
<c that his Majefty hath an indifputable Right, to all the Lands in the 
" North Parts of America, is that, which the Kings of France and Spain 
" will difailow, as we abfolutely do, by Virtue of a Commiflion given to 
" me, by my Lords, the High and Mighty States General, to be Governor 
" General, over New-Holland, the Ifles of Curacoa, Bonaire, Aruba, with 
" their Appurtenances and Depcndancies, bearing Date the 26th of "July, 
" 1646. As alfo by Virtue of a Grant and Commiflion, given by my faid 
" Lords, the High and Mighty States General, to the JVeJl-India Company, 
" in the Year 1621, with as much Power and as authentic, as his faid Ma- 
" jefty of England hath given, or can give, to any Colony in America, as 
" more fully appears by the Patent and Commiflion of the faid Lords the 

" States 
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" States General, by them figncd, rtgiftered, and fealcd with their Great Seal, 
which were fhewed to your Deputies Colonel George Carteret, Captain 
Robert Needbam, Captain Edward Groves, and Mr. Thomas Deiavaf/ $ by 
which Commiffion and Patent, together (to deal frankly with you) and 
by divers Letters, figned and fealed by Our faid Lords, the States General; 
dire&ed to feveral Perfons, both EngUJh and Dutch, inhabiting the Towns 
and Villages on Long IJland, (which without doubt, have been produced 
before you, by thofe Inhabitants) by which they are declared and acknow- 
ledged to be. their Subjefts, with exprefs Command, that they continue 
faithful unto them, under Penalty of incuring their utmoft Difpleafure; 
which makes it appear more clear than the Sun at Noon-day, that youfr 
firft Foundation, viz. (that the Right and Title of his Majefty of Great 
Britain, to thefe Parts of America is unqueftionabie) is abfolutely to be 
denied. Moreover, it is without DHpute, and acknowledged by the 
World!, that our Predeceffbrs, by Virtue of the CommifEbn and Patent 
of the (aid Lords, the States General, have without Controul and peace- 
ably (the contrary never coming to our Knowledge) enjoyed Fort Orange* 
about 48 or 50 Years, the Manhattans about 41 or 42 Years, the South 
River 40 Years, and the Frejh Water River about 36 Years. Touching 
the fecond Subject of your Letter, viz. His Majefty hath commanded me, 
in his Name, to require a Surrender of all fuch Forts, Towns, or Places 
of Strength, which now are poflefled by the Dutch, under your Com- 
mand. We fhall anfwer, that we are fo confident of the Discretion and 
Equity of his Majefty of Great Britain, that in cafe his Majefty were in- 
formed of the Truth, which is, that the Dutch came not into thefe Pro- 
vinces, by any Violence, but by Virtue of Commiffions from my Lords, 
the States General, firft of all in the Years 16 14, 161 5, and 16 16, up the 
North River, near Fort Orange, where, to hinder the Invafions and Maf- 
facres, commonly committed by the Salvages, they built a little Fort, and 
after, in the Year 1622, and even to this prefent Time, by Virtue of 
Commiffion and Grant, to the Governors of the Weft-India Company ; 
and moreover, in the Year 1656, a Grant to the honourable the Burgo- 
mafters of Amfterdam, of the South River ; infomuch, that by Virtue of 
the abovefaid Commiffions from the High and Mighty States General* 
given to the Perfons interefted as aforefaid, and others, thefe Provinces 
have been governed, and confequently enjoyed, as alfo in regard of their 
firft Difcovery, uninterrupted Poffeffions, and Purchafe of the Lands of 
the Princes, Natives of the Country, and other private Perfons (though 
3 " Gentiles) 



16 THE HISTORY OF NEW-YORK. parti, 

Gentiles) we make no Doubt, that if his faid Majefty of Great Britain, 
were well informed of thefc Paflages, he would be too judicious to grant 
fuch an Order, principally in a Time when there is fo ftraight a Friend- 
fhip, and Confederacy, between our faid Lords and Superiors, to trouble 
us in the demanding and Summons of the Places and Fortreffes, which 
were put into our Hands, with Order to maintain them, in the Name 
of the faid Lords, the States General, as was made appear to your Depu- 
ties, under the Names and Seal of the faid High and Mighty States 
General, dated the 28th of July, 1646. Befides what had been men- 
tioned, there is little Probability, that his faid Majefty of England (in 
regard the Articles of Peace are printed, and were recommended to us 
to ohferve ferioufly and exaftly, by a Letter written to us by our faid 
Lords, the States General, and to caufe them to be obferved religioufly 
in this Country) would give Order touching fo dangerous a Defign, 
being alfo fo apparent, that none other than my faid Lords, the States 
General, have any Right to thefe Provinces, and confequently, ought to 
command and maintain their Subje&s, and in their Abfence, We the Go- 
vernor General are obliged to maintain their Rights, and to repel and 
take Revenge of all Threatenings, unjuft Attempts, or any Force what- 
foever, that fhall be committed againft their faithful Subjedts and Inha- 
bitants, it being a very confiderable Thing, to affront fo mighty a State, 
although it were not againft an Ally and Confederate. Confequently, 
if his faid Majefty (as it is fit) were well informed, of all that could be 
fpoken upon this Subjeft, he would not approve of what Expreffions 
were mentioned in your Letter ; which are, that you are commanded by 
his Majefty, to demand in his Name, fuch Places and Fortrefles as are 
in the Poffeflion of the Dutch under my Government ; which, as it ap- 
pears by my Commiflion before mentioned, was given me by my Lords, 
the High and Mighty States General. And there is lefs Ground in the 
exprefs Demand of my Government, fince all the World knows, that 
about three Years agone, fome Englijh Frigotts being on the Coaft of 
Africa, upon a pretended Commiflion, they did demand certain Places 
under the Government of our faid Lords, the States General, as 
Cape Vert, River of Gambo, and all other Places in Guyny, to them be- 
longing. Upon which, our faid Lords, the States General, by Virtue of 
the Articles of Peace, having made appear the faid Attempt to his Majefty 
of England, they received a favourable Anfwer, his faid Majefty difallow- 
ing all fuch A&s of Hoftility, as might have been done, and befides, gave 

" Order, 



*a*x i, T H £ HI fiTO RVOF N£ W-Y RK» ft 

91 Order, that Reftitution fhould be made, to the Eqjl-bidia Company, of 
<c whatfoever had been pillaged, in the laid River of Gambo ; and likewife 
? c reftored tftem to their Trade, which makes us think it neceflary, tliat a 
V more exprefs Order, fhould appear .unto us, as a fufficient Warrant for 
u . us, towards my Lords, . die High and Mighty States General, fince by 
<c Virtue ©f our feid Commiffion, We do in thefe Provinces, reprefent 
u them, as belonging to them, and not to the King of Great Britain, except 
f/fjhis faidMajefty, upon better Grpwcb, make if appear to our faid Lords, 
[ the States General, againft which they may defend themfeives, as they 
c< (hail think fit. To conclude : We cannot but declare unto you, though 
the Governors and Commiflioners of his Majeftie have divers Times 
quarrelled with us, ahput the Bounds of the Jurifti&ion, of the High 
and Mighty ^States General, in thefe Parts, yet they never queftioned 
their. J\iri^£kion . itjfelf ^ on the contrary, in the Year 1650, at Hartford, 
" andthe laft Year at Bofion, they treated with us upon this Subjeft, whidfx 
€C is a fufficient Proof, that his Majeftie hath never been well informed, of 
<c the Equky of our C^ufe, inf9much as .We cannot imagine, in regard of 
cc the Armeies of Peace, between the Crown of England and the States 
General, (under whom there are fo many Subjeds in America* as well as 
Europe) that his laid Majeftie of Great Britain would give a Commiffion 
to moleft and endamage the Subje&s of my faid Lords, the States General, 
efpeciallyfuch, as ever fince 50, 40, and the lateft 36 Years have quietly 
enjoyed their Land$» Countries, Forts, and Inheritances ; and lef$, that 
his Subjefts would attempt any A£fa of Hoftility, or Violence againft 
them : and in cafe that you will aft by Force of Arms, Wee proteft and 
declare, in the ; Name of our faid Lords, the States General, before 
" GOD and Men, that you will aft an unjuft Violence, and a Breach of 
" the Articles, of- Peace, fo folemnly fworn,. agreed upon, and ratified by his 
Majeftie of England, and my Lords, the States General, and the rather, 
* € for that to prevent the fhedding of Blood, in the Month of February laft, 
cl We treated with Captain ^a&i Scott, (who reported he had a Coipmiffion 
<c fromWB faid Majeftie) touching the. limits of Long Ifiand, ind concluded 
tf for the Space 'of a Year $ that in the 1 m^an Time, the Bufinefs ihight be 
" treated on between the, King of Great Britain, and my Lords, the High 
c< and Mighty States. .General: and again, at prefent, for the Hindrance 
*< and Prevention of all Differences, and the Spilling of innocent Blood, 
kc .'i^:^^^'^^'.?^:^ but $lUo i|i Eurofe, '.We offer uritx? you, a Treaty 
" by our Deputyes, Mr. CorncBm Van>Mi$wn> Secretary* -*nd Receiver of 
!.•' : -..»:::' . D " New- 
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New-Holland^ Cornelius Steetrwick, Burgomafter, Mr. Samuel Megapolehjis, 
Doftor of Phyfic, and Mr. James Coujfeau, heretofore Sheriff. As touch- 
ing the Threats inyourCohdufioft Wee have nothing to anfwer, only that 
cc Wee fear nothing, but what. Go d (who is as juft as merciful) fliall lay 
cc upon us $ all Thmgs being in, his gracious Difpofall, arid We may as well 
" be preferved by him, with final! Forces; as by a great Army, which mikes 
" us to wifli you ail HappineFs aiid Prbfpeiity, and recommend you to his 
" Protection. My Lords, your thrice htmible, and affeCikinate Sertarit and. 

u Friend, figned P. Sttyvejant. At flic Fort at Amjlerdam, the fecohd of 

" September, New Stile, 1664." 

While the Dutch Governour and Council were conteiidiii^ with the &ir- 
gomafters and People in the City, thfe Rnglijh* QxrteK^ 
Proclamation * in the Couhtry, encouraging thfe Inhabifcfiits ip fnbmlt, aricl 
promifing them the King's Protedtion, arid aH the Privileges of Subjefts [\ 
and as fbon as they difcovered by Stayvefanfs Letter, that he was averfe to 
the Surrender, Officers were lent to bfeat up for Vohmtiers in Middleborougb, 
TJlijfen, Jamaica, and Hempjled. A Warrant was alfo iflued to tiugh r&ide, 
who commanded the Squadron, to prdfectite the 'ftsdu&ion of the Fort* 
and an Englijh Ship then trading here, wds prefled into the Sendee. Thefe 
Preparations induced Stupefani to write another Letter; on the 25th of 
Augujt, Old Style, wherfein, though he declares! that he r would r ftand the 
Storm, yet to preveiit the Shilling of Blood, he had : icnt John De Decker ; 
Counfellor of State, Cornelilis Van Riven, Secretary and Receiver, ' Cornelius 
Steetrwyck Major, and James Coujfeau Sheriff, to confute, if poffible, art Ac- 
commodation. NicoIls> who knew the Diipofition of the People, attfwbred 

* It was in thefe Words : " Forafmuch as c< his Majefty't G6vernta<tot,d^M* gocri Sub- 

" his Majefty hath fent us (by Commiffion " jefts, fltfll be proteaed^i lfe Majefty's L?ws 

" under his Great Seal of England) amongft " and Juftice,, and peaceably injoy whatsoever 

€i other Things, to expell; or to reduce to his Cl God's Bleffing, and their own honeft In- 

" Majefty** Obedience, all fuch Foreigners, ks u duflry, have fumiffied them with ; and all 

" without his Majefty's Leave and Confeht, " other .Privileges, with hi* Mapft/a Englifa 

have feated themfelves amongft any of his " Subje&s^ . We have caufed this to be pub- 

" Dominions in America, to the Prejudice of " lifted, that we might prevent all Inconve- 

«« his Majefty's Subje&s, and Diminution of his c * niences to others, if It wert po&bk; how- 

*« Royal Dignity ; we his (aid Majefty's Com- " ever, to clear ourfelves from the Charge of all 

" miffioners, do declare and promife, that who- €C thofe Mifertea, that may any way befall fuch 

'*« foever, of what Nation foever, will* upon <l as , live here, and will acknowledge Jiis Ma- 

u Knowledge of this Proclamation, acltnow- " jeity for their SpteKlglt; whewtt Uoipre- 

4 « ledge and teftify themfelves, fofubmit to Ais " ferve." 

immediately 



immediately from Grave/end, that he would treat about nothing but a Sur- 
render. The Dutch 6cfrcnk>ur, the next Day, agreed to a Treaty an^ Sur- 
rerid^y oh Condition the EhgKfh and Dofc& Limits in America, were fettled 
fcjr the GroWh rind *he StateslSineral. The Engii/h Deputies were Sir Robert^ 
Carr y George Carteret, John Winthrop, Governour of ConneSticut, Samuel 
Wytyy one of the Affiftants or Council of that Colony, and Thomas Clarke, 
and John Pyncbon, CommifHoners frqm lie General iG^urt of the Majfacbu^ 
fet's Bay, who, but a little before, brought an Aid from that Province. 
What thefe Perfpns agreed upon, Nicotts promifed to ratify. At Eight 
o'clock in the Morning, of -die 27th of Auguft, 1664, the Ctonraiiffioners, oh 
both Sides, met at the Governour's Farm, and there figned the following 
Arfiplea qf J&pitujation. 'J , 

." Tbejk ^itfctes follpwipg ; were contented to py the Perfons here-under 
' '" fubfcribed,^at the Governour's Bowery, Juguft the 27th Old Style, 
" 1664. 

I. u We confent, That the States General, or the Weft-India Company, 
" fliall freely injoy all Farms and Houfes (except fuch as are in the Forts) 
v and that within fix Months, they fhall have free Liberty to tranfport all 
f c fuch Arms and Ammunition, as now does belong to them, or elfe they 
" fliall be paid for them. 

II. " All Publique tloufes fhall continue for the Ufes which they are for, 

III. " All People fhall ftill continue free Denizens, and fliall injoy their 
Lands, Houfes, Goods, wherefoever they are within this Country, and 
difpofe of them as they pleafe. 

IV. " If any Inhabitant have a Mind to remove himfelf, he (hall have a 
V Year and fix Weeks from this Day, to remove himfelf, Wife,. Children, 
<€ Servants, Goods, and to difpofe of his Lands here. 

V. c< If any Officer of State, or Publique Minifter of State, have a Mind 
%t to go for England, they fliall be tranfported Fraught free, in his Majefty's 
%t Frigotts, when thefe Frigotts fhall return thither. 

VI. " It is contented to, that any People may freely come from the Ne- 
«• therlands, and plant in this Colony, and that Dutch Veflels may freely 
€C come hither, and any of the Dutch may freely return home, or fend any 
* c Sort of Merchandize home, in Veflels of their own Country. 

D 2 VII. AU 
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VII. " All Ships from the Netherlands, or any other Place, and Goods 
" therein, fhall be received here, and fent hence, after the manner 
" which formerly they were before our coming hither, for fix Months next 
" enfuing. - 

VIII. " The Dutch here fhall injoy the Liberty of their Confciences in 
«« divine Worfhip and Church DifcipHne. 

. IX. " No Dutchman here, or Dutch Ship fcere, fhgll upon any Opcafion/ 
J f be preffed to ferve in War againft any Nation whatfoever* ■ - r ■ •-; : ; ■ ■ 

* X. " That die Townfmen of the Manhattans, (hall not have any Soldiers 
" quartered upon them, without being fatisfied and paid for diem by their 
" Officers* and that at this prefent, if the Fort be not capable of lodging 
w all the Soldiers, then the Burgomafteife,' by lus Officers, fhall appoint foine 
" Houftis cabbie to receive them. 

XL " The Dutch here fhall injoy their own Cuftoms concerning^ their 

" Inheritances. 

t. . 

; , XII. " All Publkjue Writings and Records, which concern the Inheritances 
*' of any People, or the Regjement of the Church or Poor, or Orphans; 
" fhall be carefully kept by thofe in whofe Hands now they **€, and fudi 
" .Writings as. particularly concern the States General, may at any Time 
€4 be fent to them. 

v XIII. " No Judgment that has pafled any Judicature here, fhall be called 
" in Queftion, but if any conceive that he hath not had Juftice done him, 
" if he apply himfelf to the States General, the other Party fhall be bound 
/' to anfwer for the fuppofed Injury. 

XIV. c< If any Dutch, living here fhall at any Time defire to trava2e or 
" traffique into England, or any Place, or Plantation, in Obedience to his 
M Majefty of England, or with the Indians, he fhall have (upon his Re- 
" queft to the Governor) a Certificate that he is a free Depigen, of ; . this 
"Place, and Liberty to do fik /; / , : , '/•■_ ,, 

XV. " If it do appeare, that there is a publique Engagement of Debt, by 
" the Town of t}ie Manbattoes y and a Way agreed on for the Satisfying of 
-\\ th?t Engagement, it is agreed, that the fame Wayproppfed .fli^ll go pn, 
u and that the Engagement fhall he fatisfied- -r ■ Vi ■ •. •; , \I "* > *■■ j • 

. ■ ■- - * "xvi>'au 
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XVI. " All inferior Civil Officers and Magiftrates, fhall continue as now 
" they are, (if they pleafe) till the cuffomary Time of new Ele&ions, and 
V. then new ones to be chofen by themfelves, provided that fuch new chofen 
" Magiftrates fhall take the Oath of Allegiance to his Majefty of England* 
" before they enter, upon their Office. 

XVII. " All Differences of Contra&s and Bargains made before this 
" Day, by any in this Country, fhall be deternuned, according to the Man- 
u ner of the Duteb. 

TbfUl. " If it do appeare, that the Weft-India Company of Atnjierdam, 
" do really owe any Sums of Money to any Perfons here, it is agreed that 
" Recognition, and other Dudes payable by Ships going for the- Nether- 
" lands, be continued for fix Months longer, 

XIX. " The Officers Military, and Soldiers, fhall march out with their 
" Arms, Drums beating, and Coulours flying, and lighted Matches •, and 
" if any of them will plant, they fhall have fifty Acres of Land fet out 
" for them •, if any of them will ferve as Servants, they fhall continue 
" with all Safety, and become free Denizens afterwards. 

XX. " If at any Time hereafter, the King of Great Britain, and the 
" States of the Netherland do agree that this Place and Country be re- 
" delivered into the Hands of the faid States, whenfcever his Majeftie will 
" fend his Commands to redeliver it, it fhall immediately be done. 

XXI. " That the Town of Manhattans fhall choofe Deputyes, and thofe 
w Deputyes fhall have free Voyces in all publique Affairs, as much as any 

/• other Deputyes. . * 

. XXII. " Thofe who have any Property in any Houfes in the Fort of 
" Aurania r fhall (if they pleafe) flight the Fortifications there, and then 
enjoy all their Houfes, as all People do where there is no Fort. 

XXIII. u If there be any Soldiers ti^at will go into Holland, and if the 
Company of Wejt-Indlu m Amfterdam, or any private Perfons here, will 
% " tranfport them into Holland, then they fhall have a fafe Paflport from 
-" Colonel Richard Nicbolk, Deputy-Governor under his Royal Highnefs, 
" 4&d the other Commiffiohers, to defend the Ships that fhall tranfport 
tk% fuch Soldiers, artd all the Goody in diem, from any Surprizal or A&s of 
"'Hofiility, to be done by ahy of his Majeftie's Ships jur Subjefts. That 

" the 
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" the Copies of the King's Grant to his Royal Highnefs, apd the Copy of 
" his Royal HigHhefe's Commifiion to Colonel Richard Nicbolls, teftified by 
tWo Commiflioners more, and Mr. Wintbrop, to be true Copies, fhall be 
delivered to tlife honourable Mr. Sfuyvejant, the prefent Goventor ? tm 
Munday > next, by Eight of the Clock in the Morning, at the Old fifth, 
" and thefe Articles confented to, and figned by Colonel Richard Nicollsi 
<%r Deputy-Governor to his Royal Highnefs, and th$t within two Hours 
! c after the Fort and Town called Ne^jfmjlerdam^ upon the Jfle pf M$n~ 
(< batoes, fhall be delivered into the Hands of the faid Colonel Ricferd 
" Nicolls, by the Service of fuch as fhall be by him thereunto deputed, by 
a his Hand and Seal. 



« 
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u John De Decker, 

<c Nich. Verleett, 

" Sam. Megapolenfoy 

cc Cornelius Steenwick, 

tc Oloffe Stevens Fan Kortlant, 

<c James Coujeau, 



" Robert Carr, 
" Geo. Carteret, 
" John Winthrop, 
" Sam. JVifys> 
« Thomas Clarke, 
" John Pin$fy>n. 



<c I do content to thefe Articles, 

" Richard Nicollsr 

Thefe Articles, favourable as they were to the Inhabitants, were however 
very disagreeable to the Dutch Governour, and he therefore refufed to ratify 
jthem, till two Days after they were figned by the Commiflioners. 

The Town of Ncw-Amfierdam, upon the Reduction of the Ifland Man- 
hattans, took the Name of New-York. It confifted of feyeral fmall Streets, 
laid out in the Year 1656, and was not inconfiderable for the Number of 
its Houfes and Inhabitants. The eafy Terms of the Capitulation, pro- 
mifed their peaceable Subje&ion to the new Government $ and hence we 
find, that in two Days after the Surrender, the Bojltm Aid was difmified, 
with the Thanks of the Commiflioners to the General Court. Hudforis and 
the South River were, however, ftill to be reduced. Sir Robert Carr com- 
manded the Expedition on Delaware, and Carteret was commifBoned tp 
fubdue the Dutch at Fort-Orange. The Garrifon capitulated on the 24th of 
September, and he called it Albany, in Honour of die Puke. While Car- 
teret was here, he had an Interview with the Indians of the Five Nations, 
and entered into a League of Friendfhip with them, which remarkably 
3 * continues 
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continues to this Day*. Sir Robert Carr was equally fbccefsful on South 
River, for he compelled both the Dutch and Swedes, to capitulate and de- 
liver up their Ganifons the firft of OStoher, 1664 ; and that was the Day 
in which the whole New-Netherlands became fubjeft to the Englijb Crown, 
Very few of the Inhabitants thought proper to remove out of the Country. 
Governour Stuyvefant himfdf, held his Eftate and .died here. His Remains 
were intered in a Chapel, which he had erefted on his own Farm, at a 
finall Diflance from the City, now poflefled by his Grandfon Gerardus Stuy- 
vefant, a Man of Probity, who has been eledfced into the Magiftracy, above 
thirty Years fucceffively, Juftice obliges me to declare, that for Loyalty to 
the prefent reigning Family, and a pure Attachment to the Proteftant Re- 
ligion, the Defcendants of the Dutch Planters, are perhaps exceeded by 
none of his Majefty's Subje&s. 

* The Dutch were fenfible of the Importance Meafures, and the Irruptions of thofe Tribes, 

of preferving an uninterrupted Amity with thofe according to their own Authors, have often rc- 

lniians, for they were both very numerous and duced Canada to the Brink of Ruiiu 
warlike. The French purfucd quite different 
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Frew the Surrender in 1664, /a the Settlement at the Revolution.. 

J^ICHARD NICOLLS being now pofleffed of the Country, took 
j^Y th e Government upon him, under the Stile of " Deputy-Governor- 
<c under his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York, of all his Territories in 
" America? During his fhort Continuance here, he pafled a vaft Number 
of Grants and Confirmations of the ancient Dutch Patents, the Profits of 
which muft have been veryconfiderable. Among thefe, no one has occafion- 
ed more animated Contention, than that called the Elizabeth Town Grant 
in New-Jerfey ; which, as it relates to another Colony, I fhould not have 
mentioned, but for the Opportunity to caution the Reader againft the Re- 
prefentation of that Controverfy contained in Douglafss Summary. I have 
fufficient Reafons to juftify my charging that Account with Partiality and 
Miftakes ; and for Proofs, refer to the printed Anfwer in Chancery, pub- 
lifhed in the Year 1751. 

Bcfides the chief Command of this Province, Nicotts had a joint Power * 
with Sir Robert Carr, Carteret, and Moverick y Xo fettle the contefted Boundaries 

* The Commiflion from King Charles II. miffioners, or any three or two of them, of 
was dated the 26th of Aprils 1664. After a which Nicolls was to be one, were authorifed 
Recital of Difputes concerning Limits in Afru/- to vifit the New-England Colonies, and deter* 
England % and that Addreiles had been fcnt home . mine all Complaints military, civil, and crimi. 
from the Indian Natives, complaining of Abufes nal, according to their Difcretion, and fuch In- 
received from the Englijb Subjects ; the Com- ftrudions, as they might receive from the Crown. 

E of 
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of certain great Patents, Hence we find, that three of them had a Con- 
ference with feveral Gentlemen from Connecticut* refpe&ing the Limits of 
this and that Colony. The Refult was an Adjudication, in thefe Words : 

" By Virtue of his Majefty's Commiffion, we have heard the Difference, 
* € about the Bounds of the Patents granted to his Royal Highnefs the'Duke, 
" of Fork, and hi* Majefty's Colony of Connecticut* and having deliberately 
" confidered, all the Reafons alledged by Mr, Allyn> fen, Mr. Gold, Mr. 
4€ Richards, and Captain Winthrop^ appointed by the Aflembly held at 
tc Hartford Xht 13th of October* 1664, to accompany John Wintbrop* E%. 
€f the Governor of his Majefty's Cplpny of Connecticut to New-XbrA, and 
M to agree upon tfie Boiindi of the faid Colony, why the faid Long Ifland y 
M fhould be under the Government of Connecticut* which are too long here 
** to be recited, we do declare and order, that the Southern Bounds of 
" his Majefty's Colony of ConntSficut; is tlte Stt$> and that Long Ifland is 
M to be under the Government of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Tork* as 
" is exprefled by plain Words, in the faid Patents, refpeftively, and alio by 
•• Virtue of his Majefty's Commiffion, and the Confent of both the Gover- 
44 nors and the Gentlemen above-named. We alfo order and declare, that 
•' the Creek, or River called Mamarmeck* which is reputed to be< aboqt 
41 thirteen Miles to the Eaft of Weft-cbejler* and a Line drawn from ^flier 
11 eaft Point or Side, Where the frtfh Water falls mto the Salt, at high Water. 
" Mark, North-north-weft to the Line of the Ma£acbufet\ be die Wcftern. 
4i Bounds of the faid Colony of Connecticut, and all Plantations lying.Weft- 
4t ward of that Creek and Line fo drawn, to be under Kjs Royal Highness 
# * Government , and all Plantations lying Eaftward of that Creek and Line, 
u to be under the Government of Connecticut. Given under our Hands, at 
41 James's Fort in New-Tor^ on the Ifland of Manhattan, this firft Day o£ 
" December \ 1664. 

u Richard McoIH^ 
" George Carteret* 
" S. Mavericke." 

44 We the Goveraour and Commiffioners of the General Aflembly of ' 
14 Connecticut, do give our Confent to the Limits and Bounds above-men- 
44 mentioned, as witnefs our Hands, 

C M " John Wtntbrop* 

" John mntbrtfy you ff j^^ r 

At 
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At the Time of this Determination, about two Think of Long Ijland 
were poffefled by People from New-England, who had gradually encroached 
upon die Dutch. As to the Settlement between New-Fork and Connecticut 
bn the Maui) it has always been confidered by the Former, as founded upon 
Ignorance and Fraud*. The Station at Mamaroneck was about 30 Miles 
from N&w-Tork> from Albany 150. The general Courfe of the River is 
about North 12 or 15 Eaft : and hence it is evident, that a North-north- 
toeft Line will fbon interfeft the River, and confequendy leave the Dutch 
Country, but a little before furrendered to Colonel Carteret, out of the Pro- 
vince of New-Tork. It has been generally efteemed, that the Cmme&icut 
Commiffioners in this Affair, took Advantage of the Duke's Agents, who 
Were ignorant of the Geography of the Country. 

About die Oofe of the Year, the Eftate of die Weft-India Company was 
fetaed and confiscated, Hof&ities being • aftuafly commenced in Europe as 
well as America) though no Declarations of War had yet been published 
by other of the contending Parties. A great Difpute between die Inhabi- 
tants of Jamaica on Long Ijland, which was adjufted by Colonel NicoUs, on 
the fecond of January* 1665, gave Rife to afalutary Institution, which haft 
in Part obtained ever finee. The Cdntrovedy refpe&ed Indian Deeds, and 
thenceforth it was ordained, that no Purchafe from the Indians, without the 
Gouernouf's Licence executed in his Prefence, fliould be valid. The Strength 
and Numbers of die Natives rendered it necetfary to purchafe their Rights % 
and to prevent their frequent felling die fame Tra&, it was expedient, diat 
the Bargain fhould be attended with fbme confiderable Solemnity. 

Another biftance of Colonel Nicollss Prudence, was his gradual Intro- 
duction of the Englijh Methods of Government. It wa9 not till the 12th 
of June, this Year, that he incorporated the Inhabitants of New-York, un- 
der the Care of a Mayor, five Aldermen, and a Sheriff. Till thi9 Time, die 
City was ruled by a Scout, Burgomafters, and Schqjens. 

In March preceding, there was a great Convention, before the Gover- 
nour at Hemp/lead, of two Deputies from every Town on Long Ijland, em- 
powered to bind their Conftituents. The Defign of their Meeting was to 
adjuft the Limits of their Townfhips for the Prefervation of the public 
Peace. 

♦ The Town of Rye was fettled under CotauaUut* and the Grant from that Colony is 
bounded by this Line of Divifion. 

E2« .—-■ • The 
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The War being proclaimed at London on the fourth of this Month, Nicolls 
received .the Account of it in June, with a Letter from the Lord Chan- 
cellor, informing him, that De Ruyter^ the Dutch Admiral, had Orders to 
vifit New-1 ort. His Lordihip was mifmformed, or the Admiral, was diverted 
from the Enterprife, for the Englijh peaceably held the Pofleflion of the 
Country during the whole War, which was concluded on the 21ft of July* 
1667, by the Treaty of Breda. Some are of Opinion, that the Exchange 
made with the Dutch for Surinam, which they had taken from us, was ad- 
vantageous to the Nation ; but thefe Judges do not confider, that it would 
have been impoflible for the Dutch to have preferved this Colony 'againft 
the jncreaiing Strength of the People in New~England, Maryland and Virginia. 

After an Adminiflration of three Years, Nicolls returned to England. The 
Time during his fhort Refidence here, was almoft wholly taken up in con- 
firming the antient Dutch Grants. He ere&ed no Courts of Juftice, but 
took upon himfelf the fole Decifion of all Controverfies whatfoever. Com- 
plaints came before him by Petition ; upon which he gave a Day to the 
Parties, and after a fummary Hearing, pronounced Judgment. His De- 
terminations were called Edifts, and executed by die Sheriffs ,he had ap- 
pointed. It is much to his Honour, that notwithftanding all this Plenitude 
of Power, he governed the Province with Integrity and Moderation. A 
Reprefentation from the Inhabitants of Long lfland, to the Genera] Court of 
Connecticut, made about the Time of the Revolution, commends him as a 
Man of an eafy and benevolent Difpofition ; and this Testimonial is the 
more to be relied upon, becaufe the Defign of the Writers, was by a Detail 
of their Grievances, to induce the Colony of Qwnefticut to take them under 
its immediate Prote&ion. 

Francis Lovelace, a Colonel, was appointed by the Duke, to fucceed 
Nicolls in the Government of the Province, which he began to exereife in 
May, 1667. As he was a Man of great Moderation, the People lived very 
peaceably under him, tiU the Re-furrender of the Colony, which put an End 
to his Power, and i$ the only Event, that fignalized his Adminiflration. 

The ambitious Defigos of Louis XIV. againft the Dutch, gave Rife to 
our War with the States General in 167a. Charles II. a Prince funk in Plea- 
fures, profligate, and poor, was eafily detached from his Alliance with the 
Dutch, .by the Intrigues and pecuniary Promifes of the French King. The 
following Paffage from a fine Writer *, fliews that his Pretences for entering 
into the War, were perfeftly groundlefs and trifling. 

• Vokmrit Age of Lews XIV. 

" The 
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" The King of England, on his Side, reproached them with Difrefpedt, 
" in not dire&ing their Fleet to lower the Flag before an Engli/h Ship ; and 
" they were alfo. accufed in regard to a certain Picture, wherein Cornelius de 
" Witt, Brother to the Penfionary, was painted with the Attributes of a 
" Conqueror. Ships were represented in the Back-ground of the Piece,' 
<c either taken or burnt, Cornelius de Witt, who had really had a great 
<c Share in the maritime Exploits againft England, had permitted this trifling 
" Memorial of his Glory : but the Pi&ure, which was in a manner un- 
" known, was depofited in a Chamber wherein fcarce any body ever entered, 
" The Englijb Minifters, who prefented the Complaints of their King 
" againft Holland, in Writing, therein mentioned certain abuffoe Pictures. 
" The States, who always tranflated the Memorials of Ambafladors into 
" French, having rendered abujfoe, by the Words fautifs trompeurs, they re- 
plied, that they did not know what thefe roguijh Pidhtres (ces tableau x 
trompeurs) were. In reality, it never in the leaft entered into their 
Thoughts, that it concerned this Portrait of one of their Citizens, nor 
did they ever conceive this could be a Pretence for declaring War." 
A few Dutch Ships arrived the Year after on the 30th of July, under 
Staten Ifland, at the Diftance of a few Miles from the City of New-Tdrk. 
John Manning, a Captain of an Independent Company, had at that Time 
the Command of the Fort, and by a Meflenger lent down to the Squadron, 
treacheroufly made his Peace with the Enemy. On that very Day the Dutch 
Ships came up, moored under the Fort, landed their Men, and entered the 
Garrifon, without giving or receiving a Shot, A Council of War was 
afterwards held at the Stadt-Houfe, at which were prefent 

Corneli* Ryertfe, jun. 7 Commodores . 
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Jacob Benkes, 

Anthony Coke* 

Nicholas Boes, ^ Captains 

Abraham Ferd. Van Zyll, 
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All the Magiftrates and Conftables from Eqfl Jerfey, Long Ifland, Efopus,, 
and Albany, were immediately fummoned to New-York ; and the major Part 
of them • fwore Allegiance to the States General, and the Prince of Orange. 
Colonel Lovelace was ordered to depart the Province, but afterwards detained 
l^eave to return to England with Commodore Benkes. It has often been, 
infifted on, that this Conqueft did not extend to the whole Province of, 
New Jerfiy y but upon what Foundation I cannot difcover. - From the Dutch 

■Records* 
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Records, it appeals, that Deputies were feat by the People inhabiting the 
Country, even fo far Weftward as Delaware River, who in the Name of 
their Principals, made a Declaration of their Submiffion ; in return for 
which, certain Privileges were granted to them, and three Judicatories 
ere&ed at Niewer* Amjkl* Upland* and Hoer Kill. Colve s CommifEon to be 
Governour of this Country is worth printing, becaufe it (hews the Extent 
of the Dutch Claims. The Tranflation runs thus : 

u The honourable and awful Council of War, for their High Mighti- 
" nefies the States General of the United Netherlands* and his Serene High- 
" nefs the Prince of Orange* oyer a Squadron of Ships, now at Anchor in 
" Hudjbns River in New-Netherlands. To all thofe who Audi fee or hear 
" thefe, Greeting. As it is neceflary, to. appoint a fit and able Perfon, to 
" carry the chief Command over t^iis jCoraqisiQCl j<rf JVr«^iV^&r//7n^ 9 with 
" all its Appendencics and Dependencies from Cape /£ nkpen on the South 
<( Side of the South or Delaware* Bay, and fifteen Miles more Southerly, with 
" the faid Bay and South River included ; fo as they were formerly pofleffed 
€€ by the Dire&ors of t|ie City of jimfterdam* and after by the Englifh Go- 
<( vernment, in the Name and Bright of the Duke pf Tort ; and further 
" from die faid Cape of Hinhpen^ along the Great Qcean* to the Eaft End 
of Long IJland* and Shelter IJland \ from thence Weftward to the Middle 
of the Sound* to a Town called Greenwich* on the Main, and to run 
Landward in, Northerly; provided that fuch Line (hall not come within 
**' ten Miles of North River* conformable to a provincial Treaty made in 
" 1650, and ratified by the States General, February 22, 1656, and January 
" 23, 1664 ; with all Lands, Iflands, Rivers, Lakes, Kills, Creeks, frefh and 
" fait Waters, Fortrefles, Cities, Towns, and Plantations therein compre- 
" hended. So it is, that we being fufficiently affured, of the Capacity of 
" Anthony Colve* Captain of a Company of Foot, in the Service of their 
High Mightinefles, the States General of the United Netherlands* and his 
Serene Highnefs the Prince of Orange* &c. By Virtue of our Commiflion, . 
granted us by their before-mentioned High Mightineflb and his High- 
nefs, have appointed and qualified, as we do by thefe Prefects appoint 
and qualify, the faid. Captain Anthony Colve* to govern and rule thefe 
*" Lands, with the Appendencies and Dependencies thereof, as Governor 
" General * to prote& them from all Invafions of Enemies, as he fhall 
" jiidgemoft neceflary; hereby charging all high and low Officers, Jufticos, 
-4 and Aggifaatcs, and Others in Authority, Soldiers, Burghers, r «nd all the 
v Inhabitant ff this Land,, to acknowledge, honour* rcfpeft* tad obey, 
1 * "the 
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•* the faid Anthony Cohe> as Governor General 5 for fuch we judge ne- 
€i ceffary, for the Service of the Country, waiting the Approbation of our 
" Principals. Thus done at Fort-WilHam-lIendericky die 12th Day of 
" Auguji, 1 67 1. 

" Signed by « j^ Benkesr 

4< Cornelius Evertfe> jun. 

The Dutch Governour enjoyed his Office but a very fhort Seafon, for on. 
the. 9th of February, 1674, the Treaty of Peace between England and the. 
States General was figned at Weflminjler\ the fixth Article of which, reftored 
litis Country to the Englijh. The Terms of it were generally, cc That what- 
•* foever Countries, Kands, Towns, Ports* Caftles, or Forts, have or fhall 
" be taken on both Sides, fince the Time that the late unhappy War broke: 
" put* either in Evrcpe or elfewhere; (hall be reftored t6 the former Lord 
" and Proprietor, in die fame Condition they fhall be iir, when the Peace it- 
felf fhall be proclaimed ; after which Time, there fhall be no Spoil nor 
Plunder of the Inhabitants, no Demolition of Fortifications, nor carry- 
ing away of Guns, Ponder or other Military Stores, which belonged to. 
" any Caftte or Fort, ait tile Time when it was taken." 

The Lenity which began the Administration of Colonel Nicolls was con- 
tinued under Lovelace. Pie appears to have been a Man, rather of a phleg- 
matic -than an enterprifing D^pofition, always purfoing the common Road, 
and fcarce ever a&kig without the Aid of his Council. Inftead of taking 
upon himfelf the fofe Determination of judicial Controverfies, after the Ex- 
ample of his Predeceflor, he eailed to his Affiftance a few Juftices of tlie 
Peace. This, which was called The Court of Assizes;*, was the prin- 
cipal Law Judicatory in thole Times. The Legiflative Power under the 
Duke, was vefted entirely in the Governour and Council. A third Eftate 
might then be cafily difpenfed with, for the Charge of the Province was 
f fmall, and in a great Meafure defrayed by his Royal Highnefs, the Pro- 
prietor of the Country. . 

■■ ■" » - t ■ . Upoa 

• This wa* a Court both of Law an<TEquity, Twenty pounds, feven Conftables and Over- 

for the Trial of Caufcs of 2.0/. and upwards, feers were .Judges in the firftj and in the laft the 

and ordinarily fat but once a Year. Subordi- Juftices of the Peace, with a Jury of feven Men*. 

nate to this, woe the Town Courts andSeffions; The Verdift of the Majority was fufficient. 
the former took Cognizance of A&ions tinder $k f The Manner of railing public Money, was 

and the latter,., of Suits between, that Sum and cftablifhed by Colonel Nicolb on the firft of Jf*'*, 

1.665*. 
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Upon Conclufion of the Peace in 1674, the Duke of Tori, to remove all 
Controverfy refpe&ing his Property, obtained a new Patent* from the King, 
dated the 29th of June, for the Lands granted in 1664, and two Days 
after commiffioned Major, afterwards Sir Edmond Androfs to be Governour 
of his Territories in America. After the Refignation of this Province, 
which was made to him by the Dutch Pofleffors, on the 31ft of OStoher 
following, he called a Court Martial, to try Manning for his treacherous 
and cowardly Surrender. The Articles of Accufation exhibited againft 
him, were in Subftance, 

I. That the faid Manning, on the 28th of July, 1673, having Notice of 
the Approach of the Enemy's Fleet, did not endeavour to put the Garrifon 
in a Pofture of Defence -, but on the contrary, flighted fuch as offered their 
Affiftance. 

II. That while the Fleet was at Anchor under Staten JJland, on the 30th 
of July, he treacheroufly fent on Board to treat with the Enemy, to the 
great Difcauragement of the Garrifon. 

III. That he fuffered the Fleet to moor under the Fort, forbidding a Gun 
to be fired on Pain of Death. 

IV. That he permitei the Enemy to land, without the leaft Oppofition. 

V. That fhortly after he had fent Perfons to treat with the Dutch Com- 
modores, he ftruck his Flag, even before the Enemy were in Sight of the 
Garrifon, the Fort being in a Condition, and die Men defirous, to fight 

VL And laftly, That he treacheroufly caufed the Fort Gates to be opened, 
and cowardly and bafely let in the Enemy, yielding the Garrifon without 
Articles. 

1665, and was thus. The High Sheriff iffued * Some are of Opinion that the fecond Patent 
. a Warrant annually, to the High Conftables of was uuneceflary, the Duke being reveflcd per 
every Diftruft, and they fcnt theirs to the petty poft liminium. This Matter has been often 
Conftables; who with the Overfeers of each difputed in the Ejedments between the N.yerfey 
Town, made a Lift of all Male Perfons above Proprietors and the Elizabeth Town Patentees. 
fixteen Years of Age, with an Eftimate of their In New-York the Right of Poftliminy was dif- 
Rent and Perfonal Eftate*, and then taxed them . regarded, and perhaps unknown ; for there are 
according to certain Rates, prefcribed by a Law. many Inftances, cfpecially on Long ljland, of new 
After the Afleflment was returned to the High Grants from Sir Edmund Androfs, for Lands pa- 
Sheriff, and approved by the Governour, the tented under Nicolls and Lovelace, by which the 
Conftables received Warrants for levying the Quit- Rcn{s have been artfully enlarged. 
Taxes by Diftrefs and Sale. 

This 
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This fcandalous Charge, which Manning on his Trial confefled to be 
true, is lefs furprifing, than the Lenity of the Sentence pronounced againft 
him. It was this, that though he deferved Death, yet becaufe he had fince 
the Surrender, been in England, and feen the King and the Duke, it was 
adjudged that his Sword /hould be broke over his Head in Publick, before 
the City Hall, and himfelf rendered incapable of wearing a Sword, and of 
ferving his Majefty for the future, in any publick Truft in the Govern- 
ment. 

This light Cenftire, is however no Proof, that Sir Edmond was a Man of 
a merciful Difpofition ; the Hiftorians of New-England, where he was af- 
terwards Governour 4 , juftly tranfmit him to Pofterity, under the odious 
Chara&er of a fycophantic Tool to the Duke, and an arbitary Tyrant over 
the People commited to his Care. He knew no Law, but the Will of his 
Mafter, and Kirk and Jefferies were not fiter Inftruments than he to exe- 
cute the defpofitic Proje&s of James II. 

In the Year 1675, Nicholas Renjlaer, a Dutch Clergyman arrived here. 
He claimed the Manor of Renjlaerwick, and was recommended by the Duke 
to Sir Edmond Androfs for a Living in one of the Churches at New-Tork, or 
Albany, probably to ferve the Popifh Caufe *. Niewenhyt, Minifter of the 
Church at Albany, difputed his Right to adminifter the Sacraments, be- 
caufe he had received an Epifcopal Ordination, and was not approved by 
the ClaJJis of Amjlerdam, to which the Dutch Churches here hold themfelves 
fubordinate. In this Controverfy the Governour took the Part of Renjlaer, 
and accordingly fummoned Niewenhyt before him, to anfwer for his Conduft. 
This Minifter was treated with fuch fingular Contempt, and fb frequently 
haraiTed, by fruitlefs and expenfive Attendances before the Council, that 
the Difpute became interefting, and the greater Part of the People refented 
the Ufage he met with. Hence we find, that the Magiftrates of Albany, 
foon after imprifoned Renjlaer, for feveral dubious Words (as they are called 
in the Record) delivered in a Sermon. The Governour, on the other hand, 
ordered him to be releafed, arid fummoned the Magiftrates to attend him 

* Another Reafon is affigned for the Favour Dongan to Killian Van Renjlaer, a diftant Rela- 

he met wi;b fiom the Crown. It is faid, that tion. This extenfive Tra£t, by the Dutch called 

while Charles II. was an Exile, he predicted the ft Colony, is an Oblong extending 24 Miles upon 

Day of his Reftoration. The People of Albany Hudfon's River, and as many on each Side. The 

had a high Opinion of his prophetick Sprit, and Patent of Confirmation w,as iffued by fpecial Di- 

many ftrange Tales about him (till prevail there, reckon from the King, and is the moft liberal 

The Parfon made nothing of his Claim, the in the Privileges it grants of any One in the 

Manor being afterwards granted, by Colonel Province. 

F at 



at New-Tori, Warrants were then iffiied to compel them to give Security 
in 5000/. each, to make out gpod Cauie for confining the Minifter. 
Leijler, who was one of them, rcfufed to ccwnjply with the Warrant, and 
was thrown into Jail. Sir JS^woawf, fearful that a great Party would rife 
up $gainft him, w^s at laft -compelled to difcontiptue ^is : Ecclefiaftical Ju- 
rifdi&ion, and to .refer thp Controvjerfy to .the Determination of the Con- 
fiftory of the Dqtcfr Church zt.Atytmy. Jt is perhaps not improbable, that 
thefe popiih Meafures, fowed the Seeds of that Averfion to the Duke's Go- 
vernment, which afterwards produced thofe violent Convulfions in the Pro- 
vince under Lei/Ier, at the Time of the Revolution, in Favour of the Prince 
of Orange. 

If Sir Edmond Atidrofss Adminiftration at New-York, appears to be lejfc 
exceptionable, tnan while he commanded at BoJlon y it was through want of 
.more Opportunities to (hew himfelf in his true Light. The main Courfe of 
his publick Proceedings, during his Continuance in the Province, was (pent 
in the ordinary A6ls of Government, which then principally confifted in 
pafling Grants to the Subjedfc, and : prefiding in T h e Court of Assise, 
eftablifhed by Colonel Lovelace. The publick Exigencies were now in Part 
fupplied by a kind of Benevolence ; the B^dge of bad Times ! This ap- 
pears in an Entiy on the Records, of a Letter of May the 5 th , 1676, from 
Governour Androfs, to feveral Towns qn Long IJland, defiling to know, what 
.Sums they would contribute towards the War. Near die Clofe of his Ad- 
miniftration, he thought proper to quarrel with Philip Carteret \ who in 
1680, exercifed the Government of Eaft Jcrfey, under a Commiflion from 
Six George Carteret, dated the 31ft of July, 1675, Androfs difputed his 
Right, and feized and brought him Prifoner to New-York ; for which it is 
faid he loft his own Government, but whoever confiders that Sir Edtnond 
was immediately prefered to be Governour of Bojion^ will rather believe, 
that the Duke fuperfeded him for fome other Reafons. 

Before I proceed to the fucceeding Adminiftration, in which our Indian 
Affairs began to have a powerful Influence upon the publick Mcafares, it 
may not be improper to prefent the Reader with a fummary View of the 
Hiftory and Chara&er of the Five Nations *. Thefe, of all thofe innumer- 
able Tribes of Savages, which inhabit tjxe northern Part of America, are of 
moft Importance to us and the French, both on Account of their Vicinity 

* By the Dutch called Maquaas y \>y the French diminilhed, and confift now only of about 
Iroquois^ and by us, Five Nations^ Six Nations^ Twelve hundred fighting Men, 
and lately the Confederates. They arx greatly 

and 
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and warlike Difpofition. Before the late Incorporation of the Tufcaroras, a * 
People driven by the Inhabitants of Carolina from the Frontiers of Virginia \ 
they confifted of Five confederate Cantons* What in particular gave Rife 
to this League, and when it took Place, are i Queftions which neither the 
Natives, nor Europeans •, pretend to ahlwer. Each of thefe Nations is di*" 
vided into three Families, or Clans, of different Ranks, bearing for their 
Arms, and being diftinguifhed by the Names of, the Tortoife, the Bear, and ' 
the miff. 

No People in the World perhaps have higher Notions than- thefe Indians 
of military Glory. All the furrounding 1 Nations have felt the Eflfefts of ) 
their Prowefs ; and many not only became their Tributaries, but were fb' 
fubjugated to their Power, that without their Gonfent, they durft not com- - 
mence either Peace or War. 

Though A regular Police for the Prefervarion of Harmony within, and* 
the Defence, of the State againft Invafions from without, is not to 'be ex- 
pefted from the People of whom I am now writing, yet perhaps, they have- 
paid more Attention to it than is generally allowed. Their Government is 
fuitedto their Condition. A People whofe Riches confift not fo much in 
abundance, as in a freedom from Want t ; who are circoinfcribed by no . 
Boundaries, who live by Hunting, and not by Agriculture, muft always be 
free, and therefore fabjeft to no other Authority, than filch as confifts with 
the Liberty neceflarily arifmg from their Circumftances. All their Affairs, 
whether refpefting Peace or War, are under the Direction of their Sachems, 
or chief Men. Great Exploits and publick Virtue procure the Efteem of a 
People, and qualify a Man to advife in Council, and execute the Plan con- 
certed for the Advantage of his Country : thus whoever appears to the In- 
dians in this advantageous Light, commences a Sachem without any other 
Ceremony. 

As there is no other Way of arriving at this Dignity, fo it ceafes, unlefe 
an uniform Zeal and Activity for the common Good, is uninterruptedly con- 
tinued. Some have thought it hereditary, but that is a Miftake. The Son 
is indeed, refpe6ted for his Father's Services, but without perfonal Merit, he 
can never fhare. in the. Government i which were it otherwife, muft fink 

* The Tufcaroras were received upon a Suppo- % An Indian, in Anfwcr to his Queftion, 

fition, that they were originally of the fame Stock What the white People meant by Covetoufnefs ? was 

with the Five Nations, becaufe there is fomeSi- told by another, that it fignified, a Deftre of more 

militude between their Languages. than a Man had need of. Th at's strange! 

t Their Inftrumcnts of Conveyances are faid the Querift. 
figncd by Signatures, which they make with a 

Pen, reprefenting thefe Animals. F Z into 



3 f THE HISTORY OF NEW-YORK.' part n. 

into perfeft Difgrace. The Children of fuch as are diitinguifhed for their 
Patriotifin, moved by the Confideration of their Birth, and the perpetual 
Incitements to Virtue conflantly inculcated into them, imitate their Father's 
Exploits, and thus attain to the fame Honours and Influence 5 which ao 
cpunts for the Opinion that the Title and Power of Sachem is hereditary. 

Each of thefe Republicks has its own particular Chiefs, who hear and de- 
termine all Complaints in Council, and though they have no Officers for the 
Execution of Juftice, yet their Decrees are always obeyed, from the general 
Reproach that would follow a Contempt of 'their Advice. •■ The Condition 
of this People exempts them from Factions, the coipmon Difeafe of popular 
Governments. It is impoffible to gain a Party amongft them by indiredt 
Means j for no Man has either Honour, Riches, or Power to beftow *. 

All Affairs which concern the general Intereft are determined in a great. 
Aflembly of the Chiefs of each Canton, ufually held at Onondaga, the 
Center of their Country. Upon Emergencies they a6l feparately, but no- 
thing can bind the League but the Voice of the general Convention. 

The French, upon the Maxim, divide & impera, have tried all poflible 

Means to divide thefe Republicks, and fometimes have even fown great 

Jealoufies amongft them. In confequence of this Plan, they have feduced 

many Families to withdraw to Canada, and there fettled them in regular 

' Towns, under the Command of a Fort, and the Tuition of Miffionaries. 

The Manners of thefe Savages are as fimple as their Government. Their 
Houfes are a few crotched Stakes thruft into the Ground, and over-laid 
with Bark. A Fire is kindled in the Middle, and an Aperture left at the 
Top for the Conveyance of the Smoke. Whenever a considerable Number 
of thofe Huts are collefted, they have a Caftle, as it is called, confifting of 
a Square without Baftions, furrounded with Pallifodoes. They have no 
other Fortification j and this is only defigned as an Afylum for their old 
Men, their Wives and Children, while the reft are gone out to War. They 
live almoft entirely without Care. While the Women, or Squaws cultivate a 
little Spot of Ground for Corn, the Men employ themfelves in Hunting! 
As to Clothes, they ufe a Blanket girt at the Waift, and thrown loofely over 

* The learned and judicious Author of T/x can never be enflaved, till they grow rich 

Spirit of Laws> fpeaking of a People who have a by Agriculture and Commerce. Property is the 

fixed Property in Lands, obferves, " That if a . moft permanent Bafis of Power. The Autho- 

" Chief would deprive them of their Liberty, rity of a Sachem depending only upon his Re- 

" they would immediately go and feek it under putation for Wifdom and Courage, muft be 

" another, or retire into the Woods, and live weak and precarious, and therefore fafe to the 

• 4 there with their Families." The Five Nations People. 
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their Shoulders -, forae of their Women indeed have, befides this, a Sort of 
a Petticoat, and a few of their Men wear Shirts ; but the greater Part of 
them are generally half naked. In Winter, their Legs are covered with 
Stockings of Blanket, and their Feet with Socks of Deer Skin. Many of 
them are fond of Ornaments, and their Tafte is very Angular. I have feen 
Rings affixed, not only to their Ears, but their Nofes, Bracelets of Silver 
and Brafs round their Wrifls, are. very common. The Women, plait their 
Hair,, and tie it up behind in a Bag, perhaps in Imitation of the French 
Beaus in Canada. Though the Indians are capable of fuftaining great 
Hard/hips, yet they cannot endure much Labour, being rather fleet, than 
flrong. Their Men are taller than the Europeans, rarely corpulent, always 
beardlefs *, ftreight limbed, of a tawny Completion, and black uncurled 
Hair. In their Food they have no Manner of Delicacy, for though Veni- 
fon is their ordinary Diet, yet fome times they eat Dogs, Bears, and even 
Snakes. Their Cookery is of two Kinds, boiled or roafted ; to perform 
the Latter, the Meat is penetrated by a fhort fharp Stick fet in the Ground, 
inclining towards the Fire, and turned as Occafion requires. They are 
hofpitable to , Strangers, though few Europeans would relifli their higheft 
Favours of this Kind, for they are very nafty both in their Garments and 
Food. Every Man has his own Wife, whom he takes and leaves at 
Pleafure : a Plurality, however, at the fame time, is by no means 
admited amongft them. They have been generally commended for their 
Chaftity, but I am informed by good Authority, that they are very lafci- 
vious, and that the Women, to avoid Reproach, frequently deftroy the 
Fcetus in the Womb. They are fo perfe&ly free, that unlefs their Chil- 
dren, who generally affift the Mother, may be called Servants, they have 
none. The Men frequently aflbciate thomfelves for Converfation, by which 
Means they not only preferve the Remembrance of their Wars, and Trea- 
ties, but diffiife among their Youths, Incitements to military Glory, as well 
as Inftru&ion in all the Subtilties of War. 

Since they became acquainted with the Europeans, their warlike Appara- 
tus is a Mufket, Hatchet f, and a long Knife. Their Boys ftill accuftora 
themfelves to Bows and Arrows, and are fo dextrous in the Ufe of them, 
that a Lad of Sixteen, will ftrike an Engli/h Shilling five times in ten 

» Becaufe they pluck out the Hairs. The t Hence, to take up the Hatchet, is with 

French Writers, who fay they have naturally no them a Phrafe fignifyihg to declare War ; as on 

Beards, are miftaken ; and the Retfons they the contrary to bury it, denotes the Eftablifh- 

affign for it are ridiculous. ment of a Peace. 

at 
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at twelve or fourteen Yards Diftance. Their Men are excellent Markfmen, 
both with the Gun and Hatchet $ their Dexterity at the latter is very extra- 
ordinary, for they rarely mils the Objeft, though at a considerable Diftance. 
The Hatchet in the Flight perpetually turns .round, and yet always ftrikes 
the Mark with the Edge. 

Before they go out, they have a Feaft upon Dog's Fleftl, and a- great 
War Dance. At thefe, the Warriours, who are frightfully painted with 
Vermillion,, rife, up and fing their own Exploits, or thofe of their Anceftor^ 
and thereby kindle a> military Enthufiafm in the whole Company. The Day 
after the Dance, they march out a few Miles in a Row, obferving .a pro- 
found Silence. The Proceffion being ended, they ftrip the Bark from a 
large Oak, and paint the Defign of their Expedition on the naked Trunk. 
The Figure of a Canoe, with the Number of Men in it, determines the 
Strength of their Party; and by a Deer, a Fox, or foine other Emblem 
painted at the Head of it, we difcover againft what Nation they are gone 
out. 

The Five Nations being devoted to War, every Art is contrived to diflufe 
a military. Spirit through the whole Body of their People. The Ceremo- 
nies attending the Return of a Party 5 feem calculated in particular for that - 
Purpofe. The Day before they enter the Village, two Heralds advance, 
and at a fmall Diftance fet up a Yell, which by its: Modulation intimates 
either, good or bad News. If v the former, the Village is- alarmed, and an 
Entertainment provided for the Conquerours> who in the mean time ap- 
proach, in Sight : one of them bears the Scalps ftretched over a Bow, and 
elevated. upon a long Pole. Theboldeft Man in the Town comes out, and • 
receives it, and inftantly flies to the Hut where the reft are colle&ed. If he 
is overtaken, he is beaten unmercifully •, but if he out-runs the Purfuer, he 
participates in the Honour of the Vi&ors, who at their •firft Entrance re- 
ceive no Compliments, nor fpeak a fingle Word till the End of the Feaft. 
Their Parents, Wives, and Children then are admited> and- treat them with 
the profoundeft. Refpeft. After thefe Salutations, one of the Conquerours is 
appointed to relate the whole Adventure, to which the reft attentively liften, 
without aflung a Queftion, and the whole concludes with a Savage Dance. 

The Indians never fight in the Field, or upon equal Terms, but always 
fculk and attack, by Surprife, in fmall Parties, meeting every Night at a 
Place of Rendezvous. Scarce any Enemy can efcape them, for by the Dif- 
pofition of the Grafs and Leaves, they follow his Tra& with great Speed 
any where but over a Rock. Their Barbarity* is fhocking to human Na- 
3 ture. 



ture. Women and Children they generally kill and fcalp, becaufe they 

would retard liieir Progrefs, tdiffhe Men they carry into Captivity. If any 

"Woman has loft .a ^Relation, and inclines to receive the Prifoner in his 

"ftead, -he not only efcapes a Series of the moft inhuman Tortures, and 

-Death itfelf,< but ' -enjoys every Immunity thty can beftow, and is tfteemed 

a Member ©£*he ^Family, frito whieh'he is adopted. To part ^with him 

would be the moft ignominious Gonduft, and confidered as felling the 

Blood of the Deceafed j and for this Reaibn it is not without the greateft 

"Difficulty, that a Captive is redeemed. 

When the Indians incline to Peace, a'Meflenger is Tent to the. Enemy with 
a Pipe, the Bowl of which is made of fbft, red, Marble -, and a long Reed 
beautifully painted, and adorned with the gay Plumage of Birds, forms the 
Stem- This is his infallible Prote&ion from any Affault on die Way. The 
Envoy makes his Propofals to the Enemy, Who if they approve them, ratify 
the Preliminaries to the Peace, fey fmokihg through the Pipe, and from thdt 
Inftajrit, a general Ceflation of Arms takes Place. The French call -it a 
"Calumet. It is ufed, as far as I can learn, by all the Indian Nations upb'n 
the Continent. The Rights of it are efteemed (acred, and have been orthy 
invaded by the Flat Heads \ in juft Indignation for which, the Confederates 
* maintained a War with them for near thirty Years, 

As to the Language of the Five Nations^ the beft Account I have had of 
it, is contained in a Letter from the Reverend Mr. Spencer •, who refided 
amongft them in the Year 1748, being then a Miffionary from the Scotch 
Society for propagating Cbrijiian Knowledge. He writes thus : 

" Sir, 

" Though I was very defirous of learning the Indian Tongue, yet 
"through my fhdrt Refidence at Onoughquage^ and the furly Difpofition 
" of my Interpreter, I confefs my Proficiency was not great. 

" Except the fufcaroras, all the Six Nations {peak a Language radically 
c< the fame. It is very mafculine and fonorous, abounding with Gutturals 
" and ftrong Afpirations, but without Labials. Its folemn grave Tone is 
<c owing to the Generality of its Feet, as you will obferve in die following 
" Tranflation of the Lord's Prayer y in which I have diftinguifhed the Time 
<c of every Syllable by the common Marks ufed in Profody*. 

* If we had a good Di&ionary, marking the perhaps it maybe ajuft Remark that no Sentence, 

Quantity as well as Emphafis of every Syllable unlefs in a Dialogue, ends well without a full 

in the Englijh Language, it would conduce to Sound. Gordon and Fordycc rarely fwerve from 

an Accuracy and Uniformity of Pronunciation, this Rule, and Mr. Mafon % an ingenious Author, 

The Dignity of Style, fo far as the Ear is con- has lately written with great Applaufe, on thi* 

cerned # confifls principally in generous Feet ; and Attribute of . Style. 
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<c Soungwauneha, caurounkyawga, tehseetaroan, sauhsoneyoufta, csa, 
" sawaneyou, Okettauhsela, ehneauwoung, na, caurounkyawga, nughwon- 
<c fhauga, neattewehnesalauga, taugwaunautoronoantoughfick, toantaugwc- 
" leewheyouftaung, cheneeyeut, chaquatautalehwheyouftaunna, toughsau, 
4< taugwaufsareneh, tawautottenaugaloughtoungga, nasawne, sacheautaug- 
« c wafs, coantehsalohaunzaickaw, esa, sawauneyou, esa, safhautzta, esa, 
" foungwafouiig, chenneauhaungwa, auwen. 

" The extraordinary Length of Indian Words, and the guttural Afpira- 
f c tions, neceflary in pronouncing them, render the Speech extremely rough 
" and difficult. The Verbs never change in their Terminations, as in 
< c Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, but all their Variations are prefixed. Befidcs 
f< the Angular and plural, they have alfo the dual Number. A Grange 
f c Tranfpofition of Syllables of different Words, Eupbonia gratid r is very 
<c common in the Indian Tongue, of which I will give an Inftance. Ooilla 
" fignifies Fire, and cawaunna great, but inftead of joining the Adje&ive 
" and Subftantive to fay great Fire, cawaunna OGiLLA,both Words would 
cc be blended into this one,co-GiLLA~wAUNNA. TheDialeftof ihcOneydas > 
" is fofter than that of the other Nations ; and the Reafon is, becaufe they 
" have more Vowels, and often fupply the Place of harfh Letters withLiquids 
V. Inftead of R> they always ufe L: Rebecca would be pronunced Lequecca" 

The Art of publick Speaking is in high Efteem among the Indians, and much 
ftudied. They are extremely fond of Method, and difpleafed with an irregu- 
lar Harangue, becaufe it is difficult to be remembered. When they an- 
fwer, they repeat the whole, reducing it into ftritt Order. Their Speeches 
are fhort, and the Senfe conveyed in ftrdng Metaphors. In Conversation 
they are fprightly, but folemn and ferious in their MefTages relating to publick 
Affairs. Their Speakers deliver themfelves with furprifing Force and great 
Propriety of Gefture. The Fiercenefs of their Countenances, the flowing 
Blanket, elevated Tone, naked Arm and ereft Stature, with a half Circle of 
Auditors feated on the Ground, and in the open Air, cannot but imprefs 
upon the Mind, a lively Idea of the ancient Orators of Greece and Rome. 

At the Clofe of eveiy important Part of tha Speech, ratifying an old Co- 
venant, or creating a new one, a Belt is generally given, to perpetuate the 
Remembrance of the Tranfaction. Thefe Belts are about four Inches 

wide. 



part ii. THE HISTORY OF NEW-YORK. 41 

wide, and thirty in Length. They confift of Strings of Conque Shell Beads 
fattened together *. 

With Refpeft to Religion, the Indians may be iaid to be under the 
thickeft Gloom of Ignorance. If they have any, which is much to be 
queftioned, thofe who affirm it, will find it difficult to tell us wherein it con- 
fifts. They have neither Prieft nor Temple, Sacrifice nor Altar. Some 
Traces indeed appear, of the original Law writen upon their Hearts ; but 
they have no Syftem of Do&rines, nor any Rites and Modes of publick 
Worfhip. They are funk, unfpeakably beneath the polite Pagans of Anti- 
quity. Some confided Notions, indeed, of Beings fuperiour to themfelves, 
they have, but of the Deity and his natural and moral Perfe£tions, no pro* 
per or tolerable Conceptions ; and of his general and particular Providence 
they know nothing. They profefs no Obligations to him, nor acknowledge 
their Dependence upon him. Some of them, it is faid, are of Opinion, 
that there are two diftindl, powerful Beings, one able to help, the other to 
do them Harm. The latter they venerate moft, and fome alledge, that 
they addrefs him by a kind of Prayer. Though there are no publick Mo- 
numents of Idolatry to be fcen in their Country, yet the Miffionaries have 
difcovered coarie Imagery in wooden Trinkets, in the Hands of their Jug- 
glers, which the Converts deliver up as deteftable. The Sight of them 
would remind a Man of Letters, of the Lares and Penates of the Ancients, 
but no certain Judgement ca.i be drawn of their Ufe. The Indians fome- 
times aflemble in large Numbers, and retire far into the Wildernefe, where 
they eat and drink in a profufe Manner. Thefe Conventions are called 
Kenticoys. Some efteem them to be debauched Revels or Bacchanalia -, but 
thofe, who have privately followed them into thefe Recedes, give fuch Ac- 
counts of their Conduft, as naturally lead one to imagine, that they pay a 
joint Homage and Supplication to fome invifible Being. If we fuppofe they 
have a Religion, it is worfe than none, and raifes in the generous Mind, 
moft melancholy Ideas of their depraved Condition. Little has been done 
to illuminate thefe dark Corners of the Earth, with the Light of the GolpeL 
The French Priefts boaft indeed of their Converts, but they have made 
more Profelytes to Politicks than Religion. Queen Anne fent a Miflionary 
amongft them, and gave him an Appointment out of the Privy Purfe. He 
was a Man of a good Life, but flow Parte, and his\Succefs very incon- 

* Thofe Beads which pafs for Money, are ver. There are always fcveral poor Families at 
called by the Indians , Watnpum^ and by theDutrfr, Albany* who fupport themfelves by coining this 
Stw<int' y fix Beads were formerly valued at a Sty- Ca(h for the Traders. 

G fiderable. 
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Itderable. The reverend Mr- Barclay afterwfttds rcfidcd among the Moketnks y 
but no fuitable Provifkm being made for an Interpreter, he was obliged tfr 
break up the Million. If die Englijb Society for propagating the Gofpel, 
that truly venerable Body, inftead of maintaining Miflionaries in rich 
Chriftian Congregations along the Continent, expended half the Amount 
of their annual Contributions on Evangelifts among the Heathen, befides 
the unfpeakable religious Benefits that would, tt is to be hoped, accrue to 
the Natives, fuch a Proceeding would conduce greatly to the Safety of our 
Colonies, and his Majefty's Service. Much has been writen upon this Sub- 
jeft in America * ; and why nothing to Purpofe has yet been attempted in 
England, towards fo laudable a Defign, can only be attributed to the ama- 
zing Falfehoods and Mifreprefentations, by which fome of the Miflionaries 
have long impofed upon benevolent Minds in Great Britain *f+ 

* See Mr. Hobart's Letters to the Epifcopa- cerned in thofe barbarous Irruptions, which have- 

liaiM in New-England. The Account of the lately deluged the Frontiers of the South-weftern 

Scotch Million at Stockbridge. Dougbfte Sum- Provinces, with the Blood of feveral hundred, 

mary, &c. . Innocents of every Age and Sex. At the Com- 

f This is notorious to all who give theinfclves mencement of thefe Ravages, they flew into the 
the Trouble of perufing the Abftra£$ of their Settlements, and put themfelves under the Pro- 
Accounts publiflied in England. IfwoUld be*a te6tion of the Government. Thefe htdians no. 
very agreeable Office to me, on this Occafion, fooner became Chriftian s, than they openly pro- 
to diftiitguifli the Innocent from the Guilty, but feffed their Loyalty to King George -, and there- 
that fuch a Taflc would infallibly raife up a Hoft fore to contribute to their Conversion, was as truly. 
of Enemies. Many of the Miflionaries are Men politick?™ nobly Chriftian. Thofc Colonies which 
'of Learning and exemplary Morals. Thefe in have done moft for this charitable Defign, have 
-America are known and honoured", ahd cannot efcaped beft from the late diftreffing Calamities. 
be • prejudiced by an indifcriminate Cenfure- Of all the Miflionaries, Mv. David B miner d r 
Their joining in a Reprefentation for diftin- who recovered thefe Indians from the Darknefs 
guifliing the Delinquents, who are a Difgrace to of Paganifm, was moft fuccefsful. He died the 
the Cloth, will ferve as a full Vindication of them- 9th of Oclober, 1747, a Viftim to his extreme 
felves to the Society. Mr. Ogilvit is, Ibelfeve, Mortification and inextinguHhablcZeal, for the 
the onlyPerfon now employed by that charitable Profperity of his Miflion. Thofe who are cu- 
Corporation among the Indians^ and the grtatteft rious to enquire particularly into the Effcds of 
Part even of his Charge is in the City of Albany, his indefatigable Induftry, may have Recourfe to 
All the Scotch Miflionaries are among, the- Hea- his Journal, publiflied at Philadelphia, by the 
then, and their Succefs has been fufficient to en- American Correfpondents of the Scotch Society, 
courage any future Attempts. Th*re is a regu- in whofe Service he was employed. Dv^Doug- 
lar Society of Indian Converts -in New-Jerjey ; lafi, ever ready to do Honour to his Native 
and it is worthy of Remark^ that not one of Country, after remarking that this felf-denyiag 
them has apoftatized into Heathenifm. Some of Clergyman rode about 400 Miles, in the Year 
them have made fuch Proficiencies in praclical 1744, with an Air of Approbation, aflcs, " Is 
Religion, as ought to fliame many of us, who " there any Miffionary, from any of the So- 
boaft the illuminating Aids of our Native Chrift- « cieties, for propagating the Gofpel in Foreign. 
Minify. Notonc of thefe Indians has bton con- « Parts,, that has reported the like ? M 

As 
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As to the Hiftory of the Fru* Nations* before their Acquaintance with 
the Europeans* it is wrapt up io the Darftnefs of Antiquity. It is &id that 
tiieir firft Rdicfence was in the Country about Montreal-, and that the fu- 
periour Strength of the Adirondack* whom the French call Algonquins* drove 
diem into their prefent Pofleflions, lying on the South Side of the Mohawk 
River, and the great Lake Ontario *. Towards the Clofe of thofe Difputes, 
which continued for a great Series of Years, the Confederates gained Ad- 
vantages over the Adirondack, and ftruck a genfcnd Terrour into all the 
other Indians. The Harems on the North Side of the Lake Erie* and the 
Cat Indians on the South Side, were totally conquered and difperfed. , JTie 
French* who fettled Canada in 1603, took Umbrage at their Succeis, and 
began a War with them which had well nigh ruined the new Colony. Jij 
Autumn 1665, Mr. Courcetles* the Governour, fent out a Party agaipft th? 
Mohawk. Through Ignorance of the Country, and the Want of Snow-ihoe^ 
they were almoft perifhed, when they fell in with Schencetady. And even 
there the Indians would have facrificed them to their barbarous Rage, had 
XiotCor/ear, ^Dutchman* interpofed to protect them. For this feafonabkHofpi- 
tality, the French Governour invited him to Canada* but he was unfortunately 
drowned in his Paflage through the Lake Cbampiain. It is in Honour of 
this Man, who was a Favourite of the Indians* that the Governoiirs of 
New-York* in all their Treaties are addrefled by the Name of Cor/ear. 
-Twenty light Companies of Foot, and the whole Militia of Canada* marched 
the next Spring into die Country of the Mohawk ;\ but their Succefs was 
vaftly unequal to the Charge and Labour of fuch a tedious March of 700 
Miles, through an uncultivated Defart ; for the Indians* on their Approach, 
retired into the Woods, leaving behind them fome old Sachems, who pre- 
fered Death to Life, to glut the Fury of their Enemies. The Emptinefs of 
this Parade on the one Hand, and the Indian Fearfulnefs of Fire Arms on 
the other, brought about a Peace in 1667, which continued for feveral Years 
after. In this Interval, both the Engii/b and French cultivated a Trade with 

* Charlevoix* in Partiality to the French* limits on the North, as well as the South Side of the 

the Country of the Five Nations* on the North, Lake, and mentions feveral of their Villages in 

to the 44 th Degree of Latitude ; according to 1679, viz. Tejajahon* Kente* znd Ganneoujfe. The 

'which, all the Country on the North Side of the Map in his Book agrees with the Text, Cbarle- 

Lake Ontario* and the River ifliiing thence to voix is at Variance with his Geographer ; for 

Montreal* together with a confiderable Traft of Mr. Bellin* befides laying down thefe Towns in 

Land on the South Side of that River, belongs to the Map, contained in the fifth Volume, writes 

the French. Nenmpin* aRecollet Friar, has more on the North Side of the Protraction of Lake 

Regard to Truth than the Jefuit ; for he tells us Ontario* Lei Iroquois du Nord* 
in Effecft, that the Iroquois poflefled the Lands 

G a the 
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the Natives very profitable to both Nations. The latter, however, were 
raoft politick and vigorous, and filled the Indian Country with their Mifc 
fionaries. The Sieur Perot, the very Year in which the Peace was con- 
cluded, travelled above 1200 Miles Weftward, making Profelytes of the 
Indians every where to the French Intereft. Courcelles appears to have been 
a Man of Art and Induftry. He took every Meafure in his Power for the 
Defence of Canada. To prevent the Irruptions of the Five Nations, by the 
Way of Lake Cbamplain, he built feveral Forts in 1665, between that and 
the Mouth of the River SoreL In 1672, juft before his Return to Franct, 
under Pretence of treating with the Indians more commodioufly> but in 
Realty, as Charlevoix exprefles it, " to bridle theiji," he obtained their Leave 
to ereft a Fort at Cadaracqui, or Lake Ontario, which Count Frontende, his 
Succeflbur, completed the following Spring, and called after his own Name*. 
The Command of it was afterwards given to Mr. De la SaUe y vfbo, in 1678, 
rebuilt it with Stone. This enterprifing Perfon, the fame Year, launched a 
Bark of ten Tons into the Lake Ontario, and another of fixty Tons, the 
Year after into Lake Erie , about which Time he inclofed with Pallifadoes, 
a little Spot at Niagara. 

Though the Duke of Tork had prefered Colonel Thomas Dongan to the 
Government of this Province on the 30th of September* 1682, he did not 
arrive here till the 27th oiAuguft, in the following Year. He was a Man 
of Integrity, Moderation, and genteel Manners, and though a profefled Pa*- 
pift, may be clafled among the beft of our Governours. 

The People, who hid been formerly ruled at the Will of the Duke's 
Deputies, began their firft Participation in the legiflative Power under Co* 
lonel Dongan, for fhortly after his Arrival, he iffued Orders to the Sheriffs, 
to fumnion the Freeholders for choofing Reprefentatives, to meet him in 
Aflembly on the 17th of Oftober, 1683. Nothing could be more agreeable 
to the People, who, whether Dutch or Englijh, were born the Subje&s of a 
free State \ nor indeed, was the Change, of lefs Advantage to the Duke; 
1 than to the Inhabitants. For fuch a general Difguft had prevailed, and in 
particular in Long IJland, againft the old Form which Colonel Nicolls had 
introduced, as threatened the total Subverfion of the puhlick Tranquility. 
Colonel Dongan faw the Difaffe&ion of the People at the Eaft End of the 
Ifland, for he landed thereon his firft Arrival in the Country -, and to extin* 

. * In May 1721, it was a Square with four many fmaH Iflands, and a good Harbour, and 
Baftions, built of Stone, being a Quarter of a behind it a Mora*. Charlevoix. 
French League in Circumference j before it, are 

guifti 
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guifh the Fire of Difconteht, then impatient to burft out, gave them his 
Promife, that no Laws or Rates for the future fhould be impofed, but by. 
a general Aflembly. Doubtlefi, this Alteration was agreeable to the Duke's 
Orders, who had been ftrongly importuned for it *, as well as acceptable to 
the People, for they fent him foon after an Addrefs, expreffing the higheft 
Senfe of Gratitude, for fo beneficial a Change in the Government. It 
would have been impoflible for him much longer to have maintained the 
old Model over free Subjefts, who had juft before formed themfelves into a 
Colony for the Enjoyment of their Liberties, and had even already follicited the 
Protection of the Colony of Connecticut, from whence the greateft Part of them 
came. Difputes relating to the Limits of certain Townfhips at the Eaft 
End of Long IJland, fowed the Seeds of Enmity againft Dongan, fo deeply 
in the Hearts of many who were concerned in them, that their Reprefen- 
tatdon to Connecticut, at the Revolution, contains the bittereft Invectives 
againft him. 

Dmgan furpafled all his PredecdTours > in a due Attention to our Affair* 
with the Indians, by whom he was highly efteemed. It muft he remem- 
bered to his Honour, that though he was ordered by the Duke, to en- 
courage the French Priefts, who were come to refide among the Natives, 
under Pretence of advancing the Popifh Caufe* but in Reality to gain them 
over to a French Intereft -, yet he forbid the Five Nations to entertain them*. 
The Jefuits, however, had no finall Succefs. Their Profelytes are called 
Praying Indians, or Cagbnuagaes, and refide now in Canada, at the Fall of 
St. Lewis, oppofite to Montreal. This Village was begun in 167 1, and con* 
fifts of fuch of the Five Nations, as have formerly been drawn away by the 
Intrigues of the French Priefts, in the Times of Lovelace and Androfs, who 
feem to have paid no Attention to our Indians Affairs -f\ It was owing to, 
the Irrigation alfo of thefe Priefts, that the Five Natious about this Time, 
commited Hoftilities on the back Parts of Maryland and Virginia, which 
occafioned a grand Convention at Albany, in the Year 1684. Lord. Howard 
of Effingham, the Governour of Virginia, was prefent, and made a Covenant 
with them for preventing further Depredations, towards the Accomplifh- 

* The Petition to his Royal Highnefe was \ Of late fome others of the Confederates 

drawn by the Council, the Aldermen of New- have been allured to fettle at Ofweg/atchi, -called. 

York, and the Juftices of the Peace at the Court by the French, la GalUtte, near^ 50 Miles below 

cfAflize, the 29th of June, 1681. I have feen Frontenac. General Shirley's EmiiTarte* from, 

a Copy in the Hands of Lewis Morris, Efq; It OJwego in 1755, prevailed with feveral of thefc 

•contains many fevere Reflections upon the Ty*- Families to retain to their old Habitations* 

ranny of Sir MdmonJ j/mhyfs. 1 - r . - . . r. : . 
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rtient of which, Colonel Dongan was very inftrumental *, Do£tor Coidm 
has publifhed this Treaty at large, but as it has no immediate Conne&ion 
With the Affairs of this Province, I beg Leave to refer the Reader for a full 
Account of it, to his Hiftoiy of the Five Nations. 

' While Lord Howard was at Albany, a Meflenger from De la Barre, then 
Governour of Canada, arrived there, complaining of the Scnneca Indians, for 
interrupting the French in their Trade with the more diftant Indians, com- 
monly included among us by the general Name of the Far Nations *f\ Co- 
lonel Dongan, to whom the Meflage was fent, communicated it to the &w- 
necass who admited the Charge, but juftified their Conduft, alledging, that 
the Wench iiipplied Arms and Ammunition to the Twightwies J, with whom 
they were then at War. De la Barre, at the fame Time, meditating nothing 
lefe than the total Dfeftru6lion of the Five Nations, proceeded with an Army 
6f 1700 Men to the- Lake Ontario. Mighty Preparations were made to ob- 
tain the defired Succefs : frefh Troops were imported from France, and a 
Letter ptocitred from the Duke of York to Colonel Dongan, commanding 
hifti to fey 'no Obftacles in the Way. The Officers ported in the Out Forts, 
even as far as Mejjilitoakinae, were ordered to rendezvous at Niagara, with 
all the Wsflfefti Indians they could engage. Dofigan, regardlefe of the Duke's 
Orders, spprifed the Indians of the French Defigns, and promifed to affift 
them. After fix Weeks Delay at Fort Frontenac, during which Time a great 
Sicknefs, occafioned by bad Provifions, broke out in the French Army, De la 
Barre found it neceffary to conclude the Campaign with a Treaty, for which 
Piirpofe he croffed the Lake, and came to the Place which, from the Diftrels 
of his Army, was called la Famine. Dongan fent an Interpreter among the 
Indians, by all means to prevent them from attending the Treaty. The 
Mohawks and Sennecas accordingly refufed to meet De la Barre, but the 
Oneydoes, Onondagds, and Cayugas, influenced by the Millionaires, were un- 
willing to hear the Interpreter, except before the Priefts, one La Main, and 
three other Frenchmen, and afterwards waited upon the French Governour. 
Two Days after their Arrival in the Camp, Monfieur De la Barre addreffing 
himfelf to Gdrrangula, an Onondaga Chief, made the following Speech, the 
Indians, and French Officers at the fame time forming a Circle round about 
him- 

* This Covenant was ratified in 1685, and Sides of the Lakes Nuromand Erie, Weftward, 

at feveral Times fince. as far as the Miffiffippi, and the Southern Coun- 

f By the Far Nations are meant, all thofc nu- try along the Banks of the Ohio, and its Branches, 
merous Tribes inhabiting the Countries on both % By the French called Miamits. 
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TTbe Xing, .my Matter, being informed, that the Five Nations have 
" pften infringed the Peace, has or derad jae to qojrie hither jwkh a.Guard, 
" and to fend Qbguejfe to the Qmndagas, to bring die chief Sachems to my 
" Camp, The Intention of the Great King is, that You and I may finoke 
" the Calumet of Peacp together ; but on .this Condition, .that you promife 
" me, in the Name of the Senekas, Cayugas, Oxoudagas, and Mohawks, to 
" give entire Satisfaction and Reparation to his Subjo&s, and for the. 
" future, never to moleft them. 

" The Senekas, Cayugas > Onondagas, Oneydpes, ajid Mohawks, have robbed. 
u and abufed all the Traders that were pafljng to ,the Illinois and Miarnies,, 
fX and other Indian Nations, the Children .of my King. They have a&ed,, 
•* on thefe Occafions, contrary to the Treaty jpf P^ace with myjfte^eceflor.. 
* lam ordered, therefore, to demand Satisfaftipn, .and to tellthem^;tti^t 
" in Cafe of Refufal, or their plundering us any more, that I have exprefs, 
•* Orders to declare War., This Belt confirms my Words. The Waniours 
** of the Five Nations haye.condu&ed the: Englijb intone .Lakes, .which , 
14 belong to the King, my Mafter, and brought the Englijb among the 
u Nations, that are his Children, to deftroy the Tradebf his Subjefts f -and» 
u to withdraw thefe Nations fromhim. They have carried the Englijb. 
u thither, notwithftanding the Prohibition of the late Governour of New— 
" Fork, who.forefaw the Rifque that both they and you would .run*. I ami 
u willing to forget thofe Things, but if ever the iike fhall happen for the. 
u future, I have expreis Orders to declare War againft you. This Belt 
" confirms my Words. Your Warriours have made fcveral barbarous In— 
"• curiions on the Illinois and Umatneis ; they have maflacred Men, Women, , 
"and Children, and have made many of thefe Nations Prifoners, wlio, 
thought themfehees fafe in their Villages in Time of Peace ; thefe People,, 
who, are my King's Children, muft not be your Slaves; you muft give 
them their Liberty, and fend them.back into their own. Country. If the 
" Five Nations fhall refufe to do tliis, I have expreis Orders to declare War 
" againft them. This Belt confirms my Words. - i ■ ' - 

" This is what I have to fay to Garrangula, that hemay<auty to the Sene&as,., 
".Onondagas, Oneydoes, Cayugas, and Mohawks, the Declaration which the. 
€i King, my Mafter, has commanded me to make. He doth not wifh them? 
44 to force, him, to fend, a great Army XojCadarackui Fort, to begins War,, 
v which mufi be fatal to;thean. He would be forrp that this Fort; that was 
** the Work gf P<w,Jhould become the Prifon of yowvWandows; 4 .'We: 

" mult: 
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cc mud endeavour, on both Sides, to prevent fuch Misfortunes. The 
u French j who are the Brethren and Friends of the Five Nations, will never 
cc trouble their Repofe, provided that the Satisfaction which I demand, be 
<c given ; and that the. Treaties of Peace be hereafter obferved. I (hall be 
c< extremely grieved, if my Words do not produce the EfFeft, which I ex- 
<c pe& from them ; for then I fhall be obliged to join with the Governour 
" of New-Tor k, who is commanded by his Matter, to aflift me, and burn 
" the Caflles of the Five Nations, and deftroy you. This Belt confirms 
" my Words." 

Garrangula heard thefe Threats with Contempt, becaufe he had learnt the 
diftrefled State of the French Army, and knew that they were incapable of 
executing the Defigns witjr which they fet out ; and therefore, after walking 
five or fix times round the Circle, he anfwered the French Governour, who 
fat in an Elbow Chair, in the following Strain : 

w Yonnondio, 

: " I honour you, and the. Warriours that are with me likewife honour 

: f x you. . Your Interpreter has finifhed your Speech ; I now begin mine. 

} " My Words make hafte to reach your Ears ; hearken to them. 

" Yonnondio, you muft have believed, when you left Qucbeck, that the 
cc Sun had burnt up all the Forefts, which render our Country inacceffible 

; " to the French, or that the Lakes had fo far overflown the Banks, that 
" they had furrounded our Caftles, and that it was impoflible for us to get 
cc out of them. Yes, Yonnondio, furely you muft have dreamt fo, and 
" the Curiofity of feeing fo great a Wonder, has brought you fo far. 
c< Now you are undeceived, fince that I and the Warriours here prefent, 
" are come to affure you, that the Senekas, Cayugas, Onondagas, Oncydoes, and 
<c Mohawks, are yet alive.* I thank you, in their Name, for bringing back 
"into their Country the Calumet, which your Predeceflbr received from 
" their Hands. It was happy for you, that you left under Ground that 
" murdering Hatchet that has been fo often died in the Blood of the French. 
" Hear, Yonnondio, I do not fleep, I have my Eyes open, and the Sun, 
<c which enlightens me, difcovers to me a great Captain at the Head of a 
cc Company of Soldiers, who fpeaks as if he were dreaming. He fays, 
" that he only came to the Lake to fmoke on the great Calumet with die 
" Onondagas. But Garrangula fays, that he fees the contrary, that it was 
" to knock them oh the Head, if Sicknefs had not weakened the Arms of 
" the French. 

" I fee, 
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I fee Tonmndio raving in a Camp of fick Men, whofe Lives die great 
Spirit has iaved, by injBiftLog this Sicknefs onthem. Hear, Tonnondio y our 
" Women had taken their Clubs, our Children and old Men had carried 
■" their Bows and Arrows into the Heart of your Camp, if our Warriors 
" had not difarmed them, and kept them back, when your Meflenger, Ob- 
" gue/fe* came to our Caftles. It is done;, and I have faid it. Hear, Tbn- 
" nondio % we plundered none of the French* but thofe that carried Guns, 
" Powder, and Ball to the Twigbtwies and Cbiflagbicks, becaufe thofe Arms 
cc might have coft us our Lives, Herein we follow the Example of the Je- 
" foits, who ftave all the Caggs of Rum brought to our Caftles, left the 
" drunken Indians fhould knock them on the Head. Our Warriors have 
" not Bever enough to pay for all thefe Arms, that they have taken, and 
u our old Men are not afraid of the War. This Belt preferves my Words. 
" We carried thcEngliJb into our Lakes, to trade there with the Utawa- 
was and guatogbies as the Adirondacks brought the French to our Caftles, 
to carry on a Trade, which the Englijh fay is theirs. We are born free ; 
we neither depend on Tonnmdio nor Corlear. 
" We may go where we pleafe, and carry with us whom we pleafe, and 
" buy and fell what we pleafe: if your Allies be your Slaves, ufe them 
" as fuch, command them to receive no other but your People. This Belt 
" preferves my words. 

" We knocked the Twigbtwies .and Chiftagbicks on the Head, becaufe they 
<c liad cut down the Trees of Peace, which were the Limits of our Country. 
" They have hunted Bevers on our Lands : they have afted contrary to the 
" Cuftoms of all Indians ; for they left none of the Bevers alive, they kill- 
4C ed both male and female. They brought the Satanas * into the Country, 
" to take Part with them, after they had concerted ill Defigns againft us. 
" We have done lefs than either the Englijh or French* that have ufurped 
• c the Lands of fo many Indian Nations, and chafed them from their own 
Countiy. This Belt preferves my words. 

~;Hear, Tormondio^ what I fay, is the Voice of all the Five Nations ; hear 
what they anfwer ; open your Ears to what they fpeak. The Sene&as, 
Cayugas, Onondagas, Qneydoes, and Mohawks fay, that when they buried 
" the Hatchet at Cadarackui (in the Prefence of your Predeceflbr) in the 
" Middle of the Fort; they planted the Tree of Peace in the fame Place, to 
" be there carefully preferred, that, in place of a Retreat for Soldiers^ that 
" Fort might be a Rendezvous for Merchants : that in place of Arms and 
" Ammunition of War, Bevers and Merchandife fhould only enter there. 

* By the French called Sauounont. 
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" Hear, Tonnondio, take care for the future, that fo great a Number of 
* c Soldiers as appear there do not choke the Tree of Peace planted in fo finall 
<c a Fort. It will be a great Lofs, if, after it had fo eafily taken Root, you 
" fhould ftop its Growth, and prevent its covering your Country and ours 
c< with its Branches. I afllire you, in the Name of the Five Nations, that our 
" Warriors fhall dance to the Calumet of Peace under its Leaves, and fhall 
" remain quiet on their Matts, and (hall never dig up the Hatchet, till their 
" Brother Tonnondio or Corlear fhall either jointly or feparately endeavour 
" to attack the Country, which the great Spirit has given to our Anceftors. 
" This Belt preferves my Words, and "this other, the Authority which the Five 
<c Nations have given me." , ■'*" 

Then Garrangula, addreffing himfelf to Monfieur La Main, faid cc Take 
c< Courage OhgueJe,yo\i have Spirit, fpeak, explain my Words, forget nothing, 
" tell all that your Brethren and Friends fay to Tonnondio, your Governor, 
. f c by the Mouth of Garrangula, who loves you, and defires you to accept of 
• " this Prefent of Bever, and take Part with me in my Feaft, to which I 
" invite you. This Prefent of Bever is fent td Tonnondio,. on the Part of the 
« Five Nations." , 

Enraged at this bold Reply, De la Barre as foon as the Peace was con- 
cluded, retired to Montreal, and inglorioufly finifhed an expenfive Campaign, 
as Doftor .Golden obferves, in a Scold with an old Indian. 

De la Barre was fucceeded by the Marquis De Nonville, Colonel of the 
Dragoons, who arrived with a Reinforcement of Troops in 1685. The 
Marquis was a Man of Courage and an enterprifing Spirit, and not a little 
animated by the Confideration, that he was fent over to repair the Difgrace, 
which his Predeceflbur had brought upon the French Colony. The* Year 
after his Arrival at Quebec, he wrote a Letter to the Minifter in France, re- 
commending the Scheme of ere&ing a Stone-Fort, fufiicient to contain four or 
five hundred Men, at Niagara, not only to exclude the Engli/h from the Lakes, 
but to command the Fur Trade and fubdue the Five Nations. Dongan, who 
was jealous of his Defigns, took Umbrage at the extraordinary Supplies fent 
to Fort Frontenac, and wrote to the French Gfovernourg, fignifying that if he 
attacked the Confederates, he would confider it, as a Breach of the Peace 
fubfifting between the two Crowns ; and to prevent his building a Fort at 
Niagara, he protefted againft it, and claimed the Country as dependent up- 
on the Province. De Nonville, in his Anfwer, denied that he intended to in- 
vade the- Five Nations, tho' the neceflary Preparations for that Purpofe were 
then carryihg on, and yet Charlevoix commends him for his Piety .and Up- 
rightnefs, " egalement ejlimable (fays the Jefuit) four fa Valeur, J a droiture & 
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'ifaPieti? Colonel Dongan, who knew the Importance of our Indian Alliance, 
placed no Confidence in the Declarations of the Marquis, but exerted him.- 
felf in preparing the Confederates for a War j and the French Authour, juft 
mentioned, does him Honour, while he complains of him as a perpetual 
Obftacle, in the Way of the Execution of their Schemes. Our Allies were 
now triumphing in their Succefs over the Cbigtagbics, and meditating a War 
with the 7wigbtwi.es, who had difturbed them in their Bever-hunting. De 
Nonvilk, to prevent the Interruption of the French Trade with the Twigbtwies, 
determined to divert the Five Nations and carry the War into their Country. 
To that End, in 1687, he colledted 2000 Troops and 600 Indians at Montreal, 
and iffued Orders to all the Officers in the more wefterly Country, to meet 
him with additional Succours at Niagara, on an Expedition againft the Sen- 
necas. An Engli/h Party under one MGregory, at the fame Time was gone 
out to trade on the Lakes, but the French, notwithftanding the Peace then 
fubfifting between the two Crowns, intercepted them, feized their EfFedfcs, 
and imprifoned their Perfons. Monfieur Fonti Commandant among the 
ChiSiagbics, who was coming to the General's Rendezvous at Niagara, did 
the like to another Englifh Party, which he met with in Lake Erie *. The 
Five Nations, in the mean Time, were preparing to give the French Army a. 
fuitable Reception. Monfieur Companie, with two or three hundred Cana- 
dians in an advanced Party, furprifed two Villages of the Confederates, who, 
at the Invitation and on the Faith of the French, feated themfelves down, 
about eight Leagues from Lake Fadarackui or Ontario. To prevent their. 
Efcape with Intelligence to their Country Men, they were carried to the Fort, 
and all but thirteen died in Torments at the Stake, finging with an heroick 
Spirit, in their expiring Moments, the Perfidy of the French. The reft accord- 
ing to the exprefs Orders of the French King, were fent to the Galleys in 
Europe. The Marquis having embarked his whole Army in Canoes, fet out 
from the Fort at Cadurackui on the 23d of June, one half of them pafling along 
the North, and the other on the fouth Side of the Lake 5 and both arrived the 
fame Day at Tyrondequait, and fhortly after fet out on their March towards the 
chief Village of the Sennecas at about feven Leagues Diftance. The main Body 
was compofed of the Regulars and Militia, the Front and Rear of the Indians 
and Traders. The Scouts advanced the fecond Day of their March, as far 
as the Corn of the Village, and within Piftol-fhot of 500 Se?inecas, who lay 
upon their Bellies undifcovered. The French, who imagined the Enemy were 

* Both thefe Attacks were open Infra&ions of in America, fiiould be free to the EngliJI) and 
the Treaty at Whitehall executed in Nov. 1686 ; French, 
by which it was agreed, that the Indian Trade 

. all 
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all fled, quickened their March to overtake the Women and old Men. But 
no fooner had they reached the Foot of a Hill, about a Mile from the Vil- 
lage, than the Setmecas raifed the War Shout, and in the fame Inftant 
charged upon the whole Army both in the Front and Rear. Universal Gon- 
ftifion enfued. The Battalions divided, fired upon each other, and flew into 
the Wood. The Serwecas improved the Difcrder of the Enemy, till they 
were repulfed by the French Indians. According to Charlevoix's Account, 
which may be juftly fufpe&ed, the Enemy k>ft but fix Men, and had twenty 
wounded in the Conflift. Of the Sennecas, he fays, fixty were wounded 
and forty five flain. The Marquis was fe much cfifpirited, that he could 
not be perfuaded to purfue the Enemy that Day ; which gave the Sennecat 
an Opportunity to burn their Village and get off. Two old Men remain- 
ed in the Caftle to receive the General, and regale the Barbarity of his 
Indian Allies. After deftroying the Corn in this and feveral other Villages, 
the Army retired to the Banks of the Lake, and ere&ed a Fort with fata 
Baftions on the fouth-eaft Side of the Straights at Niagara, in which they 
left ioo Men* under the Command of Le Chevalier de la Troye, with eight 
Months Provifions ; but thefe being elofely blocked up, all, except feven or 
eight of them, who Were accidentally relieved, perifhed thro* Famine *. 
Soon after this Expedition, Colonel Dongan met the Five Nations at Albany. 
To what Intent, appears from the Speech he made to them on the 5th of 
Augufi, which I choofe to lay before the Reader, to fhew his Vigilance and 
Zeal for the Intereft of his Matter, and the Common Weal of the Province 
commited to his Care. 

" Brethren, 

" I am very glad to fee you here in this Houfe, and am heartily glad that 
" you have fuftained no greater Lofs by the French, tho' I believe it was 
" their Intention to deftroy you all, if they could have furprifed you in your 
c< Caftles. 

" As foon as I heard their Defign to war with you, I gave you Notice, 

and came up hither myfelf, that I might be ready to give all the Affiftance 

and Advice, that fo fhort a Time would allow me. 



<c 



* Nothing can be more perfidious and unjuft, Command of the Lakes, but CharlcvotK blames 

than this Attack upon our Confederates. The him, as he docs Hennepin, De L'ljle and every o- 

two Crowns had but juft concluded a Treaty for ther Authour, who confeffes the Truth, to the 

the Prefervation of the Peace : La Nontan, one Prejudice of the ambitious Claims of the Court 

of the French Hiftorians cenfures De Nonvil/e's of France, 
Conduft, and admits the Britijb Title to the , 

« f 
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* <# I am now about fending a Gentleman to England, to the King, my 

* Matter, to let him know, That the French have invaded his Territories on 
c * this Side ef the great Lake T and warred upon the Brethren bis Subje&s. I 
•? therefore would willingly know, whether the Brethren have given the 
" Governor of Canada any Provocation or not* and if they have, how, 
** and in what Manner * becaufe I am obliged to give a true Account of this 
" Matter. This Bufinefe may caufe a War between the King of England, 
" and the French King, both in Europe and here, and therefore I muft 

* know the Truth. 

* cc i know the Governor of Canada dare not enter into the King of En- 
•* gland* Territories, in a hoftile Manner, without Provocation, if he 
" thought the Brethren were the King of England's Subjects 3 but you have, 

* two or three Years ago y made a Covenant-chain with the French, con- 
" trary to my Command (which I knew could not hold long) being void of 
'.* itfelf among the Christians ; for a$ much as Subjects (as you are) ought 

* not to treat with any foreign Nation, k not lying in your Power, You 
" have brought this Trouble on yourfelves, and, as I believe, this is the only 
" Reafbn of their falling on you at this Time. 

#f Brethren, I took it very ill, that after you had put yourjehes into the 

* Number of the great King of England'* Subje8s> you fhould ever offer 
•* to make Peace or War, without my Confent. You know that we can 
" live without you, but you cannot live without us 5 you never found 
M that I told you a Lie, and I offered you the Affiftance you wanted, pro- 
" vided that you would be advifed by me -, for I know the French better than 
** any of you do. 

" Now fince there is a War begun upon you by the Governor of Canada ; 
* f I hope without any Provocation by you given, I defire and command 
c< you, that you hearken to no Treaty but by my Advice ; which if you 

* foBow, you lhall have the Benefit of the great Chain of Friendfhip between 

* the great King of England, and the King of France, which came out of 
lt England the other Day, and which I have fent to Canada by. Anthony le Ju- 
" nard > in the mean Time, I will give you fiich Advice as will be for your 
cc Good ; and will fupply you with fuch Neceflaries as you will have need of. 

* c< 1/?, My Advice is, as to what Prisoners of the French you fhall take, 
cc that you draw not their Blood, but bring them home, and keep them to 
" exchange for your People, which they have Prifoners already, or may take 
" hereafter." 

; <c zdly, That if it be paffibk, that you .can order it fb, I would haveyou take 
" one or two of your wifeft Sachems, and one or two of your chief Captains, - 

2 cc of 
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c * of each Nation, to be a Council to manage all Affairs of the War; They, 
c< to give Orders to the reft of the Officers what they are to do, that your 
*' Defigns may be kept private; for after it comes among fo many People, 
<c it is blazed abroad, and your Defigns are often fruftrated; and thofc chief 
c< Men fliould keep a Correfpondence with me by a trufty Meflfenger. . 

" idly, The great Matter under Confideration with the Brethren is, how 
" to ftrengthen themfelves, and weaken their Enemy. My Opinion is, that 
." the Brethren fhould fend Meffengers to the Utawawas, Twicbtwies, and the 
" farther Indians, and to fend back likewife fome of the Prifbners of thefe 
" Nations, if you have any left, to bury the Hatchet, and to make a Co*- 
" vcnant-Chain, that they may put away all the French that are among 
" them, and that you will open a Path for themthis Way (they being the 
" King of England's Subje&s likewife, though the French have been admitted 
f - c to trade with them ; for all that the French have iaCanada, they had it of the 
" great King of England) that, by that Means, they may come hither freely, 
" where they may have every thing cheaper than among the French : 
" that you and they may join together againft the French, and make fo firm 
" a League, that whoever is . an Enemy to one, muft be to both. 

" tfhly, Another Thing of Concern is, that you ought to do what you 
" can to open a Path for all the north Indians and Mahikanders that are 
<c among the Utawawas and further Nations. I will endeavour to do the 
c< fame to bring them home. For, they not daring to return home your 
cc Way, the French keep them there on purppfe to join with the other Na- 
" tions againft you, for your Deftru&ion, for you know, that one of them 
" is worfe than fix of the others ; therefore all Means muft be ufed to bring 
" them home, and ufe them kindly as they pafs through your Country. 

" S^> My Advice further is, that Meffengers go, in behalf of all the 
" Five Nations, to the Chriftrian Indians at Canada, to perfuade them to 
" come home to their native Country. This will be another great Means to 
" weaken your Enemy ; but if they will not be advifed, you know what to 
" do with them. 

" 6thly, I think it very neceffary, for the Brethrens Security and Aflift- 
" ance, and to the endamaging the French,- to build a Fort upon the 
" Lake, where I may keep Stores and Provifions in Cafe of Neceffity ; 
<c and therefore I would have the Brethren let me know what Place will be 
" moft convenient for it. 

" 7*hly, I would not have the Brethren keep their Corn in their Caftles, as 
" I hear the Onondagas do, but bury it a great way in the Woods, where 

c< few 
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u few People may know where it is, for fear of fuch an Accident as has 
c< happened to the Sennekas. 

" Sthly, I have given my Advice in your general Aflembly, by Mr. DirkWef- 
u fels and Akus* the Interpreter, how you are to manage your Parties, and 
" how neceflary it is to get Prifoners, to exchange for your own Men that are 
" Prifoners with the French, and* I am glad to hear that "the Brethren are fo 
c< united as Mr. Dirk Wejfeh tells me you are, and that there was no rotten 
" Members nor French Spies among you. 

" gthfy, The Brethren may remember my Advice, which I fent you this 

Spring, not to go to Cadarackui; if you had, they would have ferved you, 

as they did your People that came from hunting thither, for I told you 
" that I knew the French better than you did. 

" ivthly, There was no. Advice or Propofition that I made to the Brethren 
" #11 the time that the Prieft lived at Onondaga, but what he wrote to Cana- 
" da, as I found by one of his Letters, which he gave to an Indian to car- 
" ry to Canada, but which was brought hither; therefore, I defire the Brer- 
" thren not to receive him, or any French Prieft any more, having fent for 

Engiifh Priefts, with whom you may be fupplied to your Content, 
i itbly, I would have the Brethren look out fharp, for fear of being fur- 

prifed. I believe all the Strength of the French will be at their Frontier 

Places, viz. at Cadaraciui and Oniagara, where they have built a Fort now, 
f< and at 'Trots Rivieres, Montreal and Chambly. 

" izthly, Let me put you in mind again, not to make any Treaties with- 
" out my Means, which will be more advantageous for you, than your do- 
" ing it by yourfelves, for then you will be looked upon as the King of Eng- 
" land* Subjefts, and let me know^ from Time to Time, every thing that 
cc is done. 

" Thus; far I have fpoken to you relating to the War." 
- Not long aftei- this Interview, a confiderable Party, of Mohawks and Ma- 
bikanders, or River Indians, befet Fort Chambly, burnt feveral Houfes, and re- 
turned with many 'Captives to Albany. Forty Onondagas, about the fame 
-time, furprifed a few Soldiers near Fort Frontenac, whom they confined 
inftead of the Indians fent home to the Gallies, notwithftanding the utmoft 
Addrefs was ufed to regain them, by Lamberville, a French Prieft, who de- 
livered them two Belts, to engage their Kindnefs to the Prifoners, and pre- 
vent their joining the Quarrel with the Senm-cas. The Belts being fent to 
Colonel Dongan, he wrote to De Norrci/le, to demand the Reafon of their be- 
. ing delivered,. Pere le Vaillant was fent here about the Begining of the Year 
j 688, under Cplour of bringing an Anfwer,. but in reality as a Spy. Colonel 
■ . Dongan 
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Dongan told him, that no Peace could be made with the Five Nations, un* 
leis the Indians fent to the Galleys, and the Caghnuaga Profelytes were retuni- 
ed to their refpe&ive Cantons, the Forts at Niagara and Frontenac railed, 
and the Sennecas had Satisfaction made them, for the Damage they had fuf- 
tained. The Jefhit, in his Return, was ordered not to vifit the Mohawks. 

Dongan, who was fully fenfible of the Importance of the Indian interefl: to 
the Engiijb Colonies, was for compelling the French to apply to him in affl 
their Affairs with the Five Nations 4 while they, on the other Hand, wrae-for 
treating with them independent of the EngHJb. For this Reafon, among 
others, he refufed them the Affiftance they frequently required, till they ac- 
knowledged the Dependence of the Confederates on the Engiijb Crown. 
King James, a poor bigotted, papifh, prieft-ridden Prince, ordered his Ga- 
vernour to give up tins Paint, and to perfuade the Five Nations to fend 
Meffengers to Canada, to receive Propofals of Peace from the French. Fdr 
this Purpofe, a Ceflation of Arms and mutual Redelivery of Prisoners wa!s 
agreed upon. Near 1200 of the Confederates attended this Negotiation tft 
Montreal, and in their Speech to De Nonville, infilled with great Resolution, 
upon the Terms propofed by Colonel Dongan to Father Le Vaillant. Thie 
French Governour declared his Willingnefs to put an End to the War, if all 
his Allies might be included in the Treaty of Peace, if the Mohawks and Sen- 
necas would fend Deputies to fignify their Concurrence, andf the Frendb 
might fupply Fort Frontenac with Provifions. The Confederates, According to 
the French Accounts, acceded to thefe Conditions, and the Treaty was ratifi- 
ed in the Field. But a new Rupture not long after enfued, from a Caiife 
entirely unfufpe&ed. The Dinondadies had lately inclined to the Englljb 
Trade at MiJJilimakinac, and then* Alliance was therefore become fufpe&ed 
by the French. Adario, their Chief, thought to regain the ancient Confidence, 
which had been repofed in his country Men, by a notable A6tion againft the 
Five Nations ; and for that Purpofe put himfelf at the Head of 100 Men: 
nothing was more difagreeable to him, than the Pro(pe6t of Peace between 
the French and the Confederates; for that Event would not only render the 
Amity of the Dinondadies ufelefs, but give the French an Opportunity of -rti- 
fenting their late favourable Conduft towards the Englijh. Imprefled widi 
thefe Sentiments, out of Affeftion to his Country, he intercepted the Ambaf- 
fadours of the Five Nations, at one of the Falls in Cadarackui River, kilUL 
fome, and took others Prifoners, telling them that the French Govemour had 
informed him, that fifty Warriours of the Five Nations were coming &■$ 
Way. As the Dinondadies and Confederates were then at War, the Ambafla- 
xburs were' aftonifhed at the Perfidy of the French Governour, and could not 

help 
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help communicating the Defign of their Journey. Adario, in Profecution of 
his crafty Scheme, counterfeited the utmoft Diftrefs, Anger, and Shame, on 
being made the ignominious Tool of De Nonvilles Treachery, and addreff* 
mg himfclf to Dekanefora, the principal Ambafladour, faid to him, " Go, 
" my Brethren, I untie your Bonds, and fend you Home again, though our 
cc Nations be at War. The French Governor has made me commit fb 
cc black an Aftion, that I fhall never be eafy after it, till the Five Nations 
** fhall have taken full Revenge." This Outrage and Indignity upon the 
Rights of Ambaffadours, the Truth of which they did not in the leaft doubt, 
animated the Confederates, to the keeneft Thirft after Revenge y and accord- 
ingly 1 200 of their Men, on the 26th of July 1688, landed on the South 
Side of the Ifland of Montreal, while the French were in perfeft Security; 
burnt their Houfes, facked their Plantations, and put to the Sword all the 
Men, Wdmen, and Children, without the Skirts of the Town. A thoufand 
French were flain in this Invafion, and twenty fix carried in Captivity and 
burnt alive. Many more were made Prisoners in another Attack in 03o- 
ber, and the lowfer Part of the Ifland wholly deftroyed. Only three of the 
Confederates were loft, in all this Scene of Mifery and Deflation *. 

Never before did Canada fuftain fuch a heavy Blow. The News of this 
Attack on Montreal no fooner reached the Garrifon at the Lake Ontario, 
than they fet fire to the two Barks, which they had built there, and aban- 
doned the Fort, leaving a Match to 28 Barrels of Powder, defigned to blow 
up the Works. The Soldiers went down the River in fuch Precipitation, 
that one of the 1 Battoes and her Crew were all loft in fhooting a Fall. The 
Confederates iri the mean time feized the Fort, the Powder, and the Stores ; 
and of all the French Allies, who were vaftly numerous only the Nepicirifii- 
ans and Kikabous adhered to the.m in their Calamities. The Utawawas and 
feven other Nations inftahtly made Peace with the Englijh ; and but for the 
uncommon Sagacity arid Addrefs of the Sieur Perot, the Weftern Indians 
would have murdered every Frenchman amongft them, l^or did the Dif- 
treffes of the Canadians end here. Numerous Scouts from the Five Nations, 
continually infefted their Borders. The frequent Depredations that were made, 
prevented t&em from the Cultivation of their Fields, and a diftrefling Famine 
raged throil£h the whole Country. Nothing but the Ignorance of the hidi- 
ahs, in the Art of attacking fortified Places, faved Canada from being now 
utterly cut off. It was therefore unfpeakably fortunate to the French, that 

* I have/ollowed Dr. Golden in the Account guft, and the Indians 1500 flrong ; and as to the 

of this -Attack, who diffeis ! from Charlevoix, That Lofs of the French, he diuunifhcs it only to 200 

Jefuit tells irt, that the Jnvafion was late in Au- Souls. 

■'. .. I ^Nfc. 
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-the Indians had no Afliftance from the Englijh, and as unfortunate to us, that 
our Colonies were then incapable of affording Succours to the Confederates/ 
through the malignant Influence of thofe execrable Meafures, which were 
purfued under the infamous Reign of King James the Second. Colonel Don* 
gan, whatever his Conduct might have been in civil Affairs, did all that he 
could iu thofe relating to the Indians, and fell at laft into the King's Dif- 
pleafare, through his Zeal for the true Intereft of the Province. 

While thefe Things were tranfa&ing in Canada, a Scene of the greatest 
Importance was opening at New-Tori. A general DifafFe&ion to the Govern- 
ment prevailed among the People. Papifts began to fettle in the Colony uiv- 
der the Smiles of the Governour. The Collector of the Revenues, and feve-- 
ral principal Officers, threw off the Mafk, and openly avowed their Attach- 
ment to the Doftrines of Rome. A Latin School was let up, and the Teacher 
ftrongly fufpe&ed for a Jefuit. The People of Long-ijUmd, -who were <H£- 
.appointed in their Expectation of mighty Boons, promifed by the Govern- 
our on his Arrival, were become his perfonal Enemies j and in a Wordy the 
whole Body of the People trembled for the Proteftant Caufe. Here the 
Leaven of Oppofition firft began to work. Their Intelligence from England, 
x>f the Defigns there in Favour of the Prince of Orange, blew up the Coals 
of Difcontent, and elevated the Hopes of the Difaffe&ed. But no Man 
dared to fpring in Aftion, till after the Rupture in Bo/lon. Sir Edrnand An- 
drojs, who was perfe&ly devoted to the arbitrary Meafures of King James* 
by his Tyranny in New-England, had drawn upon himfelf the univcrfal 
Odium of a People, animated with the Love of Liberty and in the Defence of 
it refolute and courageous ; and therefor^ when they could no longer en- 
dure his defpotic Rule, they feized and imprifoned him, and afterwards fent 
him to England. The Government, in the mean time, was vefted in the 
Hands of a Committee for the Safety of the People, of which Mr. Bradfireet, 
was -chofen Prefident. Upon the News of this Event, feveral Captains of 
our Militia convened themfelves to concert Meafures, in Favour of the 
Prince of Orange. Amongft thefe, *facob Leijler was the moft active. He 
was a Man in tolerable Efteem among the People, and of a moderate For- 
tune, but deftitute of every Qualification, neaeffary for the Enterprife. Mil- 
borne, his Son in Law, an Englijhman, dire&ed all his Councils, while 
Leijler as abfoiutely influenced the other Officers. 

The firft Thing they contrived, was to feize the Garriibn in New-York \ 
and the Cuftom, at that Time,, of guarding it every Night by the Militia, 
gave Leijler a fine Opportunity of executing the Defign. He entered it 
with forty nine Men, and determined to hold it till the whole Militia fhould 

3 J ^ 
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join him. Colonel Dongan, who was about to leave the Province, then lay 
embarked in the Bay, having a little before refigned the Government to 
Francis Nicbolfon, the Lieutenant Governour. The Council, Civil Officers, 
and M agiftrates of the City, were againft Leijler y and therefore many of his 
Friends were at firft fearful of openly efpoufing a Caufe difapproved by the 
Gentlemen of Figure. For this Reafon, Leijler s firft Declaration in Favour of 
the Prince of Orange, was fubfoibed only by a few, among feveral Compa- 
nies of the Trained Bands. While the People, for four Days fucceflively, were 
in the utmoft Perplexity to determine what part to choofe, being follicitedi 
by Leijler on the one Hand, and threatened by the Lieutenant Governour on. 
the other, the Town was alarmed with a Report, that three Ships were 
coming up, with Orders from the Prince of Orange. This Falfehood was; 
very fcafbnably propagated to ferve the Intereft of Leijler 5 for on that Day„ 
the 3d of June 1689, his Party was augmented by the Addition of fix 
Captains and 400 Men in New-Tbrk, and a Company of 70 Men front 
Eqfl-Cbefter, who all fubferibed a fecond Declaration *, mutually covenant- 
ing to hold the Fort for the Prince. Colonel Dtogan continued till this- 
Time in the Harbour, waiting the Iffue of thefe Commotions ; and Nicbcl- 
Jbns Party being now unable to contend with their Opponents were totally 
difperfed, the Lieutenant Governour himfelf abfcondmg, the very Night 
after the laft Declaration was figned. 

Leijler being now in compleat Pofleflion of the Fort, fent Home an Ad- 
drefs to King WilKam and Queen Mary, as foon as he received the Newa 
of their Acceflion to the Throne. It is a tedious, incorreft, ill-drawn Nar- 
rative of the Grievances which the People had endured,, and the Methods 
lately taken to fecure themfelves, ending with a Recognition of the So- 
vereignty of the King and Queen over the whole Englijh Dominions. 

This Addrefs was foon followed, by a private Letter from Leijler ta 

* I have taken an exaA Copy of it for the Satif- " Perfon, as the faid Royal Highnefs had'ehofen, 

fadion of the Reader, " Whereas our Intention, " and honored with the Charge of a Governour, 

" tended only but to the Prefervation of the Pro- " that as foon as the Bearer of the faid: Orders. 

" tefiant Religion, and the Fort of this Citty, to' " fhaH have let us fee his Power* then, ana 

u the end that we may avoid and prevent, the " without any Delay, we (hall execute the faid 

44 rafli Judgment of the World, in (o ajuft De- " Orders pun&ually ; declaring that we do in* 

44 fignj wee have thought fitt,. to let every Body " tend to fubmitt and ; obey, not only die faid 

** know by thefe publiclc Proclamation, that till " Orders, but alfo the Bearer thereof, com- 

44 the fife Arryvell of the Ships, that wee expecT: " mitted for the Execution of the fame. lit 

44 evefy. Day, from his Royal Highnefe the " Witnefs hereof, we have figned thefe Prefents* 

«* Prinjce ofOrimg*, with Orders for the Govern- " tlie third of June 1689." 
~" meat of this .Country in the Behalf of fuch 

King 
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King William, which, in very bioken Engli/h, informs his Majefty of the 
State of the Garrifon, the Repairs he had made to it, and the Temper of 
the People, and concludes with ftrong Proteftations of his Sincerity, Loy- 
alty, and Zeal. . Jojt Stoll, an Enfign, on die Delivery of this Letter to the 
King, had the Honour to kifs his Majeity's I land, but Nicbolfen .die Lieute- 
nant-Governour, and one Emits, an Epifcopal Clergyman, arrived in England 
before him * and by falfely reprefenting the late Meafures in pi?w-Tork, as 
proceeding rather from their Avcrfion to die Church of England, than Zeal 
for the Prince of Orange, LeiJJcr and his Party milted the Rewards -and- 
Notice, which dieir A6tivity for the Revolution juftly defer ved. For tho* 
the King made Stoll the Bearer of his Thanks to the People for dieir Fide- 
lity, he lb little regarded Lei/lers Complaints againft Nicholjon % that he was 
foon after prefered to the Government of Virginia. Dongan returned to 
Ireland, and it is faid fucceeded to die Earldonj of Limerick. . . 

Lei/lers (uddcn Inveftiture with fupreme Power over the Province, and the 
probable Profpe&s of King William's Approbation of his Conduct, could not 
but excite the Envy and Jealoufy of the late Council and Magiflrates, who 
had refufed to join in the glorious Work of die Revolution *, and hence the 
Spring of all their Averfion, both to the Man and his Meafures. Colonel 
Bayard, and Courtland the Mayor of the City, were at the Head of his Op- 
ponents, and finding it impollible to raife a Party againit him in the City, 
they very early retired to Albany, and there endeavoured to foment the Op- 
pofition. Leijler, on die other Hand, fearf ul of their Influence, and to 
extinguilh the Jealoufy of the People, thought it prudent, to admit feveral 
trufty Perlbns to a Participation of that Power, which the Militia on the ift 
oijuly had commited folely to himfelf. In Conjun6tk>n with thefe, (who, 
after the Bofton Example, were called The Committee of Safety) he exercifed 
the Government, af Fuming to himfelf only, the Honour of being President in 
their Councils. This Model continued till the Month of December, when a 
Packet arrived with a Letter from the Lords Carmarthen* Hallifax, and 
others, direfted " To Francis Nicholfon, E% or in his Abfence, to fuch as 
<c for the Time being, take Care for preferving the Peace and adminiftring 
" the Laws, in their Majefties Province of New-Tori, in America" This 
Letter was dated the 29th of July, and was accompanied with another from 
Lord Nottingham, dated the next Day, which after empowering Nicholfon 
to take upon him the chief Command, and to appoint for his Affiftance 
as many of the principal Freeholders aiid Inhabitants, as he fliould think fit j' 
requiring alfo " to do every Thing, appertaining tb 't^e Office of Lieutenant- 

" Governor, 
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c ? Governor, according to the Laws and Cuftoms of New-Work untill fur- 
" ther Orders." 4 

Nicboljbn being abfcondedwhen this Packet came to hand, LeiJIer confider-' 
ed the Letter as directed to himfelf, and from this Time iffued all kinds of 
Commiffions in his own Name, afluming the Title, as well as Authority, 
of Lieutenant-Governour. On the nth of December, he fummoned the 
Committee of Safety, and agreeable to their Advice, fwore the following Per- 
fons for his Council. Peter de Lanoy, Samuel Starts, Hendrick Janjen, ajid 
Johannes Vermilie, for New-Tori. Gerardus Beeiman, for King 's County. For 
gyeeris County, Samuel Ed/eh, Thomas Williams for We/l-Che/ler, and William 
Lawrence for Orange County. 

Except the Eaftern Inhabitants of Long IJland, all the Southern Part of 
the Colony, chearfully fubmited to LeiJIer 's Command. The principal Free- 
holders, however, by refpe«Siful Letters, gave him Hopes of their Submiffion, 
and thereby prevented his betaking himfelf to Arms, while they were 
privately folliciting the Colony of Connecticut, to take them under its Jurif- 
diftion. They had indeed no Averfion to LeiJIer s Authority, in Favour of 
any other Party in the Province, but were willing to be incorporated- with 
a People, from whence they had originally colonized ; and therefore, as ibon 
as Connecticut declined their Requeft, they openly appeared to be Advocates 
for LeiJIer. At this Jun&ure the Long-IJland Reprefentation was drawn up, 
which I<have more than once had Gccafion to mention. 

The People of Albany, in the mean time, were determined to hold the 
Garrifon and City for "King William, independent of LeiJIer, and on the 
26th of October, which was before the Packet arrived from Lord Nottingham, 
formed themfelves into a Convention for that Purpofe. As LeiJIer s Attempt, 
to reduce this Country to his Command, was the original Caufe of the 
future, Divifions in the Province, and in the End brought about his own 
Ruin, it may not be improper to fee the Refolution of the Convention^ a 
Copy of which was fent down to him at large. 

Peter Schuyler, Mayor, Claes Rtpje, 

DirkWeffels, Recorder, David Schuyler, \ yM ( j ennC n 

Jan Wendal, Albert RyCkman, 

Jan Janjen Bleeker, 

Killian V. Renjlaer, Juftice, John Cuyler, 

Capt. Marte Gerritje, Juftice, Gerrit Ryerfe, 

Capt. Gerrit Teunijfe, Evert Banker, 

Dirk Heunife, Juftice, Rynier Barentje. 

Lieut. Robert Saunders, m Refolved^ 
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" Refolved, fince we arc informed by Perfons coming from New-Tort, that 
fC Capt. Jacob Leijler is defigned to fend up a Company of armed Men, upon- 
" Pretence to affift us in this Country, who intend to make themfelves 
" Matter of their Majefties Fort and this City, and carry divers Perfons and 
" chief Officers of this City Prifoners to New-Tori, and fo difquiet and diA 
" turb their Majefties liege People, that a Letter be writ to Alderman Levinus 
" Van Scbaic, now at New-Tori, and Lieutenant Jochim Staefs, to make 
w narrow Enquiry of the Bufmefs, and to fignify to the faid Leijler > that 
" we have received fuch Information ; and withal acquaint him, that not- 
" withftanding we have the Affiftance of ninety five Men from our Neigh- 
f< hours of New-England, who are now gone for, and one hundred Men upon 
" Occafion> to command, from the County of Ulfter, which we think will 
" be fufficient this Winter, yet we will willingly accept any fuch Affiftance 
" as they (hall be pleafed to fend for the Defence of their Majefties County 
•* of Albany : Provided, they be obedient to, and obey fuch Orders and 
" Commands, as they fhall, from Time to Time, receive from the Con- 
•* vention ; and that by no means they will be admitted, to have the Com- 
" mand of their Majefties Fort or this City ; which we intend by God's Affift- 

* ance, to keep andpreferve fbrthe Behoof of their Majefties JF/Y/rW and Mary % 
" King and Queen of England, as we hitherto have done fince their Prodama- 
" tion; and if you hear, that they perfevere with fuch Intentions, fo to difturb 

* the Inhabitants of tliis County, that you then, in the Name and Behalf 
e< of the Convention and Inhabitants of the City and County of Albany \ 
" proteft againft the faid Leijler, and all fiich Perfons that fhall make 
" Attempt, for all Lofles, Damages, Blood-fhed, or whatfoever Mifchiefe 
#< may enfue thereon ; which you are to communicate with all Speed, as 
M you perceive their Defign." 

Taking it for granted that Leijler at New-York, and the Convention at 
Albany, were equally afiefted to the Revolution, nothing could be more 
*gregk>ufly foolifh, than the Conduft of both Parties, who by their Inteftine 
Divifions, threw the Province into Gonvulfions, and fowed the Seeds of mu- 
tual Hatred and Animofity, which for a long Time after, greatly embarrafled 
the publiek Affairs of the Colony. When Albany declared for the Prince 
of Orange, there was nothing elfe that Leijler could properly require : and" 
rather than facrifice the publiek Peace of the Province, to the trifling Ho-' 
nour of refitting a Man who had no evil Defigns, Albany ought in Prudence 
to have delivered the Garrifon into his Hands, till the King's definitive Orders 
fhould arrive* But while Leijler \ on the one Hand, was inebriated with his 

new- 
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new-gotten Power, fo on the other, Bayard* Courtland, Schuyler •, and others, 
could not brook a Submiffion to the Authority of a Man, mean in his Abi- 
lities, and inferior in his Degree. Animated by thefe Principles, both Par- 
ties prepared, the one to reduce, if I may ufe the Expreflion, the other to 
retain, the Garrifon of Albany. Mr. Livingfton, a principal Agent for the 
Convention, retired into OmneUicut, to follicit the Aid of that Colony, for 
the Protection of the Frontiers againft the French. Leijler fuipe&ing that 
they were to be ufed againft him, endeavoured not only to prevent thefe 
Supplies, but wrote Letters, to have Living/km apprehended, as an Enemy 
to the reigning Powers, and to procure Succours from Bojlon, falfely repre- 
sented the Convention, as in the Intereft of the French and King James. 

Jacob Milborne was commiflioned for the Redu&ion of Albany. Upon his 
Arrival there, a great Number of the Inhabitants armed themfelves and repair- 
ed to the Fort, then commanded by Mr. Schuyler 9 while many others follow- 
ed the other Members of the Convention, to a Conference with him at the 
City-Hall. Milborne, to profelyte the Crowd, declaimed much againft King 
. James, Popery, and arbitrary Power % but his Oratory was loft upon the 
Hearers, who after feveral Meetings, ftill adhered to the Convention. Mil- 
borne then advanced with a few Men up to the Fort, and Mr. Schuyler had 
the utmoft Difficulty to prevent both his own Men, and the Mohawks who 
were then in Albany, and perfedtiy devoted to his Service, from filing upon 
Milborne s Party, which confifted of an inconfiderable Number* In theie 
Circumftances, he thought proper to retreat, and foon after departed from 
Albany. In the Spring, he commanded another Party upon the fame Errand, 
and the Diftrefs of the Country on an Indian Irruption, gave him all the de- 
fired Succefs. No fooner was he poffeffed of the Garrifon, than moft of the 
principal Members of the Convention abfconded. Upon which, their Ef- 
fefts were arbitrarily feized and confifcated, which fo highly exafperated the 
Sufferers, that their Pofterity, to this Day, cannot fpeak of thefe Troubles, 
without the bittereft Invettives againft Leijler and all his Adherents. 

In the Midft of thofe inteftine Confufions at New-Tork % the People of 
New-England, were engaged in a War with the Owenagungas, Ourages, and 
Penocoks. Between thefe and the Schakook Indians, there was then a friendly 
.Communication, and the fame was fufpefted of the Mohawks, among whom, 
fome of the Owenagungaes had taken San&uary. This gave Rife to a Confer- 
ence, between feveral Commiflioners from Bojlon, Plymouth, and Conne&icut, 
and the Five Nations, at Albany, in September 1689, the former endeavour- 
' ing to engage the latter, againft thofe Eaftern Indians, who were then at 
War with the New-England Colonies. Tabajadoris, a Mohawk Sachem, in a 

k>n& 
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long Oration, anfwered the Englifh Meflage, and however improbable it may 
feem to Europeans, repeated all that had been faid the preceding Day. The 
Art they have in aflifting their Memories is this. The Sachem who prefides, 
has a Bundle of Sticks prepared for the Purpofe, and at the Clofe of every 
principal Article of the Meflage delivered to them, gives a Stick to another 
Sachem charging him with the Remembrance of it. By this Means the Ora- 
tor, after a previous Conference with the Indians, is prepared to repeat eve- 
ry Part of the Meflage, and give it its proper Reply. This Cuftom is invari- 
ably purfued in all their publick Treaties. 

The Conference did not anfwer the Expe&ation of the People of New-Eng- 
land, the Five Nations dilcovering a great Difinclination to join in the Hos- 
tilities againft the Eajlern Indians. To atone for which, they gave the high- 
eft Proteftations of their Willingnefs to diftrefs the French, againft whom 
the Englijh had declared War, on the 7th of May preceding. That Part 
of the Speech ratifying their Friendfhip, with the Englifh Colonies, is fingu- 
iarly exprefled. " We promife to prcferve the Chain inviolably, and wilh 
" that the Sun may always fhine in Peace, over all our Heads that are 
" comprehended in this Chain *. We give two Belts. One for the Sun, 
" and the other for its Beams. We make faft the Roots of the Tree of 
■" Peace and Tranquility which is planted in this Place. Its Roots extend 
" as far as the utmoft of your Colonies, if the French fhould come to {hake 
" this Tree, we would feel it by the Motion of its Roots, which extend into 
" our Country. But we tnift it will not be in the Governor of Canada* 
" Power to fhake this Tree, which has been fo firmly, and long planted 
u with us." 

Nothing could have been more advantageous to thefe Colonies, and 
especially to New-Tork, than the late Succefs of the Five Nations againft 
Canada. The Miferies to which the French were reduced, rendered us fecure 
againft their Inroads, till the Work of the Revolution was in a great mea- 
fure accomplifhed ; and to their diftrefled Condition, we muft principally 
afcribe the Defeat of the French Defign, about this Time, to make a Con- 
queft of the Province. De Calliers, who went to France in 1688, firft pro- 
jected the Scheme -f-i and the Troubles in England encouraged the French 

Court 

* The Indians Conception of the League be- Memorial preferred to the French King. The 

tween them and us, is couched under the Idea Force deman ed for this Enterprife, was to con- 

of a Chain extended from a Ship to a Tree, and fift of 1300 Regulars and 300 Canadians. J}- 

ever}' Renewal oi this League they call brighten- bany was faid to be fortified only by an Inclofurc 

ing the Chain, of Stockadocs and a little Fort with four Baitions ; 

f Clarlrjoix has publiflied an Extract of the and that it contained but 150 Soldiers and 300 

Inhabitants. 
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Court to make the Attempt. Caffiniere commanded the Ships, which failed 
for that Purpofe from Rocbefort; fubjeft, neverthelefe, to the Count Dt 
Front enac, who was General of the Land Forces, deftined to march from 
Canada by the Rout of Sorel-River and the Lake Champ lain. > The Fleet and 
Troops arrived at ChebuEla, the Place of Rendezvous, in September % from 
whence the Count proceeded to ^uebeck, leaving Orders with Caffiniere to 
(ail for New-York, and continue in the Bay, in Sight ot the City, but be- 
yond the Fire of our Cannon, till the ift of December: when* if he received 
no Intelligence from him, he was ordered to return to Prance, after unlading 
the Ammunition, Stores, and Provifions at Pert-Royal *. The Count was in 
high Spirits, and fully determined upon the Enterprife, till he arrived at 
Quebeck ; where the News of the Succefs of the Five Nations againft J14S?*» 
treal> the Lofi of his favourite Fort at Lake Ontario, and the advanced 
Seafon of the Year, defeated his Aims, and broke up the Expedition. De 
Nonville who was recalled, carried the News of this Difappointment to the 
Court of France, leaving the chief Command of the Country in the Hands' 
of Count Frontenac. This Gentleman was a Man of Courage, and well 
acquainted with the Affairs of that Country. He was then in the 68th 
Year of his Age, and yet fo far from confulting his Eafe, that in a few Daysr 
after he landed at Rebeck, he re-embarked in a Canoe for Montreal, where 
his Prefence was abfolutely neceflary, to animate the Inhabitants and regain 
their Indian Alliances. A War, between the Englijh and French Crowns, be- 
ing broke out ; the Count betook himfelf to every Art, for concluding a 
Peace between Canada and the Five Nations 5 and for this Purpofe, die ut- 
moft Civilities were (hewn to Taweraket and the other Indians, who had been 
fent to France by De Nonville, and were now returned. Three of thofe Indians y 
who doubtlefs were ftruck with the Grandeur and Glory of the French Monarch, 
were properly fent on the important Meflage of conciliating the Friendfliip of 
the Five Nations. Thefe, agreeable to our Alliance, fent two Sachems to 
Albany, in December, with Notice, that a Council for that Purpofe was to 
be held at Onondaga. It is a juft Refle&ion upon the People of Albany, that 
they regarded the Treaty fo (lightly, as only to fend four Indians and the 
Interpreter with Inftru&ions, in their Name, to difluade the Confederates 
from a Ceflation of Arms ; while the French, on the other Hand, had then 
a Jefuit among the Oneydees. The Council began on the 2 2d of January 

Inhabitants. That New York the Capital of the Baftions, and about for hundred Inhabitants, d*» 
Province was open, had a Stone Fort with four vided into eight Companies. 

* Now Annapolis. 

K 1690, 
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1-690; and confuted of eighty Sachems. Sadekanaghtie, an Onondaga Chief » 
cipened the Conference, The whole was managed with great Ait and for? 
mality, ?uid. concluded in fhewing a Dilpofition to make Peace with tho 
French, without perfeding^ it^ guarding, at t hefame Time,., againft giving, 
the leaft Umbrage tp the Eugtijh. 

. Among other Meafure* ta detach the Five Nations from the Britijh Intereft, 
and raife the depreffed Spirit of the Canadians, the Count. De Frontenac 
thought proper to fcnc\ out feveral Parties againft the Englifh Colonies. 
D'Aillebout, De Mantel, and Le Moyne, commanded that againft New-Tori, 
<5pnfifting of ^bout two hundred French and fome Caghnuaga Lilians, who be- 
ing Profelytes from the Mohawks, were perfectly acquainted with that Country.* 
Their Orders were, in general, to attack New-York -, but purfuing the Ad- 
vice of the Indians, they fefolved, inftead of Albany, to furprife Scbeneftady, 
a Village fcventeen Miles North- well from it, and about the fame Diftance 
from the Mohawks. The People of Schene£iady, tho* they had been informed 
of the Defigns of the Enemy, were in the grcateft Security } judging it im- 
pra&icable, for any Men to march feveral hundred Miles, in the Depth of 
Winter, thro' the Snow, bearing th^iv Provifions on their Backs. . Befides* 
the Village was in as much Confufion as the reft of the Province ; the Officers, 
who were polled there, being unable to preferve a regular Watch, or any 
kind of Military Order. Such was die State of Schemttady, as reprefented 
by Colonel Schuyler, who was at that Time Mayor of the City of Albany, 
and at the Head of the Convention. A Copy of his Letter tp f the Neigh- 
bouring Colonies, concerning this Defcent upon ScheneSlady, dated the 15th 
of February 1689-90, I have now lying before me, under his own Hand. 

After two and twenty Days March, die Enemy fell in with Scbeneflady, 
on the 8th of February -, and were reduced to fuch Streights, that they had 
Thoughts of furrendering diemfelves Prifbners of War.. But their Scouts, who 
were a Day or two in the Village entirely unfulpedled, returned with fuch 
encouraging Accounts of the abfolute fecurity of the People, that the Enemy 
determined on the Attack. They entered, on Saturday Night about eleven 
o'clock, at the Gates, which were found unfhut $ and, that every Houfe 
might be invefted at the fame Time, divided into finall Parties of fix, or 
feven Men. The Inhabitants were in a profound Sleep, and unalarmed, 
till their Doors were broke open. Never were People in a more wretched 
Confternation. Before they were rifen from their Beds, the Enemy entered 
their Houfes ; and began the Perpetration of the moft inhuman Barbarities. 
No Tongue, fays Colonel Schuyler, can exprefs the Cruelties that were com- 

3 mited. 
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mited. The whole Village was inftantly in a Blaze. Women with Child 
riped open, and their Infants caft into the Flames, or dafhed againft the 
Ports of the Doors. Sixty Perfons perifhed in the Maflacre, and twenty 
feven were carried into Captivity. The reft fled naked towards Albany, 
thro' a deep Snow which fell that very Night in a terrible Storm ; and twenty 
five of thefe Fugitives, loft their Limbs in the Flight, thro' the Severity of 
the Froft. The News of this dreadful Tragedy reached Albany, about 
Break of Day ; and imiverfal Dread feized the Inhabitants of that Cityv 
the Enemy being reported to be one thoufand four hundred flrong. A 
Patty of Horfe was immediately difpatched to Scbeneblady, and a few Mo- 
hawks then in Town, fearful of being intercepted,* were with Difficulty fent 
to apprife their own Caflles. 

The Mohawks were unacquainted with this bloody Scene, till two Days 
after it happened; our Meiiengers being fcarce able to travel thro' the great 
Depth of the Snow. The Enemy, in the mean Time, pillaged the Town of 
Scbene&ady till Noon the next Day ; and then went off with their Plunder, 
and about forty of their beft Horfes. The reft, with all the Cattle they 
could feid, lay flaughtered in the Streets. 

The Defign of the French, in this Attack, was to alarm the Fears of our 
Indian Allies, by fhewing that we were incapable of defending them. Every 
Art alfo was ufed to conciliate their Friendship, for they not only (pared 
thofe Mohawks who were found in Schenetfady, but feveral other particular 
Perfons, in Compliment to the Indians, who requefted that Favour. Several 
Women and Children were alfo rekafed at the Defire of Captain Glen, to 
whom the French offered no Violence ; the Officer declaring he had drift 
Orders againft it, on the Score of his Wife's Civilities to certain French Cap- 
tives in the Time of Colonel Dorigan. 

The Mohawks , confidering the cajoling Arts of the French, and that the 
Gaghnuagas who were with them, were once a Part of their own Body, be- 
haved as well as could be reafonably expe&ed. They joined a Party of young 
Men from Albany, fell upon the Rear of the Enemy, and either killed or 
captivated five and twenty. Several Sachems, in the mean Time, came to 
Albany, and very affe£tingly addreffed the Inhabitants, who were juft ready 
to abandon the Country; urging their Stay, and exciting an Union of all 
the Englifi Colonies againft Canada. Their Sentiments concerning the French^ 
appear from the following Speech of Condolance. " Brethren, we do not 
" Aink, that what the French have done can be called a Viftory : it is on- 
" ly a farther Proof of their cruel Deceit : the Governor of Canada* fent to 

K 2 Onondaga* 
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* c Onondaga* and talks to us of Peace with our whole Houfe j but War was 
" in his Heart, as you now fee by woful Experience. He did the fame, 
" formerly, at Cadaracqui, and in the Seneca s Country. This is the third 
<c Time he has atted fo deceitfully. He has broken open our Houfe, at 
" both Ends ; formerly in the Sennecas Country, and now here. We hope 
<€ however .to be revenged of them." 

Agreeable to this Declaration, the Indians foon after treated the Chevalier 
D'Eau and the reft of the French Meflengers, who came to conclude the 
Peace propofed hy T'aweraiet, with the utmofl indignity ; and afterwards 
•delivered them up to the Englijh. Befides this, their Scouts harafled the 
Borders of the Enemy, and fell upon a Party of French and Indians, in the 
River, about one hundred and twenty Miles above Montreal, under the 
Command of Louvigni, a Captain who was going to Mijjilimakinac, to pre- 
vent the Conclufion of the Peace, between the Utawawas and $uatogkies % 
with the Five Nations. The Lofs in this Skirmifh was nearly equal on both 
Sides. One of our Prifoners was delivered to the Utawawas, who eat him. In 
Revenge for this Barbarity, the Indians attacked the Ifland of Montreal at 
Trembling Point, and killed an Officer and twelve Men; while another Par- 
ty carried off about fifteen Prifoners taken at Riviere Puante, whom they 
afterwards flew through Fear of their Purfuers, and others burnt the French 
Plantations at St. JEurs. But what rendered this Year moft remarkable, was 
the Expedition of Sir William Fhips againft Rebeck. He failed up the River 
with a Fleet of thirty two Sail and came before the City in OSlober. Had 
he improved his Time and Strength,, the Conqueft would have been eafy ; 
but by fpending three Days in idle Confutations, the French Governour 
brought in his Forces, and entertained fuch a mean Opinion of the Englijh 
Knight, that he not only defpifed his Summons to furrender, but fent a 
verbal Anfwer, in which he called King William an Ufurper, and poured the 
utmoft Contempt upon his Subjects. The Meflenger who canned the Sum- 
mons infifted upon a writen Anfwer, and that within an Hour ; but the 
Count De Frontenac ablblutely refufed it, adding " 111 anfwer your Matter by 
" the Mouth of my Cannon, that he may learn that a Man of my Condi- 
" tion is not to be fummoned in this Manner." Upon this, Sir William 
made two Attempts to land below the Town, but was repulfed by the Ene- 
my, with confiderable Lofs of Men, Cannon, and Baggage. Several of the 
Ships alfo cannonaded the City, but without any Succefs. The Forts at the 
lame returned the Fire, and obliged them to retire in Diforder. The 
French Writers, in their Accounts of this Expedition, univerially cenfure 

the 



*aktii. THE HISTORY OP NEW-YORK. 69 

the Conduft of Sir William, though they confefi the Valour of his Troops. 
La Hontan, who was then at Qyebeck, fays, he could not have adted in a Man- 
ner more agreeable to the French, if he had been in their Intereft *. 

+ Dr. Colden fuppofes this Attack was made nal Plan of Operations. He tells us that thejr 

upon Quebeck in 1691, but he is certainly mif- marched to the Lake, but there found themfelves 

taken : fee Life of Sir IViUiam Pbips published at unprovided with Battoes, and that the Indian* 

London in 1697. OJdmixon's Brit. Empire, and were difluaded from the Attempt. By what Au- 

Charlevoix. thority thefe Afiertions may be fupported, I know 

Among the Caufes of the ill Succefs of the not. Charlevoix fays our Army was difappoint- 

Flect, the Authour of the Life of Sir WiUiam ed in the intended Diverfion, by the Small-Pox, 

Pbips % mentions the Negled of the conjoined which feized the Camp, killed three Hundred 

Troops of New-Tori, Connecticut, and the Indl- Men, and terrified our Indian Allies. 
am, to attack Montreal, according to the origi- 
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PART III. 

From the Revolution to thefecond Expedition againft Canada. 

"VTTTHILEour Allies were faithfully exerting themfelves agaiiul; 
^VM the common Enemy, Colonel Henry Slaughter, who had a Commit 
. ▼ T fion to he Governour of this Province, dated the 4th of January 
1689, arrived here, andpublifhed it on the 19th of March 1691. Never 
was a Governour more necefiary to the Province, than at this critical Con- 
juncture ; as well for reconciling a divided People, as for defending then* 
againft the Wiles of a cunning Adverfary. But either through the Hurry of 
the King's Affairs, or the powerful Intereft of a Favourite, a Man was fent 
over, utterly deftitute of every Qualification for Government, licentious ia 
his Morals, avaricious, and poor. The Council prefent at his Arrival were 

Jofepb Dudley, Gabriel MienvieUe, 

Frederick Pbilipfe, Cbudley Brook, 

Stephen Van Courtland, "Thomas Willet, 

William Pinborne. 

If Leijler had delivered the Garrifon to Colonel Slaughter t as he ought to 
have done, upon his firft Landing, befides extinguishing, in a great De- 
gree, the Animofities then fubfifting, he would, doubtlefs, have attracted 

the 
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XJtftcr and Dutchefs County. Qyeen's County, Kings County. 

Henry Beekman, John Bound y Nicholas StillweU. 

*fhomas Garton. Nathaniel PercalL John Poland. 

The Members for Qyeens County, being Quakers, were afterwards diC- 
miffed, for refuting the Oaths directed by the Governour's Commiflion, but 
all the reft were qualified before two Commiflioners appointed for that Purpofe. 

James Graham was ele£led their Speaker, and approved by the Governour. 

The Majority of the Members of this Aifembly were 'againft the Mea-r 
fures, which Leijler purfued in the latter Part of his Time, and hence we 
find the Houfe, after confidering a Petition figned by fundry Perfon* againft 
Leijler, unanimoufly refolved, that his diflblving the late Convention, and 
imprifoning feveral Perfons, was tumultuous, illegal, and againft their Ma- 
jefties Right, and that the late depredations on ScheneStady, were to be at- 
tributed to his Ufurpation of all Power. 

They refolved, againft the late forcible Seizures msde of EfFe&s of the 
People, and againft the levying of Money on their Majefties Subje&s, And 
as to Leijler % holding the Fort againft the Governour, it was voted to be an 
A6t of Rebellion, j .. , 

The Houfe having, by thefe agreeable Refblves, prepared the Way of 
their Accefs to the Governour, addrefied him in thefe Words* 

" May it pleafe your Excellency, 

<e We their Majefties moft dutiful and Ipyal Subje&s, convened, bf 
" their Majefties moft gracious Fayour, in Generad.Affembly, in this Pro- 
" vince, do, in all moft humble Manner, heartily congratulate, your Ex* 
" cellency, that as, in our Hearts, we 4o abhor and deteft aU the rebel- 
" lious, arbitrary and illegal Proceedings of the late Ufurpers of * their 
" Majefties Authority, over this Province, fo we do, from the Bottom of our 
cc Hearts, with all Integrity, acknowledge and declare, that there are none,. 
" that can or ought to have, Right to rule and govern their Majefties Sub- 
" je6ts here, but by their Majefties Authority, which is now placed in your 
" Excellency ; and therefore we do folemnly declare, that we will, with our 
" Lives and Fortunes, fupport and maintain, the Adminiftration of your 
" Excellency's Government, under their Majefties, againft all their Majefties 
" Enemies whatsoever : and this we humbly pray your Excellency to ac- 
u cept, as the fincere Acknowledgement of aU their Majefties good Sub- 
f< jefts, within this their Pjrovince \ paying fear their Majefties long and 
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%i happy Reign over us, and that your Excellency may long live and rule* 
** as according to their Majefties moil excellent Conftitution of Governing 
V their Subjects by a general Aflembly." 

Before this Houfe proceeded to pafs any A6b, they unanimoufly refolved. 
€C That all the Laws confented to by die general Aflembly, wider James 
%i Duke of Tori, and the Liberties and Privileges therein contained, granted 
€C to the People, and declared to be their Rights, not being obferved, nor 
€c ratified and approved by his Royal Highnefe, nor the late King, are 
f c null and void, and of none EfFeft \ and alfo > the feveral Ordinances, 
cc made by the late Governors and Councils, being contrary to the Con- 
c< ftitution of England, and the Pradtice of the Government of their Ma- 
* € jefties other Plantations in America, are likewife null and void, and of 
" no Effedfc, nor Force, within this Province." 

Among the principal Laws enafted at this Seffion, we may mention that 
for eftablifhing the Revenue, which was drawn into Precedent. The Sums 
raifed by it, were made payable into the Hands of the Receiver-General, and 
iffued by the Governour's Warrant. By this Means the Governour became, 
for a Seafbn, independent of the People, and hence we find frequent In- 
ftances of the Aflembltes contending with him for the Difcharge of Debts 
to private Perfons, contra&ed on the Faith of the Government. 

Antecedent to the Revolution, innumerable were the Controverfies re- 
lating to publick Townfhips and private Rights -, and hence, an A6t was 
now palled, for the Confirmation of antient Patents and Grants, intended 
to put an End to thofe Debates. A Law was alfo pafled for the Eftablifh- 
ment of Courts of Juftice, tho' a perpetual A6t had been made to that Pur- 
pofein 1683, and the old Court of Aflize entirely diflblved in 1684. As 
this enacted in 1691, was a temporary Law, it may hereafter be difputed* 
as it has been already, whether the prefent Eftablifhment of our Courts, 
for general Jurifdi&ion, by an Ordinance, can confift even with the pre- 
ceding Aft, or the general Rules of Law. Upon the Ere&ion of the fu- 
preme Court, a Chief Juftice, and four Afliftant Judges, with an Attorney 
General, Were appointed. The Chief Juftice, Jofeph Dudley, had a Salary 
of 130/. per Annum : Jobnfon the fecond Judge 100/. and both were payable 
out cjf the Revenue ; but William Smith, Stephen Van Courtlandt, and William 
Pinborne, the other Judges, and Newton the Attorney-General, had nothing 
allowed for their Services- 

It has, more than once, been a Subject of animated Debate, whether 
the People, in this Colpny, have a Right to be reprefented in Aflembly, or 
whether it be a Privilege enjoyed, thro' the Gjrace of the Crown. A me- 
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^6 THE HISTORY OF NEW : ¥6*?. f***m. 

morahle Aft paffed this Seffion, virtually declared in favour of the former 
Opinion, upon that, and feveral other of the principal and diftuiguiftung 
Liberties of Englifimen. It muft, neverthelefs, be qonfefled, that King 
William was afterwards pleafed to repeal that Law, in the Year 1697 *. . 

Colonel Slaughter propofed, immediately after the Seffion, to fet otft «r> 
Albany y but as Leijkrs Party were enraged at his Jmprifonment, and the 
late Sentence againft him, his Enemies were afraid new Troubles weufcl 
-fpring up in the Abfence of the Governour ; for tins JUafon,. both. the Af- 
fcmbly and Council advifed that the Prifoners fhpukl<be immediately exe- 
cuted. Slougbtcr, who had no Inclination to favour theni in this Requeftv 
chofe rather to delay fuch a violent Step, being fearful of curing off two 
Men, who had vigoroufly appeared for the King, and fo fignally, con- 
tributed to the Revolution.' Nothing could be more 4i&greea&te to their 
'Enemies, whofe Intereft was deeply concerned in their Deftruftion. 'And 
therefore, Avhen no other Meafures could prevail wkh the Governour* 
.Tradition informs us, th^t a fumptuous Feaft w^s prepared, to which 
Colonel Slaughter was invited. When his Excellency's Reafon was ftr&wncft 
in his Cups, the Entreaties of the Company prevailed whh : him;to figft the 
Death \Varrani, and before he recovered has Senses, the. Prifoners were exe- 
cuted. Leijlers Son afterwards carried home a Complaint to Kfoig JfGlIiam^ 
againft the Govemour. His Petition was fefered, acxfcrding to the com- 
. mon Courfe of Plantation Affairs, to the Lords Coojsiiflioners of Traife* 
^yho, ^fter hearing the whole Matter* reported on j&e 1 itfi of March* 1692,, 
. " That they were humbly of Opinion* that Jacdb Letfier and Jacob 3&}bom& 
u deceafed, were condemned and had fufFered acceding to Law.** Their 
Lordfliips, however, interceded £at their Families, as fit Qbje6bef Mercy,, 
and this induced pueen i^Jwy^ who. approyed the - Report, i On the 17th of 
]". Marcby\o declare, "That upon , the humble Application of the -Rela- 
." tions of the laid Jacob Leifier -and Jacob Milbortte deceafed,, iher Majefty 
tc will order the Eftates of Jacob Leijler and John Milborne, to be reftorcd, 
w to their Families, as Objects of her Majefty's Mercy." The Bodies of 
thefe unhappy Sufferers were afterwards taken up and inteced, with, great: 
Pomp, in the old Dutch Church, in the City of Nvw-Xbrk.. Their Eftates : 
were reftored to their Families, and Leijler s Children, in the publicfc Efti-. 
xn&tion, are rather dignified, than diigraced, by the Fall of their Anceftor. 

* It was entitled, ", An A& declaring what " ties Subje&s inhabiting within their Province? 
«*■ arc. the Bights wd Privileges- of their Mejef- «♦ of New-Tort* '" 
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Thefe Diftra&ions, in the Province, fo entirely engrofled the publick Atten- 
tion, that our Indian Allies, who had been left folely to contend with the 
common Enemy, grew extremely difaffe&ed. The Mofaiwis,. in particular* 
highly refeiUed this Condudt, and, at the Inftance of the Caghnuagaes, lent a 
rMeflenger to Canada, to confer with Count Frontenac about a Peace. To 
prevent this. Colonel Slougbter had an Inteview at Albany, in June, with 
the other four Nations, who exprefled their Joy at feeing a Governour again 
in that Place. They told him, that their Anceftors, as they had been in- 
formed, were greatly furprifed at the Arrival of the firft Ship in that Coun- 
try, and were curious to know what was in its huge Belly. That they found 
Chriftians in it, and one Jacques, with whom they made a Chain of Friend- 
(hip, which they had preferved to this Day. Afl the Indians, except the 
fflobawks 4 affiired the Governour at this Meeting, o£ their R^folution to pro- 
fecute the War. The Mohawks confeffed their Negotiations wkh the French* 
ih&t they had received a Belt from Canada, and prayed the Advice of the 
jQovernour, and afterwards rented their League with all our Colonies* 

Sknghter foon after returned to New-fork, and ended a fhort, weak, and 
^rtulent Adrnkwftration, for he died fyddenly on the zyi of July 1691- 
Some were jnot without Sufpkions, that he came unfairly to his End, but 
•the Certificate of the Pfayfician and Surgeons wfao opened his Body, by «a 
Or<ler of Council, confuted thefe Conje&ures, and his Remains w^re inter- 
act in Stuyvefant's Vault, next to thole of the old Dutch Governour, 
. At the Time of Sloughters Deceafe, the Govenwnent devolved, according 
to the late A61 for declaring the Rights of the People of this Province, on the 
•Council, in which Jqfeph Dudley had a Right to prefide* but they commit- 
€d the chief Command to Richard Ingoljby^ a Captain of an independent 
Company, who was fwora kito the Office of Prefident on the 26th of July 
j 698. Dudley, foon afterwards, returned to this Province, ixomBoJion,. 
but did not think proper to difpute Ingotybys Authority^ though the latter ' 
had no Title, nor the greateft Abilities for Government, and was befides 
obnoxious to the Party who had joined Leijler,. having been an Agent in. 
•jhe Meafures which accomplifhed his Ruin. To the late Troubles, which: 
were then recent, and the Agreement fubfifting between the Council and 
Aflembly we muft afcribe it, that the former tacitly aclmowledged./^^y's; 
Right to the Prefident's Chair ; for they concured with him, in palling ie-r 
veral Laws, in Autumn and the Spring following,, the. Validity of which: 
have nwer yet been difputed;. 
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This Summer Major Schuyler* \ with a Party of Mohawks* pafled through 
the Lake Cbamplain, and made a bold Irruption upon the French Settlements, 
at the north End of it. *\> De Callieres, the Governour of Montreal, to oppofe 
him, collefted a finall Army, of eight hundred Men, and encamped at La 
Prairie. Schuyler had feveral Confli&s with the Enemy, and flew about three 
.hundred of them, which exceeded in Number his whole Party. The French, 
afliamed of their ill Succefs, attribute it to the Want of Order, too many 
defiring to have the Command. But the true Caufe was the Ignorance of 
their Officers in the Indian Manner of fighting. They kept their Men in a 
Body, while ours ported themfelves behind Trees, hiden from the Enemy. 
Major Schuyler s Defign, in this Defcent, was to animate the Indians* and 
preferve their Enmity with the French. They, accordingly, continued their 
Hoftilities againft them, and, by frequent Incurfions, kept the Country in 
conftant Alarm. 

In the Midft of thefe Diftrefles, the French Governour preferved his Spright- 
linefe and Vigour, animating every Body about him. After he had ferved 
himfelf of the Utawawas, who came to trade at Montreal, he fent them home 
under the Care of a Captain and one hundred and ten Men * and to fecure 
their Attachment to the French Intereft, gave them two Indian Prifoners, 
and, befides, lent very confiderable Prefents to the Weftern Indians, in their 
Alliance. The Captives were afterwards burnt. The Five Nations, in the 
mean Time, grew more and more incenfed, and continually harafled the 
French Borders. Mr. Beaucour, a young Gentleman, in the following Win- 
ter, marched a Body of about three hundred Men to attack them at the 
Ifthmus,at Niagara. Incredible were the Fatigues they underwent in this long 
March over the Snow, bearing their Provifions on their Backs. Eighty Men, 
of the Five Nations* oppofed the French Party and bravely maintained their 
Ground, till mod of them were cut off. In Return for which, the Confede- 
rates, in finall Parties, obftru&ed the Paflage of the French through Lake 
Ontario, and the River ifliiing out of it, and cut off their Communication 
with the Weftern Indians. An Indian called Black Kettle, commanded in 
thefe Incurfions of the Five Nations, and his Succefles, which continued the 

* The French, from his great Influence at t D f « Golden relates it as a Tranfa&ion of tlfe 

Many, and Activity among the Indians* conclud- Year 169 1, which is true: but he fuppofes it 

ed that he was Governour of that City ; and was before Sir William Pbips's Attack upon 

lience, their Hiftorians honour him with that Ti- ^uebeck, and thus falls into ait Anachronifm, of 

tie, though he was then only Mayor of the a whole Year, as I have already obferved. 
Corporation. " Pitre Schuyler (fays Charlevoix) 
4% etoit unfort bonnete Homme." 

whole 
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whole Summer, fo exafperated the Count, that he ordered/ an Indian Prifon- 
er to be burnt alive. The Bravery of this Savage was as extraordinary, as" 
the Torments inflidted on him were cruel. He fung his military Achieve- 
ments without Interruption, even while his bloody Executioners praftifed all 
poffible Barbarities. They broiled his peet, thruft his Fingers into red hot 
Pipes, cut his Joints, and twifted the Sinews with Bars of Iron. After this 
his Scalp was riped off, and hot Sand poured on the Wound. 

In "June 1692, Captain Ingoljby met the Five Nations at Albany, and en r 
couraged them to perfevere in the War. The Indians declared their Enmity* 
to the French; in the ftrongeft Terms, and as heartily profefled their Friend- 
.jhip to us. cc Brother Corlear, laid the Sachem, We are all Subjects of one 
" great King and Queen, we have one Head, one Heart, one Intereft, and 
cc are all engaged in the fame War." The Indians, at the fame Time, did 
not forget, at this Interview, to condemn the inadtivity of the Englijb, tell- 
ing them, that the Deftru&ion of Canada would not make one Summer's' 
Work, againft their united Strength, if vigoroufly exerted* 
Colonel Benjamin Fletcher arrived, with a Commiffion to be Governour, on 
the 29th of Augufl, 1692, which was publifhed the next Day, before the 
following Members, in Council ; " . . ; 

Frederick PhiKpfe, Nicholas Bayard, Chudley Brooke, Thomas WiUet, 

Stephen Van Courtlandt, Gabriel Mietmilk, William Nicoll, Thomas John/ton. 

William Pinborne, one of that Board, being. a Non-Refident was refufed 
the Oaths ; and Jofeph Dudley, for the lame Reafon, removed, both from 
his Seat in Council, and his Office of Chief Juftice, Caleb Heatbcote and 
John Toung fucceeded them in Council; and William Smith was feated, in 
Dudley's Place, on the Bench, 

Colonel Fletcher brought over with him a Prefent to the Colony, of Arms* 
Ammunition, and warlike Stores ; in Gratitude for which, he exhorted the 
Council and Affembly, who were firing at his Arrival, to fend home an 
Addrefs of Thanks to the King. It confifts, principally, of a Reprefenta- 
tion of the great Expence the Province was continually at to defend the 
Frontiers, and praying his Majefty's Direction, that the neighbouring Co- 
lonies might be compelled to join their Aid, for the Support of jilbaky. 
The following Paffage in it {hews the Senfe of the Legiflature, upon a Mat- 
ter which has fince been very much debated. " When thefe Countries were 

• - " poffeffed 
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u pofleffed by the Dutch Weft-India Company, they always had Pretence* 
* c (and had the moft Part of it within their aftual Jurifdi&ion) to all that* 
* c Tra6fc of Land {with the Iflands adjacent) extending, from the Weft Side 
<x of ComteSicut River,-, to the Lands lying on the Weft Side of Delaware 
" Bay, as a fuitahle Portion of Land for one Colony or Government ; all 
which, including die Lands on the Weft of Delaware Bay or River, were 
in the Duke of Xbrk's Grant, from his Majefty King Charles the Second, 
whofe Governours alfo pollefied thole Lands on the Weft Side of Dela- 
%t ware Bay or River. By feveral Grants, as well from the Crown • as fronv 
<l the Duke, the £id Province has been fo diminifhed, that it is now de- 
" creafed to a very few Towns and Villages •, the Number of M6n fit to bear 
" Arms, in the whole Government, not amounting to 3000. who are all 
** reduced to great Poverty." 

Fletcher was by Profeflion a Soldier, a Man of ftrong Paffions, and incoi*- 
fiderable Talents, very a&ive, and equally avaricious. Nothing could be 
more fortunate to him, than his early Acquaintance with Major Schuyler, 
at Albany, at the Treaty, for Confirmation of > the Indian Alliance, the Fall* 
after his Arrival. No Man, then in this Province, underftobd the State x>f 
our Affairs with the Five Nations better than Major Schuyler. He had fo 
great an Influence over them, that whatever %yider*, as they called him, 
recommended or difapproved, had the Force of a Law. This Power over 
them was fupported, as it had been obtained, by repeated Offices of Kind-* 
nefs •> and his Angular Bravery and Aftivity in the Defence of his Country* 
Thaft Qralificatioiis rendered him Angularly ferviceable and neceffary, both 
to the Province and the {Jovernour. For this Reafon, Fletcher took him in- 
to his Confidence, and, on the 25th of QEtober^ raifed him to the Council 
Board. Under the Tutelage of Major Schuyler y the Governour became daily 
more and more acquainted with our Indian Affairs $ his conftant Application 
to which, procurdd and pieferved him a Reputation and Influence in the 
Colony. Without this Knowledge, and which was all that he had to dif- 
tmguifh himfelf, his incefiknt Sollicitations for Money, his paffionate Tem- 
po: and bigoted Principles, muft neceffarily have rendered him obnoxious to* 
thd People, and kindled a hot Fire of Contention in the Province, 

The old Frwrir Governour, who found that all hisMeafurcs for accomk 
plifhing a Peace with the Five Nations, proved abortive, was now meditat- 
ing a Blow on the Mohawks. He accordingly collected an Army of fix or 

* lnftead of iVfrr which they could not pronounce 

feven 
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feven hundred French and Indians, and fupplied them with every thing ne- 
ceflary for a winter Campaign. They fet out from Montreal, on the 1 5th 
of January, 16935 and after a March, attended with incredible Hardfhips, 
they pafled by ScbeneEtady on the 6th of February, and, that Night, capti- 
vated five Meu, and fome Women and Children, at the firft Cattle of the 
Mohawks. The fecond Caftle was taken with equal Eafe, the Indian Inha- 
bitants being in perfeft Security, and, for the moft part, at ScheneSiady. At 
the third, the Enemy found about forty Indians in a War Dance, defigning 
to go out, upon fome Enterprife, the next Day. Upon their entering the 
Caftle a Conflift enfued, in which the. French loft about thirty Men. Three 
hundred of our Indians were made Captives, in this Defcent ; and, but for 
the Interceffion of the Savages in the French Intereft, would all have been 
put to the Sword *. 

The Indians were enraged, and with good Reafon, at the People of Schenefta** 
dy, who gave them no Afliftance againft the Enemy, though they had No- 
tice of their marching by that Village. But this was atoned for by the Suc- 
cours from Albany. Colonel Schuyler, voluntarily, headed a Party of two 
hundred Men, and went out againft the Enemy. On the 1 5th of February, 
he was joined by near three hundred Indians, ill armed, and many of them 
Boys. A pretended Deferter, who came to diffuade the Indians from the Pur- 
fuit, informed him, the next Day, that the French had built a Fort, and 
waited to fight him; upon which he fent to Ingolfby the Commandant at Al- 
bany, as well for a Reinforcement, as for a Supply of Provisions ; for the 
greateft Part of his Men came out, with only a few Bifcuits in their Pock- 
ets, and at the Time they fell in with the Enemy, on the 1 7th of the Month, 
had been feveral Days without any kind of Food. Upon approaching the 
French Army, fundry Skirmifhes enfued; the Enemy endeavouring to prevent 
our Indians from felling Trees for their Prote6lion. Captain Syms, with 
eighty Regulars of the independent Companies, and a Supply of Provifions, 
arrived on the 19th, but the Enemy had marched off the Day before, in a 
great fiiow Storm. Our Party however purfued the^n, and would have at- 
tacked their Rear, if the Mohawks had not been averfe to it. When the 
French reached the North Branch of Hu/ffbns River, luckily a Cake of Ice, 
ferved them to crofs over it, the River being open both above and below. 
The Froft was now extremely fevere, and the Mohawks fearful of an En- 

* Dr. Colden and the Jefuit Charlevoix arc and at other times the latter ; according as the 
not perfectly agreed in the Hiftory of this Irrap- Fads, more immediately, related to the Conduft 
tion. I have followed, fometiraes the former, of their refpe&ve Countrymen. 

M gagement/ 
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gagement ; upon which Schuyler who had retaken about fifty Indian Captives* 
defufted from the Purfuit on the 20th of February •, four of his Men and as 
many Indians being killed, and twelve wounded. Our Indians, at this Time, 
were fo diftrefled for Provisions, that they fed upon the dead Bodies of the 
French ; and the Enemy in their turn, were reduced before they got Home, 
to eat up their Shoes. The French in this Enterplife loft eighty Men, and 
had above thirty wounded. 

Fletchers extraordinary Difpatch up to Albany, upon the firft News of this 
Defcent, gained the Efteem both of the Publick and our Indian Allies. 

The Exprefs reached New-Tork on the 12th of February, at ten o'Clock 
in the Night, and in lefs than two Days, the Governour embarked with 
three hundred Volunteers. The River, which was heretofore very uncom- 
mon at that Seafon, was open *. Fletcher landed at Albany, and arrived at 
ScbeneStady, the 17th of the Month, which is about one hundred and fixty 
Miles from New-Tork -, but he was ftill too late to be of any other Ufc than 
to ftrengthen the ancient Alliance. The Indians, in Commendation of his 
A&ivity on the Occafion, gave him the Name of Cayenguirago, or, He great 
Swift Arrow. 

Fletcher returned to New-Tork, and, in March, met the Aflembly, who 
were fo well pleafed with his late Vigilance, that befides giving him the 
Thanks of theHoufe, they raifed 6000/. for a Year's Pay of three hundred 
Volunteers, and their Officers, for the Defence of the Frontiers. 

As the greateft Part of this Province confifted of Dutch Inhabitants, all 
our Governours, as well in the Duke's Time, as after the Revolution, thought 
it good Policy to encourage Englijb Preachers and Schoolmafters in the 
Colony. No Man could be more bent upon fuch a Project than Fletcher, a 
Bigot to the Epifcopal Form of Church Government. He, accordingly, 
recommended this Matter to the Aflembly, on his firft Arrival, as well as 
at their prefent -Meeting. The Houfe, from their Attachment to the Dutch 
Language, and the Model of the Church of Holland, fecured by one of the 
Articles of Surrender, were entirely diiinclined to the Scheme, which oc- 
cafioned a warm Rebuke from the Governour, in his Speech at the Clofe of 
the Seflion, in thefe Words, " Gentlemen, the firft thing that I did reeom- 
l% mend to you, at our laft Meeting, was to provide for a Miniftry, and 
" nothing is done in it. There are none of you, but what are big with 

* The Climate of late Years is much altered* under the Command of General Shirley, now 
and this Day {February 14, 1756.) three hun- quartered at jtlbany, and laft Year* a Sloop went 
drcd Recruits failed from NiW-Xark for the Army up the River a Month, earner* 
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H the Privileges of Englijhmen and Magna Cbarta, which is your Right ; 
and the fame Law doth provide for the Religion of the Church of England* 
againft Sabbath breaking and all other Profanity, But as you have made 
it laft, and poftponed it this Seflion, I hope you will begin with it the 
next meeting, and do fomewhat toward it effe&ually." 
The News of the Arrival of the Recruits and Ammunition at Canada^ 
the late Lois of the Mohawks, and the unfulfilled Promifes of Affiftance, 
made from Time to Time, by die Englijh. together with the mediant Sol- 
Mckations of Mikt, the Jefuit, all confplred to induce the Oneydoes to fue 
for a Peace with the French. To prevent fo important an Event, Fletcher met 
the Five Nations at Albany, in July 1693, with a confiderable Prefent of 
Knives, Hatchets, Clothing, and Ammunition, which had been fent over, 
by the 'Crown, for that Purpofe. The Indians confented to a Renewal of 
the ancient League, and exprefied their Gratitude, for the King's Donation t 
with lingular Force. * c Brother Cayenguirago, we roll and wallow in Joy, 
c< by reafon of the great Favour the great King and Queen have done us f 
" in fending us Arms and Ammunition at a Time when we are in the 
" grcateft need of them ; and becau& there is fuch Unity among the Bre- 
c< thren." Colonel Fletcher prefled their delivering up to him Mikt, the old 
Prieft, which they prom&d, but never performed. On the contrary, he 
had Influence enough to perfiiade aH, but the Mohawks, to treat about the 
Peace at Onondaga, tho' the Governour exerted himfelf to prevent it. 

Soon after this Interview, Fletcher returned to New-Tork ; and, in Sep* 
t ember, met a new Aflembly, of which James Graham was chofen Speaker. 
The Governour laboured, at this Seflion, to procure the Eftabliihment of a 
Miniftry throughout the Colony, a Revenue to his Majefty for Life, the re- 
pairing the Fort in New-Tork, and the Ereftion of a Chapel. That Part of 
his Speech, relating to the Miniftry, was in thefe Words. " I recommend- 
f f ed to the former Aflembly, the fetling of an able Miniftry, that the Wor- 
fc fhip of God may be obferved among us, for I find that great and firft 
" Duty very much negle&ed. Let us not forget that there is a God that made 
*■ us, who will protedt us if we ferve him. This has been always the firft 
* € Thing I have recommended, yet the laft in your Confideration. I hope 
* € you are all fatisfied of the great Neceffity and Duty, that lies upon you 
<c to do this, as you expeft his Blefling upon your Labours." The Zeal 
with which this Affair was recommended, induced the Houfe, on the 12th 
of September, to appoint a Committee of eight Members, to agree upon a 
Scheme for fettling a Miniftry, in each refpe£tive Precin&, throughout the 

M 2 Province. 
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Province. This Committee made a Report the next Day, but it was re- 
commited till the Afternoon, and then defered to the next Morning. 
Several Debates arifing about the Report, in the Houfe, it was again " re- 
" commited for farther Confideration/' On the 15th of September it was 
approved, the Eftablifhment being then limited to feveral Pariihes in four 
Counties, and a Bill ordered to-be brought in accordingly; which the 
Speaker (who on the 1 8th of September, was appointed to draw all there 
Bills) produced on the 19th. It was read twice on the fame Day, and then 
refeied to a Committee of the whOTe Houfe, The third Reading was on the 
21ft of September, when the Bill pafled, and was fent up to the Governour 
and Council, who immediately returned it with an Amendment, to veft his 
Excellency with an Epifcopal Power of Inducing every Incumbent, adding 
to that Part of the Bill near the End, which gave the Right of Prefentation 
to the People, thefe Words " and prefented to the Governour to he.ap-- 
." proved and collated." The Houfe declined their Confent to the Addition, 
and immediately returned the Bill, praying, " that it may pais without the. 
" Amendment, having, in the drawing of the Bill, had a due Regard to. that 
" pious Intent of fettling a Miniftry, for the Benefit of the People." Fletcher 
was fo exafperated with their Refufal* tkat he no fooner received the Anfwer 
of the Houfe, than he convened them before him, and in an angry Speech 
broke up the Seflion. I fhall lay that part of it, relating to this Bill, 
before the Reader, becaufc it is chara&eriftick of the Man, 
"Gentlemen, 

" There is alfo a Bill for fettling a Miniftry in this City, and fome other 
C€ Countries of the Government. In that very Thing you have (hewn a 
" great deal of Stiffhefs. You take upon you, as if "you were Dictators. 
" I fent down to you an Amendment of three or four Words. in that Bill, 
." which, tho' very immaterial, yet was pofitively denied. I muft tell you, 
" it feems very unmannerly. There never was an Amendment yet defied 
" by the Council Board, but what was reje&ed. It is the Sign of a ftubborn 
4C ill Temper, and tliis have alfo pafled. 

c< But, Gentlemen, I muft take leave to tell you, if you feem to under* 
" ftand by thefe Words, that none can fervc without your Collation or 
" Eftabliihment, you are far miftaken. For I have the Power of col- 
" lating or fulpending any Minifter, in my Government, by their Majefties 
" Letters Patent ; and whilft I ftay in the Government, I will take Care* 
" that neither Herefy, Sedition, Schifm, or Rebellion, be preached among 
" you, nor Vice and Profanity encouraged, c It is my Endeavour to lead 
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" .a virtuous and pious Life amongft you, and to give a good Example ; 
cc I wifh you all to do the fame. You ought toconfideiv that you have but 
" a third Share in the legiflative Power of the Government j and ought not 
f c to take all upon you* nor be fo, peremptory. You ought to let the Coun~ 
" cil have a Share. They are in the Nature of the Houfe of Lords, or 
" upper Houfe $ but you feem to take the whole Power in your Hands, and 
" fetup for every Thing. You have fet a long Time, to little Purpofe„ 
" and have been a great Charge to the Country. Ten Shillings a Day is 
? € a large Allowance, and you punctually exaft it. You have been always 
" forward enough to pull down the Fees of other Minifters in the Govern- 
" ment, Why did you not think it expedient to correct your own, to a 
" more moderate Allowance ?" 

" Gentlemen, I (hall fay no more, at prefent, but that you do withdraw 
<c to your private Affairs in the Country. I do prorogue you to the tenth 
* € of January next, and you are hereby prorogued to the tenth Day of January 
** next enfuing." 

' The Violence of this Man's Temper, is very evident in all his Speeches 
and Meflagestothe Aflembly $ and it can only be attributed to the Ignorance 
of the Times, that the Members of that Houfe, inftead of aflerting their 
Equality, peaceably put up with his Rudenefs. Certainly they deferved beU 
ter Ufageat his Hands. For the Revenue, eftablifhed the laft Year, was, 
at this Seffion, continued five Years longer than was originally intended* 
This, was rendering the Goveraour for a Time independent of die People. 
For, at that Day, the Aflembly had no Treafure, but the Amount of all 
Taxes went of courfe into the Hands of the Receiver-General, who wa» 
appointed by the Crown. Out of this Fund, Monies were only ifluable 
by the Governour's Warrant ; fo that every Officer in the Government, from; 
Mr. Bbithwait, who drew annually five per Cent, out of the Revenue, as 
Auditor-General* down to the jneaneft Servant of the Publick, became 
dependent, folely, of the Governour. And hence we find the Houle,. 
at the Clofe of every Seffion,. humbly addreffing, his Excellency, for the 
trifling Wages of their own Clerk. Fletcher was* notwithstanding, fo much 
difpleafed with them, that, foon after the Prorogation, he diflblved ther 
Aflembly. . 

• The Members of the new Aflembly met according to the- Writ of Sum- 
mons, in March 1694, and chofe Colonel Peirfon, for their Speaker, Mr- 
Graham being left out at the Ele&ion for the City. The Shortnefs of this* 
Seffion,. whi£h continued only to the latter End of the Month,, was owing 

* to, 
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to the difegreeable Bufinefs the Houfe begaa upon, of examining the Stale 
of the puhlick Accounts, and in particular the Mufter Rolls of the Volun- 
teers, in the Piay of the Province. They, however, refbxned it again ill 
September, and formally entered their Diffatisfeftion, with the Receiver*Ge-i 
neraTs Accounts. The Governour, at the fame time, blew up the Coak of 
Contention, by a Demand of additional Pay, for the King's Soldiers, then 
juft arrived, and new Supplies for Detachments in Defence of the Frontiers. He 
at laft prorogued them, after obtaining an Aft for fupporting one hundred 
Men upon the Borders. The fame Disputes revived again in the Spring 1695; 
and proceeded to fuch Lengths, that the Affembly alked the Governour's 
Leave to print their Minutes, that they might appeal to the Publick. It was 
at this Seffion, on the 12th of April 1695, that upon a Petition of five Church 
Wardens and Veftrymen of the City of New-Tork, the Houfe declared it to 
be their Opinion, €C That the Veftrymen and Church Wardens have Power 
t€ to call a diflenting Proteftant Minifter, and that he is to be paid and 
€t maintained as the Aft direfts." The Intent of this Petition was to refute 
an Opinion, which prevailed, that the late Mimftry Aft was made for the 
fole Benefit of Epifcopal Clergymen* 

The quiet, undifturbed, State of the Frontiers, white the French Were efr* 
deavouiihg to make a Peace with the Five Nations, and the Complaints of 
many of the Volunteers, who had not received their Pay, very much condu* 
ced to the Backwardness of the Aflembly, in anfwering Fletchers perpetual 
Demands of Money. But when the Indians refufed to comply with the 
Terms of Peace demanded by the French Governour, which were to fuffer 
him to rebuild the Fort at Cadaraqui, and to include the Indian Allies, the 
War broke out afrefh, and the Aflembly were obliged to augment both their 
Detachments and Supplies. The Count Frontenac, now leveled his Wrath, 
principally, againft the Mohawks, who were more attached, than any other 
of the Five Nations to our Intereft : but as his Intentions had taken Air, 
he prudently changed his Meafures, and fent a Party of three hundred Men, 
to the Ifthmus at Niagara, to furprife thofe of the Five Nations, that might 
be hunting there. Among a few that were- met with, fome.were killed, and 
others taken Prifoners, and afterwards burnt at Montreal. Our Indians imi- 
tated the Count's Example, and burnt ten Dewagunga Captives. 

Colonel Fletcher and his Affembly having come to an open Rupture, in 
the Spring, he called another in June, of which James Graham was chofen 
Speaker. The Count Frontenac was then repairing the old Fort at Cadaraqui, 
and the Intelligence of tins, and the King's Alignment of the Quotas of the 
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feveral Colonies, for an united Force * againft the French, were the princi- 
pal Matters which the Govcrnour laid before the Aflfembly. The Lift of 
the Quotas was this. 

Rhode Ifiand and Providence 9 
Plantation, JT 48. 

Connecticut, 120. 

New-Tbrk, 200. 

As a Number of Forces were now arrived, the Aflembly were in Hopes* 
the Province would be relieved from raifing any more Men for the Defence 
of the Frontiers ; and, to obtain this Favour of the Governour, ordered 
£ 1000. to be levied, one Half to be prefented to him, and the reft he 
had Leave to diftribute among the Englijh Officers and Soldiers. A Bill for 
this Purpofe was drawn," but though his Excellency thanked them for their 
favourable Intention, he thought it not for his Honour to confent to it. After 
paffing fcveral Laws, the Seffion broke up in perfedfc Harmony, the Gover- 
nour in his great Grace, recommending it to the Houfe, to appoint a Com- 
mittee to examine the publick Accounts againft the next Seflions. 

Ifi September, Fletcher went up to Albany > with very confiderable Prefent* 
to the Indians ; whom he blamed for fuffering the French to rebuild the 
Fort at CaJaraquiy or Front enac, which commands the Entrance from Canada* 
into the great Lake Ontario. 

While thefe Works were carrying on, the Dionandadies, who were them 
poorly fupplied by the French, made Overtures of a Peace with the Five Na- 
tions, which the latter readily embraced, becaufe it was owing to their Fears of 
thefe Indians j who lived near the Lake Miftlitnacbinac> that they never dared 
to march with their whole Strength againft Canada. The French Command- 
ant was fully fenfiblc of the Importance of preventing this Alliance. The 
Civilities of the Dionandadies to the Prifoners, by whom the Treaty to pre- 

• As fuch an Union appeared to be neceflary united Force, is founded in a total- Ignorance of' 

(b long ago, it is very furprifing that no effe&u- the true State and Character of the Colonies- 

al Scheme for that Purpofe has hitherto been None of his Majefty's Subjects are more loyal* 

carried into full Execution* A Plan was con- or more ftrongly attached to protectant Princir 

ccrted, in the great Congrefs confifting of Com- pics; and the remarkable Atteftation, in the ele- 

miffinners from feveral Colonies, met at Jlbany, gant Addrefs of the Lords of the 13th of Novm* 

m 1754 j but what Approbation it received at her 1755, in our Favour, " That we area great 

home, has not hitherto been made publick. The <c Body of brave and faithful Subjects," is as juft- 

Danger to Great Britain, apprehended from our ly due to us* as it was nobly faid by them. 

vent 
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vent a Difcovery,, was negotiated, gave the Officer the firft Sufpicioh'of iti 
One of thefe Wretches had the Unhappinefs to fall into the Hands of the . 
French, who put him to the moft exquifite Torments, that all future Inter- 
courfe with the Dionandadies' might be cut off. Dr.' Colden, in juft Refent- 
ttierit for this inhuman Barbarity, has publifhed the whole Prooefe from La 
Potteries Hiftory of North America, and it is this ; 

" The Prilbner being firft made faft to a Stake, fb as to have room to 
" move round it 5 a Frenchman began the horrid Tragedy, by broiling the 
" Flefh of the Prifoner's Legs, from his Toes to his Knees, with the red-hot 
u Barrel of a Gun, His Example was followed by an Utawawa, who being 
" defirous to outdo the French in their refined Cruelty, fplit a Furrow from 
V the Prifoner's Shoulder to his Garter, and filling it with Gun Powder, fet 
" fire to it. This gave him exquifite Pain, and raifed exceflive Laughter in 
*' his Tormentors. When they found his Throat fb much parched, that he* 
*' was no longer able to gratify their Ears with his Howling, they gave him 
" Water, to enable him to continue their Pleafure longer. But at laft his 
c< Strength failing, an Utawawa fleaed off his Scalp, and threw burning 
M hot Coals on his Scull. Then they untied him, and bid him run for his 
" Life. He began to run; tumbling like a drunken Man. They fhut up 
*< the Way to the Eaft, and made him run Weftward, the Country, as 
^ they think, of departed miferable Souls. He had ftill Force left to throw 
" Stones, till they put an End to his Mifery by knocking him on the Head. 
<c After this every one cut a Slice from his Body, to conclude the Tragedy 
« with a Feaft." 

From the Time Colonel Fletcher received his Inftru6tion, refpe&ing the 
Quotas of thefe Colonies, for the Defence of the Frontiers, he repeatedly, 
but in vain, urged their Compliance with the King's Dire&ion ; he then car- 
ried his Complaints againft them home to his Majefty, but all his Applica- 
tions were defeated by the Agents of thofe Colonies, who refided in Eng- 
land. As fbon therefore, as he had laid this Matter before the Affcmbly, in 
Autumn 1695, the Houfe appointed William Nicol, to go home in the 
Quality of an Agent for this Province, for which they allowed him jT 1000. 
But his Solicitations proved unfuccefsful, and the Inftru&ion, relating to 
thefe Quotas, which is ftill continued, remains unnoticed to this Day. 
Fletcher maintained a good Correfpondence with the Aflembly, through the 
reft of his Adminiftration ; and nothing appears, upon their Journals, worth 
the Reader's Attention. 

The 
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The French never had a Govcrnour, in Canada, fo vigilant and a&ive as 
the Count De.Fronfenac* He had no fboner repaired the old Fort, called by 
his Name, thai} he formed a Defign of invading the Country of the Five 
Nations with a great Army. For this Purpofe, in 1696, he convened at 
Montreal^ all the Regulars, as well as Militia, under his Command $ the 
Owenagungas, Qyatoghies of Loretto, Adirondack, Sokakies, Nipiciriniens, the 
profelyted praying Indians of the Fi ve Nations, and a few Utawawas. Inftead 
of Waggons and Horfes, which are ufelefs in fuch a Country, as he had to 
march through the Army was conveyed ; through Rivers and Lakes, in 
light Barks, which are portable, whenever the Rapidity of the Stream and 
the crofling an Ifthmus rendered it neceflary. The Count left La Chine, at 
the fouth End of the Ifland of Montreal, on the 7th of July. Two Battalions 
of Regulars^ uijdqr the Command of Le Chevalier de Callieres, headed by a 
Number pi Indians, led the Van, with two fin all Pieces pf Cannon, the Mor- 
tars, Grenadoes, and Ammunition. After them followed the Provifions : 
then the main Body, with the Counts Houfhold, a confiderable Number of 
Voluntiers, and the Engineer; and four Battalions of the Militia command- 
ed by Monfieur De Ramezai, Goyernoiir of Urois Rivieres. 

Two Battalions of Regulars -and a few Indians, under the Chevalier De 
Vaudruejl, brought up the Rear. Before the Army went a Parcel of Scouts, 
to defcry the Tra£b and Ambufcades of the Enemy. After twelve Days 
March, diey arrived at Cadaracqui, .about one hundred and eighty Miles from 
Montreal, and then crofled the Lake to Ofwego. Fifty Men. marched on 
each Side of the Onondaga River, which is narrow and rapid. -When they 
entered the little Lake *, the Army divided- into* two Partsr coafting along 
the Edges, that the Enemy might be uncertain as to the Place of their 
Landing, and where they did land, they ere&ed a Fort. The Onondagas had 
fent away their Wives and Children, and were determined to defend their 
Caftle, till they were informed by a Deferter of the fuperior Strength of the 
French, and the Nature of Bombs, which were intended to be uied againft 
them, and then, after feting Fire to their Village, they retired into the 
Woods. As loon as the Count heard of this, he marched to their Huts in 
Order of Battle ; being himfelf carried in an elbow Chair, behind the Artil- 
lery. With this mighty Apparatus he entered it, and the Deftru&ion of a 
little Indian Corn was the great Acquifition. A brave Sachem, then about 

* The Onondaga Lake, noted for a good Salt ped the Government will never grant to any prii 
Pit at the fouth eaft End ; which, as it may be very vate Company, 
advantageous to the Garrifon at Ofwego, it is ho- 

N a 
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a hundred Years old, was the only Perfon, who tarried in the Caflfe to 
falute the old General. The French Indians put him to Torment, which he 
endured with aftonifhing Prefence of Mind. To one who ftabed him with 
a Knife, " you had better, lays he, make me die by Fire, that thefe French 
* € Dogs may learn how to fuffer like Men : you Indians, their Allies, "you 
* € Dogs of Dogs, think of me when you are in the like Condition * ." This 
Sachem was the only Man, of all the On$ndagas y that was killed ; and had 
not thirty five Oneydoes, who waited to receive Vaudrueil at their Caftks, been 
afterwards bafely carried into Captivity, the Count would have returned 
without the leaft Mark of Triumph. As foon as he began his Retreat, the 
Qnondagas followed, and annoyed his Army by curing off leveral Batteaus. 

This expenfive Enterprife, and the continual Incurfions of the Five 
Nations, on the Country near Montreal, again fpread a Famine through all 
Canada. The County however, kept up his Spirits to the laft; and fent out 
fcalping Parties, who infefted Albany, as our Indians did Montreal, till the 
Treaty of Peace figned at Byfwick y in 1697. 

Richard, Earl of Belbmont, was appointed to fucceed Colonel Fletcher y in 

the Year 1695, but did not receive his Commiffion till the 18th of June* 

1697 * ^d 3 s h e delayed his Voyage till after the Peace of Ryfmck y which 

was figned the 10th of September following, he Was Mown off <wr Coaft to 

Barbadoes, and did not arrive here before the 2d of April, 1698. 

During the late War, the Seas were extremely infefted with EngUJh Pi- 
rates, fome of whom failed out of Ne*>-Tbr&i and it was ftrongly firfpefted 
that they had received too much Countenance here, even from the Govern- 
ment, during Fletcher's Adminiftration. His Lordfhip's Promotion to the 
chief Command of the Maffachuffets Bay and New Hampshire, as well as this 
Province, was owing partly to his Rank, but principally to the Affair of 
the Pirates ; and the Multiplicity of Bufinefs, to which the Charge of three 
Colonies would neceffarily expofe him, induced the Earl to bring over with 
him John Nan/an, his Kinfman, in the Quality of our Lieutenant Gover- 
nour -f% When Lord Bellornant was appointed to the Government of thefe 
Provinces, the King did him the Honour to fay " that he tliought him a 
" Man of Refolution and Integrity, and with thefe Qualities more likely 
" than any other he could think of, to put a flop to the Growth of 
« Piracy." 

. * u Never perhaps (fays r CbarImtx) was a f His Commiffion was dated the 1 ft of July, 
u Man treated with more Cruelty, nor did any 1697. 

u ever bear it with fuperior Magnanimity and * 

" Refolution." 

Before 
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Before the Earl fet out for America* he became acquainted with * Robert 
Livingfion, Efij; who was then in England, foliciting his own Affairs before 
the Council and the Treafury. The Earl took Occafion, in one of his Con- 
ferences with Mr. Livingllon, to mention the Scandal the Province was un- 
der on Account of the Pirates. The latter, who confeffed it was not with- 
out Reafon, brought the Earl acquainted with one Kid, whom he recom- 
mended as a Man of Integrity and Courage, that knew the Pirates and their 
Rendezvous, and would undertake to apprehend them, if the King would 
employ him in a good failing Frigate of 30 Guns and 150 Men. The- 
Earl laid the Propofal before the King, who confulted the Admiralty upon 
that Subjeft 5 but this Project droped, thro* the Uncertainty of the Adven- 
ture, and the French War, which gave full Employment to all die Ships in 
the Navy. Mr. Living/ion then propofed a private Adventure againft the 
Pirates, offering to be concerned with Kid, a fifth Part in the Ship and 
Charges, and to be bound- for Kid's faithful Execution of the Comnuflion. 
The King then approved of the Defign, and refcrved a tenth Share, to (hew 
that he was concerned in the Enterprife. Lord Chancellor Smers, the Duke 
of Shrew/bury, the Earls of Romney and Oxford, Sir Edmond Harrifon and o- 
thers, joined in the Scheme, agreeing to the Expence of 6000 /. But the 
Management of the whole Affair was left to Lord Bellomord, who gave Or- 
ders to Kid to purfue his Commiffion, which was in common Form. Kid 
(ailed, from Plymouth, for New-Tori, in April, 1696 ; and afterwards turn- 
ed Pirate, burnt his Ship, and came to Bqfton, where the Earl apprehended 
him. His Lordfhip wrote to the Secretary of State, defiring that Kid might 
be fent for. The Rocbefler Man of War was difpatched upon this Service, 
but being driven back, a general Sufpkion prevailed in England, that all 
was Collufion between theMiniftry and the Adventurers, who, it wa* thought, 
were unwilling Kid fhould be brought Home, left he might difcover that the 
Chancellor, the Duke, and others, were Confederates in the Piracy. The 
Matter even proceeded to fuch Lengths, that a Motion was made, in the 
JJoufe of Commons, that all who were concerned in the Adventure might 

* This Gentleman was a Son of Mr. John Englijh Prefbytcrian Church in Rotterdam. His 

Uvin^/ion, one of the Commiffioners from Scot- Dcfccndants are very numerous in this Province, 

land to King Charles II. while he was an Exile and the Family in the firft Rank for their 

at Breda. He was a Clergyman diftinguifhed Weakh, Morals, and Education. The original 

by his Zeal and Indufiry; and for his Oppofttion Diary, in the Hand-writing of their common 

to Epifcopacy, became f© obnoxious after the Anceftor, is ftill amongft them, aud contains a 

Reiteration to the EngRJb Court, that he left Hiftory of his Life. 
Gotland, and took the paftontf Charge of an 

N 2 be 
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be turned out of their Employments, but it was reje&ed by a great Ma- 
jority. 

The *Tory Party, who excited thcfe Clamours, though they loft their Mo- 
tion in the Houie, afterwards impeached feveral Whig Lotds-, and, among 
other Articles, charged them with being concerned in KicTs Piracy. But 
thefe Profccutions ferved only to brighten the Innocency of thofe, againft 
whom they were brought j for the impeached Lords were honourably ac- 
quited by their Peersi ■ 

Lord Billomont y % Commiffion was publifhed in Council, on the Day of 
his Arrival; Colonel Fletcher •, who ftill remained Governour under the Pro- 
prietors of Pennjyhania, and Lieutenant-Governour Nan/an, being prefent. 
The Members of the Council were, 

Frederick Pbilipfe, William Smith, 

Stephen Van Cortlandt, William Nicoll, 

Nicholas Bayard, Thomas Willet, 

Gabriel Mienvielle, William Pinhorne, 

John Lawrence. 

After the Earl had difpatched Captain John Schuyler, and Dellius, the 
Dutch Minifter of Albany, to Canada, with the Account of the Peace, and 
to folicit a mutual Exchange of Prifonersj he laid before the Council the 
Letters from Secretary Vernon and the Eajl-India Compahy, relating to the 
Pirates ; informing that Board, that he had an Affidavit, that Fletcher had 
permited them to land their Spoils in this Province, and that- Mr. Nicoll 
bargained for their Prote&ions, and received for his Services 800 Spani/h 
Dollars. Nicoll confefled the Receipt' of the Money for Prote&ions, but 
faid it was in virtue of a late A61 of Affembly, allowing Privateers on their 
giving Security ; but he denied the Receipt of any Money from known Pi- 
rates. One Weaver was admited, at this Time, into the Council-Cham- 
ber, and adted in the Quality of King's Council, and in Anfwer to Mr. 
Nicoll, denied that there was any fuch A61 of Affembly as he mentioned. 
After confidering the whole Matter, the Council advifed his Excellency to 
fend Fletcher home, but to try Nicoll here, becaufe his Eftate would not 
bear the Expence of a Trial in England. Their Advice was never carried 
into Execution, which was probably owing to a Want of Evidence againft 
the Parties accufed. It is neverthelefs certain, that the Pirates were fire** 
quently in the Sound, and fupplied with Provifions by the Inhabitants qf 

Long 
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Long IJlandy who, for many Years afterwards, were fb infatuated with, 
a Notion, that the Pirates buried great Quantities of Money "along the 
Coaft, that there is fcarce a Point of Land, or an Ifland, ' without the 
Marks of their Auri facra Fames. Some credulous People have ruined 
themfelves by thefe Refearches, and propagated a thoufand idle Fables, cur- : 
rent to this Day, among our Country Farmers. 

As Fletcher ■, thro r the whole of his Adminiftration, had been entirely 
influenced by the Enemies of Leijler -, nothing could be more agreeable to 1 
the numerous Adherents of that unhappy Man, than the Earl's DifafFec- 
tion to the late Governour. It was fbr this Reafon, they immediately de- 
voted themfelves to his Lordfhip, as the Head of their Party. 

The Majority of the Members of the Council were Fletchers Friends, 
and there needed nothing more tp render them obnoxious to his Lordfhip. 
Leijler s Advocates, at the fame Time, mortally hated them ; not only be- 
caufe they had imbrued their Hands in the Blood of the principal Men of 
their Party, but alio becaufe they had engrofled the ible Confidence of the 
late Governour, and brought down his Refentment upon them. Hence^ 
at the Commencement of the Earl's Adminiftration, the Members of the 
Council had every Thing to fear ; while the Party they had deprefled, be-* 
gan once again to ereft its Head under the Smiles of a Governour, who 
was fond of their Aid, as they were felicitous to conciliate his Favour. 
Had the Earl countenanced the Enemies, as well as the Friends of Leijler) 
which he might have done, his Adminiftration would doubtlefs have beert 
eafier to himfelf and advantageous to the Province. But his inflexible A- 
verfion to Fletcher prevented his afting with that Moderation, which was 
neceflary to enable him to govern both Parties. The Fire of his Temper 
appeared very early, on his fufpending Mr. Nicoll from the Board of Coun- 
cil, and obliging him to enter into a Recognizance in 2000 /. to anfwer for 
his Conduft relating to the Prote&ions. But his Speech to the new Aflem- 
bly, convened on the 1 8th of May, gave the fulleft Evidence of his Ab- 
horrence of the late Adminiftration. Philip French was chofen Speaker, 
and waited upon his Excellency with the Houfc, when his Lordfhip fpoke 
to them in the following Manner : 

" I cannot but obferve to you, what a Legacy my Predeceflbr has left 
" me, and what Difficulties to ftruggie with ; a divided People, an empty 
" Purfe, a few miferable, naked, half-ftarved Soldiers, not half the Num- 
* € ber the King allowed Pay for : the Fortifications and even the Govern- 
" pur's Houfc very much out of Repair, and in a Word the whole Got 

" vemment 
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<c vtjrttmcnt out of Frame. It hath been reprefented to the Government: 
cc in England, that this Province has been a noted Receptacle of Pirates, 
" and the Trade of it under no Rcftri&ion but the A£b of Trade viola* 
" ted by die Negleft and Connivance of thofe, whofe Duty it wis to have 
* prevented it." 

After this Introduftion, he puts them in mind that the Revenue wa* 
near expiring. <c It would be hard, fays he, if I that come among you 
" with an honeft Mind, and a Refolution to be juft to your Intereft, fhouk) 
" meet with greater Difficulties, in the Difcharge of his Majefty's Service, 
* c than thofe that have gone before me. I will take Care there fhall be 
" no Mifapplication of the public Money. I will pocket none of it myfelf, 
<c nor (hall there be any Embezzlement by others j but exaft Accounts fhall 
" be given you, when, and as often, as you fhall require." 

It was cuftomary with Fletcher, to be prefent in the Field, to influence 
Elections ; and as the Aflembly confided, at this Time, of but nineteen 
Members, they were too eafily influenced to ferve the private Ends of a 
Faftiori. For that Reafon, his Lordfhip was warm in a Scheme of in* 
creating their Number, at prefent, to thirty, and fo, in Proportion, as the 
Colony became more populous ; and hence we find the following Claufe in 
his Speech. " You cannot but know, what Abufes have been formerly in 
cc Elc&ions of Members, to ferve in the general Aflembly, which tends to 
« the Subverfion of your Liberties. I do therefore recommend the making 
1 c of a Law to provide againft it." 

The Houfe, tho' unanimous in a hearty Addrefs of Thanks to the Go* 
vernour for his Speech, could fcarce agree upon any Thing elfe. It was 
not till the Begining of June, before they had finifhed the Controverfies 
relating to the late turbulent Ele&ions; and even then fix Members feceded 
from the Houfe, which obliged his Excellency to diflblye the Aflembly on 
the 14th of June* 1698. About the fame Time, the Governour difmifled 
two of the Council 5 Pinborne, for difrefpe&ful Words of the King, and 
Brook, the Receiver-General, who was alio turned out of that Office, as 
well as removed from his Place on the {tench. 

In July, the Difputes with the French, concerning the Exchanging of 
Prifoners, obliged his Excellency to go up to Albany. When the Earl fent 
the Account of the Conclufion of the Peace to the Governour of Canada, 
all the French Prifoners, in our Cuftody, were reftored, and as to thofe a- 
mong the Indians, he promifed tp order them to be fafely efcorted to Mon- 
treal His Lordiliip then added, " I doubt not. Sir, that you, on your 
3 " Part, 
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tc Part, will alfo iflue an Order to relieve the Stubjefts of the King, eapti-^ 
tl vated during the War, whether Chriftians or Indians." 

The Count, fearful of being drawn into an implicit Acknowledgement, 
that the Five Nations wert fubjeft to the Englijh Crown, demanded the 
French Prifoners, among the Indians, to he brought to Montreal ; threat- 
ening, at the fame Time, to continue the War againft the Confederates, 
if they did not comply with his Requeft, After the Earl's Interview with 
them, he wrote a fecond Letter * to the Count, informing him ths# they 
had importunately beged to continue under the ProteStion of the Englifh 
Croimty prof effing an inviolable SubjeStim and Fidelity to bis Majejly $ and that 
the Five Nations were always considered as Subjefts, which, fays his Lord- 
fhip, " can be manifefted to all the World by authentick and folid Proofs. 
His Lordfliip added, that he would not fufier them to be infulted, and 
threatens to execute the Laws of England upon the Miffionariw, if they 
continued any longer in the Five Cantons. A refolute Spirit runs through 
the whole Letter, which concludes in thefe Words : " if it is neceffary, I 
will arm every Man in the Provinces, under my Government, to oppofe 
you ; and redrefe the Injury that you may perpetrate againft our hidi- 
ans." The Count, in his Anfwer, propofed to refer the Difptrte to the 
Commiffaries, to be appointed according to the Treaty of Ryfwick -f ; but 
the Earl continued the Claim, infifting that the French Prifoners fhould be 
delivered up at Albany. 

The French Count dying, while this Matter was controverted, Monfiettf 
De Caltieres, his Succeflbr, fent Ambafladours, the next Year, to Onondaga, 
there to regulate the Exchange of Prifoners, which was accomplifhed 
without the Earl's Confent; and thus the important Point, in Difpute, re- 
mained unfettkd. The Jefuit Bruyas, who was upon this Embaflagc, 
offered to live at Onondaga; but the Indians refufed his Belt, faying that. 
Corlearj or the Governour of New-Tork, had already offered them Mini* 
fters for their Inftru&ion, 

■ Great Alterations were made in Council, at his Excellency's Return 
from Albany. Bayard, Meinvielle y Willet^ Townley, and Lawrence, were all 

* CharUmix has puWKhed both thefe Letters, f The Count mifunderftood the Treaty. N* 

at large, together with Count FrontenaSs An- ProviGon was made by it for CommifTaries to 

fwer. I have had no Opportunity of enquiring fettle the Limits between the Englijh and French 

into the Jefuit's Integrity, in thtfe Tranfcripts, Pofleffions, but only to examine and determine 

being unable to find his Lordfhip's Letters in the controverted Rights and Pretenfions to Hud- 

the Secretary's Office. fin's B*y^ 

fufpended 
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fofp^nded on the 28th of September \ and Colonel Abraham Depq/ler % Robert 
Living/toil) and Samuel Staats, called to that Board. The next Day, Fre- 
derick PbiHpfe refigned his Seat, and Robert Walters was .fworn in his Stead, 

The new Aflemljly, of which James Graham was chofen Speaker, met 
in the Spring, His Excellency fpoke to them on the 21ft of Marcb % 
1699. . ■; 

As the late Aflembly was principally compofed of Anti-Leijlerians, fo this 
confiftel, almoft entirely, of the oppofite Party. The Ele&ions were at- 
tended with great Outrage . and Tumult, and -many Applications made, 
relating to the Returns -, but us Abraham Governeur, who had been Secre- 
tary to Lei/ler y got returned for Orange County, and was very adtive in the 
Houfe *, all the Petitions were reje&ed without Ceremony. 

Among the principal A£ts, p^fled at this Seffion, there was one for in- 
demnifying thofe who were excepted out of the general Pardon in 1691 ; 
another againfl: Pirates; one for the Settlement of Milbornes Eflate;'and 
^mother to raife fifteen hundred Pounds, as a Prefent to his Lordfhip, and 
five hundred Pounds for the Lieutenant-Governour, his Kinfman. Befides 
which, the Revenue was continued for fix Years longer. A neceffary Law 
was alfo made for the Regulation of Eledtions, containing the Subftance of 
thcEngli/h Statutes of 8 Hen. VI. Chap. VII. and the 7 and 8 Will: IIL 
. This, Aflembly took, alfo, into Confideration fundry extravagant Grants 
of Land, which Colonel Fletcher had made to feveral of his Favourites. 
Among thefe, two Grants to Dellius, the Dutch Minifter, and one to iV/- 
cpolas Bayard^ were the raoft confiderable. Dellius was one of the Com- 
miflioners for Indian AfFqirs, and had fraudulently obtained the Indian 
Deeds, according to which the Patents had been granted. One of the 
Grants included all the Lands within twelve Miles on the Eaft Side of Hud- 
Jons River, and extended twenty Miles in Length, from the North Bounds 
pf Saraghtoga. The fecond Patent, which was granted to him in Company 
with Pinhorne, Bancker, and others, contained all the Lands, within two 
Miles on each Side of the Mohawks River, and along its Banks to the Ex- 
tent of fifty Miles. Bayard's Grant was alfo for Lands in that Country, 
and very extravagant. Lord Bellomont, who juftly thought thefe great 
Patents, with the trifling annual Refervation of a few Skins, would impede 
the Settlement of the Country, as well as alienate the Affe&ions of our 
Indian Allies, wifely procured recommendatory Inftructions from the Lords 

* Mr. Governtur married Milbornis Widow. 

Juftices, 
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Juftices, for vacating thofe Patents, which was now regularly accomplifhed 
by a Law, and Dellius thereby fufpended from his minifterial Fun&ion. 

The Earl having thus carried all his Points at New-York, fet out for 
Bojlon in June> where, after he had fettled his Salary, and apprehended 
the Pirate Kidd, he returned here again in the Fall. 

The Revenue being fettled for fix Years, his Lordfhip had no Occafion 
to meet the Aflembly till the Summer of the Year 1700, and then indeed 
little elfe was done, than to pafs a few Laws. One for hanging every 
Popifh Prieft, that came voluntarily into the Province, which was occa- 
sioned by the great Number of French Jefuits, who were continually prac- 
tiling upon our Indians. By another, Provifion was made for erefling a 
Fort in the Country of the Onondagas, but as this was repealed a few 
Months after the King's providing for that Purpofe, fo the former conti- 
nues, as it for ever ought, in full Force to this Day. 

The Earl was a Man of Art and polite Manners, and being a mortal 
Enemy to the French, as well as a Lover of Liberty, he would doubtlefs 
have been of confiderable Service to the Colony -, but he died here on the 
5th of March in 1701, when he was but juft become acquainted with the 
Colony. 

The Earl of Bellomonfs Death was the Source of new Troubles, for 
Nan/an, the Lieutenant-Governour, being then abfent in Barbadoes, high 
Dilputes arofe among the Counfellors, concerning the Exercife of the 
Powers of Government. Abraham de Peyjler, Samuel Staats, Robert Wal- 
ters > and Thomas Weaver, who fided with the Party that adhered to Leijler % 
infilled that the Government was devolved upon the Council, who had a 
Right to a& by a Majority of Voices ; but Colonel Smith contended that 
all the Powers of the late Governour were devolved upon him, as Presi- 
dent, he being the eldeft Member of that Board. Colonel Schuyler and 
Robert Livingjion, who did not arrive in Town till the 21ft of March, join- 
ed Mr. Smith, and refufed to appear at the Council-Board, till near the 
Middle of April. The Aflembly, which was convened on the 2d of that 
Month, were in equal Perplexity, for they adjourned from Day to Day, 
waiting the Iflue of this Rupture. Both Parties continuing inflexible, 
thofe Members, who oppofed Colonel Smith, fent down to the Houfe a Re- 
prefentation of the Controverfy, afligning a Number of Reafons for the 
firing of the Aflembly, which the Houfe took into their Confideration, and 
on the 1 6th of April refolved, that the Execution of the Earl's Commiflion 
and Inftruttions, in the Abfence of the Lieutenant-Governour, was the 

O Right 
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Right of the Council by Majority of Voices, and not of any lingle Mem- 
ber of that Board -, and this was afterwards the Opinion of the Lords of 
Trade. The Difputes, neverthelefs, continuing in the Council ftrenuoufjjr 
fupported by Mr. Lfaingfton, the Houfe, on the 1 9th of Aprils thought 
proper to adjourn themfelves to the firft Tuefday in June. 

In this Interval, on the 1 9th of May, John Nan/an, the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernour , arrived, and fettled tlie Controveriy, by taking upon himfelf the 
fupreme Command. 

Upon Mr. Nanfaris Arrival, we had the agreeable News, that the King 
had given two Thoufand Pounds Sterling, for the Defence of Albany and 
ScheneSlady, as well as five hundred Pounds more for ere&ing a Fort in 
the Country of the Onondagas. And not long after, an Ordinance was 
ifliied, agreeable to the fpecial Dire&ion of the Lords of Trade, for erect- 
ing a Court of Chancery, to fit the firft T^hurfday in every Month. By this 
Ordinance the Powers of the Chancellor were veiled in the Governour and 
Council, or any two of that Board : Commiflions were alfo granted, ap- 
pointing Matters, Clerks, and a Regifter : fo that this Court was com- 
pleatly organized on the 2d of September 1701. 

Atwood, who was then Chief Juftice of the fupreme Court, was now 
Iworn of the Council. Abraham de Peyfier and Robert Walters were his 
Afliftants on the Bench •, and the former was alfo made Deputy Auditor- 
General, under Mr; Blaithtvait. Sampfon She/ton Broughton was the Attor- 
ney-General, and came into that Office when Atwood took his Seat on the 
Bench, before the Deceafe of Lord Bellomont. Both thefe had their Com- 
* millions from England. The Lieutenant-Governour, and the major Part 
of the Board of Council, together with the feveral Officers above named* 
being ftrongly in the Intereft of the Leijlerian Party, it was not a little fur- 
prifing, that Mr. Nanfan dillblved the late Affembly on the ift of June 
laft. 

Great were the Struggles at the enfuing Ele&jons, which however gene- 
rally prevailed in Favour of thofe, who joined Leijler at the Revolution ; 
and hence, when the new Aflembly met on the 19th of Auguft 170 1, A- 
braham Governeur was elefted for their Speaker. Dutchefs was thought 
heretofore incapable of bearing the Charge of a Reprefentation ; but the 
People of that County, now animated by the Heat of the Times, lent 
Jacob Rut/en and Adrian Garret/en to represent them in Aflembly. 

Mr. Nanfan , in his Speech to the Houfe, informs them of the memorable 
Grant made to the Crown, on the 19th of July, 1>y the Five Nations, of a 

vaft 
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vaft Traft of Land, to prevent the Neceflity of their fiibmiting to the 
French in Cafe of a War j that his Majefty had given out of his Exche- 
quer two Thoufand five hundred Pounds Sterling for Forts, and eight hun- 
4M^ed Pounds to be laid out in Prefents to the Indians ; and that he had alfo 
ijettkd a Salary of three hundred Pounds on a Chief Juftice, and one hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds on the Attorney-General, who were both now ar- 
rived here. 

The Fiie of Contention, which had lately appeared in the tumultuous 
Eleftions, blazed out afrefh in the Houfe. Nicoll, the late Counfellor, got 
himfelf elefted for Suffolk, and was in Hopes of being feated in the Chair : 
but Abraham Governeur was chofen Speaker. Several Members contended, 
that he, being an Alien, was unqualified for that Station. To this it 
was anfwered, that he was in the Province in the Year 1683, at the Time 
of pafling an Aft to naturalize all the free Inhabitants, profeffing the 
Chriftian Religion 5 and that for this Reafon, the fame Objeftion againft 
him had been over-ruled at the laft Aflembly. In Return for this Attack, 
Governeur difputed NicolFs Right of fiting as a Member of that Houfe. 
And fucceeded in a Refolve, that he and Mr. Weffeh, who had been return- 
ed for Albany, were both unqualified according to the late Aft, they being 
neither of them Residents in the refpeftive Counties for which they were 
chofen. This occafioned an imprudent Seceffion of feven Members, who 
had joined the Intereft of Mr. Nicoll-, which gave their Adverfaries an Op- 
portunity to expell them, and introduce others in their Stead. 

Among the firft Oppofers of Captain Leijler, none was more confider- 
able than Mr. Livingjlon. The Meafures of the Convention at Jlbdhy 
. were very much direfted by his Advice ; and he was peculiarly obnoxious 
to his Adverfaries, becaufe he was a Man of Senfe and Refolution, two 
Qualifications rarely to be found united in one Perfon at that Day. Mr. 
Living/Ions Intimacy with the late Earl, had, till this Time, been his De- 
fence, againft the Rage of the Party which he had formerly oppofed ; but 
as that Lord was now dead, and Mr. Livingjlon s Conduft in Council, in 
Favour of Colonel Smith, had given frefh Provocation to his Enemies, they 
were fully bent upon his Deftruftion. It was in Execution of this Scheme, 
that as foon as the difputed Eleftions were over, the Houfe proceeded to 
• examine the State of the publick Accounts, which they partly began at the 
late Aflembly. 

The Pretence was, that he refufed to account for the publick Monies he 
had formerly received out of the Excife ; upon which, a Committee of both 

O 2 Houfes 
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Houfes advifed the pafling a Bill to confiscate his Eftate, unlefs he agreed 

to account by a certain Day. But inftead of this, an A6t was afterwards 

pafled to oblige him to account for a Sum amounting to near eighteen 

Thoufand Pounds. While this Matter was tranfadting, a new ComplamP 

was forged, and he was fummoned before another Committee of both 

Houfes, relating to his procuring the Five Nations to fignify their Defire 

that he fhould be fent Home to follicit their Affairs. The Criminality of 

this Charge can be feen only through the partial Opticks, with which his 

Enemies then fcaned his Behaviour. Befides, there was no Evidence to 

fopport it, and therefore the Committee required him to purge himfelf by 

his own Oath. Mr. Livingjlon, who was better acquainted with Englifb 

Law and Liberty, than to countenance a Praftice fo odious, rejefted the 

infoknt Demand with Difdain ; upon which, the Houfe, by Advice of the 

Committee, addrefled the Lieutenant-Governour, to pray his Majefty to 

remove him from his Office of Secretary of Indian Affairs, and that the 

Governour, in the mean Time, would fufpend him from the Exercife of 

his Commiflion *. 

It was at this favourable Conjun&ure, that Jacob LeiJIer's Petition to 

the King, and his Majefty's Letter to the late Earl of Bellomont f were lard 

before the Aflembly. LeiJIer, difpleafed with the Report of the Lords of 

Trade, that his Father and his Brother Milborne had fuffered according to 

Law, laid his Cafe before the Parliament, and obtained an A6t to reverie 

the Attainder. After which, he applied to the King, complaining that his 

Father had difburfed about four Thoufand Pounds, in purchafing Arms 

and forwarding the Revolution $ in Confequence of which he procured the 

following Letter to Lord Bellomont y dated at Whitehall the 6th of Februr 
af y Hjlsl^ 



1700* 



" My Lord, 

" 'TpHE King being moved upon the Petition of Mr. Jacob LeiJIer, 
" X. and having a gracious Senfe of his Father's Services and Suffer- 
41 ings, and the ill Circumftances the Petitioner is thereby reduced to, his 
" Majefty is pleafed to direft, that the fame be tranfmitted to your Lord- 
" (hip, and that you recommend his Cafe to the general Aflembly of JVSrw- 

* Mr. lAvin$fiori% Reafon for not accounting crs were taken into the Hands of the Govern- 
was truly unanfwcrabk \ his Books and Vouch* ment> and detained from him. 

" Tori, 
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« c Tork, being the only Place, where he can be relieved, and the Prayer of 
? c his Petition complyed with. I am, 

" My Lord, your Lordjhifs 

" Mo/i obedient and bumble Servant, 

" Jersey." 

As fbon as this Letter and the Petition were brought into the Houfe, a 
Thoufand Pounds were ordered to be levied for the Benefit of Mr. Lei/kr, 
as well as feveral Sums for other Perfons, by a Bill for paying the Debts 
of the Government j which nevertheleis did not pafs into a Law, till the 
next Seffions. Every Thing that was done at this Meeting of the Aflem- 
,bly, which continued till the 1 8th of October, was under the Influence of 
a Party Spirit ; and nothing can be a fuller Evidence of it, than an in- 
correct, impertinent, Addrefs to his Majefty, which was drawn up by the 
Houfe, at the Clofe of the Seffion, and figned by fourteen of the Mem-* 
bers. It contains a tedious Narrative of their Proceedings, relating to 
the difputed Ele&ions, and concludes with a little Incenfe, to regale fome 
of the then principal Agents in the publick Affairs, in thefe Words : 

" This neceflary Account of ourfelves and our unhappy Divifions* 
" which we hope the Moderation of our Lieutenant-Governor, the Wif- 
" dom and Prudence of William Atwood, Efq; our Chief Juftice, and Tko* 
c< mas Weaver, Efq$ your Majefty's Colle&or and Receiver-General, might 
" have healed, we lay before your Majefty with all Humility, and 
" deep Senfe of your Majefty's Goodnefs to us, lately exprefled in fending 
" over fo excellent a Perfon to be our Chief Juftice." 

The News of the King's having appointed Lord Cornbury to fucceed the 
.Earl of Bellomont, fo ftrongly animated the Hopes of the Anti-Leiflerian 
Party, that about the Commencement of the Year 1702, Nicholas Bayard 
promoted feveral Addrefles to the King, the Parliament, and Lord Corn- 
bury, which were fubfcribed at a Tavern kept by one Hutchins, an Alder- 
man of the City of New-Tork. In that to his Majefty, they affure him, 
" That the late Differences were not grounded on a Kegard to his Intereft, 
<c but the corrupt Defigns of thofe, who laid hold on an Opportunity to 
" enrich themfelves by the Spoils of their Neighbours." The Petition to 
the Parliament fays, that Leijler and his Adherents gained the Fort at the 
Revolution without any Oppofition j that he oppreffed and imprifoned the 

People; 
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People without Caufe, plundered them of their Goods, and compelled them 
to flee their Country, tho' they were well.affefted to the Prince of Orange. 
That the Earl of Bellomont appointed indigent Sheriffs, who returned fuch 
Members to the Aflembly as were unduly elefted, and in his Lordfhip's 
Eftecm. That he fiifpended many from the Board of Council, who were 
faithful Servants of the Crown, introducing his own Tools in their Stead. 
Nay they denied the Authority of the late AfTembly, and added, that the 
Houfe had bribed both the Lieutenant-Govemour and the Chief Juftice ; the 
one to pafs their Bills, and the other to defend the Legality of their Pro- 
ceedings. A third Addrefs was prepared, to be prefented to Lord Corntwry, 
to congratulate his Arrival, as well to prepoflefs him in their Favour, as to 
prejudice him againft the oppofite Party. 

Nothing could have a more natural Tendency to excite the Wrath of 
the Lieutenant-Governour, and the Revenge of the Council and Aflembly, 
than the Refleftions contained in thofe feveral Addrefles. Nan/an had 
no fooner received Intelligence of them than he fummoned Hutchins to de- 
liver them up to him, and upon his Refufal commited him to Jail, on the 
19th of January; the next Day Nicholas Bayard, Rip Van Dam, Philip 
French, and Thomas Wenham, hot with party Zeal, fent an imprudent Ad- 
drefs to the Lieutenant-Governour, boldly juftifying the Legality of the 
Addrefs, and demanding his Difcharge out of Cuftody. I have before 
taken Notice, that upon Slougbters Arrival in 1691, an Aft was pafled, 
to recognize the Right of King William and Queen Mary to the Sovereign- 
ity of this Province. At the End of that Law, a Claufe was added in thefe 
Words, " That whatfoever Perfon or Perfons, fhall by any Manner of 
" Ways, or upon any Pretence whatfoever, endeavour by Force of Arms or 
€< otherwife, to difturb the Peace, Good, and Quiet of their Majeities Govern- 
" ment, as it is now eftablifhed, fhall be deemed and efteemed as Rebels and 
" Traytors unto their Majefties, and incur the Pains, Penalties, and For- 
" feitures, as the Laws of England have for fuch Offences made and pro- 
<c vided." Under Pretext of this Law, which Bayard himfelf had been 
perfonally concerned in enafting, Mr, Nan/an iflued a Warrant for com- 
miting him to Jail as a Traitor, on the 21ft of January, and left the 
Mob fhould ipterpoie, a Company of Soldiers, for a Week after, conftantly 
guarded the Prifon. 

Through the Uncertainty of the Time of Lord Cornburys Arrival, Mr. 
Nan/an chofe to bring the Prifoner to his Trial, as foon as poffible ; and for 
that Purpofe iffued a Commiffion of Oyer and Terminer, on the 12th of 

February^ 
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February, to William Atwood, the Chief Juftice, and Abraham Be Peyjler 
and Robert Walters, who were the puifiie Judges of the fupreme Court ; 
and not long after Bayard was arraigned, indicted, tried, and convifted of 
High Trealbn. Several Reafons were afterwards offered in Arreft of 
Judgment ; but as the Prifbner was unfortunately in the Hands of an en- 
raged Party, Atwood over-ruled what was offered, and condemned him tp 
Death on .the 16th of March. As the Procefs of his Trial has been long 
fince printed in the State Trials at large, I leave the Reader to his own 
Remarks upon the Conduft of the Judges, who are generally accufed of 
Partiality. 

Bayard applied to Mr. Nanfan for a Reprieve, till his Majefty's Pleafure 
might be known $ and obtained it, not without great Difficulty, nor till 
after a feejning Confeffion of Guilt was extorted. Hut chins, who was alfo 
convifted, was bailed upon the Payment of forty Pieces of Eight to the 
Sheriff, but Bayard, who refufed to procure him the Gift of a Farm, of 
about fifteen hundred Pounds Value, was not releafcd from his Confine- 
ment, till after the Arrival of Lord Cornbury, who not only gave his Con- 
fent to an Aft for reverfing the late Attainders, but procured the Queen's 
Confirmation of it, upon their giving Security according to the Advice of 
Sir Edward Northey, not to bring any Suits againft thofe who were con- 
cerned in their Profecution ; which the Attorney-General thought proper, . 
as the Aft ordained all the Proceedings to be obliterated. 

After thefe Trials, Nanfan erefted a. Court of Exchequer, and again 
convened the Affembly, who thanked him fear his late Meafures, and palled- 
•an Aft to out-law Fbilip French, and Thomas Wenham, who abfconded up- 
on Bayards Commitment ; another to augment the Number, of Reprefenta- 
tives, and feveral others, which were, all but one, afterwards repealed by 
Queen Anne. During this Seflian, Lord Cornbury being .daily expefted, the 
: Lieutenant-Governour fitfpended Mr. l*ivingJton from his Seat in Council, 
and thus continued to abet LeiJIers Party, to the End of his Adxnini- 
ftration. 

Lord Cornbury s Arrival quite opened a new Scene. His Father, the 
Earl of Clarendon, adhered to the Caufe of the late abdicated King, and 
always refufed the Oaths both to King William and Queen Anne., But the 
Son recommended hjmfelf at the Revolution, by appearing very early for 
the Prince of Orange, being one of the firfi Officers that deferted King 
James's Army. King William, in Gratitude for his Services, gave him a 
Commiffion for this Government, which, upon the Death of the King, was 

i renewed 
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renewed by Queen Anne, who at the fame Time, appointed him to the 
chief Command of New-Jerfey, the Government of which the Proprie- 
tors had lately furrendered into her Hands. * As Lord Cornbwy came to this 
Province, in very indigent Circumftances, hunted out of England by a Hoft 
of hungry Creditors, he was bent upon geting as much Money, as he could 
fqueeze put of the Purfes of an impoverished People. His Talents were, 
perhaps, not fuperior to the moft inconfiderable of his Predeceflbrs ; but in 
his Zeal for the Church he was furpafled by none. With thefe bright 
Qualifications he began his Adminiftration on the 3d of May, 1702, a£- 
fifted by a Council confifting of the following Members, 

William Atwood, Thomas Weaver ', 

William Smithy Sampjon Shelton Brougbton, 

Peter Schuyler, Wolfgang William Romar, 

Abraham De Pey/ler, William Lawrence, 

Samuel Stoats, Gerardus hechnan, 

Robert Walters, Rip Van Dam. 

His Lordfhip, without the leaft Difguife, efpoufing the Anti-LeiJIerian 
Taftion, Atwood, the Chief Juftice, and Weaver, who afted in Quality of 
Sollicitor-General, thought proper to retire from his Frowns to Virginia, 
whence they failed to England : the former concealing himfelf under the 
Name of Jones, while the latter called himfelf Jack/on. Colonel Heathcote 
and Do&or Bridges fucceeded in their Places at the Council Board. 

The following Summer was remarkable for an uncommon Morta- 
lity, which prevailed in the City of New-Tork, and makes a grand Epoch 
among our Inhabitants, diftinguifhed by the " Time of the great Sicknefs* " 
On this Occafion Lord Cornbury had his Refidence and Court at "Jamaica, 
a pleafant Village on Long-Ijland, diftant about twelve Miles from the 
City. 

The Inhabitants of Jamaica confifted, at that Time, partly of original 
Dutch Planters, but moftly of New-England Emigrants, encouraged to 
fettle there, after the Surrender, by the Duke of Tori's Conditions for 
Plantations, one of which was in thefe Words : " That every Town- 

fhip fhould be obliged to pay their own Minifters, according tofuch A- 
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* The Fever killed almoft every Patient feiz- from St Thomas in the Weft Indies, an Ifland 
ed with it 9 and was brought here in a Veflel remarkable for contagious Difeafes. 
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" greements as they fhould make with him ; the Minifter being elefted by 
" the major Part of the . Houfholders and Inliabitants of the Town." 
Thefe People had erefted an Edifice for the Worfhip of God, and enjoyed 
a handfome Donation of a Parfbnage-houfe and Glebe, for the Ufe of their 
Minifter. After the Miniftry Aft was pa^ed, by Colonel Fletcher \ in 1693, 
a few Epifcopalians crept into the Town, and viewed the Prefbyterian 
Church with a jealous Eye, The Town Vote, in Virtue of which the 
Building had been erefted, contained no Clauie to prevent its being here- 
after engroffed by any other Seft. The Epiicopal Party, who knew this, 
formed a Defign of feizing the Edifice for themfelves, which they fhortly 
after carried into Execution, by entering the Church between the Morning 
and Evening Service, while the Prefbyterian Minifter and his Congregation 
were in perfeft Security, unfufpicious of the Zeal of their Adveriarics, and 
a fraudulent Eje&ment, on a Day confecrated to facred Reft. 

Great Outrage enfued among the People, for the Contention being pro 
jiris Gf Focisy was animating and important. The original Proprietors of 
the Houfe tore up their Seats, and afterwards got the Key and the Pofieffion 
of the Church, which were fhortly after again taken from them by Force 
and Violence. In thefe Contiroveriies the Governour abeted the Epifcopal 
Zealots, and harafled the others by numberlefs Profecutions, heavy Fines* 
and long Imprifonments j through Fear of which, many, who had been 
a&ive in the Difpute, fled out of the Province. Lord Cornbury's noble 
Defcent and Education fhould have prevented him from taking Part in fb 
ignominious a Quarrel ; but his Lordfhip's Senfe of Honour and Juftice 
was as weak and indelicate, as his Bigotry was rampant and uncontroul- 
able : and hence we find him guilty of an A6t complicated of a Number of 
Vices, which no Man could have perpetrated without Violence to the very 
flighteft Remains of Generality and Juftice. When his Excellency retired 
to Jamaica, one Hubbard, the Prefbyterian Minifter, lived in the beft Houfe 
in the Town. His Lordfhip beged the Loan of it for the Ufc of his own 
Family, and the Clergyman put himfelf to no fmall Inconveniencies t;o fa- 
vour the Governoufs Requeft ; but in Return for the generous Bewefadlion, 
his Lordfhip perfidioufly delivered the Parfonage-houle into the Hands of 
the Epifcopal Party, and encouraged one Cardwel, the Sheriff, a mean Fel- 
low, who afterwards put an End to his own Life, to feize upon the Glebe, 
which he furveyed into Lots, and farmed for the Benefit of the Epifcopal 
Church. Thefe tyrannical Meafures juftly inflamed the Indignation of the 
injured Sufferers, . and that again the more embittered his Lordlhip againfl: 

P them. 
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them. "They rdehted, and he prfcfcfeiited : Jifor Sid lfe><»iJj!afeliis fftrtfe Rig& 
to tKc People of Jamaica. He de^ed-^i^ : *rere df the firnft Deno- 
mination i nay, avertfe to every Seft ^^l^r^^^k^ i^lHl, lie infifted that iieithw 
the Minifters nor Schoolmafters of thei^w^^^ -pioft ritiirterous Perfiia^ 
fioh in t!ie Province, had a Right t6 pW^»«lralih^ without his guber- 
natorial Licence $ and foiAe of them 6^|fc^^irWd^to his iiflauthbrita 1 - 
tive Rule. A general Account of his &0fefi^^ is pfefervecl 

tinder the Title of the Watch Tower, in a Numbetf'ctf Papers piiblifh- 
ed in the New-Tor k Weekly Mercury for the Year 1755. 

While his Excellency was exerting hisBigdtry, dtiriflgthe Summfer Sedlbn^ 
at Jamaica -, the Eleftions were carrying; on, with great Heat, l fdr an Aflem- 
bfy, which met him, at that Village, m the Fall. It cohfiflied principally of 
the Party, which had been boriie down by the Earl of Belhmant and his 
Kinfman j and hence we find PbiUp French, wh6 had lately been oiit-lawfcd, 
was returned a Reprefentative for New-YbrJb, and Willichn NicdIIAeGtcd in- 
to the Speaker's Chdir. Several Extrdfts from my Lord's Speech are pro- 
per* to be laid befbre the Reader, as a Specimen of his Teftiper and De- 
ngns. " It was an extream SurprHe to me (fays his Lordfhip) to fiiid this 
" Province, at my Landing at NewlTofk, in fiich a Convulfion as mtift have 
" unavoidably occafioncd its Ruin, if it had bteh fuffered to go fen a little 
i€ longer. The many Complaints that were brought to me, Againil the P<Sr- 
" fonsl found here in Power, diffidently proved againft them ; and the mi- 
u jferable Accounts I had of the Condition of our Frontiers, made methmk 
•• it conVeiiiertt to delay riiy Meeting ydu in general Aflembly, till I ctnild 
" infprm myfelf, in fome meafuire, of the Condition of this Province, thit 
" t might be able to offer to yourConfideratibn, fome few of thofe Things, 
" which will be neceflary to be done forthwith, for the Defence of the. 
" Country." 

He then recommends their fortifying the Port of New-Tork, ahd the 
J^tbntiers ; adding, that he found the Soldiers naked and unarmed : after 
which, he propofes a Militia Bill, the Ere&ion of publick Schools, and an 
Examination of the provincial Debts and Accounts -, and not only promifes 
to ihake a faithful Application of the Monies to be raifed, but that he would 
render them an Account. The whole Speech is fweetened with this graci- 
ous Conclufion : " Now, Gentlemen, I have no more to trouble you with, 
#< but to aflute you, in the Narfie of the great Queen of England, my Mif- 
€< trefs, that you may fafely depend upon all the Protection that good and 
" faithful Subjeds can defire or expert, from a Sovereign whofegtcateft 
2 " Delight 
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< € Delight is the Welfare of her People, under whofe aulpicious Reign we 
c< are fure to enjoy what no Nation in the World dares claim but the Sub- 
" je£b of Englaiid-y I mean, the free Injoymgnt of the beft Religion in the 
" World, the full Poffefliojn of all lawful Liberty, and the undifturbed In- 
<c joyment of our Freeholds #nd Properties. Thefe arefome, of the many, 
" Benefits which I take the Inhabitants of this Province to be well intitled 
to by the Laws of England ; and I am glad of this Opportunity to af- 
fure you, that as long as I have the Honour to ferve the Queen in the 
Government of this Province, thofe Laws fhall be put in Execution, ac- 
cording to the Intent with which they were made ; that is, for the Pre- 
fervation and Prote&iqn of the People, and not for their Oppreflion. I 
" heartily rejoice to fee, that the free Choice of the People has fallen upon 
" Gentlemen, whofe cqnftant Fidelity to the Crown, and unwearied Ap- 
Xi plication to die Good of their Country, is fo univerfally known." 

Tjie Houfe echoed b#ck an Ad4r?fs of high Compliment to his Lord- 
lhip, declaring, " That t$ing deejay fenfible pf theMifery and Calamity the 
" Country lay under at his Arrival, they were not frffiaently able to ex- 
" prefs the Satirfafitipn they had, both in their Relief and their Deliverer," 

Well plealed with a Governpur who headed their Party, the AiTembly 
granted him all his Requefts ; eighteen hundred Pounds were raifed for the 
Support of one hgpdred and eighty Men, to defend the Frontiers, befides 
two thoufand Pounds more, as a Preient towards defraying the Expences 
jof his Voyage. The Queen, by her Letter of the 20th of JfriU in the 
next Year, forbad any fuch Donations for the future. It is obfervable, that 
tjio' the County of D&cbefs had no Representatives at this Aflembly, yet 
fuch was then the Impyra Indigence of that now populous and fkrarifhing 
County, that but eighteen Pounds were apportioned for their Quota of 
thefe Levies. 

Befides the A&s above-mentioned, the Houfe brought up a Militia Bill, 
and continued the Revenue to the ift of ifcfoy, 1709 i and a Law pafled to 
eftablifh a Grammar-School, according to his Lordfhip's Recommendation. 
_$efides the great Harmpny that jfubfifted between the Goyernour and his 
Affembly, there was nothing remarkable except two Refolvcs againft the 
Court of Chancery ere&ed by Mr. Nanfon> occasioned by a Petition of fe- 
veral disappointed Suitors, who were difpkafed with a Decree. The Re- 
folutions were in thefe Words : cc That the fetting up a Court of Equity 
€< in this Colony, without Content of general Aflembly, is an Innovation 
" without any former Precedent, inconvenient and contrary to the Englijh 

P 2 " Law." 
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€C Law." And again : " That the Court of Chancery, as lately erefted, 
cc and managed here, was and is unwarrantable, a great Oppreflion to the 
<c Subjeft, of pernicious Example and Confequence ; that all Proceedings, 
€C Orders, and Decrees in the fame, are, and of Right ought to be, de- 
,c clared null and void ; and that a Bill be brought in, according to thefe 
€C two Refolutions," which was done : but tho' his Lordfhip was by no 
means difinclined to fix Contempt on Nan/an s Adminiftration, yet as this 
Bill would diminifh his own Power, himfelf being the Chancellor, the Mat- 
■ ter was never moved farther, than to the Order for the IngrofTment of the 
Bill upon the fecond Reading. 

Tho' a War was proclaimed by England on the 4th of May, 1702, a- 
gainft France and Spain, yet as the Five Nations had entered into a Treaty 
of Neutrality with the French in Canada, this Province, inftead of being 
harafled on its Borders by the Enemy, carried on a Trade very advantageous 
to all thofe who were concerned in it. The Govemour, however, conti- 
. nued his Sollicitations for Money, with unremited Importunity, and by a- 
-larming the Aflembly, which met in April, 1703, with his Expe&ation of 
an Attack by Sea, fifteen hundred Pounds were raifed, -under Pretence of 
ere&ing two Batteries at the Narrows ; \vhich, inftead df being employed 
for that Ufe, his Lordfhip, notwithftanding the Province had expended 
twenty-two thoufai?a Pounds during the late Peace, was pleafed to appro- 
priate to his private Advantage. But let us do him the Juftice to confefs, 
that while he was robbing the Publick, he at the fame- Time confented to 
feveral other Laws for the Emolument of the ClergyV 

Whether it was owing to the extraordin?.i; Sagacity of the Houfe, or 
their Prefumption that his Lordfhip was as little to be trufted as any of 
his Predeceflfors, that, after voting the above Sum for the Batteries, they 
added, that it fhould be " for no other Ufe whatfoever," I leave the Reader 
to determine. : It is certain they now began to fee the Danger of throwing 
the publick Money into the Hands of a Receiver-General appointed by the 
Crown, from whence the Governour, by his Warrants, might draw it at his 
Plcafure. To this Caufe we muft aflign it, that in an Addrefs to his Lord- 
fhip, on the 19th of June, 1703, they " defire and infift, thatfome proper 
" and fufficient Perfon might be commiflioned Treafurer, for the receiving 
cc and paying fuch Monies now intended to be raifed for the publick Ufe, 
" as a Means to obftruffc Mifapplications for the future." Another Ad- 
drefs was lent Home to the Queen, complaining of the ill State of the Re- 
veille, thro* the Frauds which had formerly been commited, the better 

to 
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to facilitate the important Defign of having a Treafurer dependent on the 
Aflembly. The Succefs of thefe Meafures will appeal- in the Sequel. 

Tho* our Frontiers enjoyed the profoundeft Tranquillity all the next Win- 
ter, and we had expended thirteen hundred Pounds, in fupporting one hun- 
dred Fuzileers about Albany, befides the four independent Companies in the 
Pay of the Crown, yet his Excellency demanded Provifions for one hun- 
dred and fifty Men, at the next Meeting of the Aflembly, in April, 1704. 
The Houfe having Reafon to fufpeft, that the feveral Sums of eighteen and 
thirteen hundred Pounds, lately 'raifed for the publick Service, had been 
prodigally expended or embezzled^ prudently declined any farther Aids, till 
they were fatisfied that no Mifapplication had been made. For this Pur- 
pole they appointed a* Committee, Who reported that there was a Balance 
of near a thouf and Pounds* due to the Colony, His Lordfhip, who had 
.{lithertoibeen treated with g^tat-Cpmplaifance, took Offence at this parfi- 
monious Scrutirty, ' and ordered the Aflembly to attend him; when, after 
tlie Example of Fletcher, whom, abating that Man's fuperior Aftivity, his 
Lordfhip moftlyrefembled, he made an angry Speech, in which he charges 
them withJnhoitttions never attempted by 'their Predeceflbrs, and hopes 
theyjriould not force him tofexert c ^ certain Powers" vefted in him by 
the Queen. ; But what he m^m particularly took Notice -of, was their in- 
filling in: feveral late Bills, *upori tlie Title of " General AJembfy" and a 
-Saving of jtbe € * Rights cf the Houfe,' in a Refblve agreeing to an Amend- 
: ment for- preventing: Delay ;- with refpeft to chichi his Lordfhip has thefe 
\Words r "I knowiof-no Right that yod have afr an Aflembly, but fuch as 
" the Queen is pleafed to sHov^you/' As to the Vote, by which they 
found a Balance .due to tlie Colony, of nine hundred and thirteen Pounds, 
-fifteen Shillings, " it is true (fays .his Lordfhip) the Queen is pleafed to 
" command me, in' her Jnftmftiorfc, to permit- the' Aflembly, from Time 
" to Time, to ^view. and. examine the- A^okints'of Money, or Value of Mo- 
" ney^ difpofed by Virtue of "the Laws made by them ; but- you can in no 
" wife meddle with that Money 5 but- if you find any Mifapplication of 
" any of that Moneys you ought to acquaint me with if, that I may take 
" Care to fee.thofei Miftakes- re&ified, which I fliall certainly do." 

The . Hortie) bore - thefe.. Rebukes with th« utmoft Paflivdnefs, contenting 

.themielves with Utile elie than a general Complaint of tlie Deficiency of the 

Revenue, which became the Subject of their particular Confideration in the 

Fall. The Governour, on the one hand* then propofed an additional 

Duty of ten per Cent, on certain Goods, not immediately imported from 

Europe^ 
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Europe, to which, ths Aflenpbly^ an tjh$ ,other, were utterly averfe, and as 
foon as they refolved ^gainft it, the very Priateiy Qtefk, and Door-keeper* 
were denied the Payment of their Salaries. Several other Demands being 
jnade for the publick Debts, the Houle refolved tp addles his Lordihip for 
an exa& Account of the Revenue, which, together with their Rcfiufai, to 
admit the Councils Amepdwent to a Money Bill, gave him fuch high 
Provocation, that he was induced to difiblve an AffemMy, whofe prodigal 
Liberality had juftlyexpofed them to the R$feati«eB$ of the People. The 
new Afiembly, which met on the 14th of Jwe* 1705* hegffe&ed the Af- 
fair of the Revenue and the additional Duty, thpugh has Lordfliip l^x&ngly 
recommended them both. Among the principal A6ts pafied at this -Meet- 
ing, is that for the Benefit of the Ck^gy, who were entitled to the Salaries 
formerly eftabliihed by Colonel Fletcher 5 which, tho' kfs than. his. Locd- 
fhip recommended, was doubtkfs a grateful Offering to his unoeafing 
Zeal for the Church, mantfeftod in a Part of has Speech at the Opening erf 
the Sefiion, in thefe Words : " The difficulties which fbme \^ry worthy 
" Mmifters of the Church of England have met with, in getting the Main- 
" tainance fettled upon them, ,by an Aft of the general Aflembly of this 
" Province, paffed in the Year 1^93, moves we to propoft to you thepaf- 
" fing an Aft, explanatory of the fpremwtioned Aft, that that worthy 
" good Men, who have ventured to ?o»e £> far, for the Service qf God 
" in his Church, and the Good apd Edification of die People, to the Sal- 
" vation of their Souls, &ay n@t for the future fa vexed, as ibme. o£ them 
" have been -, but may kyoy in Quiet, that Maitntainance, which was by 
cc a Law provided for them *. I farther , recpmuntod to you, the palling 
" an Ad to provide for the Maimaiaanee pf forae Minifters, in icwae of 
" the Towns at the Eaft End of Lmg-ljknd, where I don't find .any Pro- 
cc vHion has been yet made $ar pf opagsoing ReJigiQn.'' 

Our Harbour being wholly unfortified, a French Privateer dually en- 
tered it in 1705, and put the Inhflbttwatp into great Confirmation. The 
Afiembly, at their Sefiion in June* the next Year, were not difincHned, thro' 
the Importunity of the. People, to ppt the City, in a better Pofture of De- 
fence for the future; but being fully convinced, by his Lordihip's Em- 
bezzlement of 1 500 1, formerly naifed for two Batteries at the Narrows, and 
near 1000 /. levied for the Protection of the Frontiers, that he was no more 

* The Majority of our People are of a con- blifliment was 4efigned only for the Epifcopal 
trary Opinion, if my Lord thought the Efta- Clergy. 

to 
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to be trnffed Withpiiblick Monies, offered a Bill for raifing 3000 /. for For- 
tifications, appointing that Sum to be depofited in the Hands of a private 
Perfon df th^irown Nottimation j but his Excellency <tkl not pafs it till 
thek ftcxbMtetirigtfti the 1*681, when he informed them that he had re- 
setted the^Qgekii^ r CDmmands, « to permit 'the general Affembly to name 
" their >own Treafurer, when they railed (extraordinary Supplies for parti- 
" ctilar Ufes, andw&ch areno'Part of the ftandingand conftant Revenue; 
" the Treafumr being accountable to the three Branches of the Legifla- 
M ture* atttl the (Governor always acquainted with the Occafion of iffuing 
u fachWaw»lWfc' , 

r His Lordfhlp's itenewirtg the Propofel of raifing Fortifications at the 
Ndtr&o>s, which he had himfelf hitherto icandaloufly prevented, is a Proof 
ef his excefltve Effrontery mid Contempt of the People ; and the Negleft of 
the Houfe, to take the leaft>Ndtte*, either df that Matter or the Revenue, 
ttxafion&d another Diflbhitian. 

Befoite I proceed to the Transactions 6f the new Aflembly, which did 
net meet till the Year 1708, it will not be improper to toy before the Reader, 
die Account of a memorable Pit>of of that perforating Spirit, whidh iriflu*. 
ehced Lord tyrtterfs whole Adminlftration. 

- ?f he I«h*bi«flB of the Gity of New-Fork confided, at this Time, of Dutch 
QahinijU, upon the Plan €)f the Ghtttch of Holland - y French Refugees, on 
die Gemva Model > a few Englijh Epifcopalians ; and a ftill fmaUer Number 
Q$En$ijh&nA /^ -P#efbyteriaiis ; who having neither a Minifter nor a 
Church, <afed tt> iaflfeinble thettifclves, every-5/m^, at ^ private Houfe, for 
the Worftrip bf G&d- Such were their Citcumftanoes, when Francis JiPKe- 
tme and John H&npton, ttao Prefbyterian Minifters, arrived here ; in Janu* 
aty, 1707. As fodn as Lord Cortitmry, who hated the v^hole Pterfuafion, 
heard that die Dutch had-conferited to ilf JKrtwVs preaihing in their Church, 
he arbitrarily forbid it $ fo that the puHkk Wttrfhip, on the next- Sabbath, 
was performed, with opGn Doors, at a private Houfe. Mr. Hampton preach- 
ed^ the fame Day, *t the Prefbyterian Church in NetoJtovm, diftant a few 
Miles from the-City. At that Village both thtfe Minifters were two or three 
Dttys*after apprehended, by Garthvel the Sheriff, purfuarit to his Lordfhip's 
Warrant, for preathing without his Lieen^e. Froftv hence they were led in 
Triumph a Circuit of feveral Miles throiigh Jamaica to New-Ybri. They ap- 
peared before his Lordfhip with an undaunted Courage, and had a Conference 
with him, in which it is difficult to determine, whether my Lord exceHedin the 
Chara&er of a favage Bigot, or an ill-mannerly Tyrant, Th£ Minifters 

were 
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were no Lawyers, or they would not have founded tiieir Juftification on 
the fuppofed Extent of the Englijh Act of Toleration. They know not 
that the Ecclefiaftical Statutes had no Relation. to this Colony»; and that its 
religious State confifted in a perfe6t Parity between Protectants/ of all De-, 
nominations. They erroneoufly fuppofed that all the pcnattLatta extended 
to this Province, and relied, for their Defehce, on the Toleration, offering 
Teftimonials of their having complied with the A&'oif Parliament \xi Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, and promifed to certify the i.Houfe, in which 
M'Kemie had preached, to the next Seflions T His Lordflup's JDifcourfe with 
them was the more ridiculous, becaufe he had Bickly, the 'Attorney-Genera),' 
to aflift him. Againft the Extension of the Statute, they infifted that the 
penal Laws were limited to England, and fo alfo the Toleration Aft, be*- 
caufe the ible Intent of it was to take away the Penalties formerly eftablifh- 
ed. But grant the Pofition, and the Conference they drew from it, argues 
that my Lord and Mr. Attorney were either very weak, or influenced by evil 
Defigns. If the penal Laws did not extend to the Plantations, then the Pri- 
foners were innocent, for where there is no Law there can be no TranP- 
greilipn; but according to thefe incomparable Sages, if the penal Laws, and 
the Toleration were reftri<Sled to the Realm of England, as they contended, 
then the poor Clergymen, for preaching without his Licence, lyere guilty 
of a heinous Crime, againft his private, unpublijhed Jnftruftions \ and for 
tliis Caufe he iffued an informal Precept to the Sheriff; of New-Tork % for 
their Commitment to Jail, till further Orders. They continued in Confine- 
ment, through the Abfence of Mompejfon, the Chief Juftiqe, who was in 
New-Jerfey, fix Weeks and four Days; but were then brought before him 
by Writ of Habeas Corpus. Mompejfon being a Man of Learning in his Pro- 
felfion, and his Lordfliip now apprifed of the Illegality of his firft War- 
rant, iffued another, "on the very Day of the Teft of the Writ, in which he 
virtually contradi&s what he had before infifted on, at his Conference with 
the Prisoners. For according to this, they were imprisoned for preaching 
without being qualified as the Toleration A£t required, tho' they had of- 
fered themfelves to the Seffions during their Imprifonment. They were then 
bailed to the next fupreme Court, which began a few Days after. Great 
Pains were taken to fecure a Grand Juiy for the Purpolc, and among 
thofe who found the Indi&ment, to their Shame be it remembered, were 
feveral Dutch and French Proteftants. 

Mr. MKemie returned to New-Tori, from Virginia, in June \ and was 
now come to his Trial on the Indi&ment found at the laft Court. As to 

Mr. 
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Mr^'Hampton, he was discharged, no Evidence being offered to the Grand 
Jury againft him. 

Bickley, the Attorney-General, managed the Profecution in the Name of 
the Queen • Reignere, Nicott, and Jamifon appeared for the Defendant. The 
Trifll Was held on the 6th of June, and being a Caufe of great Expefta- 
tion, a numerous Audience attended. Roger* Mompeffbn fat 0Y1 the Bench as 
Chief Juftice, with Robert Mthvard and Thomas Wenham for his Affiftants\ 
The Indittment was, ift Subftance, that Francis? M*Kemie, pretending him- 
felf to be a Proteftant Diflenting Minifter, contemning and endeavouring 
to fubvert the Queen's ecclefiaftical Supremacy, unlawfiilly preached with- 
out the Governour's Licenfe firft obtained, in Derogation of the royal Au- 
thority and Prerogative : that he ufed other Rites and Ceremonies, than 
thofe contained in the Common-Prayer Book. And laftly, that being un- 
qualified by Law to preach, ■ he nevertheleft did preach at an illegal Conven- 
ticle : and both thefe laft Charges' were laid to be contrary to the Form of 
the Englijh Statutes. For it feems that Mr. Attorney was now of Opinion," 
that the penal Laws did extend to the American Plantations, tho* his Senti- 
ments were the very reverie at the firft Debate before his Excellency : but 
Btfkley was rather remarkable for a voluble Tongue, than a penetrating 
Head or much Learning. To fupport this Profecution, he endeavoured to 
prove the Queen's ecclefiaftical Supremacy in the Colonies, and that it was 
delegated to her noble Coufin the Governour > and hence he was of Opini- 
on, that his Lordfhip's Inftru6Hons relating to Church Matters, had the 
Force of a Law. He, in the next Place, contended for the Extention of the 
Statutes of Uniformity, and, upon the Whole, was pleafed to fay, that he 
did not doubt the Jury would find a Verdidt for the Queen. Reignere, for 
the Defendant, infilled, that Preaching was no Crime by the Common Law, s 
that the Statutes of Uniformity, and the Aft of Toleration did not extend 
here, and that the Governour's Inftru&ions were not Laws. Nicoll fpoke 
to the fame Purpofe, and fo did David Jamifon ; but MKemie concluded 
the whole Defence in a Speech, which fets his Capacity in a very advan- 
tageous Light, The Reader may fee it in the Narrative of this Trial, 
which was firft publifhed at the Time, and fince reprinted at New-Tork in 
the Year 1755. The Chief Juftice, in his Charge, advifed a fpecial Ver- 
dift, but the Jury found no Difficulty to acquit the Defendant, who thro' 
the (hameful Partiality of the Court, was not difcharged from his Recogni- 
zance, till they had illegally extorted all the Fees of his Profecution, which, 
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together with his Expences, amounted to eighty-three Pounds feven Shilling* 
and fix Pence. 

• Lord Cornbury was now daily lofing the Favour of the People. The 
Friends of Leijler had him in the utmQit Abhorrence from the fiegiiung*. 
and being all Spies upon his Conduct, it was impoflible for his Lord&ip to 
commit the fmalleft Crime unnoticed. His Perfecution of the Prefeyterian* 
very early increafed the Number of his Enemies. The Dutch too were 
fearful of his religious Rage againft them, as he difputed their Right to- 
call and fettle Minifters, or even Schoolmafters, without his fperiai Li- 
cence. His exceflive Avarice, his Embezzlement of the publick Money r 
and his fordid Refufal to pay his private Debts, bore fo heavily upon hb> 
Reputation, that it was impoflible for his Adherents, either to Support him, 
or themfelves, againft the general Opposition. Such being the Tender of 
the People, his Lordfhip did not fucceed according to his Wifhej in the 
new Aflembly, which met on the 19th o£ Auguji, 1708, The Members 
were all againft him, and William tficoll was again chofen Speaker* 

Among the feveral Things recommended to their Consideration, the Afr 
fair of the Revenue, which w« to expire in May following, vsA the Pro* 
priety of making Prefents to the Indians, were ti^e chief. The Houfe were 
not infenfible pf the Importance of the Indian Intereft, and of the infinite 
Art6 of the French to feduce them from our Alliance : but fufpicjous that 
his Lordfhip, who heretofore had given hii&fislf little Coneero about that 
Matter, was feeking a frefh Opportunity tQ defraud the Publick, they de~ 
fired him to give them a Lift of the Articles of; which the Pfefents were 
to confift, together with ai) Eftimate of t£e Charge, before they would pro-* 
vide for that Donation. 

With refpect to the Revenue, hip Lord&jp wag npt fo foccefefuJ, for the 
Aflembly refolutely refufed to continue it* the* they contorted to an Aft to 
difcharge him from a Contract of z$o L and upwards, which he had made 
with one Hanfon for the publick Service. Thvmas Byerly was, at that Time* 
Colle&or and Receiver-General - 3 and by pretending that the Tfeafiuy was 
exhaufted, the Debts of the Government were unpaid. This gave life to 
many Petitions to the Aflembly to make Provifipn for their Pifchargeu Co~ 
loncl Schuyler, who had expended large Sums on the publick. Credit, was 
among the principal Sufferers, and joined with feveral others in an Appli-* 
cation to the Houfe, that Byerly might be compelled to account. The Dip 
putaw, relating to this Matter, took up a considerable Part of the SdEon,. 

*:■/* 3 *»<* 
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and were litigated with great Heat. Upon the Whole, an Aft was palled 
for refunding 700 A Whkh had been mifapplied. 

The. Refohitibns of the Committee of Grievances, approved by the 
S6uft> Ihew the general Objedions of the People to his Lordfhip's Ad- 
miniftmtion. fhefe were made at the fiegining of the Seflion, ahd yet we 
Aid this hailghty Lofd fubdued by the Opjx>fitidn againft him, and fo dif- 
pkited thro' Indigence, and the inceflant Sollicitations 6f his Creditors, that 
lie not onlyomited to juftify himfelf, but to (hew even an impotent kc- 
fentment. For after all the Cenfures of the Houfe, he tamely thanked 
them, for paffing the Bill to difcharge him from a finall Debt, which they 
could ndti in Juftke, have refufed. The Refolutions were in thefe Words: , 
" Rejihedy That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the appoint- 
<c ing Coroners in this Colony, without their being chofen by the People, 
** is a Grievance, and contrary to Law *. 

" : Refdhed, That it is, and always has teen, the unquestionable Right 
* c of every Free-man in this Colony, that he hath a perfect and entire Pro- 
<€ perty in his Goods and Eftate. 

*' Refihed, That the impofinjj and levying of any Monies upon her Ma- 
- cc jefty's Bubje&s of thjsCdony, under any Pretehce or Colour whatsoever, 
cc without Confent in general Aflembly, is a Grievance, and a Violation o£ 
%i the People's Property. 

<c Refolvedy That for any Officer whatfbevef , to extort from the People, 
* c extravagant and unlimited Pees, or any Mdney whatfoever, riot ppfi- 
*' tively eftablifhed and regulated by Confeht in general Aflembly, is un- 
<€ reasonable and unlawful, a great Grievance, and tending to the utter De- 
* c ftruttion of all Property in this Plantation. 

" Refohed, That the erefting a Court of Equity without Confent in ge- 
** neral Aflembly, is contrary to Law, without Precedent, and of danger* 
* c oos Confeqnence to the Liberty and Property of the Subjefls. 

" Refohed, That the ttrifmg of M6ney for the Government, or other 
<4 neceflary Charge, by any Tax, Import, or Burthen on Goods imported, 
%l or exported^ or any Clog, or Hindrance, on Traffick or Commerce, is 
f< found by Experience to be the Expulfion of many, and the Impoverifli- 
** ing of the Reft of tHe Planters, Freeholders, and Inhabitants of this 
* f Colony 3 of moft pcrrilcious Confequence, which, if continued, will un- 
* c avoidably prove the Rum of the Colony* 

* See Lord Bacon's Works, FoL Edit/4. Vol. 152. and yet the Coroners in every Cwlflty are 

.ftill appointed by the Governour. 

0^2 • f " RC ~ 
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"" " Refohedy That the exceffive Sums of Money fcwed 'froni Maifat -if 
Veffels trading here, under the Notion of Port^Charges, vifiting the && 
" Veflels by fupernumerary Officers, and taking extraordinary Fees* is the 
*? great Discouragement of Trade, and Strangers coming amongft us, be* 
€t yond the Precedent of any other Port, and without Colour of Law; * 
c< Refolved, That the compelling any Man upon Trial by a Jury/ .of d r 
<c therwife, to pay any Fees- for his Profecution, or any Thing whatfoever* 
cc unlefs the Fees of die Officers whom he employs for his neceflary De-* 
" fence, is a great Grievance, and contrary to Juftice *." ij 

Lord Cornbury was no lefs obnoxious to the People of New-Jer/ey, than 
to thofe of New-Tori. The Affembly of that .Province, impatient of his 
Tyranny, drew up a Complaint againft him, which they fent Homp to the 

Queen. ,-.".■ .•'■.! " 

Her Maiefty gracioufly liftened to the Cries of her injured Subjects, de*~ 
vefted him of his Power* and appointed Lord Lovelace in his. Stead;- de- 
claring that flie would not countenance her neareft Relations in oppreffing 
her People. . ■ . ., . r ■ 

As foon as my Lord was fuperfeded, his Creditors threw ijim into the 
Cuftbdy of the Sheriff of New-Tor k ; and he remained here till the jjeath 
of his Father, when fucceeding to the Earldom of Clarendon > h$ returned 
\o England. " 

We never had a Qovernour fo univerfally deteftedj nor any who* fa 
richly deferved the publick Abhorrence. In Spite of his noble Defasnt* his 
Behaviour was trifling, mean* and extravagant. r . 

It was hot uncommon for him to drefs himfelf in a Woman's Habit, and 
then to patrole the Fort in which he refided. Such Freaks of low Humour 
expoied him to the univerfal Contempt of the People ; but their Indignation 
was kindled by his defpotick Rule* favage Bigotrjy infatiablc Avarice, and 
Injiiftice, not only to the publick, but even his private Creditors. , For he 
left ibme of the loweft Tradefmen in his Employment unfatisfied in their 
juft Demands. 

John Lord Lovelace^ Baron of Hurley \ was appointed to this Government, 
in the Spring, 1708, but did not arrive here till the 18th of December .1ioU 
lowing. Lord Cornbury s oppreflive, mean, Adminiftration had long made 
the People very delirous of a Change j and therefore his Succeflbr was re- 

- ■ '.' * This had a fpecial Relation to the late Profecution of Mr. AP Remit. 

ceived 
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jwiyed ynth jawJpftl jftfO fiaring riifibI^:±bfcGto 
after his Acceflion to the Government, he convened a new xme ~Jxt 4ht -jth 
pf Jtyr s il; 17091, wjh&c^iconfiftip^of Members of rfiefameintereft with-the 
la#, ; re^e#pd ^MM^mlh \\ die former Speaker, into the Chair. Hi4 
JLpr4ihip tqld tbe«iyyatj^ciBegm^ of theSeffon, " That he had broughi 
cc with hwa^ge Supplier of Soldiers and Stores of War, as well as Prc- 
cc fents for the Indian^ *haHi, which nothing, could be more agreeable t* 
the Peppte. . He. laiftent^d. ,|he Greatnefs bf .the provincial Debts, and Ae 
Decay of pyblick Qg&t ; : but ftill i recommended their railing a Rievenuej 
for the.fen^ Jerra with thgit iftablifhed by;theIA<3: in the nth Year of the 
laft Reign. .He ; alfo preffledj the Difcharge of the Debts of ■ the Govern^ 
ment, and their Examination .of .thepublick ^ticotuits*; " that it- may be 
" known (fays he) what this Debt is, and that it may appear hereafter "to 
" all the World, that it was not coptra&ed in my Time." This oblique 
Refle&ion upon his Predecefibr, who was now ignominioufly imprifoned 
by his Creditors, was difpleafing to no Body. 

Tho' the Affembly, in their Anfwer, heartily congratulated his Lordfhigfp 
Arrival, and thanked the Queen for her Care of the Province, yet they 
fufficiently intimated their Difinclination to raife the Revenue, which the 
Governour had requefted. " Our earneft Wifhes (to ufe the Words of the 
€< Addrefs) are, that fuitable Meafures may be taken, to incourage the few 
" Inhabitants left to ftay in it, and others to come. The juft Freedom 
" injoyed by our Neighbours, by the tender Indulgence of the Govern- 
" ment, has extremely drained and exhaufted us both of People and Stocky 
" whilft a different Treatment, the wrong Methods too long taken, and 
tl Severities praflifed bere> have averted and deterred the ufual Part of Man- 
" kind from fettling and coming hitherto." Towards the Clofe, they allure 
him, " That as the Beginning of his Government gave them a delightful 
" Profpect of Tranquility, fo they were come with Minds prepared to con- 
" fult the Good* of the Country and his Satisfa&ion." 

The principal Matter which engaged the Attention of the Affembly, was 
the Affair of the Revenue. Lord Cornburys Conduft had rendered them 
utterly averfe to a permanent Support for the future, and yet they were un- 
willing to quarrel with the new Governour. They, however, at laft a- 
greed on the 5th of May, to raife 2500 /. to defray the Charges of the Go- 
vernment to the 1 ft of May enfuing, 1600/. of which was voted to his 
Excellency, and the remaining Sums towards a Supply of Firewood and 
Candles to the feveral Forts in New-Tork> Albany, and Schene£tady> and 

for 



srt THB HiSTORT OF NEW.TOItK. HAUTWf 

for Payment of fiaatt Salaries to the Printer, deck of the CfeteiL aad 
/*<#«* Interpreter* . . i. ... . . 

. This new Project of providing, annually for the Support of Govern* 
jnent, .was contrived to prevent the Mifchitrs, to whkfc the long Revenues 
had formerly expo&d us. But as it rendered the-GoveTnour, and all the 
other Servants of the Crown dependent Upon the A&mbly, a Rupture, 
between the feveral Branches of the Legulatuie, would doubtkfe have en- 
&ied; but the very Day, in which the Vote pafied die Houfe, hi* Lord* 
(hip died of a Duorder contracled in crofting the, Petty at ok firft Arrival 
in the City of Nevt-Tork. His Lady continued here, loftjg afte* his Death, 
Jbliciting for the Sum voted to her Hufband j but tho' theQueen intefpofed, 
by a Letter, in her Behalf, nothing was allowed till fcveral Yeats after- 
wards. 
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PART IV. 

From the Canada Expedition in 1709, to the Arrival of Go* 

vernour Burnet. 



LOR V Lovelace being dead, the chief Command devolved upon Ri~ 
chard IngoidJby y the Lieutenant-Governour, the fame who had exer- 
cifed the Government feveral Years before, upon the Deceafe of 
Colonel Sloughter. His fhort Adminiftration is remarkable, not for his ex- 
traordinary Talents, for he was a heavy Man, but for a fecond fruitlefs 
Attempt againft Ganada. Colonel Vetch* who had been, feveral Years be* 
fore, at ^uehecK and founded the River cf St. Lawrence, was the firft Pro- 
jeftor of tbi$ Enterprise. The Miniftry approved of it, and Fetch arrived 
in J&fton, «nd prevailed upon the NtWrBngland Colonies to join in the 
Scheme- After that, he came to iVw-JVi, and concerted the Plan of O- 
perations with Francis Nicbolf(m> formerly our Lieutenant-Governour, who, 
at the Rqqueft of Ing$ldjty y the Council* the Afiembly, Gurdcn Bakonfial' 
the Governow of Comiefflcuti &\<L Charles Gotten Lieutcnant-Governour of 
P.ennjyheftMy accepted the chief Command of the provincial Forces, in- 
tended to penetrate into Canada, by the Way cf Lake Champlain. Impo- 
verished as we were, the Affembly joined heartily in the Enterprife. It 
w^s ,at this Juncture, our firft Aft for iffuing Bills of Credit was paffed; 
an Expedient without; whieh we cotfkl not havr contributed to tbe Expedi- 
tion, 
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tion, the Treafury being then totally exhaufled. Univerfal Joy how brightn 
ened every Man's Countenance, becaufe aU expe&ed the compleat Reduc- 
tion of Canada, before the enfuing Rail, Big with the pleafing Profpeft 
of an Event, which would put a Period to all the Ravages of an encroach- 
ing^ mercilefs, Enemy, extend the Britijhi Empire, 'and augmSit our TFa3l f 
we exerted ourfelves to the utraoft, for tie Succefs of the Eipeditior\. . As 
foon as the Detign was made known to the Houfe, twenty Ship and Houfe 
Carpenters were imprefled into the Service for building Batteaus. Com- 
miffioners alfo were appointed to purcnafc Provifions and other Necefla- 
ries, and empowered to break open Houfes for that Pujppfe -, acid to im- 
prefs Men; Veflels, Horfeg, and Waggons, for traflfportine. tfre Storta. Four 
hundred and eighty^feven Men, befides the iridcfpendentCompanies, were 
raifed and difpatched to Albany \ by the 27th of June -, from whence they 
advanced, with the main Body, tp the Wood Cr^k. Three Forts were 
built there, befides many Block-hotafcs and Stores for the Provifions, which 
were tranfported with great Difpatch. The Province of New-York (all 
THihgs coiifidexecl) has the. Merit of having contributed more than any of 
her Neighbours towards this Expedition. -Peynfyhania gave no Kind of 
Aid, and New-Jerfey was only at the Expence of 3000 /. One hundred 
Batteaus, as many Birch Canoes, and two of the Forts, were built entirely^ 
and the other Fort, for the mofl l Part, at the Charge Df this* Government. 
All the Provifions andStbres for the Army, -were tranfported at our Ex- 
pence j and befides our Quota of Volunteers and the independent Compa- 
nies, we procured and maintained fix hundred Indians, and vifWaTed* & 
thoufand of their Wives and Children at Albatoy; during the Campaign, ,: 
• Having thus put ourfelves to the Exptence of above twenty thoufand* 
Pounds towards this Enterprife, the Dday of the Arrival of the Fleet 
fpread a general Difcontent through the Country ; and early in the Fall, 
the Afiembly addrefled the Lieutenant-Governaur to recall our Forces front 
the Camp. Fetch and Nicbolfon foon after broke up the Campaign, and 
retired to New-Port in Rbode-IJland, where there was a Congrefs of Go- : 
vernours. Ingjoldjby, who was invited to if, did not appear, in Compliance 
with the Inclination of the Affembly, who, incenfed at the publick Difap- 
pointment, harboured great Jealoufies of all the firft Promoters^ of the De- 
fign. As foon, therefore, as Lord Sunderland's Letters, which arrived here 
on the 2 1 ft of OEiober, were laid before the Houfe, they refolved to fend 
an Addrefs to the Queen, to lay before her a true Account of the Manner, 
in which this Province exerted itfelf in the late Undertaking. 

Had. 
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Had this Expedition been vigoroufly carried on, doubtlefs it would have 
fucceeded. The publick Affairs at Home were conduced by a wife Mini- 
ftry. The allied Army triumphed in repeated Succefles in Flanders % and 
the Court of France was in no Condition to give Affiftance to fo diftant 
a Colony as Canada. The Indians of the Five Nations were engaged, thro* 
the indefatigable Solicitations of Colonel Schuyler, to join heartily in the; 
Attempt; and the Eaftern Colonies had nothing to fear from the Ouwena- 
giqigas, becaufe thofe Indians had, a little before, concluded a Peace with 
the Confederates. In America every Thing was ripe for the Attack. At 
Home, Lord Sunderland, the Secretary of State, had proceeded fo far, as to 
difpatch Orders to the Queen's Ships at Bofton, to hold themfelves in Rca. 
dinefs, and the Britijh Troops were upon the Point of their Embarkation. 
At this Jun6hire, the News arrived of the Defeat of the Portuguefe, which 
reducing our Allies to great Streights, the Forces intended for the Ameri- 
can Adventure were then ordered to their Affiftance, and the Thoughts of 
the Miniftry entirely diverted from the Canada Expedition. 

As we had not a Man in this Province, who had more extended Views 
of the Importance of driving the French out of Canada, than Colonel Schuy- 
ler, fo neither did any Perfon more heartily engage in the late Expedition. 
To preferve the Friendfhip of the Five Nations, without which it would be 
impoffible to prevent our Frontiers from becoming a Field of Blood, he* 
ftudied all the Arts of infinuating himfelf into their Favour. He gava 
them all poffible Encouragement and Affiftance, and very much impaired 
his own Fortune, by his Liberality to their Chiefs. They never came to 
Albany but they reforted to his Houie, and even dined at his Table ; and by 
this Means he obtained an Afcendency over them, which was attended with 
very good Confequences to the Province, for he could always, in a great 
Degree, obviate or eradicate the Prejudices and Jealoufies, by which the 
French Jefuits were inceflantly labouring to debauch their Fidelity. 

Impreffed with a ftrong Senfe of the Neceffity of fome vigorous Meafures 
againft the French, Colonel Schuyler was extremely difcontented at the late 
Difappointment -, and refolved to make a Voyage to England, at his private 
Expence, the better to inculcate on the Miniftry, the abfolute Neceffity of 
reducing Canada to the Crown of Great-Britain. For that Purpofe he pro- 
pofed to carry Home with him five Indian Chiefs. The Houfe no fooner 
heard of his Defign, than they came to a Refolution, which, in Juftice to 
his diftinguifhed Merit, I ought not to fupprefs. It was this : 

R " Re- 
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. « c l Rdblved, Nemim cgntradicentd, That the humble Addreft of the Lieu- 
" tenant-Governor, Council, and general Af&mbly of this Colony to the 
" Queen, reprefenting the prefent State of this Plantation, be committed to 
" his Charge and Care, to be prefented by himfelf to her facred Majefty * 
'* ho being a Perfon, who not only in llie kft War, when he commanded 
" the Forces of this Colony in chief at Canada, but alio in the prefent, hag 
'.' performed faithful Services, to this and the neighbouring Colonies \ and be- 
u haved himfetf in the Offices, with which he has been intruded, with good 
" Reputation, and the general Satisfa&ion of the People in thefe Paits." 
i The Arrival of the five Sachems in England, made a great Bruit thro' the 
whole Kingdom. The Mob followed wherever they went, and {mail Cute 
of them were ibid among the People. The Court was at that Time in 
Mourning for the Death of the Prince of Denmark : thefe American Kings * 
were therefore drefled in black under Cloths, after the Engtijh Manner v 
but, inftead of a Blanket, they had each a Scarlet-in-grain Cloth Mantle,, 
edged with Gold, thrown over all their other Garments. This Drefi wa* 
directed by the Dreffers of the Playhoufe, and given by the Queen, who 
was advifed to make a Shew of them. A more than ordinary Solemnity 
attended the Audience they had of her Majefty. Sir Charles dotterel con- 
duced them, in two Coaches, to St. James's; and the Lord Chamberlain, 
introduced them into the royal Prefence. Their Speech, on the 19th of A- 
pril, 17 10, is preferred by Oldmixon, and was in thefe Words ; 

" Great Queen > 

c< We have undertaken a long Voyage, which none of our Predecefiors* 
" could be prevailed upon to undertake, to fee our great Queen, and relate 
? to her thofe Things, which we thought abfblutely neceffary for the Good 
" of her, and us her Allies, on the other Side the Water. 

<c We doubt not but our great Queen has been acquainted with our 
" long and tedious War, in Conjunction with her Children, againfr her 
" Enemies the French \ and that we have been as a ftrong Wall for their. 
" Security, even to the Lofs of our beft Men. We were mightily rejoiced, 
u when we heard our great Queen had refolved to fend an Army to reduce 
" Canada, and immediately, in Token of Friendfliip, we hung up the 
" Kettle, and took up the Hatchet, and, with one Confent, affifted Colonet 

* This Title is commonly bellowed on the Sachems, tho' the Indians havt no fuch Dignity 
or Office amongft them. 

" Nicholfon 
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" Nicboljbn in making Preparations on this Side the Lake ; but, at length* 
" we were told our great Queen, by fame important Affairs, was 
:" ^prevented in her Defign, at prefent, which made us forrowful, left the 
; iC French, who had hitherto dreaded us, fliould now think us unable to 
& make War againft them. The Reduction of Canada is of great Weight 
to our free Hunting ; fo that if our great Queen (hould not be mindful 
of us, we muft, with our Families, forfake our Country, and feek o- 
ther Habitations, or ftand neuter, either of which will be much againft 
." our Inclinations/ 

"In Token, of the Sincerity of thefe Nations, we do, in their Name*, 
cc prefent our great Queen with thefe Belts of Wampum, and in Hopes of 
" our great Queen's Favour, leave it to her moft gracious Confideration." 

While Colonel Schuyler was at the Britijb Court, Captain Ingoldjby was 
difplaced, and Gerardus Beekman exercifed die Powers of Government, from 
the 10th of April, 1710, till the Arrival of Brigadier Hunter, on the 14th 
of June following. The Council then prefent were, 

Mr. .Beekman, Mr. Mampejon, 

Mr. Van Dam, Mr. Barbarie, 

Colonel Benflaer, Mr. Pbilipfe. 

K Hunter was a Native of Scotland, and, when a Boy, put Apprentice to an 
Apothecary. He left his Mafter, and went into the Army ; and being a 
JVIan of Wit and perfonal Beauty, recommended himfelf to Lady Haf, 
.whom he afterwards married. In the Year 1707, he was appointed Lieu- 
4enantrGovernour of Virginia, but being taken by the French in his Voyage 
to that Colony, he was carried into France, and upon his Return to Eng- 
JW, appointed to fucceed Lord Lovelace in the Government of this and the 
Province of New-Jerfey. Dean Swift's Letter to him, during his Capti- 
vity, fhews that he had the Honour of an Intimacy with Mr. Addijbn and 
others, who were diftinguifhed for their good Senfe and Learning ; and 
perhaps it was by their Intereft, he was advanced to this profitable Place. 

Governour Hunter brought over with him near three thoufand Palatines, 
who the Year before fled to England from the Rage of Perfecution in Ger- 
many. Many of thefe People feated themfelves in the Chy of New-Tork, 
where they built a Lutheran Church, which is now in a delining Conditi- 
on. Others fettled on a Traft of feveral thoufand Acres, in the Manor of 
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Livingjlon. Their Village there, called the Camp, is one of the pleafanteft 
Situations on Hudfons River: right oppofite, on the Weft Bank, are many 
other Families of them. Some went into Pennfylvania, and by the fa- 
vourable Accounts of the Country, which they tranfmited to Germany* 
were inftrumental to the Tranfmigi'ation of many thoufands of their Coun- 
trymen into that Province. Queen Anne 's Liberality to thefe People, was 
not more beneficial to them, than ferviceable to this Colony. They have 
behaved themfelves peaceably, and lived with great Induftry. Many are 
rich, all are Protfftants, and well affefted to the Government. The fame 
mull be faid of thofe who have lately fettled amongft us, and planted the 
Lands Weftward of Albany. We have not the leaft Ground for Jealoufy 
with refpeft to them. Amongft us they are few in Number, compared to 
thofe in Pennfyhania. There they are too numerous, to be foon affimilated 
to a new Conftitution. They retain all the Manners and Principles which 
prevail in their native Country, and as many of them are Papifts* fome 
are not without their Fears, that fooner or later, they will become danger- 
ous to our Colonies *. 

The late Attempt to attack Canada proving abortive, expofed us to Con- 
ferences equally calamitous, dreaded, and forefeen. While the Prepanb- 
tions were making to invade it, the French exerted themfelves in cajoling 
their Indian Allies to'affift in the Repulfe ; and as foon as the Scheme drop- 
ed, numerous Parties were fent out to harafs the Englijh Frontiers. Thefe 
Irruptions were, principally, made on the northern Pairts of New-England, 
where the moft favage Cruelties were daily commited. New-Tori had, in- 
deed, hitherto efcaped, being covered by the Indians of the Five Nations; but 
the Danger we were in induced Governour Hunter, foon after his Arrival, 
to make a Voyage to Albany \ where he met the confederate Chiefs, and re- 
newed the old Covenant. While there, he was ftrongly foliated, by the 
New-England Governments, %o engage our Indians in a War with thofe who 
were daily ravaging their Borders ; but he prudently declined a Meafure, 
which might have expofed his own Province to a general Devaftation. A 
Treaty of Neutrality fubfifted > at that Time,, between the Confederates and 

* The furprifing Importation of Germant in- efcaped all that fhocjeing Deva/Ution, which: 

to that Colony, gave rife to the Scheme of dif- enfued* the fata* Defeat of General Braddact 9 * 

perfmg Englijh Clergymen and Schoolmaftera a- Army on the 9th of Jufy* 1755 5 and would, 

mongftthem. The Projeft is founded on Prin- perhaps, have prevented even the Erection of 

ciples of found Polity. If a political Miflion Fort Qutfne, which has already coft the Nation 

among the Indians had been fcafonably encou- fo much Blood and Treafure*. 
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the Canada French and their Indians -, which, depending upon the Faith of 
lawlefs Savages, was, at heft, but precarious, and yet the only Security we 
had for the Peace of our Borders. A Rupture between them would have 
involved us in a Scene of Mifcry, at a Time, of all others, moft unfeafon- 
ahle. However the People of New-England might cenfure the Governour, it 
was a Proof of his Wifdom to refufe their Requeft. For befides a Want of 
Men and Arms to defend us, our Forts were fallen down, and the Trea- 
sury exhaufted. 

The new Afiembly met, at New-Tori, on the ift of September. Mr. 
NicoU, the Speaker, Mr. Living fton, Mr. De Lancey, and Colonel Morris, 
were the Members ihoft diftinguifhed for their A&ivity in the Houfe. Mr. 
De Lancey was a Proteftant Refugee, a Native of Caen in Normandy; and 
by marrying a Daughter of Mr. Courtlandt, conne&ed with a Family, then, 
perhaps, the moft opulent and extenfive of any in the Province. He was 
an eminent Merchant, and, by a fuccefsful Trade, had amafled a very con- 
fiderahle Fortune. But of all thefe, Colonel Morris had the greateft Influ- 
ence 011 our publick Affairs. He was a Man of Letters, and, tho' a little 
whimfical in his Temper, was grave in his Manners and of penetrating 
•Parts. Being exceflively fond of the Society of Men of Senfe and Read- 
ing, he was never wearied at a Siting, till the Spirits of the whole Company 
were diilipated. Fronrhis Infancy, he had lived in a Manner beft adapted 
to teach him die Nature of Man, and to fortify his Mind for the Viciffi- 
tudes of Life. He very early loft both his Father and Mother, and fell 
under the Patronage of his Uncle, formerly an Officer, of very confiderable 
Rank, in CromwelFs Army $ who, after the Reftoration, difguifed himfelf 
under the Profeflion of Quakerifm, and fettled on a fine Farm, within a 
few Miles of the City, called, after his own Name, Morrifania. Being a 
Boy of ftrong Paffions, the general Indications of a fruitful Genius, he gave 
frequent Offence to his Uncle, and, on one of thefe Occafions, thro' Fear of 
his Refentment, ftrolled away into Virginia, and thence to Jamaica in the 
Weft-Indies *, where, to fupport himfelf, he fet up for a Scrivener. After 
feveral Years fpent in this vagabond Life, he returned again to his Uncle, 
who received the young Prodigal with Joy ; and, to reduce him to Regu- 
larity, brought about his Marriage with a Daughter of Mr. Graham, a fine 

* Hugh Coppathwait, a Quaker Zealot, was among tbe Mohawks. The credulous Quaker 
fits Preceptor : the PupH taking Advantage of took it for a miraculous Call, and was upon the 
his Enthufiafm, hid himfelf in a Tree, and call- Point of feting out when the Cheat was dii'co- 
iag to him, ordered him to* preach the Gofpel yereJ» 
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Xady, with whom he lived above fifty Years, in the Poffeffion of every En- 
joyment, which good Senfe and polite Manners in a Woman could afford. 
The greateft Part of his Life, before the Arrival of Mr. Hunter, was fpent 
in Newr.Jerfey *, where he fignalized himfelf in the Service both of the 
Proprietors and the Aflembly. The latter employed him to draw up their 
Complaint againft my Lord Cornbury, and he was made the Bearer of it to 
the Queen. Tho' he was indolent in the Management of his private Af- 
fairs, yet, thro' the Love of Power, he was always bufy in Matters of a 
political Nature, and no Man in the Colony equaled him in the Knowledge 
of the Law and the Arts of Intrigue, From this Character, the Reader 
-will eafdy perceive that Governour Hunter {hewed his Prudence, in taking 
Mr. Morris into his Confidence, his Talents and Advantages rendering him 
either a ufeful Friend or formidable Foe, Such were the a&ing Members 
<of this Aflembly. When Brigadier Hunter {poke to them, he recommended 
the fettling a Revenue, the Defence of the Frontiers, and the Reparation 
of the publick Credit, which Lord Gornbury h*d almoft entirely deftroyed. 
To ftifle the remaining Sparks of our ancient Feuds, he concluded with 
ihefe Words : " If any go about to difturb your Peace, by reviving buried 
<c Parties or Piques, or creating new ones, they (hall meet with no Couiv- 
".tetiance or Incouragement from me $ and I am fure they deferve as little 
*' from you." The Addrefs of the Houfc was perfedtly agreeable to the 
Governour. They promifed to provide for the Support of Government, 
and to reftore the publick Credit, as well as to proteft the Frontiers.. In 
Anfwer to the Clofe of his Speech, they declare their Hope, " That foch 
" as excited party Contentions might meet with as lit tie Credit, and as much 
IC Difgrace, as they deferve." This Unanimity, however, was foon inter- 
rupted. Colonel Morris, for fome warm Words droped in a Debate, was 
expelled the Houfe ; and foon after a Difpute arofe, between the Council 
and Aflembly, concerning fopie Amendments, made by the former, to a Bill 
" For the Hreafurers paying fundry Sums of Money'' The Defign of it, in 
mentioning the particular Sums, and rendering them ifluable by their own 
Officer, was to reftrain the Governour from repeating the Mifapplications 
which had been to frequent in a late Adminiftration. The Council, for 

* He was one of the Council in that Pro- to be Governour of the Colony; but the Ap- 

vince, and a Judge of the fupreme Court there, pointment was changed in Favour of Lord (irw- 

in 1692. Upon the Surrender of the Govern- bury, the Queen's Couiln. 
ment to Queen Anne, in 1702, he was named 
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thalReafen, oppofedit, and adhered to their Amendments j which occa* 
fioned a Prorogation, on the 25th of* November, after the paffing of feveral 
other neceffary Laws. 

Mrs Hunter cautioufly avoided entering, publickly, into die Depute be- 
tw«ri^A(fcfewo Hbufts, till he knew the Sentiments of the MinHtry, and 
then he opened the Spring Seffions with a Speech too lingular not to be 
ib&rtecL 

. " Gentlemen: I hope you are now come with a Difpofition to anfwef the- 
cc -.End* of your Meeting, that is, to provide a fuitable Support for her 

* Mojefty's Government here, in the Manner (he has been pleafed to di- 
* cc reft; to find out Means to reftore the publick Credit, and to provide 

* better for your own Security. 

<c They abufe you, who tell, you, that you are hardly dealt by in the 
" Augmentation of Salaries. Her Majefty's Inftru&ions, which I commu- 
<c nicated to you at our laft Meeting, might have convinced you that it" 
" was her T.endernefs towards her Subjects in the Plantations, who fuffer- 
"• ed under an eftablifhed Cuftom of making confiderable Prefents to their/ 
M - Governours, by A&s of Aflembly, that induced her to allot to each of them: 
•* itich & Salary as ftie judged fufficient for their Support, in their refpe&ive 
u ' Stations, with a ftritt Prohibition of all fuch Prefents for the future ;, 
** which Inftni6tion has met with a chearful and grateful Compliance in all: 
" the other Colonies* 

" If you ha«e been in any Thing diftinguifhed, it is by an extraordi- 

jiary Meafure of her royal Bounty and Care. I hope you will make. 

fuitable Returns, left fome Infinuations, much repeated of late Years, 

fhould gain Credit at laft, that however your Refentment has fallen upon. 

the Governor, it's the Government you diflike. 

<c It is neceffary, at this Time, that you be told alfo, that giving Money 
" for the Support of Government, and difpofing of it at your Pleafore, is 
" the fame with giving none at all. Her Majefty is the fole Judge of the 
"Merits of her Servants. This Right has never yet been difputed at 
" Home, and fhould I confent to give it up abroad, I fhould render my- 
u felf unworthy, not only of the Truft repofed in me, but of the Society 
" of my Fellow-Subje&s, by incurring her higheft Difpleafure. If I have 
" tired you by a, long Speech, I (hall make Amends by putting you to the 
M Trouble of a very fhort Anfwer. 

" Will you fuppoft her Majefty *s Government, in the Manner fhe has 
•* been. pleafed texdireft, or areyou refchred that Burden fhalHk* ftitl upon 
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" the Governor, who cannot accufe Himfelf of any Thing that may have 
•" deferved this Treatment at your Hftkds ? 

c< Will you take Care of the Debts of the Government ; or, to increafe 
<c my Sufferings, muft I continue under the Torture of the daily Cries o£ 
" fuch as have jufl Demands upon you, and are in Mifery, withal Ih* 
" Power of giving them any Hopes of Relief ? /* 

" Will you take more effectual Care of your own Safety, in that of 
" your Frontiers ; or are you refolved for the future to rely upon the Se- 
" ciurity of an open Winter, and the Caprice of your favage Neighbours ? 
<c I fliall be very forry if this Plainnefs offends you. I judge it neceflary to- 
(( wards the eftablifhing and cultivating a good Underftanding betwixt us. 
€C I hope it will be fo conftrued, and wifh heartily it may have that EfibQ:" 

Perplexed with this remarkable Speech, the Aflembly, After a fewt)ays, 
concluded, that as his Excellency had prorogued them in February* while 
he was at Burlington* in the Province of New-Jerfey* they could not fit and 
aft as a Houfe; upon which, they were the fame Day diflblved. 

The five Indian Kings, carried to England by Colonel Schuyler* having 
feen all the Curiofities in London* and been much entertained by many Per- 
fons of Diftin&ion, returned to Bojlon* with Commodore J\frrtih and Colo- 
nel Nicbolfon -, the latter of whom commanded the Forces defigned againft 
Port-Royal and the Coaft of Nova-Scotia. In this Enterprife the New-Eng- 
land Colonies, agreeable to their wonted Courage and Loyalty, lent their 
Affiftance ; and the Redu&ion of the Garrifon, which was then called j4n- 
napoIis-Rcyal* was happily completed on the 2d of Oftober* 1710. Ani- 
mated by this, and fbme other Succeffes in Newfoundland* Nicbolfon again 
urged the Profecution of the Scheme for the Redu&ion of Canada ; which 
having been ftrongly recommended by the Indian Chiefs, as the only effec- 
tual Means to fecure the northern Colonies, was now again refumed. 

Towards the Execution of this Projeft, five thoufand Troops from Eng- 
land and Flanders* were fent over under the Command of Brigadier ifi#» 
the Brother of Mrs. Ma/bam, the Queen's new Confident on the Difgrace 
of the Dutchefs of Marlborough. The Fleet of Tranfports, under the Con- 
voy of Sir HovedenfTalier* arrived, after a Month's Pafiage, at Bojlon* on the 
4th of June* 171 1. The Provifions, with which they expected to be fup- 
plied there, being not provided, the Troops landed. Nicbolfon* who was 
to command the Land-Forces, came immediately to New-Tori:* where Mr. 
Hunter convened the Aflembly, on the 2d of July. The Re-ele&ion of 
the fame Members, who had ferved in the laft, was a fufficient Proof of 
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the general Averfion to the Eftablilhrqent of a Revenue. Robert Livingjlon, 
junior, who married the only Daugftfer of Colonel Schuyler, came in for 
Albany, and together with Mr. Morris , who was again chofcn for .the Bo- 
rough of Wejl-Chejhr, joined the Governour's Intereft. Brigadier Hunter 
infornfcd the Affembly of the intended Expedition, and the Arrival of the 
Fleet and Forces -, that the Quota of this Province, fettled by the Council of 
War, at New-London, was 600 private Sentinels and their Officers : be- 
fides which, he recommended their making Provifion for building Batteaus, 
tranfporting the Troops and Provifions, fubfilting the Indians, and for the 
contingent Charges : nor did he forget to mention the Support of Govern- 
ment and the publick Debts. 

The Houfe was Co well pleafed with the Defign upon Canada, that they 
votedfen Addrefs of Thanks to the Queen, and fent a Committee to 2V/- 
cbolfon, to congratulate his Arrival, and make an honourable Acknowledge- 
ment of his " fedulous Application to her Majejlyfor reducing Canada." In a 
few Days Time, an A£t was palled for raifing Forces ; and, the Aflembly, 
by a Refolution, according to the Governour's Advice, reftri&ed the Price 
of Provifions to certain particular Sums. Bills of Credit, for forwarding 
■the Expedition, were now alio ftruck, to the Amount of 10,000 /. to be 
funk iafive Years, by a Tax on Eftates real and perfonal. After thefe 
Supplies were granted, the Govemour prorogued the Allembly $ tho' no- 
thing was done relating to the ordinary Support of Government. 

While thefe Preparations were making at New-York, the Fleet, confifting 
of twelve Men of War, forty Tranlports, and fix Store-Ships, with forty 
Horfes, a fine Train of Artillery and all Manner of warlike Stores, failed 
for Canada, from Bofton, on the 30th of July ; and, about a Month after- 
.wards, NicMfon appeared at Albany, at the Head of an Army of four 
thoufand Men, raifed in this and the Colonies of New-Jerfey and Connec- 
ticut: the feveral Regiments being commanded by Colonel Ingoldjby, Colonel. 
WlAting, and Colonel Schuyler, die latter of whom procured 600 of the 
Fiye Nations to join our Army. 

**The French, in Canada, were not unapprifedof thefe Deligns. Vaudreuil* 
the Governour General, fent his Orders, from Montreal, to the Sieur De 
Beaucourt, to haften the Works he was about at %uebeck, and commanded 
that all the Regulars and Militia Ihould be held in Readinefs to march on 
the firft Warning. Four or five hundred Indians, of the more dillant Na- 
tions, arrived at the fame Time at Montreal, with Meflieurs St. Pierre and 
%onti> who, together with the Caughnuaga Profelytes, took up the Hatchet 
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in Favour of the French. Vaudreuil $ after difpatching feveral Indians and 
two Miflionaries among the Five Nations, to detach them from our Intereft, 
went to Qyebeck, which Beaucourt the Engineer had fufficiently fortified to 
fuftain a long Siege, All the principal Pofts below the City, oa both 
Sides of the River, were prepared to receive the Britijh Troops in cafe of 
their Landing. On the 14th of Augujl, Sir Hoveden Walker arrived with 
the Fleet in the Mouth of St. Lawrence River $ and fearing to lofe the 
Company of the Tranfports, the Wind blowing frefh at North- Weft, he 
put into Gafpy Bay, and continued there till the 20th of the fame Month. 
Two Days after he failed from thence, the Fleet was in the utmoft Danger, 
for they had no Soundings, were without Sight of Land, the Wind high at 
Eaft-South-Eaft, and the Sky darkened by a thick Fog. In thefe Circum- 
ftances the Fleet brought to, by the Advice of the Pilots, who were of O- 
pinion, that if the Ships lay with their Heads to the Southward, they 
might be driven by the Stream into the midft of the Channel : but inftead 
of that, in two Hours after, they found themfelves on the North Shore, 
among Rocks and Iflands, and upon the Point of being loft. The Men of 
War efcaped, but eight Tranfports, containing eight hundred Souls, Of- 
ficers, Soldiers, and Seamen, were call away. Two or three Days being 
{pent, in recovering what they could from the Shore, it was determined, at 
a Confiiltation of Sea Officers, to return to fomeBay or Harbour, till a fur- 
ther Refolution could be taken. On the 14th of September they arrived at 
Spanijh-River Bay, where a Council of War, confifting of Land and Sea 
Officers, confidering that they had but ten Weeks Provision, and judging 
that they could not depend upon a Supply from New-England, unanimoufly 
concluded to return Home, without making any farther Attempts ; and 
they accordingly arrived at Portjmouth on the 9th of October ■, when, in Ad- 
dition to our Misfortunes, the Edgar, a 70 Gun Ship, was blown up, 
having on Board above four hundred Men, befides many Perfons who came- 
to vifit their Friends. 

As foon as the Marquis De Vaudreuil, by the Accounts of the FKhermen 
and two other Ships, had Reafbn to fulpeft that our Fleet was returned,, 
he went to Cbambfy, and formed a Camp of three thoufand Men to op- 
pofe Nicbolfori* Army, intended to penetrate Canada, at that End. But he 
was foon informed that our Troops were returned, upon the News of the 
Difafter which had befallen the Fleet,, and that the People of Albany were, 
in the utmoft Confternation.. 

The: 
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The new Miniftry are generally cenfured for their Cohdu& in this Expe* 
dition by the Whigs, who condemn both the Projeft and the Meafures taken 
towards its Execution. The Scheme was never laid before the Parliament, 
tho* it was then fiting ; but this, it is feid, was for the greater Secrecy, and 
for the fame Reafon, the Flefet wa& not folly vi&ualcd at Home. They 
relied upon New-England fot Supplies, afcd this deftroyed the Defign. For 
the Ships tarried at Boflc% till the Seafon for the Attack was over. 

According to Lord Hurley's Account of this Expedition, the Whole was 
a Contrivance of Bolingbr6ke> Moon y and the Ix&rd Chancellor Harcourt, to 
cheat the Publick of twenty thou&nd PcHmds. The latter of thefe was 
pleafed to fay " No Government wa« worth ferving, that would not admit 
" of faeh advantageous Jobs/' 

Apprehenfive that the Enemy wotild fall upon our Borders, as they af- 
terwards really did* in fmall Partis, upon the Mifcarriage of that Enter- 
prife i Governour Hunter preflfed th6 Aflembly, in Autumn, to continue a 
Number of Men in Pay the enfokig Winter, and to repair the out Forts. 
After the Houfe had pafled feveral Votes to this Purpofe, his Excellency, 
during the Seffion, went up to j&bafty Y to withdraw the Forces of the Co* 
lony, and give Orders for the neceffary Repairs. 

The publick Debts, by this urifortunate Expfeditioft, were become greatly 
enhanced, and the Aflembly, at laft, entered upon Meafufes for the Support 
of the Government, and fent up to the Council feveral Bills for that Pur* 
pofe. The latter attempted to make Amendments, which the other would 
not admit, and a warm Controverfy arofe between thofe two Branches of 
the Legiflature, The Council afligned Inftances, that Amendments had 
formerly been allowed; and, befides this Argument, drawn from Precedent, 
infifted that they were a Part of the Legiflature, conftituted as the Aflembly 
were " by the meer Grace of the Crown ;" adding that the Lords of Trade 
had determined the Matter in their Favour. The Houfe, neverthelefs, ad- 
hered to their Refolutions, and anfwered in thefe Words : 

" Tis true, the Share the Council have (if any) in the Legiflation, does 
u not flow from any Title they have from the Nature of that Board, which 
" is only to advife $ or from their being another diftintt State, or Rank of 
#< People in the Constitution, which they are not, being all Commons; but 
■" only from the meer Pteafure of the Prince fignified in the Commiflion. 
" On the contrary, the inherent Right the Aflembly have to difpofe of the 
." Money of the Freemen of this Colony, does not proceed from any Com- 
V million, Letters Patent, or other Grant from the Crown; but from the 
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c< free Choice and Ele&ion of the People, who ought not to be diverted of 
<c their Property-(nor juftly can) without their Confent. Any former Con- 
u defcenfions, of other Affemblies, will not prefcribe to the Council, a Pri- 
u vilege to make any of thofe Amendments, and therefore they have it not. 
u If the Lords Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations, did conceive no 
u Reafbn why the Council fhould not have Right to amend Money Bills, 
€< this is far from concluding there are none. The Affembly underftand 
" them very well, and are fufficiently convinced of 'the Neceflity they are 
" in, not to admit of any Encroachment fo much to their Prejudice." 

Both Houfes adhered obftinately to their refpeftive Opinions : in Confe- 
rence of which, the publick Debts remained unpaid, though his Excellency 
could not omit paffing a Bill for paying to himfelf 3750 Ounces of Plate. 

Upon the Return of the Fleet, Dudley, Saltonftal, and Cranjion, the Go- 
vernours of the Eaftern Colonies, formed a Defign of engaging the Five 
Nations in a Rupture with the French, and wrote on that Head to Mr. 
Hunter ; who, fufpicious that his Aflembly would not approve of any Pro- 
ject that might increafe the publick Debts, laid their Letter before the 
Houfe, and, according to his Expeftations, they declared againft the 
Scheme. 

About this Time Colonel Hunter, by the Advice of his Council, began 
to exercife the Office of Chancellor, having, on the 4th of Odtober, ap- 
pointed Meffieurs Van Dam and Philipfe Mafters, Mr. Whileman Regifter, 
Mr. Harrifon Examiner, and Meflieurs Sharpas and Broughton Clerks. A 
Proclamation was then ifliied, to fignify the fiting of the Court on *thurfday 
in every Week. This gave Rife to thefe two Refolutions of the Houfe. 

" Refohedy That the ere&ing a Court of Chancery, Without Confent 
" in general Aflembly,' is contrary to Law, without Precedent, and of 
" dangerous Confequence to the Liberty and Property of the Subjects. 

" That the eftablifhing Fees, without Confent in general Aflembly, is 
•* contrary to Law." The Council made thefe Votes the Subjeft of Part 
of a long Reprefentation, which they fhortly after tranfmited to the Lords 
of Trade, who, in a Letter to the Governour, in Anfwer to it, approved of 
his ere6ting a Court of Equity, and blamed the Aflembly ; adding, " That 
" her Majefty has an undoubted Right of appointing fuch, and (b many 
" Courts of Judicature, in the Plantations, as ihe fhall think necefiary for 
" the Diftribution of Juftice." 

At the next Meeting, in May 1712, Colonel Hunter ftrongly recommend- 
ed the publick Debts to the Confideration o£ the Aflembly, informing them, 
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that the Lords of Trade had fignified their Opinion, with refpeft to the 
amending Money Bills, in Favour of the Council. The Houfe neglefted 
the. Matters laid before them, and the Governour broke up the Seffions by 
a fhort Prorogation of three Days. After which they foon palled an Aft 
for paying his Excellency 8025 Ounces of Plate. Our publick Affairs never 
wore a more melancholy Afpeft than at this Jun&ure. 

Among the Five Nations many EmifTaries from the French were daily fe-* 
ducing them from the Briti/Jj Intereft, and our late ill Succefs gave fuch at 
powerful Influence to their Solicitations, that the Indians even at Catfs Kilt 
fent a Belt of Wampum to thofe in Dutchefs County to prepare for a War. 
The Senecas and Shawanas were alfb greatly difaffefted, and it was generally 
apprehended that they would fall upon the Inhabitants along Hudforis River. 
An Invafion was ftrongly fufpe&ed, by Sea, on the City of New-York, where* 
they had been alarmed, in April, by an Infurreflion of the Negroes ; who, 
in Execution of a Plot to fet Fire to the Town, had burnt down a Houfe 
in the Night, and killed feveral People who came to extinguifh the Fire y 
for which nineteen of them were afterwards executed. But diftrefled as 
the Colony then was, the Affembly were inflexibly averfe to the Eftablifh- 
ment of a Revenue, which had formerly been wickedly mifapplied and ex- 
haufted. At the enfuing Seflion, in the Fall, Colonel Hunter propofed a 
Scheme to the Aflembly, which was, in Subflance, that the Receiver-Ge- 
neral fhould give Security, refiding in the Colony, for the due Execution 
of his Office ; and, every Quarter, account, to the Governour and Council, 
for the Sums he might receive. That the Creditors of the Government 
fhould, every three Months, deliver in their Demands to the Governour and 
Council ; when, if that Quarter's Revenue equaled the Amount of fuch 
Debts, the Governour, by the Advice of Council, fhould draw for it: but if 
the Revenue, for that Quarter, fhould fall fhort of the Governour s Demands ; 
then the Warrants were to be drawn for fo much only as remained, ami 
the Creditors fhould afterwards receive new Drafts for their Balances in the 
next Quarter. That no Warrant fhould be ifliied, until the quarterly Ac- 
count of the Revenue was given -in ; but that then theyTnould be paid in 
Courfe, and an Action of Debt be given againft the Receiver-General in cafe 
of Refufal. That he fhould account alfo to -the Aflembly when required* 
and permit all Perfons to have Recourfe to his Books. The Houfe turned 
a deaf Ear to this plaufible Project, and difpleafed with a Letter from the 
Lords of Trade, favouring the Council's Claim to amend Money Bills, they 
agreed upoa an Addrefs to the Queen,, protefting their Willingnefs to fup«- 

porfc 
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port her Government, complaining of Mifapplications in the Trcafnry, in-: 
timating their Sufpicions that they were mifreprefented, and prayirig an In- 
ftru&ion to the Governour to give his Confent to a Law, for fupporting 
an Agent to reprefent them at the Court of Great-Britain. Provoked by 
this Conduct, and to put an End to the Difputes fubfifting between the 
two Houfes, his Excellency diflblved the Aflembly. 

Before the meeting of the next Aflembly, the Peace of Utrecht was con- 
cluded, on the 3 ift of March, 17 13. A Peace, in the Judgment of many, 
difhonourable to Great-Britain, and injurious to her Allies. I fhall only 
confider it with relation to our Indian Affairs, The Reader doubtlefs ob- 
ferved, that Lord Belkntont, after the Peace at Ryjhuick, contended with the * 
Governour of Canada, that the Five Nations ought to be confidered as Sub- 
je£ls of the Britijh Crown, and that the Point was difputed even after the 
Death of Count Frontenac. It does not appear that any Decifion of that 
Matter was made between the two Crowns, till the Treaty of Utrecht, the 
XVth Article of which is in thefe Words : 

" The Subjedls of France inhabiting Canada, and others, (hall hereafter 
" give no Hindrance or Moleftation to the Five Nations, or Cantons of Jfe* 
" dians, fubjeft to the Dominion of Great Britain, nor to the other Na- 
" tions of America who are Friends to the fame. In like Manner, the Sub* 
€€ je&s of Great-Britain fhall behave themfelves peaceably towards the A* 
" mericans, who are Subje&s or Friends to France -, and on both Sides they 
" fhall enjoy full Liberty of going and coming on account of Trade. Alfo 
" the Natives of thefe Countries fhall, with the fame Liberty, refort, as 
" they pleafe, to the Britijh and French Colonies, for promoting Trade ort 
" one Side and the other, without any Moleftation or Hindrance, either 
" on the Part of the Britijh Subjefls, or of the French. But it is to be ex- 
<c a&ly and diftin&ly fettled by Commiflaries, who are, and who ought 
" t© be, accounted the Subjedte of Britain or of France. 1 ' 

In Confequence of this Treaty, the Britijh Crown became entitled, at 
leaft for any Claim that could juftly be interpofed by the French, to the So- 
vereignty over the Country of the Five Nations, concerning the Extent of 
which, as it never was adjufted by Commiflaries, it may not be improper 
to fay a few Words. 

When the Dutch began the Settlement of this Country, all the Indians on 
Long-Ijland, and the northern Shore of the Sound, on the Banks of Con* 
neSiicut, Hudfons, Delaware, and Sufquehana Rivers, were in Subjeftion to 
the Five Nations j and, within the Memory of Perfons now living, ac- 

4 knowledged 
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knowledged it by the Payment of an annual Tribute *. The French His- 
torians of Canada j both ancient and modem, agree, that the more northern % 
Indians were driven before the fuperior martial Prowefs of the Confederates. 
The Author of the Book entitled, Relation de ce qui seft pajft de plus re- 
marquable aux Mijjion de Peres de la Compagnie de Jefus, en la nouvelle France y 
publifhed with the Privilege of the French King, at Paris, in 1661, writes 
with fuch lingular Simplicity, as obviates the leaft Sufpicion of thofe finif- 
ter Views, fo remarkable in the late French Hiftories. He informs us, that 
ftll the northern Indians, as far as Hudjbris Bay, were harafled by the Five 
Nations " Partout (fays he, fpeaking in the Name of the Miffionaries)! 
<c nQUs trouvons. Iroquois, qui comme un Phantome importun, nous obfede 
, " en tous lieux," In the Account he gives of the Travels of a Father, in 
j 658, we are told, that die Banks of the upper Lake were lined with the 
Mgonkim, " Ou la Crainte des Irequois leur a fait chercher un Afyle." 
Writing of the Hurons, " La Nation la plus fedentaire & la plus propre: 
€S pour Jes Semences de la Foy," he rcprefents them as totally deftroyed by 
the Confederates. Charlevoix, whofe Hiftory of New France is calculated 
$e countenance the Encroachments of the French, gives the following De- 
scription of the Territory of the Confederates. 

" The Country of the Irequois (fays he) extends itfelf between the 41ft 
cc and 44th Degrees of North Latitude, about 70 or 80 Leagues from Eaft 
" to Weft, from the Head of the River, bearing for its Name that of 
" Richlieu and Sorel <f ; that is, from Lake St. Sacrament to Niagara, and a, 
M little above forty Leagues from North to South, or rather North-Eaft 
" and South- Weft from die Hea4 of the Mohawks River to the River 
M Ohio, Thus the laft mentioned River and Pennfylvania bound it on the 
" South. On the Weft it has Lake Ontario ; and Lake Erie on the North- 
** Weft. St. Sacrament and the River St. Lawrence on the North; on the 
4< South and South-Eaft, the Province of New-Tork. It is watered with, 
* many Rivers. The Land is in fome Places broken, but, generally fpcak- 
." ing, very fertile." 

In this partial Defcription, the Jefuit is neither confiftent with his Geo- 
grapher, nor feveral other French Authours, and yet both his Hiftory ancfc 

* A little Tribe fettled at the Sugar-Loaf f The River iffuingfrom Lake Champlmn, is 

Mountain in Orange County, to this Day make called, Rivieres des Irequois de Richelieu & Sorely, 

a yearly Payment of about 20 /• to the Mo- but the laftis now moft commonly ufed.. 
bawb. 

m 
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Mr. Belli ri§ Maps, in 1744 *, which are bound up with it, furnifh many 
ftrong Evidences in Favour of the Britijh Claims. I will point out a few 
Inftances. The ancient Country of the Hurons is laid down on the North 
Side of Lake Erie, by which we are afcertained of the Extent of Territory, 
to which the Five Nations are entitled by their Conqueft of that People* 
The Right of the Confederates to the South Side of that Lake, is alfo efta- 
blifhed by their Difperfion of the Cat Indians, to whom it originally be- 
longed. The Land, on both Sides of the Lake Ontario, is admited to be 
theirs by this Geographer, who writes on the North, " Les Iroquois du 
** Nord,^ and on the South Side, " Pays des Iroquois." Hennepin > La 
Hontan and Delifle, all concur with Bellin, in extending the Right of the 
Five Nations, to the Lands on the North Side of Lake Ontario. The 
firft of thefe, befides what appears from his Map, fpeaking of that Lake, 
has thefe Words, " There are likewife on the North Side thefe Iroquois Vil- 
<c lages, Tejajahon, Kente, and Ganneoufle$" every one of which is laid 
down even in Bellin s, and almoft all the Maps I have feen of that Country, 
whether French or Englijh. What renders Hennepin s Account the more re- 
markable is, that thefe Villages were there in 1679, feven Years after the 
Ereftion of Fort Frontcnac. From whence it may fairly be argued, that 
their not oppofing thofe Works, was by no Means a Ceffion of the Country 
to the French ; and indeed Charlevoix himfelf reprefents that Matter as car- 
ried on by a Flraud, for, fays he, " Under Pretext of feeking their Advantage^ 
<l the Governor had nothing in View, que de les tenir en Bride." 

To thefe Atteftations, which are the more to be depended upon, becaufe 
they are given by the French Writers, whofe Partiality leads them to con- 

• Mr. BcUin publiftied a new Set of Maps in Draft, faid, failing, <c TVe in France mnjifol- 

J 745 » the firft Plate being thought too favour- " low the Command of the Monarch," I mention 

able to our Claims, efpecially in the Protra&ion this to (Hew, that fince the French Government 

of the North Side of the Bay of Fundy, for interpofes in the Conftru&ion of their Maps, 

Nova Scotia, which, in the fccond Plate, was they are proper Evidence againft them. Among 

called " the South Part of New France." Ge- the Englijh, Dr. MitcheFs is the only authentic!: 

aieral Shirley, one of the Britijh CommuTaries one extant. Norie of the reft, concerning A- 

for fettling the difputed Limits, took Occafion merica, have pafled under the Examination, or 

to fpeak of this Alteration to Mr. Bellin at Paris, received the San£tion of any publick* Board ;- and, 

and informed him that 100 Copies of his firft for thisReafon, they ought not to be conftrued . 

Maps were difperfed in London, upon which he to our Prejudice. Add, that they generally copy 

difcovered fome Surprife ; but inftead of urging from the French, 
any thing in Support of the Variation in his new 

fine 
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fine' the Five Nations to contra&ed Limits *, we may add, that our Indians 
univerfally concur in the Claim of all the Lands, not fold to the Englijh^ 
from the Mouth of Sorel River, on the South Side of the Lakes Erie and 
Ontario j on both Sides of the Ohio* till it falls into the Mijfi/Jippii and on 
the North Side of thofe Lakes, that whole Territory between the Outawais 
River and the Lake Huron y and even beyond the Streights between that 
and Lake Erie. This laft Traft, and the Land on the North Side of the 
Lakes £n> and Ontario * were contained in their Surrender to King William 
in 1 70 1 ; of which I took Notice in its proper Place : and doubtlefs tb 
that, and Lord Bellomonfs Contefl: with Count Frontenae, we muft afcribc 
it, that the Five Nations were afterwards fo particularly taken Notice of in. 
the Treaty of Utrecht. 

The Britijh Title to Fort Frontenac, and the Lands on the North- Weft 
Side of Cadaracqui River, has of late been drawn into Queftion by fome, 
who, from Jealoufy, or other Motives equally fhameful, were bent upon 
.finding Fault with every Meafure planned by General Shirley. The Advo- 
cates for the French Claim, relied much on a late Map of the middle British 
Colonies, and two Pamphlets publifhed by Lewis Evans* 

" The French, fays he, being in Poffeflion bf Fast Frontenac, at the 
" Peace of Ryfwick, which they attained during their War with the Con- 
<c federates, gives them an undoubted Title to die Acquifition of the North- 
" Weft Side of St. Lawrence River, from thence to their Settlement at 
" Montreal." The Writer adds 3 " It was upon the Faith and Honour of 
" King William's Promife (by the fourth Article of the Treaty of Ryfwick) 
" of not xlifturbing the French King in the free Pofleffion of the King- 
" doms,. Counties, Lands, or Dominions he then injoyed, that I faid the 
" French had an undoubted Title to their Acquifition of the ,Northr-Weft 
" Side of St* Lawrence River, from Frontenac to Montreal." 

Whether the Treaty ought to be confidered, as having any Relation to 
this Matter, is a Queftion which I fliall not take upon me to determine.. 
The Map-maker foppofes it to be applicable* and, for the prefent, I grant 
it. The Xllth Article of -this Treaty- is -in- thefe Words : " The moil 

. *Mr. Bellin was Engineer of the Marine, ed to make publick. To give the greater Cre- 
am! tells us, that Charlevoix performed his Tra- dit to the Jefuit's Hiftory and his own Map, ho- 
vels in this Country, by Order, of. the French adds, that Charlevoix was never without the In- 
Courtj that he was a Man of Attention and ftruments proper for a Voyager, "partoutlaBoufc 
Curiofity, and had a determined Refolution to " fole a la main J 9 
collect alT poffible Intelligence, which he defign- 

X " Chriflaaai 
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c< Christian King fhall reftore tQ the King of Great-Britain? all Countrict, 
u Iflands, Forts, and Colonies, wherefoever fituated, which the Engtijb did 
" poflefs before the Declaration of the prefent War. And in like: Manner, 
* " the King of Great-Britain fhall reftore to the moft Chriftiaa King, all 
" Countries, Iflands, Forts, and Colonies, wherefoever fituated, which the 
" French did poflefs before the faid Declaration, of War." If therefore the 
^Britijh Subje&s were in Pofleflion of Fort; Frtmtenac at the Commencement 
of the War, the French, who attained it during its Continuance, according 
to this Treaty, ought to have furjrendered it to the Britijb Crown. 
, Whatever the French Title tQ Fort Frontenac might have been, antece- 
dent to the Year 1688* in which the Ifland of Montreal was invaded by 
the Five Nations, it is certain, that it was then abandoned, and that die 
Indians, entered it, and demolished a great Part of the Works *. But the 
Authour of the Map affirms, " that the ENGLISH did NOT poflefi Fofl: 
" Frortienac before the Declaration of War terminated by the Peace oi-Rrf* 
" wick." To which I reply, that the Indians acquired a Title in 1688, 
either by Conqueft or Derelidtion, or both ; and that the Crown of Great- 
Britain had a Right to take Advantage of their Acquifition, in Virtue of 
its Sovereignty over theT Five Cantons. That they were our Dependents, 
was ftrongly and often infilled upon by Goveroour Dongan and Land Bel- 
lomont, and the Point remained yW Judice till the Treaty of Utrecht. Then 
3 Decifion was folemnly made in our Favour, which looks back, a& the 
Determination of all Difputes dp, at leaft as far as the firft Rife of the 
Controverfy 5 pofterior to which, and prior to King Williams War, his Usr- 
dian Subje&s obtained the Pofleflion of the Fort in Queftion -f- . Whence 
I think it may be fairly deduced, if we take the Treaty of Ryfwick for our 
.Rule, that Fort Frontenac, which was regained by the French during their 
War with us, ought to have been fujrrendered to the Britijh Crown* Every 
publick Tranfadion between thfe French and the Five Nations, without the 
Participation of the Government of Great-Britain, fince the Indians wert 
claimed as our Dependents, is perhaps abfolutely void, and particularly the 
Treaty of Peace made between the Indians and the Chevalier De Callieres, 
after the Death of Count Front enac %. 

The 

* LeFort de Catarocouy etoit evacue & ruin£. % Evans's Map and firft Pamphlet, or Ana- 

r CharL - • ' lyfis, were published in the Summer 1 755, and 

t The Five Nations entered the Fort in 1688, that Part in Favour of the Fr <n*b C\i\m to lb* 

and the Wa^ againft Framt was not proclaujwd icnac, was attacked bjrtw6 Papers iri the Neu>- 
ttilJ/^.1689. Twit 
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The Poflcffion of any Part of tfcfc Giuflfrjf # fefe jRfc* JViift^ 6y & 
Fffttf&, dither before or fihte the Gtefe of Qtoeft ifiwir'g War, fatfinc* pit* 
pidice the Britifb Title, becaufe th«J Treaty ttf >#* /it C&afietk, rtrid*s trtd 
coAfinns that executed at Vtrecbt ixn 1713^ and exprefily ftipulates; that Ae 
Dominions of the contra&ing Parties (hall bfe in the fame Condition, 
cc which they ought of Right to have been in before the late War." Com- 
miflaries were foon after appointed to adjuft the fc&ntroverted Limits, who. 
accordingly met at Paris, and continued the Negotiation, till the French 
King perfidioufly feized upon feveral Parts of Nova-Scotia, or Acadia, the 
Settlement of the Bounds of which, was Part of the very Bufinefe of the : 
CommifTaries. This gave Rife to the prefent 6perations > and the longeftu 
Sword will determine the Controverfy. 

Brigadier Hunter was difappointed in his Expeftations upon the latej 
Diflblution; for though the EledHons vere very hot, and feveral new Mem- 
bers came in, yet the Majority were in the Intereft of thfc Tate Aflembly, , 
and on the 27th of May, 17 13, chofe Mr. Nicoll into die Chair. The; 
Governour fpoke to them with great Plainnefe, informing theih, that it. 
would be in vain to endeavour to lodge the Money afloted for the Support. 
of Government, in any other than the Hands of the Queers Officers. 
" Neverthelefe (fays he) if you are fb refolved, you may put the Country- 
<c to the Expence of a Treafurer, for the Cuftody of Money railed for 
c< extraordinary Ufes." He added, that he was refolved to pafs no Law, , 
tH& Provifion was made for the Government. The Members were therefore 
reduced to the Dilemma of palling a Bill for that Purpofe, or breaking up 
immediately. They chofe the former, and the Governour gave his Aflent 
to that, and an Excife Bill on ftrong Liquors, which continues to this 
Day, producing into thp Treafury about one Thoufand Pounds per Annum. 

York Mercury, in January 1756. This occa^ arc however juftly chargeable with manjtErroun. 

fioned his Publication of the feconJ Pamphlet . His Ignorance of Language is evident, .both in 

the next Spring, in which he endeavours to fup- them and the two Pamphlets of his Analyfis, the 

port his Map. He was a Man in lowCircum- laftof which is fluffed with groundlefs Afpertions 

ftances, in his Temper precipitate, of violent on General Shirley, who deferves (o well from 

paflions, great Vanity, and rude Manners. He thefe Colonies, that on that Account,, and to 

pretended to the Knowledge of every thing, and weaken the Authority of a Map prejudicial to 

yet had very little Learning. By his inquifitive his Majefty's Rights, I beg the Reader's Excufe 

Turn, he filled his Head with a confiderable for this Ir.fra&ion of the old Rule, de mortuis 

Collection of Materials, and a Perfon of more nil mfi bonvm. He died at New-York y June 12, 

Judgment than he had, might, for a few Days, 1756, under an Arreft for a grofs Slander, ut- 

recSve Advantages from his Converfation. He tered agairfft Mr. Morris^ the Governour of 

piqued himfelf much upon his two Maps, which Pemjyhahia. : , . ■ • - 

T z. After ' 



tfo THE HI??OR^ 0;F NEW-YORK, eartw; 

After a (hort Recefs, feyesal other Laws were enafted in the Fall. But the 
Debts .of the Government ftill remained unnoticed, till the Summer of the 
Yequr 1*714* A long Seffion was then almoft entirely devoted to that (ingle 
Affair. Incredible were the Numbers of the publick Creditors. New De- 
mands were every Day made. Petitions came in from all Quarters, and 
even for Debts contra&ed before the Revolution. Their Amount was near 
twenty eight thoufand Pounds. To pay. this prodigious Sum, Recourfe 
was had to the Circulation of Bills of Credit to that Value, Thefe were 
lodged in the Hands of the Province Treafurer, and iflucd by him only, 
according to the Dire&ions of the Aft. 

The News of the Queen's Death arriving in the enfuing Fall, a Difiblu- 
lion enfued of courfe ; and a new Houfe met in May, 17 15, which conti- 
nued only to the 21ft of July. For the Governour being now determined 
to fubdue thofe, whom he could not allure, again diflblved the Aflembly. 
He fucceeded in his Defign, for though Mr* Nicoll was re-elefted into the 
Chair on the 9th of 'June, 1716, yet we plainly perceive, by the Harmony 
introduced between the feveral Branches of the Legiflature, that the Ma- 
jority of the Houfe were now in the Intereft of the Governour. 

An inconteftible Evidence of their good Underftanding, appeared at the 
Seflion in Autumn, 1717, when the Governour informed them of a Me- 
morial, which had been fcnt Home, refle£Hng upon his Adminiftration. 
The Houfe immediately voted an Addrefs to him, which was conceived in 
Terms of the utmofl Refpeft, teftifying their Abhorrence of the Memo- 
rial, as a falfe and malicious Libel. It was fuppofed to be writen by Mut- 
ford, a Reprefentative for Suffolk County, who always oppofed the Mea- 
fures that were taken to preferve the Friendfhip of the Five Nations, and 
foolifhly projefted a Scheme to cut them off. It was printed in England, 
• and delivered to the Members at the Door of the Houfe of Commons, but 
never had the Authour's intended Efteft. 

It was at this Meeting, the Council, on the 31ft of OSlober, fent a Met- 
fage by Mr. Alexander, then Deputy Secretary, to the Houfe, defiling them 
" to appoint proper Perfons, for running the Divifion Line between this 
" Colony and the Province of New-Jerfey, his Excellency being affured the 
" Legiflature of the Province of New-Jerfey will bear half the Expence 
" thereof/' The Aflembly had a Bill before them, at that Time, which 
afterwards pafled into a Law, for the Payment of the remaining Debts of 
the Government, amounting to many thoufand Pounds ; in which, after a 
Recital of the general Reafons, for afcertaining the Limits between New- 

Tori 
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Tork and New-Jerfey on the one Side, and Connecticut on the other, a 
Claufe was added, to defray the Expence of thofe Services. Seven hun- 
dred and fifty Ounces of Plate were enafted " to be iflued by Warrant. 
cc under the Hand and Seal of the Governour of this Province for the 
v Time being, by and with the Advice and Confent of his Majefty's Cbun- 
" dl, in fuch Parts and Portions as lhall be requifite for that Service, when 
" the Survey, afcertaining, and running the faid Line, Limit, and Boun- 
c< dary, (hall be begun, and carried on, by the mutual Confent and A- 
v greement of his Excellency and Council of this Province, and the Pro- 
" prietors of the Soil of the faid Province of New-Jerfey" According to 
this Law, the Line " agreed on by the Surveyors and Commiflioners of 
" each Colony was to be conclufive." Another Sum was alfo provided by 
the fame Claufe, for runing the Line between New-Tork and Connecticut ; 
and in the Year, 1719, an A& was pafled for the Settlement of tfeat 
Limit, of which I (hall have Occafion to take Notice in a fucceedihg Ad- 
miniftration. 

Whether it was becaufe Mr. Nicoll was difguftcd with the Gfovernour*s 
prevailing Intereft in:the Houfe, or to his infirm State of Health, that he 
defired, by a Letter to the general Aflembly, on the 18th of May, 1718, 
to be difcharged from the Speaker s Place, is uncertain. His Requeft was 
readily grjmted, and Robert Livingfton^ Efq; chofen in his Stead. The 
Concord between the Governour and this Aflembly, was now wound up 
to its higheft Pitch. Inftead of other Evidences of it, I (hall lay before the 
Reader his laft Speech to the Houfe on the 24th of June* 17 19, and their 
Addre(s in Anfwer to it. - 

" Gentlemen, I have now fent for you, that you may be Wknefles to 
" my Aflent to the Adts pafled by the general Aflembly in this Seflion. I 
" hope that what remains unfinifhed, may be perfected by To-morrow,' 
" when I intend to put a Clofe to this Seflion. 

" I take this Opportunity alfo to acquaint you, that my late uncertain 
u State of Health, the Care of my little Family, and my private Affairs, 
u on the other Side, have at laft determined me, to make Ufe of that Li- 
<c cenfe of Abfence, which has been fome Time ago fo gracioufly granted 
" me ; but with a firm Refolution to return to you again, if it is his Maje- 
" ffy's Pleafure that I (hould do fo : but if that proves otherwife, I afliire you 
"• that whilft I live, I (hall be watchful and induftrious to promote the In-' 

. . . ' . :..- : <c tereft' 
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u tereft and Welfare of this Country, of which I think I am under thd 
w ftrongeft Obligations, for the future, to account myfelf a Countryman. 

" I look with Pleafure on the prefcnt Quiet and flourifhing State 
* ©f the People here, whilft I refleft on that in whkh I found thfem at 
" my Arrival. As the very Name of Party or Fadtion feems to be for*- 
" gotten, may it for ever lye buried in Oblivion, and no Strife ever happen 
" amongft you, but that laudable Emulation, who {hall approve himfeif 
c / the moft zealous Servant and moft dutiful Subje& of the beft of Princes, 
" and moft ufeful Member of a well eftablifhed and flourifhing Commu*- 
" nity, of which you Gentlemen have given a happy Example, which I 
" hope will be followed by future Affemblies. I mention it to your Ho- 
<' nour, and without Ingratitude and Breach of Duty I could do no le&" 

Colonel Morris and the new Speaker, were the Authours of the Anfwer 
to this Speech, tho' it was figned by all the Members. Whether Mr. Hun- 
ter deferved the Elogium they beftowed upon him, I leave the Reader to 
determine. It is certain that few Plantation Govcrnours have the Honour 
to carry Home with them fuch a Testimonial as this : 

€ ? Sir, when we rcflcft upon your paft Condu&, your juft, mild, and 
" tender Adjniniftration, it heightens the Concern we have for your De- 
cc parture, and makes our Grief fuch as Words cannot truly exprefs. You 
" have governed well and wifely, like a prudent Magiftrate, like an aflfec- 
* c tionate Parent $ and wherever you go, and whatever Station the Divine 
" Providence fhall pleafe to aflign you, our fincere Defires and Prayers for 
" the Happinefs of you and yours, fhall always attend you. 

" We have feen many Governours, and may fee more ; and as rtone of 
u thofe, who had the Honour to ferve in your Station, were ever fo jufUy 
" fixed in the AfFe&ions of the Governed, fo thofe to come will acquire ntt 
4€ mean Reputation, when it can be faid of them, their Conduct has been 
" like yours. 

" We thankfully accept the Honour you do us, in calling yourfelf our 
"' Countryman ; give us Leave then to defire, that you will not forget this* 
u as your Country, and, if you can, make hafte to return to it. 

" But if the Service of our Sovereign will not admit of what we O 1 
" earneftly defire, and his Commands deny us that Happinefs ; permit us 
" to addrefs you as our Friend* and give us your Afliflar.ee, when we are 
" opprefled with an Adminiftration the Reverfe of yours." 

7 Colonel 
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Colonel Hunter departing the Province, the chief Command devolved, 
tiie 31ft of July, 1719, on Peter Schuyler, Efq; then the eldeft Member 
of the Board of CounciL As he had no Interview with the Aflembly durr 
ing his fhort AdminiJftration, in which he behaved with great Moderation 
ajid Integrity ; there is very little obfervable in his Time, except a Treaty, 
at Albany, with the Indians, for confirming the ancient League ; and the 
Traofa&ions refpe&ing the Partition Line between this and the Colony of 
New-Jerfey : concerning the latter of which, I fhall now lay before the 
Reader a very fjummary Account. 

The two Provinces were originally included in the Grant of King Charles 
to the Duke of York. New-Jerfey was afterwards conveyed by the Duke 
to Lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret. This again, by a Deed of Partition, 
was divided into Baft and Weft Jerfey, the former being releafed to Sir 
fieorge Carteret, and the latter to th? Afligns of Lord Berkley. The. Line 
fif Divij(ion extended from Little Egg Hauhour to the North Partition Point 
oa Delaware River, and thus both thofe Tra&s became concerned in the 
Limits of the Province of New-York. The original .Rights of Lot&Berk* 
{ey and Sir George Carteret l , are veiled in two different Sets, confifting each 
of a great; Number of Perfoos, known by the general Name of the Pro- 
pfietors of Baji and Weft Jerfey, who, tho' they furtendcred the Powers of 
.Government to Queen Anm, in the Year 176^, fifcill retained their Property 
in the Soil. Thefe were the Perfbns interefted againft the Claim of New- 
York. It is agreed on all Sides, that the Deed to New-Jerfey is to be firft 
fetisfied, out of that great Tra& granted to the Duke, . and that the Re- 
Hiainder is the Right of New-York.. The Proprietors infift upon extend- 
ing their northern Limits to a Line drawn from the Latitude of 41 ° 40' 
" on Delaware, to the Latitude of 41 °, on Hudfons River \ and alledge, that 
before the Year 1671, the Latitude of 41°, was reputed to be fourteen 
Miles to the Northward of tfappam Creek, Part of thofe Lands being fettled 
under New- Jerfey till 16&4. They farther contend, that in 1684 or 1685* 
f)ongan and Lanvrie, (the former,. Governour of New-York, and the latter, 
pf New-Jerfey >) with their refpe&ive Councils agreed, that the Latitude on 
Hudforis River was at the Mouth of Tappan Creek, and that a Line from 
thence to the Latitude of 41 ° 40' on Delaware fhould be the Boundary 
Line. In 1686, Robinfon, Wells, and * Keith, Surveyors of the three fe- 

* The fame who left the Quakers, and took Orders in the Church of England. Burnet** 
ISffc of his Own Times. 

t vera! 
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vend Provinces, took two Obfervations, and found the Latitude of 41 • to 
be 1' and 25" to the Northward of the' Tankers Mills, which is four Miles 
and forty five Chains to the Southward of the Mouth of Tappan Creek. 
But againft thefe Obfervations the Proprietors offer fundry Objeftions, 
which it is not my Bufineis to enumerate. It is not pretended by any of 
the Litigants, that a Line according to the Stations fettled by Dongan and 
Lawrie was aftually run ; fo that the Limits of thefe contending Provinces, 
muft long have exifted in die uncertain Conjeftures of the Inhabitants of 
both ; and yet the Inconveniencies of this unfettled State, through the In- 
fancy of the Country, were very iriconfiderable. In the Year 1 701, an Aft 
pafled in New-Tori, relating to Ele&ions, which annexed Wagachemeck, and 
great and litde Mini/ink, certain Settlements near Delaware, to Uljter Coun- 
ty. The Intent of this Law was to quiet Difputes before fubfifting be- 
tween the Inhabitants of thole Places, whofe Votes were required both in 
'Orange and Ulfler. The natural Conclufion from hence is, that the Legis- 
lature of New-Tori then deemed thofe Plantations not included within 
the New-Jerfey Grant. 

Such was the State of this Affair till the Year 1717% when Provifion was 
made by this Province for runing the Line. The fame being done in New- 
Jer/ey the fucceeding Year, Commiflions for that Purpofe under the great 
Seals of the refpeftive Colonies, were iflued in May, 171 9. The Com- 
miffioners, by Indenture dated the 25th of July, fixed the North Sta- 
tion Point on the northermoft Branch of Delaware f called the FiJh-KiU% 
and from thence a Random Line was run to Hudforis River, terminating 
about five Miles to the Northward of the Mouth of Tappan Creek. In 
Augufi, the Surveyors of Eaft-Jerfey met for fixing the Station on Hudforis 
Riven All the Commiffioners not attending thro' Sicknefe, nothing fur- 
ther was done. What had already been tranfafted, however, gave a ger 
heral Alarm to many Perfons interefted in feveral Patents under New-Tork* 
who before imagined their Rights extended to the Southward of the Ran- 
dom Line. The New-Tori Surveyor afterwards declined proceeding in. 
the Work, complaining of Faults in the Inflrument, which had been ufed 
in fixing the North Station on Delaware. The Proprietors, on the other 
Hand, think they have anfwered hia Objeftions, and the Matter rcfted* 
without much Contention* till the Year 1740. Frequent Quarrels multi- 
plying after that Period, relating to the Rights of Soil and Jurifdiftion 
Southward of the Line in 1719, a probationary Aft was pafled in Newr 
Jerjey, in February > 1748, for runing the Line ex parte > if the Province of 

New* 
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New-York refiifed to join in the Work. Our Aflembly, foon after, direft- 
ed their Agent, to oppofe the King's Confirmation of that Aft ; and it 
. was accordingly droped, agreeably to the Advice of the Lords of Trade, 
-whole Report of the 1 8th of Jufy, 1753, on a Matter of fo much Import- 
ance, will doubtlefs be acceptable to the Reader. 

"To the KING'S Most Excellent MAJESTY* 



May it pleaje your Majcjly y 



. « 
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cc 
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WE have lately had under our Confideration, an Aft pafled in 
your Majefty's Province of New-Jerfey in 1747-8, entitled, An 

AEtfor running and ascertaining the Line of Partition and Divifon betwixt 

this Province of New-Jerfey, and the Province of New- York. 

" And having been attended by Mr. Paris, Solicitor in Behalf of the 
" Proprietors of the Eaftern Divifion of New-Jerfey 5 with Mr. Hume 
C€ Campbell and Mr. Henley his Counfel in Support of the faid Aft ; and by 
" Mr. Charles, Agent for the Province of New-Fork, with Mr. Forrejler 

and Mr. Pratt his Counfel againft the faid Aft; and heard what each 

Party had to offer thereupon ; we beg Leave humbly to reprefent to yout 
" Majefty, that the Confiderations which arife upon this Aft, are of two 
cc Sorts, viz. fuch as relate to the Principles upon which it is founded, 
" and fuch as relate to the Trapfaftions and Circumftances which ac^ 
" company it. 

" As to the firft, it is an Aft of the Province of New-Jerfey interefted 
" in the Determination of the Limits, and in the confequential Advantages 
" to ^rife from it. 

" The Province of New-Jerfey, in its diftinft and feparate Capacity, 
" can neither make nor eftablifh Boundaries : it can as little prefcribe Re- 
" gulations for deciding Differences between itfelf and other Parties con- 
" cerned in Intereft. 

• €i The eftabliflied Limits of its Jurifdiftion and Territory, are fuch as 
" the Grants under which it claims have afligned. If thofe Grants are 
" doubtful, and Differences arile upon the Conftruftions, or upon the 
u Matters of them, we humbly apprehend that there are but two Mediods 
€< of deciding them : either by the Concurrence of all Parties concerned in 
" Intereft, or by the regular and legal Forms of judicial Proceedings : 
i€ and it appears to us, that the Method of Proceeding muft be derived 
" from the immediate Authority of the Crown itfelf, fignified by a Com- 

U " million 
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€i miflion from your Majefty under the great Seal : the Commiffion of 
fubordinate Officers and of derivative Powers being neither co mp etent 
nor adequate to fitch Purpofes : ?to judge otherwife would be, :as ;we 
humbly eon<£ive,\tx> fet u^^ incompetent Ju- 

rifdi&ions in the Place. of Juftice^nd legal Authority. 
" If the Aft of New-Jerfey cannot conclude other Parties, it cannot be 
" effectual to the Ends propofed ; and that it would not be effe£hial to 
" form an abfolute Decifion in this Cafe, the Legiflature of that Province 
" feems fcnfible, whilft it endeavours to leave to your Majefty's Determi- 
" nation, the Decifion of one Point relative to this Mattel-, :and of confi- 
" derable Importance to it ; which Power your Majefty cannot derive from 
" them, without their having the Power to eftablifh the Thing itdfelf, with- 
" out the Aftiftance of your Majefty. 

€C As we are of Opinion, that the prefent A6t without the Concurrence 
" of other Parties concerned in Intereft, is unwarrantable and ineffectual; 
" we fliall in the next Place confider what Tranfa&ions and Proceedings 
" have pafled, towards obtaining fuch Concurrence. > 

" The Parties intecefted are your Majefty and the two Provinces *f 
" New-Tork and Neiv-Jerfey. Your Majefty is interefted with Rdpeft to 
" your Sovereignty, Seigneurie, and Property ; and the laid Provinces ,whh 
" Refpedl to their Government and Jurifdi&ion. 

cc With regard to the Tranfa&ions oq -.the Part of Kew-Torh we :beg 
" Leave to obferve, that whatever Agreements have been made formerly 
" between the two Provinces -for fettling their Boundaries ; whatever A&s 
Xi of Alfembly have palfed, and whatever Commiffions have been ifiued by 
<€ the refpeftive Governours and Governments; the Proceeding* under 
<c them have never been perfected, the Work remains unfiniihed, and the 
" Difputes between the two Provinces fuhfift with as .muchContradidtion 
" as ever; but there is a Circumftance that appears to us to have ftill 
" more Weight, namely, that thofe Tranfaftions were never property war- 
" rauted on the Part of the Crown : the Crown never participated in thepn, 
<€ and therefore cannot be bound with Re{pe& to its Interefts by Proceed- 
<l ings fo authorised. 

" The Intereft which your Majefty has in the Determination of .this 
<c Boundary, may be confidered in three Lights : either as Interefts of So- 
" vcreignty, rcfpefting mere Government ; of Seigneurie, which refpe&Ef- 
" cheats, and Quitrents; or of Property, as relative to the Soil itfelf; 
" which laft Intereft, takes Place in fuch Cafes, where either your Majefty 
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" hw never made any Grant* of the Soil; or where ftdfrGi-aAfe haver ty : 
* c Eftbeata reverted to your 5 Majefly. 

•t With'Rfegard to the firft of thefe Interdbj. <otii thatof S^tfereignty it 
• c has beeaalledged fxrusi in ; Support- afc the: A^ . ttaatf it- is not* materially' 
c<r afie&edb bys the Queftion,; as^bdthi ftoviaees: afl& undfcr yMitffNfejcffy's 
€t . immediate Dire&ion and Government : but they ftand in a very differeht' 
cc Light with Refpeft to your Majefty's Intereft in the Quitrents and Ef- 
c < cheats ; in both which Articles the Situation of the two Provinces ap- 
* c pears to us to make a very material Alteration : for akho' the Province 
" of New-Jerfey is not under Regulations of Propriety or Charter with 
* # Refpeft to its Governmenti yet it is a proprietary Province with Refpeft 
" to the Grant and Tenure of its Territory^ and confequently as New-York 
c< is not in that Predicament, the Determination- of the Boundary in Pre- 
judice to that Province, will affeft your Nfejefty's Intereft* with Refpe6fc f 
to the Tenure of fuch Lands as are concerned in this Queftion : ifc being; 
evident, that whatever Diftri&s are fuppofed to be included in the Li- 
<c mks of New-Jerfey > will immediately pafs to the Proprietors of that 
*' Province, and be held of them, by which Means your « Majefty would 
cc he deprived of: your Efcheats, and die Quitrents would pafs> into othet 
** Hands. 

"To obviate this Objedtion, it has been alledged, that the Crown has 
41 already made abfolute Grants of the whole Territory that can poflibly 
** come in Queftion under the Denomination of this Boundary, and re- 
4< ferved only trifling and inconfiderable Quitrents on thofe Grants. But 
4 f thisiArgument does not feem to Qs to be oonclufive, fmce it admits an 
C4 Intereft in your Majefty, the Greatnefs or Smallnefe of which is merely 
" accidental ; and therefore does not affe£fc the Eflence of the Queftion : 
" and we beg Leave to obferve, that in the Cafe of exorbitant Grants with 
€ f inconfiderable Quitrents s and where confequently it may reaforiably be 
c i fuppofed, that the Crown has been deceived in fuch Grants by its Offi- 
*t cers ; your Majefty's contingent Right of Property in Virtue of your Seig- 
neurie, feems ratter to be enlarged than diminished. 

This being the Cafe, it appears to us, that Governor Hunter ought 
not to have iffuedhisCommiffion for runniag the Line above-mentioned, 
without having previoufly received the royal Direction and InftiTi&ion 
" for that Purpofe 5 and that a Commiffion iffued without fuch Authority, 
<< can be confidercd, with Rcfpe& to the Interefts of. the Crown, in no o- 
"- ther Light than aa ai mere Nullity : and even with Refpefl; to New-York,. 

U 2 c< we: 
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€ S-.m obferve, that .the faid ComnyflSon is queftionable, as it does not fbl-' 
"low the Direftions of the above-mentioned Aft, pafled in 17 17, which* 
"declares* that the Commiffion to be iffued, (hall be granted under the 
c< »Joint Authority of the Governor and Council of that Province. " . - 1 

" But it has been further urged; that the Crown has fince confirmed' 
" thefe Tranfaftions, either by previous Declarations or by fubfequent Ac- ' 
cc quiefcence, arid cohfequehtly participated in them, fo far as to conclude 
c ? itfelf : we fhall therefore, in the next Place, beg Leave to confider the 
" Circumftances urged for this Purpofe. 

" It has been alledged, that the Crown, by giving Conferit to the afore- ' 
cc . faid Aft, paffed in New-Tori in 17 17, for paying and difcharging feveral 
" Debts due from that Colony, &c. concluded and bound itfelf, with Rc- 
c 5 fpeft to the fubfequent Proceedings had under the Commiffion iliued by 
€ { Governor Hvnttr\ but the View and Purport of that Aft appears to 
* c us fo entire, and fo diftinftly_ formed for the Purpofe of raifing Money 1 
" and eftabliftiing Funds $ fo various and fo diftinft from any Confidera- ' 
" tion of the Difputes fublifting in the two Provinces, with Refpeft to die 
*< Boundaries $ that we cannot conceive a fingle Claufe in fo long and {6 
" intricate, an Aft, can be a fufficient Foundation to warrant the- Pro-'' 
<€ ceedings of Governor Hunter fubfequent to it, without .a ipeciai Au-*' 
" thority from the Crown for that Purpofe ; and there is the more Reafon 
<r to be of tliis Opinion, as the Crown, by giving its Aflent to diat Aft, 
" can be conftrued to have aflented only to the levying Money for a fu- 
cc ture Purpofe 5 which Purpofe could not be cffefted by any Commiffion, ' 
" but from itfelf; and therefore can never be fuppofed to have, there- 
lc by, approved a Commiffion from another Authority, which was at 
" that Time already iflued, and carrying in Execution, previous to fuch 
*< Aflent. 

" We further beg Leave humbly to reprefent to your Majefty, that the 
4X Line of Partition and Divifion between your Majefty's Province of New- 
<€ Tori and Colony of ConneElicut^ having been run and afcertained, pur- 
" fuant to the Direftions of an Aft pafled, at New-Tork> for that Pur- 
" pofe, in the Year 17 19, and confirmed by his late Majefty in 1723 $ the 
" Tranfaftions between the faid Province and Colony, upon that Occafion, 
€< have been alledged to be fimilar to, and urged as, a Precedent, and 
tc even as an Approbation, of the Matter now in Queftion : but we are 
" humbly of Opinion, that the two Cafes are materially, and eflentially, 
" different. The Aft paiTed in New-York> in 17 19, for running and afcer- 

" taining 
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* c taining the Lines of Partition and Divifion between that Colony and the 
" Colony of Connecticut recites, that in the Year 1683, the Governor and 
41 Council of New-York, and the Governor and Commiffioners of Con* 
<c nedticut, did, in Council* conclude an Agreement concerning the Boun- 
cc daries of the two Provinces •> that, in Confequence of this Agreement, 
€< Commiffioners and Surveyors were appointed on the Part of each Go- 
" vernment, who did aftually agree, determine, and afcertain, the Lines 
cc of Partition ; marked out a certain Part of them, and fixed the Point 
<c from whence the remaining Part fhould be run : that the feveral Things 
* c agreed on and done by the faid Commiffioners, were ratified by the re- 
" fpeftive Governors; entered on Record in each Colony, in March 1700; 
c< approved and confirmed by Order of King William, the third, in his Privy 
" Council ; and by his faid Majefly's Letter to his Governor of New-York. 
" From this Recital it appears to us, that thofe Tranfaftions were not only 
" carried on with the Participation, but confirmed by the exprefs Aft and 
" Authority of the Crown ; and that Confirmation made the Foundation 
cc of the Aft pafled, by New-York, for fettling the Boundaries between the 
cc two Provinces % of all which Authority and Foundation the Aft, we 
" now lay before your Majefty, appears to us to be entirely deftitute. 

" Upon the Whole, as it appears to us, that the Aft in Queftion, can- 
" not be efteftual to the Ends propofed ; that your Majefly's Intereft may 
" be materially affefted by it, and that the Proceedings, on which it is 
" founded, were not warranted in the firft Inftance, by the proper Autho- 
" rity, but carried on without the Participation of the Crown ; we cannot 
" think it advifable, to lay this Aft before your Majefty, as fit to receive 
" your royal Approbation. 

" Which is moft humbly fubmitted, 

" Dunk Halifax, 
" J. Grerrville, 
Whitehall, " James Ofwald, 

July 1$, 1753. " Andrew Stone." 
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Fram theYvar \*i20> totb&CommencementQftheAdminifiratioft^ 

of Colonel Cofhy. 

1L L IAM B UR NE 7", Efq? took upon him the Government 
of this Province, on the 17th of September, 1720. The-CouncU 
^named in,hi& Inftru£ttons, .were 

Colonel Schuyler, Mr. Barbarie, 

Colobel Depeyjier., Mr. Pbilipfe, 

C^pt^in Walter, .. Mr. Byerfy, 

Colonel Beekman, t Mr. Clarke, 

Mr. Van Dam, Dr. John/ion, 

Colonel Heatbcote, Mr. Harifon. 

Mr. Burnet was a Son of the celebrated Bifliop of that Name, whofe 
Piety and Erudition, but efpecially his Zeal and Activity, for the glorious 
Revolution and proteftant Succeflion, will embalm his Memory to the moft 
diftant Ages. The Govemour was a Man of Senfe and polite Breeding, a 
well read Scholar, fprightly, and of a fecial Difpofition. Being devoted 
to his Books, he abftained from all thofe Exceffes, into which his pleafur- 
-able Reliih would otherwife have plunged him. He ftudied the Arts of 

recora- 
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recommending himfelf to the People, had nothing of the Morofenefs of a 
Scholar, was gay and condefcerjding^ affected no Pomp, but vifited every 
Family of Reputation, and often tifveilfed himfelf in free Converfe with 
the Ladies, by whom he was very much admired. No Governour, before 
hitqfdid fo imich Bufmefe.inChaACery. The Office orUianceltfr/was 
h^ Delight. Hg made d tolerable Figure in the 'Exercife of it, tho'.lie was 
no Lawyer, and had a Foible very unfuitable for a Judge, I mean his refolv- 
ing too fpeedily, for he ufed to fay o^-jiimfelf, " I aft firfb, and think af- 
" terwards." *He fpoke however always fenfibly, and by his great Read- 
ing was able to make a literary Parade. — As to his Fortune it wgs very in- 
confideW)le, fijc^ie filtered much' mjhc\So$tb Sea Scheme. While in 
EngJMdfl^ hfc^the Office of Comptroller 6f the fcliftoms at "London, 
which he refigned to Brigadier Hunter, as the latter, in his Favour, did 
the Government of thk ?and tfec Colony *of ifrw-Jerfey. Mr. Burnet's 
Acquaintance with that Gentleman gave hirh a line Opportunity, before 
his Ar/ival, to obtain^good Intelligence both of Perfons and Things. The 
l B!^dicyiwo<nriterided;alll39 old Friends to theiFavoiir of "his Sueceflbr, 
and hence we find that he JijodfefeW. Changes amongft them *. Mr. Mor- 
ris, the chief Juftice, was his principal Confident. Dr. Colden and Mr. A- 
lexander, two JScotc/j Gentlemen, had the next Pl^ce in his Efteem. He 
: (hewed his Wifdom in that Choke, for they were both Men of Learning, 
'good Morals, and.folid Parts. The former was. well acquainted with the 
Affairs of the Province, and particularly thofe which concerned the French 
in Canada and our Indian Allies. The latter was bred to the Law, and 
tho' no Speaker, at the Head of his Profeffion for Sagacity and Penetration; 
and in Application to Bufinefs no Man could fiirpafs him. Nor was he 
unacquainted with the Affairs of the Publick, having ferved in the Secreta- 
ry's Office, the beft School in the Province, for Inftru6tion in Matters of 
Government ; becaufe the Secretary enjoys a Plurality of Offices, conver- 
fant with the firft Springs of our provincial Oeconomy. Both' thofe Gentle- 
men Mr. Burnet foQn raifed to the Council Board, as he alfo did Mr. Mor- 
ris, jun. Mr. Fan' Horn, whofe Daughter he married, and Mr. Kennedy, who 
fiicceeded Byerfy, both at the Council Board, and in the Office of Re- 
ceiver-General. 

* Colonel Schuyler and Mr. Pbi/ipji were, Council* the Continuance of the AfknMy, rf- 
indeed* removed from the Council Board, by ter hi6 Arrival, wa* the Caufe of it,' 

his Representations * and their opposing, in 
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Of all our Governours none had fiich extenfive and juft Views of our 
Indian Affairs, and the dangerous Neighbourhood of the French, as Go- 
vernour Burnet, in which Mr. Livingjion was his principal Affiftant. His 
Attention to thefe Matters appeared at the very Commencement of his 
Adminiftration, for in his firft Speech to the Aflembly, the very Fall after 
his Arrival, he laboured to implant the fame Sentiments in the Breafts of 
the Members ; endeavouring to alarm their Fears, by the daily Advances of 
the French, their poffefling the main Pafles, feducing our Indian Allies, and 
increafing their new Settlements in Louifania. 

Chief Juftice Morris, whofe Influence was very great In the Houfe, 
drew the Addrefs in Anfwer to the Governour's Speech, which contained a 
Paflage manifesting the Confidence they repofed in him. " We believe 
" that the Son of that worthy Prelate, fo eminently inftrumental under 
cc our glorious Monarch, William the third, in delivering us from arbitrary 
cc Power, and its Concomitants, Popery, Superftition, and Slavery ; has 
c< been educated in, and poffeffes, thofe Principles, that fo juftly recom- 
<c mended his Father to the Council and Confidence of protectant Princes * 
" and fucceeds our former Governor, not only in Power, but Inclination, 
c< to do ys good." 

From an Aflembly, imprefled with fuch favourable Sentiments, his Ex- 
cellency had the higheft Reafon, to expeft a fubmiffive Compliance, with 
every Thing recommended to their Notice. The publick Bufinefs proceeded 
without Sufpicion or Jealoufy, and nothing intervened to difturb the Tran- 
quillity of the political State. Among the moft remarkable A6ts, paffed at 
this Seflion, we may reckon that, for a five Years Support ; another for 
laying a Duty of two per Cent, prime Coft, on the Importation of £w- 
ropean Goods, which was foon after repealed by the King ; and a third, for 
prohibiting the Sale of Indian Goods to the French. The laft of thefe 
was a favourite Aft of the Governour's, and tho' a Law very advantageous 
to the Province, became the Source of an unreafonable Opposition againft 
him, which continued thro' his whole Adminiftration, From the Conclu- 
fion of the Peace of Utrecht, a great Trade was carried on between Albany 
and Canada, for Goods faleable among the Indians. The Chiefs of the 
Confederates, wifely forefaw its ill Consequences, and complained of it to 
the Commiffioners of Indian Affairs *, who wrote to Mr. Hunter, acquaint- 
ing 

* The Governours refiding at New-York, be commiifioned, at Albany, to receive Intelli- 
rendeicd it neccflary, that fomc Perfons fhould gence from the Indians, and treat with them up- 
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ing him of their Diffatisfa&ion. The Letter was laid before the Houfe, 
but no effc&ual Step taken to prevent the Mifchief, till the palling of thig 
Aft, which fubjefted the Traders ta a Forfeiture of the Effefts fold, and 
the Penalty of ioo /. Mr. Burnet's Scheme was to draw the Indian Trade 
into our own Hands ; to obftruft the Communication of the French with 
our Allies, which gave them frequent Opportunities of feducing them from 
their Fidelity \ and to regain the Cagbnuagas, who became interefted in their 
Difaffe&ion, by being the Carriers between Albany and Montreal. Among 
thole who were more immediately prejudiced by this new Regulation, the 
Importers of thofe Goods, from Europe, were the chief j and hence the 
Spring of their Oppofition to the Governour* 

All poflible Arts were ufed, both here and at Home, to preferve the 
good Temper of the Afiembly. Brigadier Hunter gave the Miniftiy foch 
favourable Accounts of the Members, that Colonel Schuyler, during hisrPte- 
fidentfhip, had Orders from Mr. Secretary Craggs, neither to diliblve them 
himfelf, nor permit them to be diflblved ; and at the Spring Seffion, in 
the Year 1721, Mr. Burnet informed them, that his Continuance of them; 
was highly approved at Home* Horatio Walpole, the Auditor-General, who 
had appointed Mr. Clarke for his Deputy, thought this a favourable Con- 
juncture, for procuring 5 per Cent, out of the Treafury. But the Houfe were, 
averfe to his Application, and on the 2d of June, Abraham Depeyfier % jun- 
was appointed Treafurer by the Speaker's Warrant, with the Content of 
the Governour, in the Room of his Father, who was infirm 5 upon which 
he entered into a. Recognizance of 5000 /. to the King, before a Judge: 
of the fupreme Court, for the faithful Execution of his Trait, which was* 
lodged in the Secretary's Office. The Houfe, at the fame Time, in an Ad— 
diefe, declared their Willingnefi that the Treafurer Ihould account; but. 

cm Emergencies. This gave Rife to the Office cretary, commiffioned in England, whole Ap— 

of Commidioners of Indian Affairs, who in ge- pointment is* an annual Salary of* 1 00 /• Proda* 

neral tranfad all fuch Matters as might be done raation out of the Quit-Rents. The Com* 

by the Governour. They receive no Salaries, mandant at Ofwego is generally a Commiffioner. 

but confidcrabfe Sums are depofited in their The Office would probably have been more ad* 

Hands for occafional Prefents. There are re- vantageous than it has been* if the Comnuffi- 

gular Minutes of their Tranfa&ions from the oners were not Traders themfclves, than which 

Year 1675. Thefe were in feparate Quites, nothing is more ignoble in the Judgment of the- 

till Mr. Atexandrr, who borrowed them for his Indians. Sir William Johnfon is at prefent the- 

Perufal ki 1751, had them bound up in four large fole Commiffioner, and within nine Months af-- 

Volumes in Folio. Here all our Indian Trca- ter the Arrival of General Braddock, received, 

ties are entered. The Books are kept by a Se- 10,000 /• Sterling, to fecuxe the IndUn Jntcreft. 
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utterly refilled to admit of any Draughts upon the Treafiiry, for the Audi* 
tor-General, who was conftrained to depend entirely upon the Revenue, 
out of which he received about 200 /. per Annum. 

\ Mr. Burnet being well acquainted with the Geography of the Country, 
wifely concluded, that it was to the laft Degree neceflary, to get the Com- 
mand of the great Lake Ontario, as well for the Benefit of the Trade, and 
the Security of the Friendflup of the Five Nations, as to fruftratc the 
French Defigns, of confining the Engii/h Colonies to narrow Limits, along 
the Sea Coaft, by a Chain of Forts on the great Pafles from Canada to 
JLouifania. Towards the Subverfion of this Scheme, he began the Erection 
of a Trading Houfe at Ofwego, in the County of the Senecas, in 1722 ; and 
recommended a Provifion for the Refidence of trufty Perfons among them, 
and the Onondagas, which laft poffefs the Center of the Five Cantons. This 
Year was remarkable for a Congrefs of feveral Governours and Commifli- 
oners, on die Renewal of the ancient Friendfhip with the Indians zt Alba- 
ny. Mr. Burnet prevailed upon them to fend a Meflage, to threaten the 
Eaftern Indians with a War, unlefs they concluded a Peace with the Englijh, 
who were very much harafled by their frequent Irruptions. On the 20th 
of May, in the Year following, the Confederates were augmented by their 
Reception of above 80 Nicariagas, befides Women and Children, as they 
had been formerly, by the Addition of the ftifcaroras. The Country of 
the Nicariagas was on the North Side of Mijilimakinaci, but the Tufcaro- 
ras poflefled a Traft of Land, near the Sources of James's River, in Virgi- 
nia, from whence the Encroachments of the Englijb, induced them to re- 
move, and fettle near the South-Eaft End of the Oneyda Lake. 

The ftrift Union fubfifting between the feveral Branches of the Legifla- 
ture, gave a Handle to Mr. Burnet's Enemies to excite a Clamour againft 
him. Jealoufies were ioduftrioufly fown in the Breafts of the People, The 
Continuance of an Aflembly, after the Acceffion of a new Governour, was 
reprefented as an anti-conftitutional Projeft > and tho the Affairs of the 
Publkk were conduced with Wifdom and Spirit, many were fo much im- 
pofed upon, that a Rupture between the Governour and the Aflembly was 
thought to be abfclutely neceflary for the Weal and Safety of the Com- 
munity^ But this was not the only Strat ag e m of thofe who wcre-difaffeft 1 
ed by the Prohibition of the French Trade. The London Merchants were 
induced to petition the King for an Order to his Governour, prohibiting 
the Reviyal of the A& made againft it, or the pafling any new Law <5f 
that Tendency. The Petition was refered to the Board of Trade, and 
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backed before their Lordfhips, with Suggeftions of the moft notorious 
Falfehoods. The Lords of Trade prudently advifed; that no fuch Directi- 
ons fhould be fent to Mr. Burnet, till he had an Opportunity of anfwering 
the Objections againft the Aft. They were accordingly fent over to him, 
and he laid them before his Council. Dr. Coldcn and Mr. Alexander exerted 
themfelves in a memorable Report in Anfwer to them, which drew upon 
them the Refentment of feveral Merchants here, who had firft excited the 
London Petition* and laid the Foundation for a Variance between their Fa- 
milies, which has manifefted itfelf on many Occafions. In Juftice to Mr. 
Burnet's Memory, and to fhew the Propriety of his Meafures for obftruft- 
ing the French Trade, I cannot refrain the Republication of the Council's 
Report at full Length. 

c May it pleafe your Excellency > 
c T N Obedience to your Excellency's Commands, in Council, the 29 A 
€ A of October, referring to us a Petition of feveral Merchants in London, 
€ prefented to the King's moft excellent Majefty, againft renewing an Aft 
€ pafled in this Province, entitled, " An Aft for Encouragement of the Indian 
" T'rade, and rendering it more effectual to the Inhabitants of this Province, 
" and for prohibiting the Selling of Indian Goods to the French/' As likewife 
1 the feveral Allegations of the faid Merchants before the right honour- 
■ € able the Lords of Trade and Plantations, we beg Leave to make the fbl- 
4 lowing Remarks. 

c In order to make our Obfervations the more diftinft and clear, we 
c (hall gather together the feveral Aflertions of the faid Merchants, both in 
.• their Petition, and delivered verbally before the Lords of Trade, as to 
€ the Situation of this Province, with Refpeft to the French and Indian 
■ € Nations ; and obferve on them, in the firft Place, they being the Foun- 

* dation on which all their other Allegations are grounded. Afterwards 

• we (hall lay before your Excellency, what we think neceflkry to obferve* 
€ on the other Parts of the faid Petition, in the Order they are in the Fe- 
1 thion, or in the Report of the Lords of Trade. 

* In their geographical Accounts they fay, " Bejides the Nations of Indi- 
• ' ans that are in the Englifh Interejl, there are very many Nations of Indians, 
" who are at prefent in the Interefl of the French, and who lie between New- 

*' York and the Nations of Indians in the Englifh Interejl. Tlbe- French 

tf and their Indians would not permit the Englifh Indians to pafs over by their 

* Forts* 
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" Forts." The faid AS " re/lrains them (the Five Nations) from a free Com- 
u merce with the Inhabitants of -New- York. 

" l'hefive Indian Nations are fettled upon the Banks of the River St. Law- 
" rence, direflly oppofite to Quebeck, two or three hundred Leagues diflantfrom 
" the neareft Britifh Settlements in New- York. 

€C They (the five Nations of Indians) were two or tfiree hundred Leagues 
c< diftantfrom Albany ; and that they could not come to trade with the Englifh, 
cc but by going down the River St. Lawrence, and from thence through a Lake* 
" which brought them within eighteen Leagues of Albany." 

c Thefe Things the Merchants have thought it fafe for them, and con- 
c fiftent with their Duty to his facred Majefty, to fay in his Majefty's 
' Prefence, and to repeat them afterwards before the right honourable 
c the Lords of Trade> though nothing can be more direftly contrary to the 

* Truth. For there are no Nations of Indians between New-York and the 

* Nations of Indians in the Englijh Intereft, who are now fix in Number, 

* by the Addition of the Tufcaroras. The Mohawks (called Annies ■* by the 

* French) one of the Five Nations, live on the South Side of a Branch of 
c Hudfons River, (not on the North Side as they are placed in the French 
c Maps) and but forty Miles dire&ly Weft from Albany, and within the 
€ Englijh Settlements ; fome of the Englijh Farms, upon the fame River, 

* being thirty Miles further Weft. The Oneydas (the next of the Five Na- 
€ tions) lie likewife Weft from Albany, near the Head of the Mohawks Ri- 
c ver, about one hundred Miles from Albany. The Onondagas lie about one 

* hundred and thirty Miles Weft from Albany \ and the tufcaroras live partly 
€ with the Oneydas and partly with the Onondagas. The Cayugas are about one 

* hundred and fixty Miles from Albany * and the Senecas (the furtheft of all 
' thefe Nations, are not above two hundred and forty Miles from Albany, 
c as may appear from Mr.D* Uljle's 'f Map of Louifania, who lays down 
« the Five Nations under the Name of Iroquois ; and Goods are daily car- 
c ried, from this Province, to the Senecas, as well as to thofe Nations that 
€ lie nearer, by Water, all the Way, except three Miles (or in the dry Sea- 
c fbns five Miles) where the Traders carry over Land between the Mohawks 
€ River and, the Wood Creek, which runs into the Oneydas Lake, without 

* going near either St. Lawrence River, or any of die Lakes upon which tlie 
< French pafs* which aje,intirely ( out of their Way; 

• j/gmis^ . f . . t RtVljU. 

' Tie 



r 5 8 T-H$ HISTORY OF NEW-YORK; part v. 

. ' The neareft French Eerts or Settlements to Albany, are Chambly and 

* Montreal, both of them lying about North and by Eaft from Albany, and 
c are near two hundred Miles diftant from it. Otyebeck lies about three 
' hundred and eighty Miles North-Eaft from Albany. So far is it from 
c being true, that the Five Nations are fituated upon the Banks of the River 
1 St. Lawrence, oppofite to §>uebeck, that Albany lies almoft dire&ly between 
\ Qyebeck and the Five Nations. And to fay that thefe Indians cannot come 
c to trade at Albany, but by going down the River St. Lawrence, and then 
c into a Lake eighteen Leagues from Albany (we fuppofe they mean Lake 
c Cbamplain) pafling by the French Forts, is to the fame Purpofe as if 
c they ihould fay, that one cannot go from London to Brijlol, but by Way 
4 of Edinburgh. 

1 Before we go on to obferve other Particulars, we beg Leave further to 
c remark, that it is fo far from being true, that the Indians in the French 
4 Intereft, lie between New-York and our Five Nations of Indians ; that 

* fome of our Nations of Indians lie between the French and the Indians, 
x from whence the French bring the far greateft Quantity of their Furs : 

* for the Sennekas (whom the French call Sonontouons*) are fituated between 
€ Lake Erie and Cadaracqui Lake, (called by the French, Ontario) near the 
c great Fall of lagara \ t by which all the Indians that live round Lake 
4 Erie, round the Lake of the Huroris, round the Lake of the Illenois, or 
c Micbegan, and round the great upper Lake, generally j>afs in their Way 
' to Canada. All the Indians fituated upon the Branches of the Mijiffippi, 
' mvtft likewife pais by the fame Place, if they go to Canada. And all of 
4 them likewife* in their Way to Canada, pafs by our Trading-place upon 

* the Cadaracqui Labs, at the Mouth of the Onondaga River. The neareft 
c and fafcft Way of carrying Goods upon the Cadaracqui Lake, towards 

* Canada*. being along the South Side of that Lake, (near where our Indi- 
< ans are fettled, and our Trade of late is fixed) and not by the North Side 

* and Cadaracqui, or Frantinac Fort, where the French are fettled. 

c Now that we have represented to your Excellency, that not one Word 
« of the Geography of thefe Merchants is true, upon which all their Rea- 
4 foning is founded ; it might feem needlefe to trouble your Excellency wkfi 
V any further Remarks, were it not to fhow with what Earneftnefs they are 
K promoting the French Intereft, to the Prejudice of all- his Majefly's Colo- 

* Ifonnontouans. t Sometimes Onlagara, Ocbniagara, but commonly Niagara. 

€ nies 



*a*t v. THE H1ST0RY0P NE W-Y O R K. 159 

* nies in North America, and that they are not afhamed of aflerting any 
c Thing for that End, even in the royal Prefence. 

c Firft they fay, " That by the Aft paired in this Province, entitled, Aii 
" Aft for the Encouragement of the Indian Trade, &c. All Trade what- 
u foever is prohibited in the ftrifteft Manner, and under the fevereft Pe- 
" nalties, between the Inhabitants of New-Tork Government, and th6 
" French of Canada." 

c This is not true; for only carrying Goods to the French* which are. 
c proper for the Indian Trade, is prohibited. The Trade, as to other 

* Things, is left iit the fame State it was before that Aft was made, as 
r it will appear to any Perfon that fhall read it : and there are, yearly, 
' large Quantities of other Goods, openly, carried to Canada, without any 
' Hindrance from die Government of New-Xbri. Whatever may be fatd 

* of the Severity and Penalties in that Aft, they are found infufficient to» 

* deter fome from carrying Goods clandeftinely to the French j and the Le- 
c giflature of this Province are convinced, that no Penalties can be too fe- 
c vere, to prevent a Trade, which puts the Safety of all his Majefty's Sub- 

* jefts of North America in the greateft Danger. 

■ € Their next Aflertion is, <c All the Indian Goods have by this A& been raifed 
" 25 /. to 30 /. per Cent." This is the only Allegation in the whole Petition, 

* that there is any Ground for. Neverthelefs, tho' the common Channel: 

* of Trade cannot be altered without fome Detriment to it in the Begin- 

* ning; we are affured from the Cuftom-houfe Books, that there has been 

* every Year, fince the pafling of this Aft, more Furs exported from New- 

* Torkj than in the Year immediately before the pafling of this Aft. It is 
c not probable that the greateft Difference between the Exportation, any 

* Year before this Aft, and any Year fince, could fo much alter the Price 
*• of Beaver, as it is found to be this laft Year. Beaver is carried to Brtr 
€ tain from other Parts befides New-Tork> and it is certain that the Price 

* of Beaver is not fo much altered here by the Quantity in our Market, as 
c by the Demand for it in Britain. But as we cannot be fo well informed. 
c here, what oceafions Beaver to be in greater Demand in Britain, we 
t muft leave that to be enquired after in England. However, we are fully 

* fatisfied that it will be found to be for very different. Reafons from what 
*• the Merchants alledge. 

•• The Merchants go on and fay, <l Whereas, on the other Handj this 
" Branch of the New-Fork Trade, by the Difcouragements brought upon 
u it by this Aft, is almoft whoHy engrbflfed by the frenehi^who have al- 

<c ready 
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" ready by this A6t, been encouraged to fend proper European Goods to 
" Canada, to carry on this Trade, fo that fhould this A& be continued, 
" the New-York Trade, which is very confiderable, muft be wholly Toft to 
" us, and center in the French. T — Though New-Tork fhould not furnifh 
" them, the French would find another Way to be fupplied therewith, 
" either from fome other of his Majefty's Plantations, or it might be dife&ly 
" from Europe. — Many of the Goods, which the Indians want, being as 
" eafy to be had dire&ly from France or Holland, as from Great-Britain*' 

c This is eafily anfwered, by informing your Excellency, that the prin- 
c cipal of the Goods proper for the Indian Market, are only of the Manu- 
c failures of Great-Britain, or of the Britijh Plantations, viz. Strouds, or 
1 Stroud-waters, and other Woollens, and Rum. — The French muft be 
c obliged to buy all their Woollens (the Strouds efpecially) in England, and 
< thence carry them to France, in Order to their Tranfportation to Canada. 

c The Voyage to Qyebeck, through' the Bay of St. Lawrence, is well 
c known to be the moft dangerous of any in the World, and only pra&i- 
c cable in the Summer Months. The French have no Commodities in Ca- 
c nada, by Reafon of the Cold and Barrennefs of the Soil, proper for the 
1 Wejl-Iridia Markets ; and therefore have no Rum but by Veflels from 
c France, that touch at their Iflands in the Weft-Indies. New-Tork has, by 
c Reafon of its Situation, both as to the Sea and the Indians, every Way 
c the Advantage of Canada. The New-Tork Veflels make always two 
c Voyages in a Year from England, one in Summer, and another in Win- 
c ter, and feveral Voyages in a Year to the Weft-Indies. It is manifeft* 
c therefore, that it is not in the Power of the French to import any Goods 
c near fo cheap, to Canada, as they are imported to New-Tork. 

1 But to put this out of all Controverfy, we need only- obferve to your 
c Excellency, that Strouds (without which no confiderable Trade can be 
1 carried on with the Indians) are fold at Albany for 10 /. a Piece : they were 
c fold at Montreal, before this Aft took Place, at 1 3 /. 2 s. 6 d. and now 
f they are ibid there for 25 /. and upwards -, which is an evident Proof, that 
( the French have not in thcfe four Years Time (during the Continuance of 
c this A6t) found out any other Way to fupply themfelves with Strouds j 
c and likewife that they cannot trade without them, feeing they buy them 
c at fo extravagant a Price. 

€ It likewife appears, that none of the neighbouring Colonies have been 
c able to fupply di%. French with thefe Goods, and thpfe that know the 
c Geographftof # the ^ountry> kqow it js impxaftkable to do it at any tole- 
rable 
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c rable Rate, becaufe they muft carry their Goods ten Times further by Land 
c than we need to do. 

€ We are likewife aflured, that the Merchants of Montreal lately told Mr. 
c Vaudreuil their Governor, that if- the Trade from Albany be not by fome 
c Mean or other encouraged, they muft 4baAcU>n that Settlement. We have 
c Reafon therefore! to fufpeft,* that thefe Merchants (at leaft'fome of them) 
c have been pra&ifed upon by the French Agents in London $ for no doubt, the 
c French will leave no Method untried to defeat the prefent Defigns of this 
c Government, feeing they are more afraid of the * Confequences of this 
c Trade between Nr&Ttrk arid the Indians^ than of all the warlike Expe- 
€ ditions that ever were attempted zgxmft: Canada. 

1 But to return to the Petitioners. cc They conceive nothing can tend 
" more to the withdrawing the AfFe&ions of the Five Nations of Indians 
" from the Englifh Intereft,' than the Continuance of the faid Aft, which 
c< in its Effe&s reft fains -them f&ttva fr^ e^tttmeiw with the InhaW 
cc New-Tori, and may too probably eftrang* ' theni^fdm the Engli/b Intereft ; 
" whereas by a Freedom of Commerce, and an encouraged Intercourfe of 
^ Trade with the French and -their Inditats, theBngli/b Intereft might, in 
"Time, be greatly improved andiftrengt^lened^• .'• ' 

* It feems to us a ftrange Argument to fay; that an A&, the whole Pdr- 

* port of which is to encourage Our own People to go among the Indians, 

* and to draw the far Indians through our Indian Country to Albany (and 
1 which has truly produced thefe EfFedte) would, on the contrary, reftrain 
€ them from a free Commerce with the Inhabitants of New-Ybri, and may 
c too probably eftrange th6m from the Englijh' Intereft;; and therefoftrthat 
c it would be much wifer in us to make Ufe of die French, to: promote 
■ c the Englifi Intereft; and for which End, we ought to encourage a free 
f Intercourfe between them and our Indians. The Reverfe of this is ex- 
€ a£tiy true, in the Opinioh of 4 out Five Nations;, who* in all their; pubfick 

* Treaties with this Goveminerit, havt reprefetited dgainft «tlus Trade/ as 
c the building the French Forts with Englifh Strouds : that the; encouraging a 
' Freedom of Commerce with our Indians, and the Indians' rovu^ thtrn, 
*■- who muftpafs through their Country X& Albany, would certainly increafe 

* both the Englijh Interdft told theirs, among all the Nations to the Wjeft- 
1 ward of them; and that the carrying the Indian Market to Montreal in 
1 Canada, draws all die far Indians thither; 

c The laft Thing we have 'to take Notice, is what the Merchants afferted 

* before the Lords of Trade, viz. " That there has not been half the 

Y « Quan- 
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<c Quantity of European Goods exported- fiiace : the paffing of this Aft, that 
" ufed to be." — ' We are well allured, that this is no better grounded than 
c the above Facts they aflert with the fame Pofitivenefs. For it is well 
c known, alraoft to every Peribn in New-Torki that there has not be?n a 
< lefs, but rather a greater, Qftfjitity o^JSurope^n Goodsrjimpprted ii«o this 
c Plaoe, fince the faffing 4 of thi^ A<ft tha^ f Was ;at any Time before it> in 
c thp fame Space of Time. As this appears by the Manifefts in tile Cuf- 

* tom-houfe here, the fiartie raay likewife r be, eafily proved by the Cuftom- 

* houfc Books in London- o i i . v.ih _:r : -'l ;::.x: » 

c As all the Arguments of the Merdiantsfrun upop thQ-iUL Effefts this 

* Aft has had upon the Trade and the Miftdsof the Indians, eyeiy, one of 
c which we have fhown to be afferted,. without thejpaft Foundation to fiip- 
c port them ; that nothing rtow remains; but to : fhew the good Eftefts. thi9 
\ Aft has produced, whkrh arefpOQtQitipus itnhjfe Province, that* w<e know 
c not ooe Perfon that.now opens his/M<ntffci 9gainft the Aft. y_' \ . : i 

f Before this Aft pafftd, none of *he P«jpte of .this Province travelled 
m - into the Indian Countries to trade. .We have »ow above forty-young 
c Men, who have been feveral Ti*ttes. as far. as the L*k$s a trading, ftnd 
€ thereby become well acqttglial^ not 'Qrtly with the Trflde of thz.indidns, 
? but likewife with'their Manners »nd.ii?(^guag^s..and thofe have returned 

* with fuck large Quantities of Fure* that greater Numbers art refolved to 
? follow their Example y fo that we<have godd Reafon to i hope, that in a; little 
c Time, the EngUJh will drat* the Vf\\€>\c, Indian Tfade of the.iitfand Cdun- 
' tries to Albany y aftd into th£ CoufttrJ of tk^Ftiit: Nations* This Govern- 

* ment lias.buUt; a pubHck TiadiAg-thoufc ixy^Gataracqui Lake,, at Iron- 
*. dequat in the Sennekas Land, a&d another is to be built, next Spring, at 
'the Mouth of the Omndagas River. ' All the far Indians pafs by thefe 
c Places, in their Way to Canada ,0&d:ihcf, .ate .not above half fpfar.fnom 

c So fir ia it from being true what tbt Merchants lay, u That thfe Jfrencb 
" Forts interrupt all Communication between the Indians and the Englijb " 

* that if thefe Places be well fupported, as they eafily cam'be from our Set- 
8 dements, in cafe of a Rupture, with the French, M will, be in i the Power 
1 of this Province, to inteHcept the^ grpateft: Part <& the Trade between O- 
4 juo4*and the Indians round the Lakes and.-the Bteftches of the Mifijfippi. 
« — Since this Aft pafled, many Nations have come to Albany tQ .trade; 

* and Peace and Friendfhip, whofe Barnes had not To much as been heard of 

■ • ■-. 3 . l:.; .: Jg . ;. '/I " 4. .■ .'.:. ?■;,..- c amofog 
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c among as. — In thfe Beginning o£.May, . J 723, a Nation of Indians came 

* to Albany finging and dancing, with their Calumets before ithem, as they 

* always -danwhettiheyicome tg;an^Placef where; they have not been be- 
c - 'fore: i > <W« do - l»t find (that the»^»miri^Rbne*s Jo£ Indian'- A&drs, 1 -were 
'-able t® inform mem&lro what -'Nation thiirwas. - ■■ ■/■•■■•: 

' Towards the End ^of defame MDAth; eighty Men, befides the "Women 

* andtChildren, ;catnc to jdtffefcjJ i^- r tiifc|arrti»ManoeF.....Thefe* hacbisne of 
Vod^F/^'>/d^Mtti^<K ttiftnv-'ftr anfinto^ffit*,- byirwabnitthey.infaairaed 
* 'the CommUfiorteite, 4hat Aey'WeWJctfjtt'grearlira'tibn; Kailedi'Nebkrtugesi 
« confifting of fix Caftles and Tribes j and that 'they lived near- a Place 
( called by the Prenck; Miffimakinab, between t)ie upper Lake and the Lake 
' of the Hurons. -Tgiefc lhdi»is< not -orfy dented - -tC 6ee Comrnepce y :but 
S likewjfe t©J enter kiWft^flwfli League ^ ^riendjhip with- us and. am Six 
*■ Nvtidns, that they might be account^ the fatenth Nation in; the League; 

* and being- received- acc&rdingfyy J they left their Calumet as * < Pledge. x>f 
" their Fidelity . —-In June anotiwr-N'atk)^ arrived, -bdt'froin..whafCiPart of 
« the Continent we htfye^ot UttW**^ " t^-nT •>• cR ,'•;- .rr.j ni au/xi;^ » 
V'S In y«^, the $wi$i*it» bsfat&igxfo bwugte-att i»^W*-:Ihttepreternof 
' our Nation* with &em, -who totd*, > l th& they were called : by €ie JlrABa&; 
' Miamiesy and that they live upon; one oft the-Jktanches ofc the^RwerttM/i 
' JffiPP'- — * At '' * e ^ me Time fbme> of 'the 7'aifagrittd^Itjdurns i _ who. live 
' between Lake Er/V and the Lake j9S0^difert?* : lbiM& Settietueitop did 
«- come and renew their League" with the 'Engtijbj nor durit the. £&;»&.. bin-* 

* der them/— In July this Year, another Nation came!, vrhofe Sttfuatiori 

* 'and Name we know not-} and in Augu/l and September, feveral Partiei of 

* the fame Indians that had been herelaft Year ; : tut the greateil Number* 

* of ;thefe far Indians hw* been met this Year k\ the ZW/WCouojtrybyolir 

* Traders; every one of them endeaVOoriftg t* get before anothei , ) m order 
' to reap the Profits of fo advantageous a- Trader which har all this Sum* 
' m&r longi kept about forty j Tradtt% «©nftafllly employed, la going be- 
c sween ttiuj Tradrng^pladeV-in- out Indian Couritty, m& Albany; • - '-- 

'•All the^Natidr^^'^w^, who^n^tfti^^,: feid, that the tiretlcb 
«• had totdthem Ms$ ftrange -Stdries of the£n^, Srtd did 'what-the^ 
c could to hinder their coming : -*"t» Albany \ but that they had refo*vedto 
' break through by Forced Hie Difference on thfe Store between the ftb/ifi 

* • grondie Indians • and the "French (who •' have* '- a Fort arid*' Settlement there, 
< called by themi'j&f Drfrifir) fofe to : that Height,- -this Summery that Mr*. 

Y 2 ' Tonti , 
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f Tot//, who commanded there, thought it prpper to retire, and return 
c to Canada with many of his Men. 

' We are, for thefe Reafons, well allured, . that >this Year there will be 
f more Beaver exported for Great-Britain* than ever was from this Pro- 
c vince in one Year; and that if the Cuftom-4ioufe Books tit London be 
1 looked into, it will be found, that there will be a far greater Quantity of 
€ Goods for the Indians (Strouds efpecially) fent over next Spring, than ever 
c was at any one Time to this Province* For* the Merchants, here tell us, 
' that they have at this Time ordered more of thefe .Goods, than ever was 
€ done at any one Time before. 

c Thefe Matters of Fa£t prove, beyond Gontradi&ion, that this Aft has 
c been of the greateft Sendee tb Ncw-Tork> in making us acquainted with 
' many Nations of Indians, formerly entirely unknown*, and Strangers, to us ; 
c withdrawing them from their . Dependance upon the Frmcb 9 t$nd in unit- 
' ing them to us and our Indians, by Means of Trade arid mutual Offices 
€ of Friendfhip.-- r-Of what great Confequence this may be to the Britijh 
€ Intereft in general, as to Trade, is apparent: to any Body, It is no lefs 

* apparent likewife, that it is of the greateft Confequence to the Safety of 
c all the Britijh Colonies in North America * ; We feel, tspo fenfibly, the ill 
f Effe&s of the French Intereft in the prefent War betwixt New-England^ 

* and only one Nation of Indians fupported by the French. Of what difmal 
f Confequences then might it (be, if ithe French fhould be able to influence, 
< in t£ie feme Manner, So many and firch fiumerous Nations, as lie to the 
f Weftward of this Province, Penfyhanip and Maryland? On the other 
*- Hand, if all thefe Nations (who afleil; their own Freedom, and declare 

* themfejves Friends to thofe that fppply,;them beft with what they want) 
4 be brought to have a Depended t uppn the Bngtijh (as we h#ye 4 good 
€ Reafon to hope in a fhort Time they will) the Frenfh,$£ Cantd^ ift Cafe 
c of a War, muft be at the Mercy of tteEngli/h: '•»'.( 

* To thefe Advantages muft be added! that many of our young Men 
f having been induced )>y this A& to travel among the Indians^ they learn 
' their Manners, their I^guages, ^ 

€ and become inured to all Manner of Fatigue? .and tfar#hips ; and a great 
f many more being refolved to fallow their Example; thefe young Men, in 
€ Cafe of War with the Indians s will be of ten Times the Sefvke, that the 
1 fame Number of the ■ common Militia qui be p£ ~+ The Effefts of this 
f Afl; have likewife fo mudy^etedjthe, Minds of the People* with Refpec\ 

€ to 
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c to the Security of the Frontiers, that pur Settlements are now extended 
f above thirty Miles further Weft towards the Indian Countries, than they 
f were before it pafled, . ,; : « ; 

c The only Thing that now remains .Jo anlwer, is an Obje6tion 
€ which we fuppofe may be made, What can induce the Merchants of 
4 London to petition againft an Aft, which will be really fo much for 
c their Intereft in the End ? The Reafon is, in all Probability, becaufe they 
c only confider their prefent Qainj and that they areijot at all concerned 
c for the Safety of this Country, in encouraging the njoft neceflary Under- 
c taking, if they apprehend their Profit for two or three Years may be leff- 
c ened by it. This Inclination of the Merchants has been fo notorious, 

* that few Nations, at War with their Neighbours, have been able to re- 

* drain them from fupplying their Enemies with Ammunition and Anns. 

* The Count D'E/lrade, in his Letters m 1638, fays, that, whence Dutch 
€ were befieging Antwerp, one Be i land, who had loaded four Fly-boats with 
€ Arms and Powder for Antwerp, being taken up by the Priijce of Orange' % 
€ Order, and examined at Atnjierdam, faid boldly, that the Burghers of 
' Amjierdam had a Right to trade every where : that he could name, a hun- 
c dred that were Fa&ors for the Merchants at Antwerp, and that he was 
1 one. " That Trade cannot be interrupted, and that for his Part he was 
" very free to own, that if to get any Thing by Trade it were neceflary 
" to pals through Hell, he would venture to burn his Sails.? . € Wten this 
c Principle, fo common to Merchants, is confidered, and that f<p*ne in this 
4 Place have got Eftates by trading many Years to Canada, it is tu& to be 
c wondered, that they have adted as Fadtors for Canada in this Affair, and 
c that they have transmitted fuch Accounts to their Correfpondents in Lon- 
1 don, as are confident with the Truft repofed in them by the Merchants 
1 of Canada. Jr 

1 In the laft Place, we are humbly of Opinion, that it may be proper to 
c print the Petition of the Merchants of London, and their Allegations be- 
4 fore the Lords of Trade, together with the Anfwers your Committee 
'has made thereto, in Vindication of the Legiflature of this Province, of 

* which we have the Honour to be a Part, if your Excellency fhall approve 
V of our Anfwers $ that what we have t /aid may be expofed to the Examir 
' nation of every one in this Place, where the Truth of the Matters of 

* Fa£t is beft known, and that the Correfppndents of thefe Merchants may 
' have the molt publick Notice to reply, if they fhall think, it proper., or 
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* to difown, in a ptiblick Manner," that they are the : Authors of fuch 
f groundless Informations. All which is unanimoufly and humbly fub- 

* mitted by . : 

^ ' * Tour Excellency's v - : * . "< : : 

"' * Mofl obedient bumble Servants, 

. ? ):.v ? -:m-; < R. miter, . '>Qt<kt>*iladtr Cotten\ * ■ 
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- ' c John Barbarie, c Abraham Van Horizr.' ' - 

* Fr. Harrijbn, 

■ ■:<■!■. 

. ;Oovert*6ur Swrwrf tranfmited this Report to the Board of Trade, : tmd it 
had : thfe intended Efteft. About the latter End of the Year 1 1724/ an tin- 
f4rtOhattf-Dtl|)U*e -commenced in the French Church, of which, becaufe it 
Had no fmaH -Influence on the piibEck Affairs of the Government, I fhall 
lay tfcfoce 1 the Reader -a fhort Account. 

- "i Thfc Pefcfedutions in France y which enfued upon the Revocation of the Edifi 
tff 'iN^fcj'idittve thfc proteftaht SubjcCte of £wf> XIV. into th£ Territories of 
tfthetf£rii*£is. Many of tkem fled evbvinto this Province : the moft opulent 
i&tlfcd ift tftfe City of Neiv-Torky others went into the Country and plairited 
$^>Rteie!le> arid a fewfeated thdnfelve^atthe New Paltz in Utfler County. 
TkoCe fltf^refided in tiew-Tork fobn erefted a 'Church, upon 'the Principles 
and Model of that in Geneva \ and by their Growth and foreign Acceflions, 
feitned a Congregation, for Numbers and Riches, fuperior to all but the 
Dutch; They had two Minifters; Rou y the firft called, was a Man of 
L£&ftiingv but protid, pfeafurabk, and paffionate.- Mvulinaarsr, his Col- 
league, was moft diftinguifhed for his pacifick Spirit, dull Parts, arid tiln- 
Wam^able Life krid Gonveffatioii. Rou defpifed his Fellow Labourer, and 
fbi* a lortg.^imecoihmanded the whole Congregation, by the Superiority of 
his Talents for the Pulpit. The other impatient of repeated Affronts and 
bpeh'Cofttebipt 1 ,- raHed a Party in his Favour, and this' Yeaf fucceeded in 
the Eleftibri' of a Set of ! Elders, difpofed to humble the Delinquent. Rm 
being fufpkious of the Defign, refafed to acknowledge them duly elefted. 
Incenfed at this Conduft, they entered an Aft in their Minutes, diiinifiing 
him from the paftoral Charge of the Church, and procured a Ratification 
of -the Aft under the Hands of the Majority of die People. Governour 
Burnet had, long before this Time, admited Rou into his Familiarity, on 

the 
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the Score of his Learning 5 and that Confideration encouraged a Petition 
to him, from Rous Adherents, complaining againft the Elders. The Matt- 
er was then refered to a Committee of the Council, who adviied that the 
Congregation fhould be J admoniihed > to tying their Difference? to an ami r 
cable Conclufion. Some Overtures, to that End, were attempted j and th? 
Elders offered to fubmit the Controverfy to die Dutch Minifters. But Rou, 
who kne>v that the French Church, in this Country, without a Synod .wag 
unorganized, and coqld not reftrain him, chofe rather to bring his Bill in 
Chancery before the Goveroour. 

Mr. Alexander washis.Council, and Mr. Smith *, a young Lawyer, of the 
firft Reputation as a Speaker, appeared for the Elders. He pleaded to. the 
Jurifdiftion of the Court, infifting that the Matter was entirely ecclefiafti* 
cal, and, in the Profecution of his Argument,; entered largely into an Exr 
amination of the Government of the Proteftant Churches in France^ Ao 
cording to which, he fhewed that the Confiftoiy were the. proper Judges of 
the Point in Difpute, in the firft Inftance; and that from thence an Appeal 
lay to a Collogue, next to a Provincial, and laft of all to a national Synod. 
Mr. Burnet neverthelefs gver-rujed the Plea, and the Defendants, being fear- 
ful of a Decree, that might expofe their own Eftates to the Payment of 
Rous Salary, thought it advifable to drop their Debates,, reinftate the Mini- 
iter, and leave the Chureh. 

All thofe who oppofed Rou were difobliged with, the Gdvernour 1 aoymg 
thefe Mr. De Latfcey was the moft copfiderable for his Wealth «ftd popular 
Influence. H? was very rigid in his religious Profeffioii* one pf the flrfi: 
Builders, and by far the moft generous Benefaftor, of ike French Church, 
^nd therefore left it with the utmoft Reluctance.. Mr. Burnet, before this 
Time, had confidered him as his Enemy, becaufe he had oppofed the Pro- 
hibition of the French Trade -, and this fed him into a Step, which, as it was 
a perioral Indignity, Mr. De hancey could never recolteft, without Refeqfc- 
ment. This Gentleman was returned for the City >6f.Nw>-rori>.m the 
Room of a dece^ed Member, at the Meeting of the Aflembly in September 
1725. When he offered himfelf for the Oaths, Mr, Burnet afked him how 
he became a Subjeftof the Crown? Jrfoafifweitti, that he was 1: denized; in 
.England* and his Excellency difiniiTed him, taking Time to confider the Matt- 
er. Mr, De Lancey then laid before the Hqufe an Aft of a Notary Pub- 

,. * Thefe Gentlemen f^me into the Colony in amtoilg.the principal Agents in the political 
the fame Ship in 1715* TThe latter, waa horn at Struggles during the Adminiftration of GoLCo/iy* 
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lick, certifying that he was named in a Patent of Denization, granted in the 
Reign of James the Second — A Patent of the fame Kind, under the Great 
Seal of this Province, in 1686 — And two Certificates, one of his having 
taken the Oath of Allegiance, according to an Aft pafled here in 1683, 
and another of his ferving in Several former Aflemblies. The Governour, 
in the mean Time, confulted the Chief Juftice, and tranfmited his Opinion 
* to the Houfe, who refolved in Favour of Mr. De Lancey. Several other 
new Reprefentatives came in, at this Seflion, upon the Deceafe of the old 
Members ; and Adolph Pbilipfe, who was fometime before diSmifled from 
the Council Board, was elefted into the Speaker's Chair, in the Abfence of 
Mr, LivingJIon. The Majority, however, continued in the Intereft of the 
Governour; and confented to the Revival of the feveral Afts, which had 
been parted for prohibiting the French Trade ; which in Spite of all the Re- 
straints laid upon it, was clandestinely carried on by the People of Albany. 
OJwego, neverthelefs, grew considerable for its Commerce : fifty *feven Ca* 
noes went there this Summer, and returned with feven hundred and thirty- 
eight Packs of Beaver and Deer Skins. 

Nothing could more naturally excite the Jealoufy of the French, than the 
Erefttori o£ the riew • tradihg Houfe at the Mouth of the Onandaga River. 
Fearful'- of lofiilg a profitable Trade, which they had almoft entirely en- 
grofled, and the Command of the Lake Ontario, they launched two Veflels 
in it in 1726, and transported Materials, for building a large Store-houfe, and 
repairing the Fort at Niagara. The Scheme was not only to fecure to them- 
felves the Entrance into the Weft End of the Lake, as they already had the 
Eaft, by the fraudulent Ereftion of Fort Fronfenac, many Years before; 
but alfo to carry their Trade more wefterly, and thus render OJhvego ufelefe, 
by Shortening the Travels of the WeSlern Indians, near two hundred Miles. 
Baron De Langbeil, who had the chief Command in Canada,' on the Death 
-of the Marquis de Vaudreuil \n Oftober 1725, was- fo intent upon this Pro- 
ject, that he wfent, in Perfon, to the Onondago Canton, for Leave to raife the 
Storc-houfe at Niagara : and as thoSe Indians were moft of all expofed to 
the Intrigues of the Jefuits, who constantly refided amongft them ; he pre- 
vailed upon them by Fraud and falfe Representations to corifent to it, for 
their Plbteftion againft the Englijh. But a$ Soon as tliis Matter' was made 
known to the other Nations, they declared the PermiSfion granted by the 

* What Col. Aforrn's Opinion was, I have an Invafionof the Rights of the Aflembly, who 
not been able to difcover. Governour Burnet's claim the exclufive Privilege of determining the 
Condud was thought to be unconftitutional, and Qualifications of their own Members. 

Onmdagos 



partv. THE HISTORY OF NEW-YORK. 169 

Onondaga* to be abfolutely void ; and fent Deputies to Niagara, with a Mef- 
fage, fignifying that the Country in which they were at Work, belonged 
folely to the Sennecas $ and required them immediately to defift. The French, 
notwithftanding, were regardlefs of the Embaflage, and pufhed on their 
Enterprife with all poflible Difpatch, while Joncaire exerted all his Addrefs 
among the Indians, to prevent the Demolition of the Works. Canada was 
very much indebted to the inceflant Intrigues of this Man. He had been 
adopted by the Sennecas, and was well efteemed by the Onondaga s. He 
{poke the Indian Language as Charlevoix informs us, " avec la plus fublime 
•* eloquence Iroquoife," and had lived amongft them, after their Manner, 
from titie Begining of Queen Anne's Reign. All thefe Advantages he im- 
proved for the Intereft of his Country j he facilitated the Miflionaries in their 
Progrefs through the Cantons, and more than any Man contributed to ren- 
der their Dependence upon the Englijh, weak and precarious. Convinced 
of this, Colonel Schuyler urged the Indians \ at his Treaty with them, in 171 9, 
to drive Joncaire out of their Country, but his Endeavours were fruitlefs *• 
The Jefuit Charlevoix does Honour to Mr. Burnet, in declaring that he 
left no Stone unturned, to defeat the French Defigns at Niagara. Nor is it 
much to be wondered at. For befides fupplanting his favourite Trade at Of- 
wego, it tended to the Defection of the Five Nations ; and in Cafe of a Rup- 
ture, expofed the Frontiers of our Southern Colonies to the Ravages of the 
French and their Allies. Mr. Burnet, upon whom thefe Confiderations made 
the deepeft Impreffion, laid the Matter before the Houfe, remonftrated againft 
the Proceedings to Longuiel in Canada, wrote to the Miniftry in England, 
who complained of them to the French Court, and met the Confederates at 
Albany, endeavouring to convince them of the Danger they themfelves would 
be in, from an afpiring, ambitious, Neighbour. He fpoke firft about the 
Affair privately to the Sachems, and afterwards; in the publick Conference, 
informed them of all the Encroachments which the French had made upon 
their Fathers, and the ill Ufage they had met with, according to La Potbe- 
ries Account, publifhed with the Privilege of the French King, at Paris^ in 
1722. He then reminded them of the kind Treatment they had received 
from the Englijh, who conftantly fed and cloathed them, and never attempt- 
ed any Aft of Hoftilities to their Prejudice. This Speech was extremely 
well drawn, the Thoughts being conceived in ftrong Figures, particularly 

# The fame Thing has fince been frequently ther, till General Shirley, while he was at Of- 
laboured, but to no Purpofe. His Son con- wtgo in 1755, prevailed upon the Sennecas to or- 
tinued the Courfe of Intrigues begun by the Fa- der him to Canada. 

Z expreflive 
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expreflive and agreeable to the Indians. TheGovernour required an explicit 
Declaration of their Sentiments, concerning the French Tranfa&ions at Ni- 
agara, and their Anfwer was truly categorical. " We fpeak now in the 
" Name of all the Six Nations, and come to you howling. This is the 
" Reafon why we howl, that the Governor of Canada incroaches on our 
*' Land and builds thereon." After which they entreated him to write to 
the King for Succour. Mr. Burnet embraced this favourable Opportunity 
to procure from them a Deed, furrendering their Country to his Majefty, to 
be protcfted for their Ufe, and confirming their Grant in 1701, concerning 
which there was only an Entry in the Books of the Secretary for Indian Af- 
fairs *. It happened very unfortunately, that his Excellency's Hands were 
then more weakened than ever, by the growing Difaffe&ion in the Houfe. 
The Intrigues of his Adverfaries, and the frequent Deaths of the Members, 
had introduced fuch a Change in the Aflcmbly, that it was with Difficulty he 
procured a three Years Support. The Clamours of the People ran fo high 
without Doors for a new Eleftion, that he was obliged to diflolve the Houfe, 
and foon after another Diflblution enfued on the Death of the King. The 
French, in the mean Time, completed their Works at Niagara, and Mr. 
Burnet, who was unable to do any Thing elfe, erefted a Fort, in 1727, for 
the Proteftion of the Poft and Trade at Ofivego. This neceffary Undertak- 
ing was pregnant with the moft important Confequences, not only to this, 
but all our Colonies ; and though the Governour's feafonable A6tivity, de- 
ferred the higheft Teftimonials of our Gratitude, I am afhamed-to confefe, 
what I am bound to relate, that he built the Fort at his private Expence, 
and that a Balance of above 56 /. Principal, though frequently demanded, 
remains due to his Eftate to this very Day. 

Beauharnois, the Governour of Canada, who fuperfeded Longuiel y was fo 
incenfed at the building of the Fort, that he fent a writen Summons, in Ju- 
ly, to the Officer ported there, to abandon it; and though his Predeceflbr had 
done the fame, a little before, at Niagara, in the County of the Sennecas, 

m BeGdes the Territories at the Weft End of the firft Surrender, through Negligence, was 

Lake Erie, and on the North Side of that, and not made by the Execution of a formal Deed 

the Lake Ontario y which were ceded in 1701 ; under Seal* yet as it was tranfa&ed with all the 

the Indians now granted, for the fame Purpofe, Solemnity of a Treaty, and as the fecond Sur- 

all their Habitations from Ofwego to Gayahoga render confirms the firft, no intermediate Pof- 

River, which difembogues into Lake Erie, and feffion by the French can prejudice the Britijb 

the Country extending fixty Miles from the Title derived by the Ceffion in 1 701* 
Southermoft Banks of thofe Lakes* Though 

the 
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the acknowledged SubjecSfe of the Britijh Crown*, yet, with a lingular Ef- 
frontery, he difpatched De la ChaJ/aigne, a Man of Parts and Governour of 
tfrois Rivieres, to New-Tori, with the ftrongeft Complaints to Mr. Burnet 
upon that Head. His Excellency fent him a polite, but reiblute, Anfwtt 
on the 8th of Angufl; in which he refuted the Arguments urged by the 
French Governour General ; and remonftrated againft the Proceedings, of 
the laft Year, at Niagara. 

The new Affembly met in September 1727, and confifted of Members all 
ill affected to the Governour. The long Continuance of the laft, the Cla- 
mours which were excited by feveral late important Decrees in Chancery, the 
Affair of the French Church, and efpecially the prohibiting the Canada Trade, 
were the Caufes, to which the Lofs of his Intereft is to be afcribed. Mr. 
Philipfe y the Speaker, was piqued at a Decree in Chancery againft himfelf, 
which very much affe&ed his Eftate 5 no Wonder then that the Members* 
whp were very much influenced by him, came, on the 25th of November % 
into the following Resolutions. Colonel Hicks, from the Committee of Griev- 
ances, reported, " That as well by the Complaints of feveral People, as by 
" the general Cry of his Majefty's Subje&s inhabiting this Colony, they find 
41 that the Court of Chancery* a&lately affumed to be fct up here, renders the 
lc liberties and Properties of the feid Subjefts cxtreamly precarious ; and 
<c that by the violent Meafures taken in, and allowed by it, fome have been 
cc ruined, others obliged to abandon the Colony, and many reftrained in it, 
either by Imprifonment or by exceffive Bail exafted from them not to de- 
part, even when no Manner of Suits are depending againft them : and 
*' therefore are of Opinion, that the extraordinary Proceedings of that 
" Court, and the exorbitant Fees and Charges, countenanced to be exafted 
" by the Officers and Pra&itioners thereof, are the greatcft Grievance and 
iC Oppreffion this Colony hath ever felt : and that for removing the fatal 

* Though the Sovereignty over the Five Na- Advantages fuffictent to juftify the Violation of 
tions was ceded to Great-Britain, and Charlevoix publick Faith ; reafoning upon the Principles of 
himfelf had acknowledged that Niagara was Lc Chevalier de Callieres, who thought the Lega- 
Pait of their Country, yet the- pious Jefuit ap- : lity of making a Conqueft of New-Tori, during 
plauds the French Settlement tlyere, which was the ftri& Peace in James IM's Reign, might be in- 
fo manifeft an I nfra&ion of the.Treaty of Utrecht, fered from the Benefit, that would, thereby, 
The Marquis De Nonville, in" his Letter to the accrue to the French Colony, " que il n'y avoit 
Court of France in 1686, propofed the Ere&ion M point d'autre voyepour conferver la Colonie, 
of a Fort there, to fecure the Communication <c que de nous rendre maitres de la Nouvelle York-> 
with the Lakes, and deprive us Qf a Trade which " & que cette conqucte etoit legitime par la 
he computed to be worth 400,000 Francs per « neceffite. ,, 
Annum. ClnirUvoi*, perhtfps, cdiifidcucd theft 

4 Z 2 " Confequences 



cc 
cc 



cc 



172 THE HISTORY OF NEW-YORK, part v. 

Confequences thereof, they had come to feveral Refblutions, which being 
<c read, were approved by the Houfe, and are as follow : 

" Refohed, That the Erefting or Exercifing, in this Colony, a Court of 
" Equity or Chancery (however it may be termed) without Confent in Ge- 
" neral Aflembly, is unwarrantable, and contrary to the Laws of England, 
" and a manifeft Oppreflion and Grievance to the Subjedts, and of perni- 
" cious Confequence to their Liberties and Properties. 

" Refohed, That this Houfe will at their next Meeting prepare, and pafs y 
" An AB to declare and adjudge all Orders, Ordinances, Dewces, and Pro- 
u ceedings, of the Court, fo affiimed to be erefted and exercifed as above- 
" mentioned, to be illegal, nill, and void, as by Law and Right they ought 
" to be. 

" Refohed, That this Houfe, at the fame Time, will take into Confide- 
" ration, whether it be neceflary, to eftablifh a Court of Equity or Chancery 
" in this Colony , in whom the Jurifdi6tion thereof ought to be vetted, and 
" how far the Powers of it fhall be prefcribed and limited." 

Mr. Burnet no fooner heard of thefe Votes, than he called the Members 
before him, and difTolved the Aflembly. They occafioned, however, an Or- 
dinance in the Spring following, as well to remedy fundry Abufes in the 
Praftice in Chancery, as to reduce the Fees of that Court, which, on Account 
of the- popular Clamours, were fo much diminifhed, that the Wheels of the 
Chancery, have ever fince rutted upon their Axes, the Pradtice being con- 
temned by all Gentlemen of Eminence in the Profeflion. 

We are now come to the Clofe of Mr. Burnet's Adminiftration, when he 
was appointed to the chief Command of the Majfachufefs Bay. Though we 
never had a Governour, to whom the Colony is fo much indebted as to him; 
yet the Influence of a Fa&ion, in the Judgment of fome, rendered his Re- 
moval neceflary for the publick Tranquillity. Infenfible of has Merit, the 
undiftinguifhing Multitude were taught to confider it as a moft fortunate 
Event ; and till the ambitious Defigns of the French King, with refpeft to 
America, awakened our Attention to the general Welfare, Mr. Burnefs Ad- 
miniftration was as little efteemed, as that of the meaneft of hisPredeceflbrs* 

He was very fond of New-Tbrk, and left it with Reludtance. His Mar- 
riage here connefted him with a numerous Family, and, befides an univer- 
fal Acquaintance, there were fome Gentlemen, with whom he contrafted a 
ftrift Intimacy and Friendftiip. 

The exceflive Love of Money, aDifeafe common to all his Predfeceflbrs, 
and to fome who fucceeded him, was a Vice, from which he was. entirely 

foee«. 
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firee. He fold no Offices, nor attempted to raife a Fortune by indireft 
Means; for he lived generoufly, and carried fcarce any Thing away with 
him, but his Books. Thefe and the Converfation of Men of Letters, were 
to him inexhaliftible Sources of Delight. His aftronomical Obfervatiois 
have been ufcful ; but by his Comment on the Apocalypfe, he expofed himfelf r 
as other learned Men have before him, to the Criticifms of thofe who have 
not Abilities to write half fo well 

John Montgomerie, Efq* received the Great Seal of this Province front 
Mr. Burnet y on the 15th of April 1728, having a Commiflion to fuperfede 
him here and in New-Jerfey. The Council Board confifted of 

Mr. Walters, Mr. Alexander r 

Mr. Van Dam, Mr. Morris, jun. 

Mr. Barbarie, Mr. Van Home, 

Mr. Clarke, Mr. Provoojl* 

Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Livingjlon, 

Dr. Colden> Mr. Kennedy. 

The Governour was a Scotch Gentleman, and bred a Soldier , but, in the 
latter Part of his Life, he had little Concern with Arms, having ferved as 
Groom of the Bedchamber to his prefent Majefty, before his Acceifion to the 
Throne. This Station, and a Seat he had in Parliament, paved the Way to 
his Preferment in America. In. his Talents for Government he was much 
inferior to his Predeceffor, for he had neither Strength nor Acutenefs of 
Parts, and was but little acquainted with any Kind of Literature. 

As in the natural, fo in the political World, a violent Storm is often im- 
mediately fucceeded by a peaceful Calm ; tired by the mutual Struggles of 
party Rage, every Man now ceafed to aft under its Influence. The Gover- 
nor's good Humour too extinguiihed the Flames of Contention, for being 
unable to plan, he had no particular Scheme to purfue ; and thus by con- 
fining himfelf to the Exercife of the common Adls of Government, our pub- 
lick Affairs flowed on in a peaceful, uninterrupted, Stream. 

The Reader will, for tins Reafon, find none of thofe Events in Col. Mmt- 
gomerie's fhort Adminiftration, which only take Rife under the Superinten- 
dency of a Man of extenfive Views. Indeed he devoted himfelf fo much to 
his Eafe, that he has fcarce left us any Thing to perpetuate the Remembrance 
of his Time* 

The 
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The two Rocks, upon which the publick Tranquillity waft fhipwrecked in 
the late Adminiftration, he carefully avoided y for he diflblved the Affembly, 
railed by his Predeceflbr, before they had ever been convened : and as to the 
Chancery he himfelf countenanced the Clamours againft it, by declining to 
fit ; till enjoined to exercife the Office of Chancellor by fpecial Orders from 
England. He then obeyed the Command, but not without difcovering his 
Reluttance; and modeftly confefling to the Pra&ifers, that he thought him- 
felf unqualified for the Station. Indeed the Court of Chancery was evidently 
his Averfion, and he never gave a fmgle Decree in it, nor more than three 
Orders ; and thefe, both as to Matter and Form, were firft fettled by the 
Council concerned. 

Mr. Philipfe was chofen Speaker of the AfTembly which met, on the 23d 
of July, and continued fiting in perfeft Harmony till Autumn- After his 
Excellency had procured a five Years Support, and feveral other Laws to his 
Mind, of lefs confiderable Moment ; he went up to Albany, and,- on the ift 
of Oftober, held a Treaty with the Six Nations for a Renewal of the ancient 
Covenant. He gave them great Prefents, and engaged them in the Defence 
of Ofwego. Nothing could be more feafonable than this Interview, for the 
French who eyed that important Garrifon and our increafing Trade there, 
with the moft reftlefs Jealoufy, prepared, early in the Spring following, to 
demolifh the Works. Governour Burnet gave the firft Intelligence of this 
Defign, in a Letter to Colonel Mo?itgomerie, dated at Bofion the 3 ift of March, 
1729. The Garrifon was thereupon immediately reinforced by a Detach- 
ment from the Independent Companies ; which together with thfe declared 
Refolution of the Indians to proteft the Fort, induced the French to defift 
from the intended Invafion *. 

Thus far our Indian Affairs appeared to be under a tolerable Direction j 
but thefe fair Profpe&s were foon obfeured by the King's repealing, on th$ 
nth of December, 1729, all the A£fo which Mr. Burnet, with fo much 
Labour and Oppofition, procured for the Prohibition of an execrable 
Trade between Albany and Montreal. To whofe Intrigues this Event is to 

* From that Time, to the Year- 1754* this Vefieh launched there; to fecure the Command 

Garrifon was guarded only by a Lieutenant an4 of tfie La^e,* the General, before he returned 

five and twenty Men. General Shirley* s parting to Winter Quarters, ere&ed two ftrong fquare 

from the Forces deftined againft Fort Duguefne, Forts, with Baftions, commanding as weft the 

and proceeding with half the Army to Ofwego in- Entrance into the Onondaga River, as the old 

1755, was extremely fortunate to our Colonies; Fort; in the Situation of which, -Jittte Regard 

the French being then determined and prepared was had to any Thing befides the Pleafantneft 

to poflefs themielves of that Poft. Befides the of the Profpeft. 

be 
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be afcribed, cannot te certainly determined. But that it was pregnant with 
the worft Cbnfequcnces, Time has ftifficiently evinced. Nothing could more 
naturally tend to undermine the Trade at Ofovego, to advance the French 
Commerce at Niagara, to alienate the Indians from their Fidelity to Gnat- 
Brit/tin, and particularly to rivet the Defeflion of the Cagknuagas. For thefe 
refiding on the South Side of St. Lawrence, nearly oppofite to Montreal, were 
employed by the Fraicb as their Carriers ; and thus became interefted againft 
US) by Motives of the moft prevailing Nature. One would i> lagine, that 
after all the Attention bellowed on this Affair in the late Administration, 
the Obje&k>ns againft this trading Intercoiufe with Canada, muft have been 
obvious to the meaneft Capacity ; and yet £o aftoniiliing has been our Con- 
duit, that from the Time Mr. Burnet removed to Bojrcn, it has rather been 
encouraged : than reftrained. This Trade, indeed, was fubject to Duties*, 
but that at Ofw'ego always was, and ftill is, expofed to the fame Incum- 
brance; while the French Trade, in the Interval between the Years 1744. 
and 1750, was perfectly frw: and as the Duty, by the. Law then made, is 
laid only on Goods fold in the City and County of Albany, the Trader to 
elude the Aft, is only expofed to the Trouble of transiting his Merchan- 
dize, beyond the fcant Diftri6t of the City afcertained in the Charter. But 
hoto much foever our Inattention to this Matter may deferve Cenfure, I can- 
not in Juftice to my Countrymen help obfervihg, that from the fevered 
Scrutiny I could make, our People are free from the Charge of felling Am- 
munition to the French, which has fo unjuftly expofed the Inhabitants of 
Albany, to the Odium of all the Colonies in New-England *. 

The Year 173 1 was diftinguifhed, only by the complete Settlement of the 
difputed Boundary .between this Province and the Colony of Connecticut. An 
Event, confidering the late colonizing Spirit and extenfive Claims of the 
People of New-England, of no fmall Importance, and concerning which it 
may be proper to give a fuccinft Account. 

The Partition Line agreed upon, in 1 664, being confidered as fraudulent, 
or erroneous •, a fecond Agreement, fufpended only for the King's and the 
Duke's Approbation, was concluded, on the 23d of November 1683, be- 
tween Colonel Dongan and his Council, and Robert Trent, Efq; then Gover- 
nour of ConneSHcut, and fcvcral other Commiflioners appointed by that Co- 
lony. The Line of Partition, then agreed to be eftablifhed, was to begia 

* Ever fince the Year 1739, the Sale of Arms I attribute to the Confidence of the Government, 
and Ammunition to the French, has been ex- that the Calumny is entirely groundlefs. 
empt both from Dutietand a Prohibition j which. 
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at the Mouth of Byram Brook, " Where it falleth into the Sound, at a Point 
€c called Lyons Point, to go as the faid River runneth, to the Place where 
<c the common Road, or wading Place, over the faid River is ; and from 
cc the faid Road or wading Place, to go North North-weft into the Coun- 
" try, as far as will be eight Englijh Miles from the forefaid Lyons Point-, 
" and that a Line of twelve Miles, being meafured from the faid Lyon's 
" Point, according to the Line or general Courfe of the Sound Eaftward : 
" where tkj faid twelve Miles endeth, another Line fhall be run from the 
" Sound, eight Miles into the Country North North-weft, and alfo, that a 
" fourth Line be run (that is to fey) from the Northermoft End of the eight 
cc Miles Line, being the third mentioned Line, which fourth Line with the 
" firft mentioned Line, fhall be the Bounds where they fhall fall to run ; 
<c and that from the Eaftermoft End of the fourth mentioned Line (which is 
Xi to be twelve Miles in Length) a Line parrallel to Hudjbris River, in every 
" Place twenty Miles diftant from Hudfons River, fhall be the Bounds there, 
cc between the faid Territories or Province of New-Tor k, and the faid Co- 
<c lony of Connecticut fo far as Connecticut Colony doth extend Northwards ; 
" that is to the South Line of thzMdJacbufets Colony: only it is provided, 
" that in Cafe the Line from Byram Brook's Mouth, North North-weft 
" eight Miles, and the Line, that is then to run twelve Miles to the End of 
cc the third fore mentioned Line of eight Miles, do diminifh or take away 
" Land, within twenty Miles of Hudfons River, that then fo much as is in 
" Land diminifhed of twenty Miles of Hudfons River thereby, fhall be 
" added out of Connecticut Bounds unto the Line aforementioned, parallel 
" to Hudfons River and twenty Miles diftant from it; the Addition to be 
" made the whole Length of the faid parrallel Line, and in fuch Breadth, as 
" will make up, Quantity for Quantity, what fhall be diminifhed as afore- 
" faid." 

Purfuant to this Agreement fome of the Lines were a&ually run out, and 
a Report made of the Survey, which, on the 24th of February 1684, was 
confirmed by the Governour of each Colony at Milford in Connecticut. 
Here the Matter refted, till a Difpute arofe concerning the Right of Juris- 
diction over the Towns of Rye and Bedford, which occafioned a Solicitation 
at Home; and on the 28th of March 1700, King William was pleafed to 
confirm the Agreement in 1683. 

Nineteen Years afterwards, a probationary A£t was pafled, empowering 
the Governour to appoint Commiflioners, as well to run the Line parrallel to 
Hudfons River, as to re-furvey the other Lines and diftinguifh the Boundary. 

The 
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The Connediicut Agent oppofed the King'* Confirmation of this A& totis 
viribus, but it was approved on fhe 23d of January 1723. Two Years af- 
ter, the Commiffiopers and Surveyors of both Colonies met at Greenwich* 
and entered firft into an Agreement, relating to die Method of performing 
the Work. 

The Survey was immediately after executed in Part, the Report being 
dated on the 12th of May 1725 ; but the complete Settlement, was not made 
till the 14th of May 173 1, when Indentures, certifying the Execution of the 
Agreement in 1725, were mutually figned by the Coramiflioners and Sur- 
veyors of both Colonies. Upon the EftabGihment of this Partition, aTra& 
of Land lying on the ConneSlicut Side, confifting of above 60,000 Acres, 
from its Figure called the Oblongs was ceded to New-Xbrk, as an Equivalent 
for Lands near the Sound furrendered to Connecticut *. » 

The very Day after the Surrender, made by that Colony, a Patent paffed in 
London to Sir Jofefh Eyles and others, intended to convey the whole Oblong. 
A Grant pofterior to the other was alfo regularly made here, to Hauley and 
Company, of the greateft Part of the fame Tra£t, which the Britijh Paten- 
tees brought a Bill in. Chancery to repeal. But the Defendants filed an An- 
fwer, containing fo many Obje6tions againft the Englijh Patent, that the 
Suit remains ftill unprofecuted, and the American Proprietors have ever fince 
held the Pofleffion. Mr. Harifoh, of the Council, folicited this Controverfy 
for Sir Jofepb Eyles and his Partners, which contributed, in a great Degree, 
to the Troubles, fo remarkable, in a fucceeding Adminiftration. 

Governour Montgomerie died on the ift of July 173 1 ; and being a Man 
*>f a kind and humane Difpofition, his Death was not a little lamented. The 
chief Command then devolved upon Rip Van Dam, Efq; he being the oldeft 
Counfellor, and an eminent Merchant of a fair Eftate, though diftinguifhed 
more for the Integrity of his Heart, than his Capacity to hold the Reins of 
Government. He took the Oaths before 

Mr. Alexander ', Mr. De Lancey -f-, and 

Mi*. Van Horne % Mr. Courtlandt. 

Mr. Kennedy, 

* Sec Douglas's late Plan of the Britifli Do- the Univerfity. Mr. Morris, jun. was fufpended 

minions of New -England, on the fame Day, for Words droped in a Dif- 

t This Gentleman being a Youth of fine pute relating to the Governour's Draughts upon 

Parts, was called up to the Council Board on the the Revenue. 



26th of January 1729, juft after his Return from 
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This Adminiftration is unfortunately fignalized by the memorable En* 
croachment at Crown Point. An Enemy defpiled at firft for his Weaknefe, 
generally grows formidable for his Aftivity and Craft. This Obfervation is 
true, applied to private Perfons, religious Se&s, or publick States. The 
French, in Canada, have always been jealous of the increafmg Strength of 
our Colonies $ and a Motive of Fear led them, naturally, to concert ft re- 
gular Syftem of Conduft for then* Defence. Confining us to fcant Limits 
along the Sea Coaft, is the grand Objeft they have long had in View ; and 
feizing the important Pafles from Canada to Louifania^ feducing our Indian 
Allies, engroffing the Trade, and fortifying the Routes into their Country, 
were all proper Expedients towards the Execution of their Plan. By ereft- 
ing Fort St. Frederick, they fecured the abfolute Command of Lake Cham- 
plain, through which we muft pafs, if ever a Defcent be made upon Canada y 
either to conquer the Country, or harafs its Out-fetdements. The Garrifon 
was, at firft, fituated on the Eaft Side of the Lake, near the South End * 
but was afterwards built upon a commodious Point on the oppofite Side. Of 
all their Infraftions of the Treaty of Utrecht \ none was more palpable than 
this. The Country belonged to the Six Nations, and the very Spot, upon 
which the Fort ftands, is included within a Patent, to Dellius the Dutch- 
Minifter of Albany ', granted under the Great Seal of this Province in 1696* 
Befides, nothing could be more evident than the Danger to which it ex- 
pofed us. Through this Lake the French Parties made their ancient bloody 
Incurfions upon ScheneSlady, the Mohawks Caftles, and Deerfield ; and the 
Erection of this Fort was apparently adapted, to facilitate the Inroads of 
the Enemy, upon the Frontiers of the Colonies of New-York, Majachufets 
Bay, and New-Hampjhire. For it ferved not only as an Afylum to fly to* 
after the Perpetration of their Inhumanities, but for a Magazine of Provi- 
sions and Ammunition •, and though it was much above 120 Miles from the 
very City of Albany, yet by the Conveyance through Serel River and the Lake, 
it may be reinforced from Montreal in three or four Days *. 

The Majfachufets Government forefaw the dangerous Confequences of the 
French Fort at Crown Point, and Governour Belcher gave us the firft Infor- 

* The prefent Fort at Crown Point is faid to George, employed inereSing Foit William Henry 

be a Square with four Baftions, and a high Caftie in 1755, the French threw up ati advanced Work 

within the Walls. It has no Ditch, but is at Tieonondercge y near the North-eaft End of. 

ftrengthened by a Redoubt, and mounts fix and. Lake George: an important Pafs about 16 Miles, 

thirty fmall Cannon. While the Colony Forces,, to the Southward of Yoxt Frederick*. 
confifting of about 4000 Militia, lay at Lake 

i mation* 
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mation of it, in a Letter from Boflon to Mr. Van Dam. He informed him 
of the Vote of the General Court, to bear their Proportion of the Charge of 
an Embaffage to Canada, to forbid the Works, and prefled him to engage 
the Opposition of the Six Nations. Van Dam laid the Letter before his 
Council, on die 4th of February 1732; who, with fingular Calmnefs, ad- 
vifed him to write to the Commiffioners of Indian Affairs, at Albany, order- 
ing them to enquire, whether the Land belonged to the Confederates or the 
River Indians. That Mr. Van Dam ever wrote to the Commiffioners, I have 
not been able to difcover ; nor whether any Complaint of the Encroachment 
was fent Home, according to the fecond Advice of Council on the nth of 
February ; who, befides the firft Step, were now pleafed to recommend his 
tranfmiting Governour Belcher's Letter and the Bojlon Vote to the feveral 
South-weftern Colonies. 

The Paffivenefs we difcovered, on this impudent and dangerous Invafion 
of his Majefty's Rights, is truly aftoniftiing ; and the more fo, as the Crown 
had, at that Time, four Independent Companies, which had long been poft- 
gd here for our Prote&ion, at the annual Expence of about 7500/. Sterling. 
A very good Scheme, in fbme Meafure, to repair this (hamefrri Mifconduft, 
was afterwards proje&ed, by fettling the Lands near Lake George, with loyal 
Proteftant Highlanders from Scotland. Captain Laughlin Campbel, encou- 
raged by a Proclamation to that Purpofe, came over in 1737, and ample 
Promifes were made to him. He went upon the Land, viewed and approved 
it; and was entreated to fettle there, even by the Indians, who were taken 
with his Highland Drefs. Mr. Clarke, the Lieutenant Governour, promifed 
him, in a printed Advertifement, the Grant of 30,000 Acres of Land, free 
from all but the Charges of the Survey and the King's Quit Rent. Confiding 
on the Faith of the Government, Captain Campbel went Home to IJla, fold 
his Eftate, and, fhortly after, tranfported, at his. own Expence, 83 Prote- 
ftant Families, confifting of 423 Adults, befides a great Number of Chil- 
dren. Private Faith and publick Honour loudly demanded the fair Execu- 
tion of a Projeft, fo expenfive to the Undertaker and beneficial to the Co- 
lony. But it unfortunately droped, through the fordid Views of fbme Per- 
fons in Power, who aimed at a Share in the intended Grant; to which 
Campbel, who was a Man of Spirit, would not confent. 

Captain Campbel, afterwards, made an Attempt to redrefs himfelf, by an 
Application to the Affembly here, and then to the Board of Trade in Eng- 
land The firft proved abortive, and fuch were the Difficulties attending the 
iaft, that he left his Colonifts to themfelves ; and with the poor Remains of 

A a 2 his 
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his broken Fortune purchafed a (mail Farm in this Province. No Man was 
better qualified than he, for the Bufinefe he had engaged in. He had a high 
"Senfe of Honour and a good Underftanding : was a&ive, loyal, and of a 
military Difpofition. For upon the News of the late Rebellion in Scotland, 
he went Home : fought under the Duke, returned to his Family and foon 
after died $ leaving a Widow and feveral Children,* who ftill feel the Confer 
quences of his Disappointments. ■ < . 

Mr. Van Dam finifhed his Adminiftration, on the ift >of Augyft 1732 ; 
when William CoJby> Efq* arrived, with a Commifiion, io govern this and 
the Province of New-Jerfey. The Hiftory of our publick Tr&nfadions, 
from this Period, -to the prefent Time, is full of important and entertaining 
Events, which I leave others to relate. A very near -Relation to the Authour 
had fo great a Concern in the publick. Controverfies with Colonel Cojiy, that 
the Hiftory of thbfe Times will be better received from a more difinterefted 
Pen. To fupprefs Truth on the one Hand, or exaggerate it, on the other, 
are both inexcufable Faults, and perhaps it would be difficult for me to avoid 
thofe Extremes. Befides, a Writer, who expofes the Conduct of the Living, 
will inevitably meet with their Fury and Refentment. The prudent Hifto- 
rian of his own Times will always be a Coward, and never give Fire, tilk 
Death protects him from the Malice and Stroke of his Enemy. 
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A Geographical Defer iption of the Country. 

THE Province of New-Tork, at prefent, contains Long Ifland, Sta~ 
ten IJlandy and the Lands, on the Eaft Side of Hudforis River, to 
the Bounds of Connecticut. From the Divifion Line between that 
Colony and the Maffachufets Bay, Northward, to the Line between us and the 
French* we claim an Extent to ConneSticut River *. On the Weft Side of 

Hudfons- 



* The Grounds of this Claim are contained 
ia- the following Report of a Committee, of 
Council, to Governour Clinton, on the 2d of 
March 1753, which was drawn up by Mr. Alex- 



" alfo the Surveyor General's and die Attorney 
" General's Reports on the (aid two Petitions : 
u the Committee having maturely weighed and- 
" confidered of the fame, humbly beg Leave to. 
" report to your Excellency j 



May it pltafe your Excellency, 
€€ In Obedience to your Excellency's Order, 
.** in Council, of the 3d Day of July laft, re- 
«* ferring to a Committee thereof, the Petitions 
u of Robert Livingjton, jun. Efqj and of the 
u Owners of a certain Trad of Land called 
** Weftenhooky complaining of new Claims and 
** Encroachments made upon their Lands by 
** the Inhabitants of the Maffaclmfets Bay> and 



" ifi 9 That they apprehend the Claims of 
Maffachufets Bay to the Manor ©f Living flon*. 
or the faid Tradt of Land called U r eJlenhook> 
cannot be well founded; becaufe they find 
that the Dutch claimed the Colony of A r <w 
Netherlands as extending from Cape Cod to 
Cape Cornelius, now called Cape Hcnlofen 9% 
Weftward of Delaware Bay, along the Sea. 
Coaft, and as far back. into the Country, as 



anv 
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Hudfotis River from the Sea to the Latitude of 41 ° lies Ntw-Jerfey. The 
Line of Partition between that Province and this, from that Latitude to 

the 



44 any of the Rivera within thofc Limits extend; 
44 and that they were actually poffefled of Con- 
44 tiefiicut Riverf long before any other Euro- 
44 peon People knew* any Thing of theExiftence 
44 of fuch a River, and were not only poflfeffed 
44 of the Mouth of it, where they had a Fort 
u and Garrifon, but difcovered the River above 
44 a hundred Miles up, had their People trading 
44 there, and purchased of the Natives almoft 
41 all the Lands on both Sides of the faid River. 

44 idly, Xhat Governor Stuyvefant^ the Dutch 
* 4 Govtmor of the faid Province, by his Let- 
44 ter dated the 2d of September 1664, New 
44 Stile, in Anfwer to a Letter from Governor 
44 Richard Nicolls of the -|£ Auguft preceding, 
44 demanding the Surrender of all the Forts and 
44 Places of Strength poflefled by the Dutch un- 
44 der his (Governor Stuyvefant's) Command, 
44 writes as follows:—* 4 Moreover it's without 
44 Difpute, and acknowledged by all the World, 
44 that our PredecefTors by virtue of the Com- 
" -miflion and Patent of the faid Lords the States 
44 Generals, have without Controul, and peace- 
44 ably (the contrary never coming to our 
44 Knowledge) enjoyed Fort Orange about 48 
** or 50 Years ; and Manhaians about 41 or 42 
44 Years; the South-River 40 Year,s, and the 
44 Frejh River about 36 Years." Which laft 
44 mentioned River, the Committee find to be 
4< the fame, that is now called Conneclicut River. 

" Zdly, That the faid Dutch Governor Stuy- 
44 vejantdld, in the Year 1664, furrenderall the 
44 Country, which the Dutch did then poflefs, 
Ai to King Charles the Second, and that the 
44 States General made a Ceffion thereof, by the 
4< Treaty of Breda, in the Year 1667: that 
* 4 the Dutch reconquered Part of this Province 
44 in 1673, and furrendered and abfolutely yield - 
44 ed it to King Charles the Second, in 1673 4, 
4< by the Treaty of London ; and that in the 
44 Year 1674, King Charles granted totheDuke 
41 of York, all the Land between Conne£ficut 
4< River and Delaware Bay ; the whole of thefe 
44 Lands being Part of the former Colony of 
« New Netherland. 



4f \th, That the Duke of York in his feveral 
44 Com millions to Major Edmund jfndrofs, on 
-**£thc ift of July 1674, and to Governor Don- 
'Hgan on the 30th of September 1682, among 
44 other Defcriptions of the Boundaries of this 
" Province, mentions all the Land from the 
44 Weft Side of Conneclicut River to the Eaft 
44 Side of Delaware Bay : that their Majeftics 
44 King IVilliam and Queen Mary, by their 
44 Commiflion, bearing Date the fourth Day of 
44 January, in the firft Year of their Majefties 
" Reign, appointed Henry Sloughter to be Go- 
44 vernour of the Province of New-York, and 
44 Territories depending thereon ; the Bounda- 
44 ries whereof to Conneclicut River, on the Eaft, 
44 were notorious, by the Grant and other 
44 Commiflions aforefaid, and many other Grants 
44 and Commiflions relating to the fame. 

" 5'*> That the Committee apprehend Con- 
44 nedicut River continued the Eaft Bounds of 
44 this Province, until the 28th of March 1700, 
44 when, by King/^/7/Vw^^*«flrmaWon0fi* 
44 Agreement between this Province and Con- 
44 nedicut, the Weftern Bounds of that Colony 
44 were fettled at twenty Miles from Hud) oris 
44 River: and they cannot find any other Ake- 
44 ration in the Eaftern Bounds of this Province, 
44 and have no Reafon to believe any other was 
44 made before, or fince, that Time. 

44 6th, That King James the Firft, by Let- 
44 ters Patents bearing Date the 3d of November, 
44 in the 18th Year of his Reign, granted unto 
44 the Council of Plymouth, from forty to forty- 
44 eight Degrees of North Latitude inclufive, in 
44 which there is a Recital to this.Purpofe.— — 
44 Now for as much as the King has been cer- 
44 tainly given to underftand, by divers good 
44 Subjects that have, for thefe many Years frc- 
44 qucnted thofe Coafts and Territories, between 
44 the Degrees of 40 ° and 48 ., that there are 
44 no other Subje&s of any Chriftian King or 
State, or by any Authority from their Sove- 
reigns, Lords, or Princes, actually in Poflef- 
fion of any the faid Lands or Precin&r, 
whereby any Right! Claim, Intcreft, or Titfe, 

44 may, 



« 
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the other Station on Detawar*, is unfettled. From thence, wherefoeVer it 
may be fixed, we claim all the Lands, on the Eaft Side of Delaware, to the 

North 



" may, or ought, by that Means, to accrue or 
" belong to them," &c. And alfo a Provifoe 
" in thefc Words, " Provided always, that the 
" faid Lands, Iflands, or any of the Premifles, 
" by the faid Letters Patent intended or meant 
«« to be granted, were not* then taftually poflefled 
«? or inhabited by any other Chriftian Power or 
" State." Which Patent, the Committee con- 
" ceive, could not yeft any Thing in the Gran- 
<c tees, by Reafon of the faid Recital and Con- 
"" dition upon which it was granted ; Part of the 
" Premifles being then actually poflefled by the 
" Dutch, and moft of the faid Colony of New 
* c Netherland being within" the Bounds thereof. 

" ph, That the Council of Plymouth, by 
" their Deed dated the 19th of March, in the 
" third Year of King Charles the Firft, granted 
" to Sir Henry Roffwell and others. Part of what 
" wa3 fuppofed to he granted by the faid Letters 
** Patent, which Grant, from the (kid Council 
" of Plymouth, the Committee take to be void, 
" as founded upon the faid void Patent. 

" 8th, That he the faid Sir Henry Roffwell, 
< c and others, obtained a Grant and Confirmation 
u thereof, from the Crown, under the Great 
" Seal of England, dated the 4th of March, in 
" the fourth Year of King Charles the Firft, 
€< within which Grant and Confirmation, the 
" Province of. Majfathufets Bay is included ; 
€i which Grant and Confirmation _was adjudged 
" void in the high Court of Chancery of, England 
** in the Year 1684. And the Committee are. 
c . c of Opinion, that nothing, to the Weftward 
" of Conneclicut Jliver, could pafs by that Grant 
" and Confirmation ; for that his Majefty could 
" not have had an Intention to grant the fame, 
" it being then poflefled by the Dutch, as before 
" mentioned. 

" qth, That the Committee conceive theln- 
" habitants of Maffachufets Bay can claim no- 
" thing at prefent, but what is granted them 
" by their laft Charter in 1691 ; all their other 
" Grants and Charters being either void of them- 
*« felves, or declared fo in the Chancery f of 
" England. 



" 10th, That the Bounds granted, by this 
" Charter, are Weftward as far as the Colonies 
" of Rhode Ifland, Connefticut, and the Narra- 
" gtnfit Country : which Words being in tjict 
<c Cafe of a Grant from the Crown, the Com- 
" mittee conceive, cannot extend their Bounds 
u farther than to Conneclicut Colony, and there- 
" fore not to Conneclicut River, and much lefs to 
" the Weftward of it; becaufe Conneclicut it- 
" fclf, at the Time of that Charter, did not, 
" in the Knowledge of the Crown, extend 
"'Weftward of that River; nor did till nine 
u Years after, when, by the royal Approbation, 
<c the Agreement between this Province and 
" that Colony taking Place, (which was not to 
" be in Force till fuch Approbation) the Bounds 
<c of that Colony were fettled as is before men^ 
" tioned : and the Committee conceive it to, be 
" againft Reafon, to fuppofe that the Crown in- 
" tended, by the faid Charter, to grant any 
" Part of the Province of New-York, under the 
" then immediate Government of the Crown, 
c< without exprefs Mention thereof in the Char- 
" ter ; and without Notification thereof -to 
" tienry Sloughter, then Governor of this Pro^ 
" vince, that the Crown had granted fuch * 
" Part of what was before within his Jurifilio' 
" tion by their Majefties Commiflion aforefaid 
" to him. 

" nth, That both the Patents, under .which 
" the Petitioners claim, the Committee find 
* c were granted under the Great Seal of this* 
<c .Province ; that of the Manor of Lhnngfton 
" in 1686, and that of lVefltnhwk in 1735. 
" And that the Lands contained in the faid 
" Grants are, the Committee apprehend, with* 
<c in the Jurfdidton of this Province, they being 
" both Weft of Conneclicut River. 

" 12th, That the Committee are of Opinion, 
" the Attempts of the Inhabitants of the MaJJa- 
" chufet's Bay, to make Encroachments upon 
" any Lands, granted by Letters Patent under 
" the Great Seal of New-York, or upon any 
" Lands within the Jurifdi&ion of this Province, 
«* are difrefpe&ful to his Majefty's Authority, 
B b " tend 
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North Line of Pennjyhania ; and all the Territory, on both Sides of the 
Mohawks River, and Weftward to the Iflhmus at Niagara : in a Word, all 
the Country belonging to the Crown of Great-Britain, not already granted; 
for we are to confider New-Tork among her Sifter Colonies, to borrow a Law 
Phrafe, as a Refiduary Legatee. 

Hence we have, from the Begining, been expofed to Controverfies about 
Limits. The New- Jerfey Claim includes feveral hundred thoufand Acres, 
and has not a little impeded the Settlement of the Colony. The Difputc 
with the Majfacbufet's Bay is ftill more important, and, for feveral Years 
paft, occafioned very confiderable Commotions. The New-Hampjhire Pre- 
tentions have, as yet, expofed us to no great Trouble. But when all thofe 
Claims are fettled, a new Controverfy will probably commence with die Pro- 
prietaries of Pennsylvania. 

• This Province was, in 169 1, divided, by an Aft of Affembly, into twelve 
Counties, which I Ihall dcfcribe in their Order. 

4i tend to the Difturbance of the Subje&s of this 4C Steps taken towards removing all Caufes of 

** Province, and may be the Caufe of great " Encroachments, or Drfturbances, for the fu- 

4C Mifchiefs and Diforders. " ture, as may be agreeable to Equity and Juf- 

41 13/A, That the Steps taken by the faid In- " tice: to the End, that good Underftandmg 

* habitants, even were the Bounds of this Pro- " maybe preferved, which ought to fubfift be- 
". vince doubtful and unfettled, are Intrufions, (< tween Fellow Subje&s and neighbouring Pro- 
44 and difrcfpe£tful to his Majefty's Authority. " vinces. 

" And laJNy, The Committee are of Opini- 

" on, that a Copy of fo much of this Report, " AH which is nevelthelefs humbly fubmitted, 
** as {hall be approved of by your Excellency 

" and the Council, be tranfmitted to the Lieute- " by Order of the Committee, 
ic nant Governor of the Province of Maffachu- 

« fit's Bay, requefting that he would take effec- " James Db Lancey, Otiuiuuft * 
** tual Meafures, that all Encroachments and 

u Difturbance*, by the People of that Colony, The Government of the Majfachufefs Bay 

44 on his Majefty's Subje£b of this Province, be never exhibited the keafons of their Claim, ! in 

*« flayed ; and that he would lay this Matter be- Anfwer to this Report, but continued their En- 

«« fore the next General Court, that they may croachmenta : and, fti the Spring,* *755, -fiir- 

*' inform your Excellency, by what Warrant veyed and fold Lands* lying TeveraflMiteb Weft* 

a they claim or exercife any Right to Soil or of the Eaftern Extent of the Mahor of Living- 

** Jurifd&ion, Weftward of Connetticut River ; Jim and the Patent of C/averact. 
44 that the lame may be confidercd, and fueh 
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The City and Coun.ty of NEW-YORK. 

THE City of New-Tori, at firft, included only the Ifland, called by 
the Indians, Manbatans 5 Manning's Ifland, the two Barn Iflands and 
the three Oyfter Iflands were in the County. But the Limits of the City- 
haw (ince been augmented by Charter. The Ifland is very narrow, not A 
Mile wide at a Medium, and about 14 Miles in Length. The South-weft 
Point projefts into a fine fpacious Bay, nine Miles long and about four in 
Breadth ; at the Confluence of the Waters of Hudforis River, and the 
Streight between Long Ifland and the Northern Shore. The Narrows, at the 
South End of the Bay, is fcarce two Miles wide, and opens the Ocean to full 
View. The Paflage up to New-York from Sandy Hook, a Point that extends 
fartheft into the Sea, is fafe, and not above five and twenty Miles in Length. 
The common Navigation is between the Eaft and Weft Banks, in two or 
three and twenty Feet Water. But it is faid that an eighty Gun Ship may be 
brought up, through a narrow, winding, unfrequented, Channel, between 
the North End of the Eaft Bank and Coney Ifland. 

The City has, in Reality, no natural Bafon or Harbour. The Ships lie 
off in the Road, on the Eaft Side of the Town, which is docked out, and 
better built than the Weft Side, becaufc the Freftiets in Hudfons River, fill 
it in fome Winters with Ice. 

The City of New-Tori, as I have clfewhere had Occafion to mention, 
" confifts of about two thoufand five hundred Buildings. It is a Mile in 
" Length, and not above half that in Breadth. Such is its Figure, its Cen- 
" ter of Bufincfs, and the Situation of the Houfes, that the mean Cartage 
" from one Part to another, does n<Jt exceed above one Quarter of a Mile, 
" than which nothing can be more advantageous to a trading City." 

It is thought to be as healthy a Spot as any in the World. The Eaft and 
South Parts, in general, are low, but the reft is fituated on a dry, elevated, 
Soil. The Streets are irregular, but being paved with round Pebbles are 
clean, and lined with well built Brick Houles, many of which are covered 
with tiled Rooft. 

No Part of America is fupplied with Markets abounding with greater 
Plenty and Variety. We have Beef, Pork, Mutton, Poultry, Butter, wild 
Fowl, Venifon, FUh, Roots, and Herbs, of all Kinds, in their Seafons. Our 
Oyfters are a confiderable Article in the Support of the Poor. Their Beds 

B b 2 are 
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are within View of the Town; a Fleet of two hundred finall Craft, are 
often feen there, at a Time, when the Weather is mild in Winter ; and this 
fingle Article is computed to be worth annually 10 or 12,000 /. 

This City is the Metropolis and grand Mart of the Province, and, by its 
commodious Situation, commands alfo all the Trade of the Weftem Part of 
Connetlicut and that of Eafl Jerfey. " No Seafon prevents our Ships from 
<c launching out into the Ocean. During the greateft Severity of Winter, 
u an equal, unreftrained, A&ivity runs through all Ranks, Orders, and 
" Employments." 

Upon the South- weft Point of the City ftands the Fort, which is a Square 
with four Baftions. Within the Walls is the Houfe in which our Gover- 
nours ufualJy refide ; and oppofite to it Brick Barracks, built formerly, for 
the Independent Companies. The Governour's Houfe is in Heighth three 
Stories, and fronts to the Weft ; having, from the fecond Story, a fine Pro- 
fpeft of the Bay and the Jerfey Shore. At the South End there was formerly 
a Chapel, but this was burnt down in the Negroe Confpiracy of the Spring 
1 74 1. According to Govemour Burnet's Obfervations, thi^jFort ftands in 
the Latitude of 40 42' N. 

Below the Walls of the Garrifon, near the Water, we have lately raifed a 
Line of Fortifications, which commands the Entrance into the Eaftem Road 
and the Mouth of Hudfons River. This Battery is built of Stone, and the 
Merlons confift of Cedar Joifts, filled in with Earth. It; mounts 92 Can- 
non, and thefe are all the Works we have to defend us. About fix Furlongs, 
South-eaft of the Fort, lies Notten lfland* containing about 100 or 120 Acres, 
referved by an A£t of Aflembly as a Sort of Demefhe for the Governours, 
upon which it is propofed to ere6l a ftrong Caftle, becaufe an Enemy might 
from thence eafily bombard the City, without being annoyed either by our 
Battery, or the Fort. During the late War a Line of Palifadoes was run 
from Hudfons to the Eaft River, at the other End of the City, with Block- 
houfes at finall Diftances. The greater Part of thefe ftill remain as a Monu- 
ment of our Folly, which coft the Province about 8000/. 
• The Inhabitants of New-Tor k are a mixed People, but moftly defcended 
from the original Dutch Planters. There are ftill two Churches, in which 
religious Worfhip is performed in that Language. The old Building is of 
Stone and ill built, ornamented within by a finall Organ Loft and Brafs 
Branches. The new Church is a high, heavy, Edifice, has a very extenfivc 
Area, and was completed in 1729. It has no Galleries, and yet will per- 
haps contain a thoufand or twelve hundred Auditors. The Steeple of this 

Church 
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Church affords a raoft beautiful Profpeft, both of the City beneath and the 
furrounding Country. The Dutch Congregation is more numerous than 
any other, but as the Language becomes difufed, it is much diminiflied $ 
and unlefs they change their Worfhip into the Engli/h Tongue, muft foon 
fuffer a total Diffipation. They have at prefent two Minifters : the reve- 
rend Meffieurs Ritzma and De Ronde, who are both ftrift Cahinijts. Their 
Church was incorporated on the 1 ith of May, 1696, by the Name of The 
Minijier, Elders, and Deacons, of the reformed Protcjiant Dutch Church of the 
City of New- York, and its Eftate, after the Expiration of fundry long Leafes, 
will be worth a very great Income *. 

All the Low Dutch Congregations, in this and the Province of New-Jer- 
fey, worfhip after the Manner of the reformed Churches in the United Pro- 
vinces. With Refpecl to Government, they are in Principle Prefbyterians ; 
but yet hold themielves in Subordinatioji to the Claffis of Amjlerdam, who 
fometimes permit, and at other Times refufe, them the Powers of Ordina- 
tion; Some of their Minifters confider fuch a Subjection as anti-confti- 
tutional, and hence in feveral of their late annual Conventions, at New- 
Tork, called the Ccetus, fome Debates have arifen amongft them -, the Majo- 
rity being inclined to ere<5l a Claffis, or ecclefiaftical Judicatory, here, for 
the Government of their Churches. Thofe of their Minifters, who are Na- 
tives of Europe, are, in general, averfe to the Projedt. The Expence attend- 
ing the Ordination of their Candidates, in Holland, and the Reference of 
their Difputes to the Claffis of Amjierdam, is very confiderable $ and with 
what Confequences, the Interruption of their Correfpondence with the Eu- 
ropean Dutch, would be attended, in Cafe of a War, well deferves their Coii- 
fideration. 

There are, befides the Dutch, two epifcopal Churches in this City, upon 
the Plan of the eftablifhed Church in South Britain. Trinity Church was 
built in 1696, and afterwards enlarged in 1737. It ftands very pleafantly 
upon the Banks of Hudfons River, and has a large Cemetery, ton each Side, 
inclofed in the Front by a painted paled Fence. Before it a long Walk is 
railed off from the Broad-way, the pleafanteft Street of any in the whole 
Town. This Building is a"bout 148 Feet long, including the Tower and 
Chancel, and 72 Feet in Breadth. The Steeple is 175 Feet in Height, and 
over the Door facing the River is the following Infcription. 

* Their Charter was confirmed by a late recites the VIHth Article of the Surrender in 
A^l of Aflembly ratified by hisMajefty, which J664. 

PER 
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cc Hoc Trinitatis Templum fundatum eft Anno Regni Uluftriffiroi, fth- 
" premi, Domini Gulielmi tertii, Dei Gratia, Angliae, Scoriae, Franciaeet 
c< Hibemiae Regis, Fidei Defenforis, &c. O&avo, Annoq; Domini 1696. 

cc Ac voluntaria quorundam Contxibutione acDonis iEdificatum, maxime 
" autem, dilefti Regis Chiliarchae Ben jamini Fletcher, hujus Provincial 
" ftrataeci & Imperatoris, Munificentia animatumet au&um, cujus tempore 
" moderaminis, hujus Civitatis incolae, Religionem proteftantem Ecclefi* 
" Anglicanae, ut fecundum Legem nunc ftabilite profitentes, quodam Di- 
" plomate, fub Sigillo Provincial incorporati funt, atque alias Piurimas, ex 
" Re fua familiari, Donationes notabiles eidem dedit.'" 

The Church is, within, ornamented beyond any other Place of publick 
Worfhip amongft us. The Head of the Chancel is adorned with an Altar- 
piece, and oppofite to it, at the other End of the Building, is the Organ. 
The Tops of the Pillars, which fupport the Galleries, are decked with the 
gilt Bulls of Angels winged. From the Cieling are fufpended two Glafi 
Branches, and on the Walls hang the Arms of fome of its principal Bene- 
factors. The Allies are paved with flat Stones. 

The prefent Re&or of this Church is the Rev. Mr. Henry Barclay, for- 
merly a Miflionary among the Mohawks, who receives a 100 /. a Year, levied 
upon all the other Clergy and Laity in the City, by Virtue of an AGt of 
Affembly procured by Governour Fletcher. He is aflifted by Dr. Jobnfon and 
Mr. Aucbmuty. 

This Congregation, partly by the Arrival of Strangers from Europe, but 
principally by Profelytes from die Dutch Churches, is become £o numerous, 
that though the old Building will contain 2000 Hearers, yet a new one was 
ercfted in 1752. This, called St. George's Chapel, * is a very neat Edifice, 
faced with hewn Stone and tiled. The Steeple is lofty f, but irregular » 
and its Situation in a new, crowded, and ill-built, Part of the Town. 

The Reftor, Churchwardens, and Veftrymen of Trinity Churth, are in^ 
corporated by an Aft of Aflembly, which grants the two laft the Advowfon 
or Right of Prefentation ; but enacts, that the Re&or fhall be infHtuted and 
induced in a Manner moft agreeable to the King's Inftru&ions to the Gol 
vernour, and the canonical Right of the Bifhop of London. Their Wqrfhip 

* The Length, exclufiye of the Chancel, 92 f On* hundred and feventy-five Feet, 
Feet* and its Breadth 20 Feet left. 

2 is 
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is conduced after the Mode of the Church of England; and with Refpeft 
to Government, they are empowered to make Rules and Orders for them- 
felves, being, if I may ufe the Expreffion, an independent, ecclefiajlicaly Cor- 
poration. 

The Revenue of this Church is reftrifted, by an Aft of Aflembly, to 500/. 
per Annim ; but it is poflefled of a real Eftate, at the North End of the 
Town, which having been lately divided into Lots and let to Farm, will, in 
a few Years, produce a much greater Income. 

The Prefbyterians increafing after Lord Cornburys Return to England, 
called Mv.Anderfon, a Scotch Minifter, to the paftoral Charge of their Congre- 
gation 5 and Dr. John Nicol, Patrick Mac Night, Gilbert Livingfton and 
Thomas Smith, purchafed a Piece of Ground and founded a Church, in 171 9. 
Two Years afterwards they petitioned Colonel Schuyler, who had then the 
chief Command, for a Charter of Incorporation, to fecure their Eftate for 
religious Worfhip, upon the Plan of the Church in North-Britain -, but 
were difeppointed in their Expeftations, through the Oppofition of the epif- 
copal Party. They, fhortly after, renewed their Requeft to Governour Bur- 
net, who refered the Petition to his Council. The Epifcopalians again vio- 
lently oppofed the Grant, and the Govemour, in 1724, wrote upon theSub- 
jeft to the Lords of Trade for their Direftion. Counfellor Wefl, who was 
then confulted, gave his Opinion in thefe Words : " Upon Consideration of 
" the fcvefal Afts of Uniformity that have paffed in Great-Britain, I am of 
<c Opinion that they do not extend to New-Tbrk, and confequently an Aft 
" of Toleration is of no Ufe in that Province* and, therefore, as there is 
" lio Provincial Aft for Uniformity, according to the Church of England* 
" I am of Opinion, that by Law foch Patent of Incorporation may be 
cc granted, as by the Petition is defired. Richard Wefl* 20 Augujl, 15*24" 

After feverai Years Solicitation for a Charter in vain, and fearful that 
thofewho obftrufted fuch a reaibnable Requeft, would watch an Opportu- 
nity to give them a more efteftual Wound 5 thofe, among the Prefbyterians,. 
who were inverted with the Fee Simple of the Church and Ground, cc con- 
c< veyed it, on the 16th of March, 1730, to the Moderator of the General 
cc Aflembly of the Church of Scotland 'and the Commiflion thereof, the 

Moderator of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, the Principal of the College of 

Edinburgh, the Profeflbr of Divinity therein, and the Procurator and 
cc Agent of the Church of Scotland, for. the Time being, and their Succef- 
" fors in Office, as a Committee of the General Aflembly. On the 1 5th of 
cc Augujl, 1732, the Church. of Scotland* by an^Inftrument under the Seal 

" o£ 
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" of the General Aflembly," and figncd by Mr: Niel Campbell, Principal of 
the Uiiivcrfity of Gla/gow, and Moderator of the General Aflembly and 
Commiflion thereof; Mr, James Nejbit, one of the Minifters of the Gofpel 
at Edinburgh, Moderator of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh ; Mr. William Ha- 
milton, Principal of the Univerfity of Edinburgh ; Mr. James Smith, Profef- 
ibr of Divinity therein ; and Mr. William Grant, Advocate Procurator for 
the Church of Scotland, for the Time being; purfuant to an Aft of the Ge- 
neral Aflembly, dated the 8th of May, 1731, did declare, " That notwith- 
" Handing the aforefaid Right made to them and their Succeflbrs in Office, 
" they were defirous, that the aforefaid Building and Edifice and Appurte- 
" nances thereof, be preferved for the pious and religious Purpofes for which 
" the fame were defigned ; and that it fhould be free and lawful to the Pref- 
" byterians tlien refiding, or that fhould at any Time, thereafter, be refi- 
" dent, in, or near, the aforefaid City of Ncw-Tork, in America, or others 
" joining with them, to convene, in the forefaid Church, for the Worfhip 
" of God in all the Parts thereof, and for theDifpenfation of all Gofpel Or- 
" dinances; and generally toufe and occupy the faid Church and its Appur- . 
" tenances, fully and freely in all Times coming, they fupporting and main* 
" tainingthe Edifice and Appurtenances at their own Charge." 

Mr. Anderfon was fucceeded, in April 1727, by the Rev. Mr. Ebenezer 
Pembertoh, a Man of polite Breeding, pure Morals, and warm Devotion ; 
under whofe inceflant Labours the Congregation greatly increafed, and was 
enabled to ereft the prefent Edifice in 1/48. It is built of Stone, railed off 
from the Street, is 80 Feet long and in Breadth 60. The Steeple, raifed on 
the South-weft End, is in Height 145 Feet. In the Front to the Street, be- 
tween two long Windows, is the following Infcription gilt and cut in a black 
Slate fix Feet in Length. 

Aufpicanto Deo 

Hanc iEdem 

Cultui divino facram 

In perpetuum 

celebrando, 

AD. MDCCXIX. 

Primo f undatam ; 

Denuo penitiis reparatam 

et 
Ampliorem et ornatiorera 

AD. 
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Conftru&am, 

Neo-Eborancenfes Prdbyteriani 

Infiium et'faorum Ufum 

Cohdentes, 

Inhacvotiv^Tabiiil 

DDDQi_ 

♦ * * + 

Concordia, Amor* . 

Necnon Fidei Cultus et Morum 

Euritatc 

Suflulfa, clariuiq; exornata, 

» Annuente Chrifto, 

Longum perduret in ./Evura. . 

Mr. Alexander Camming, a young Gentleman of Learning, and lingular 
Penetration, was chbfen Colleague to Mr. Pemierton/m.iy 50 j but bothtwere 
difinifled, at their Reqneffc, about three Years afterwards * the former, through 
Indifpofition, and the latter, on Account of trifling Contentions kindled by 
the Bigotry and Ignorance of the lower Sort of People. Thefe Debates con- 
tinued till they were dofed, in April 1756, by a Decifion of the Synod, to 
which, almoft all our Prefbyterian Churches, in this and the Southern Pro- 
vinces are fubjeft. The Congregation confifls, at prefent, of 12 or 1400/ 
Souls, under the paftoral Charge of the Rev. Mr. David Bojhvick, who was 
lately tranflated from Jamaica to New-Tork> by a fynodical Decree. He is 
a.Gcntleman of a mild, catholick, Difpofition; and being a Man of Piety, 
Prudence, and Zeal, confines hixnfelf entirely to the proper Bufinefs of his 
Function. In the Art of Preaching, he is one of the moft diftinguifhed 
Clergymen in thefe Parts. His Difoourfes are methodical, found and pa- 
thetick; in Sentiment, and in Point of Diftion, Angularly ornamented. He 
delivers himfelf without Notes, and yet with great Eafe and Fluency of Ex- 
preffion; and performs every Part .of. divine Worfhip with a ftriking 
Solemnity. 

Thci^rea^Chittrhy in 1724, and the Difufeof the Lan- 

guage, is now reduced to an inconfiderable Handful. The Building which is 
of Stone nearly a Square *, plain both within and without. It is fenced from 
the Street^ has a Steeple and a Bell, the latter of which was the Gift of 

,"■ ■ C c Sir 
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Sir Henry Afshurji of London. On "the Fr6nt dt the Church is the following 
Infcription, 

iEDES SACRA 

GAL LOR.- PR OT. 

REFORM. 

FVNDA. 1704. 

PENIT VS 
R E P A R. 1741. 

The prefent Minifter, Mr. Carle, is a Native of France, and fucceeded Mr. 
Rou in 1754. He bears an irreproachable Chara&er, is very intent upon his 
Studies, preaches moderate Cahinifm, and (peaks with Propriety, both of 
Pronunciation and Gefture. 

The German Lutheran Churches are two. Both their Places of Worfhip 
are fmall : one of them has a Cupola and Bell. 

The Quakers have a Meeting-houfe, and the Moravians, a new Seft 
amongft us, a Church, confifting principally of Female Profelytes from other 
Societies. Their Service is in the Englijh Tongue; 

The Anabaptijts aflemble at a fmall Meeting-houfe, but have as yet no re- : 
gular fettled Congregation. The Jews, who are not inconfiderable for their 
Numbers, worfhip in a 9ynagogue erefted in a very private Part of the 
Town, plain without, but very neat within. 

The City Hall is a ftrong Brick Building, two Stories in Heighth, in the 
Shape of an Oblong, winged with one at each End, at right Angles with the 
firft. The Floor below is an open Walk, except two Jails and the Jailor's 
Apartments. The Cellar underneath is a Dungeon, and the Garret above a 
common Prifbn. This Edifice is ercfted in a Plaee where four Streets meet, 
and fronts, to the South-weft, one of the moft fpacious Streets in Town. 
The Eaftern Wing, in the fecond Story, confifts of the Aflembly Chamber, 
a Lobby, and a fmall Ro6m for the Speaker of the Houfe. The Weft Wing, 
on the fame Floor, forms the Council Room and a Library ; and in the Space 
between the Ends, the Supreme Court is ordinarily held. 

The Library confifts of a 1000 Volumes, which were bequeathed to 7%e 
Society for the Propagation of the Gojpel in foreign Pdrts, by Dr. Miftington, 
Reftor of Newington. Mr. Humpbrys, the Society's Secretary, in a Letter of 
the 23d of September 1728, informed Governour J^ontgonterie, that the So- 
ciety intended to place thefe Books in Ncw-2ori> intending <to eftablifh a Li* 

- ^ brary, 
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brary, for the Ufe of the Clergy and Gentlemen of this and the neighbouring 
Governments of Connecticut, New-Jerfey> and Pennjyhania, upon giving 
Security to return them 5 and defired the Governour to recommend it to the 
Aflembly> to provide a Place to repofit the Books, and to concur in an Aft 
for the Prefervation of them and others that might be added. Governour 
Montgomerie fent the Letter to the Aflembly, who ordered it to be laid before 
the City Corporation) and the latter in June 1729, agreed to provide a pro- 
per Repofitory for the Books, which were, accordingly foon after fent over. 
The greateft Part of them arc upon theological Subjects, and through the 
Careleflhefs of the Keepers many are mifling. 

In 1754, a Set of Gentlemen undertook to carry about a Subfcription to- 
wards railing a publick Library, and in a few Days colle&cd near 600 /. 
. which were laid out in purchasing, about 700 Volumes of new, well chofen, 
Books. Every Subfcriber, upon Payment of 5 /. Principal, and the annual 
Sum of 10 s. is entitled to the Ufe of thefe Books. His Right by the Ar- 
ticles is affignable, and for Non-compliance with them may be forfeited. 
The Care of tjiis Library, is commited to twelve Truftees, annually ele&ed 
by the Subfcribfers, on the laft fiie/day of April, who are reftri&ed from 
making any Rules repugnant to the fundamental Subfcription. This is the 
Begining of a Library, which in Procefs of Time will probably become vaftly 
rich and voluminous ; and it would be very proper for the Company to have 
a Charter for its Security and Encouragement. The Books are depofited in 
the fame Room with thofe given by the Society. 

Befides the City Hall, there belong to the Corporation, a large Alms-houfe 
or Place of Corredtion, and the Exchange, in the latter of which there is a 
large Room raifed upon Brick Arches, generally ufed for publick Entertain- 
.' ments, Conceits of Mufick, Balls and Aflemblies. 

Though the City was put under the Government of a Mayor, &c. in 1 665, 
it was not regularly incorporated till 1686. Since that Time feveral Char- 
ters have been pafled : the laft was granted by Governour Montgomerie on the 
15th of January 1730. 

It is divided into feven Wards, and is under the Government of a Mayor, 
Recordtr,'feven Aldermen, and as many Afiiftants or Common Councilmcn. 
The Mayor, a Sheriff, and Coroner, are annually appointed by the Gover- 
nour. The Recorder has a Patent during Pleafure. The Aldermen, Aflift- 
ants, Aifeflbrsand Collectors, .are annually ekfted by the Freemen and Free- 
holders of the reipe&ive Wards* The Mayor has the fole Appointment of a 
Deputy, and, together with four Aldermen, may appoint a Chamberlain. The 

C c 2 Mayor* 
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Mayor or Recorder, four Aldermen, and as many Affiftants, iform " 5F& 
" Common Council of the City of New-Fork-" and this Body, by a Majority of 
Voices, hath Power to make Bye-laws for the Government of theCity, whidi 
are binding only for a Year, unlefs confirmed by the Govcrnour and Council. 
They have many other Privileges relating to Ferriages, Markets, Fairs, the 
Aflize of Bread, Wine, &c. and the licenfing and Regulation of Tavern 
Keepers, Callage, and the like. The Mayor, his Deputy* the Recorder and 
Aldermen, are conftituted Juftices of the Peace $ and may hold not only a 
Court of Record once a Week, to take Cognizance of • all -civil Carries, but 
alfo a Court of General Quarter Seffions of the Peace. They have a com- 
mon Clerk, commiflioned by the Govcrnour, who. enjoys an Appointment 
worth about four or five hundred Pounds per Annum. The annual Revenue 
of the Corporation is near two thoufand Pounds. The ftanding Militia of 
the Ifland confifts of about 2300 Men *, and the City has in Referve, a 
thoufand Stand of Arms for Seamen, the Poor and others, in Cafe of an 
Invafion. - < 

The. North Eaftern Part of New-York Ifland, is inhabited,; principally, by 
Dutch Farmers, who have a {mall Village there called Harlem, pleafautty 
fituated on a Flat cultivated for the City Markets. 

WES T-C HESTER. 

THIS Cqunty is large, and includes all the Land beyoijd the Ifland of 
Manhatans along the Sounds to the Connecticut Line which is its Eaftern 
Boundary. It extends Northward to the Middle of the Highlands, and 
Weftward to Hudforis River. A great Part of this County is contained \a 
the Manors of Philipjbargb, Pelhdm, Fordham, and CourtJandt, the laflt of 
which has the Privilege of fending a Reprefentative to the General AflemMy. 
The County is tolerably fettled. The Lands are in general rough "but fer- 
tile, and therefore the Fanners run principally on Grazing. It has feveral 
Towns, Eafl-Chefer, Wejl-Chejier, Nav-Rochelle, Rye, Bedford, f and North- 
Cq/Ue. The Inhabitants are either Englifj} or Dutch TPrefby teriari?, £pifco- 
palians, Quakers and French Proteftants. The former are the molt numer- 
ous. The two Epifcopal Miflionaries are fettled at Rye and Eajt-Cbefler 9 and 

* The whole Number of the Inhabitants, Negroes j but Jhat Account is erroneous. It if 

cxclufive of Females above fixty, according to a aloft jarobable tfcat there are in the Clity 15,000 

Lift returned to the Governour, in the * Spring Souls, 
1756, amounted to 10,468 Whites, and 2275 

3 receive 
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receive each 60V. annually taxed upon the County. The Town of Weft- 
Ctyfier is an incorporated Borough, enjoying a Mayor's Court, and- the 
Right of being reprefented by a Member in Afiembly. 

DUTCHES S. 

THIS County adjoins to Weft-Chcjier^ which bounds it on the South, 
the Connecticut X,ine on the Eaft *, Hudfons River on die Weft, -and 
the County of Jllbany on the North. The South Part of this County is 
^mountainous and fit only for Iron Works, but the reft contains a great 
Quantity of good Upland well watered. The only Villages in it are jPqgft- 
keeffing and the FifaKill, though they fcarce deferve the Name. The, Inha- 
bitants on the Banks of the River are Dutch, but thofe more Eafterly Englijh- 
men, and, for the moft Part, Emigrants' from Xbnnefticut and l^Jfiand. 
There is noEpifcopal Church in it. The Growth of this County has bepn 
very fudden, and commenced but a few Years ago. Within the Memory of 
Perfons now living, it did not contain above twelve Families* and according 
to the late Returns of the Militia, it will furnifh at prefent above -2590 
fighting Men. 

ALBANY. 

> 

THIS County extends from the South Bounds of the Manor of Living- 
Jion on the Eaft Side, and TJlfter on the Weft Side of Hudfons River; 
on the North its Limits are not yet afcertained. It contains, a vaft Quantity 
of fine low Land. Its principal Commodities are Wheat, Peafe, and Pine 
Boards. 

The City of Jlbany* which is near 1 50 Miles from New-York y is fituated 
on the Weft Side of the River. There our Governours ufually treat with 
the Indian Dependents upon the Britijh Crown* The Houfes are built of 
Brick in the Dutch Tafte, and are in Number about 350. There iare two 
Churches in it. That of the Epifcopalians, die only one in this large County, is 
a ftone Building. The Congregation is but finall, almoft all the Inhabitants 

* Indefcribing the Limits of thcfcvcral Coun- perfe&, efpecially the general A& in 1691. The 

ties, I regard their Bounds according to the Ju- greateft Part of Hudfrn'% River is not included 

rifdiflion as now exercifed in each, rather than in any of our Counties* 
the Laws relating to them, which are very im* 

reforting 
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reforting to the Dutch Church, which is a plain, fquare, ftone, Edifice. 
Befides thefe they have no other publick Buildings, except the City Hall and 
the Fort; the latter of which is a ftone Square, with four Baftions, fituated 
on an Eminence which overlooks the Town, but is itfelf commanded by 
higher Ground. The greateft Part of the City is fortified only by Palifadoes, 
and in fome Places there arefmall Cannon planted in Block-houfes. Albany 
was incorporated by Colonel Dongan in 1686, and is under the Government 
of a Mayor, Recorder, fix Aldermen, and as many Affiftants. It has alio a 
Sheriff, Town Clerk, Chamberlain, Clerk of the Markets, one High Con- 
ftable, three Sub-Conftables, and a Marfhal. The Corporation is empower- 
ed befides to hold a Mayor's Court for the Trial of civil Caufes* and a Court 
of General Quarter Seffions. 

Sixteen or eighteen Miles North-weft from Albany lies ScbeneSlady, on the 
Banks of the Mohawks Brank, which falls into Hudforis River 12 Miles to 
the North of Albany. This Village is compadt and regular v built prin- 
cipally of Brick, on a rich Flat of low Land, furrounded with Hills. It 
has a large Dutch Church, with a Steeple and Town Clock near the Center. 
The Windings of the River through the Town, and the Fields (which are 
often overflowed in the Spring) form, about Harveft, a moil beautiful Pro- 
lpeft. The Lands in the Vale of ScbeneSlady are fo fertile, that they are com- 
monly Ibid at 45 /. per Acre. Though the Farmers ufe no Kind of Manure 
they till the Fields every Year, and they always produce full Crops of Wheat 
or Peafc. Their Church was incorporated by Governour Cojby^ and the 
Town has the Privilege of fending a Member to the Aifembly. 

From this Village our Indian Traders fet out in Battoes for Ofwego. The 
Mohawk's River, from hence to Foil Hunter, abounds with Rifts and Shoals, 
which in the Spring give but little Obftru&ion to the Navigation. From 
thence to its Head, or rather to the Portage into the Wood Creek, the Con- 
veyance is eafy and the Current lefs rapid. The Banks of this River are, in 
general, low, and the Soil exceeding good* Our Settlements, on the North 
Side> extend to Burnefs Field, a Flat inhabited by Germans, which produces 
Wheat and Peafe in furprifing Plenty. On the South Side, except a few 
Scotch Irijh in Cherry Valley at the Head of Sufquehanna, we have but few 
Farms Weft of the three German Towns on Scbobare, a. fmall Creek which 
empties itfelf into the Mohawk's River, about 20 Miles Weft of SchcneBady. 
The Fur Trade at Ofwego, is one of the principal Advantages of this County. 
The Indians refort thither in May, and the Trade continues till the latter 
End of July. A good Road might be made from Scheneftady to Ofwego. In 

the 
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the Summer 1755, fat Cattle were eafdy driven there for the Army tinder 
the Command of General Shirley. 

The principal Settlements to the Northward of Albany are Conncfligiune, 
Eaftward of Schenedtady on the Mohawk's River, which a little lower tumbles 
down a Precipice of about 70 Feet high, called the Cahoes. The Surprife, 
which as one might imagine, would naturally be excited by the View of fo ^ 
great a Catara6t, is much diminifhed by the Heighth of the Banks of the 
River j befides, the Fall is as uniform as a Mill-dam, being uninterrupted by . 
the Projection of Rocks. 

At Scaghtabcok, on the Eaft Side of the North Branch of Hudfons River, 
there are a few Farms, but many more feveral Miles fo the Eaftward, and 
about 25 Miles from Albany, in the Patent of Hofick. Thefe were all broke 
up by an Irruption of French and Indians, who on the 28th of Augujl 1754, 
killed and fcalped two Perfons, and fet Fire to the Houfes and Barns. 

About 40 Miles to the Northward of Albany \ on the Weft Side of the Ri- 
ver, lies Saragtoga, a. fine Traft of low Land, from which feveral Families 
were driven by the French Indians, in the late War, A Projeft of pttrcfafiffe 
thefe Lands from the Proprietors, fettling them with Indians, raifing a F^S 
there and cultivating the Soil for them, has been often talked of (ince Cap- , 
tain CampbelTs Difappointment, as a proper Expedient to curb die fcalpiog 
Parties fent out from Crown Point. 

In the Southern Part of the County of Albany, on both Sides of HauUbn's . 
River, the Settlements are very fcattered, except within twelve Miles of tfie" 
City, when the Banks become low and accefiible. The Hlands here, which, 
are many, contain perhaps the fineft Soil in the World. 

There are two Manors in the County, Rcnjlaerwick and Living/Ion, which 
have each the Privilege of lending a Member to the Affembly. The Tenants 
of thefe Manors, and of the Patents of Claverack, have free Farms at the an-' 
nual Rent of a Tenth of the Produce, which has as yet been neither exa£ted 
nor paid. At Ancram in the Manor of Livingfton is an Iron Furnace, about 
1 4 Miles from the River. Itsbeft and moft improved Lands lie at *facbanic in 
the Eaftern Parts, which have of late been much diffurbed by the Inroads 
of the Maffachtifefs Bay, on this and the Patents of Wejlernhook and Claverack. 

The Winters in this County are commonly fevere, and Hudfons River 
freezes fo hard a hundred Miles to the Southward of Albany, as to bear Sleds 
loaded with great Burdens. Much Snow is very ferviceable to the Farmer* 
here, not only in protefting their Grain from the Froft, but in facilitating 

3 ' thc 
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the Tranfportation of their Boards and other Produce, to the Banks of the 
River againft the enfuing Spring, 

ULSTER. 

THIS County joins to that of Albany, on the Weft Side of Hudfon* 
River. Its Northern Extent is fixed at Sawyers Rill : the Rivers De- 
laware and Hudfon bound it Eaft and Weft, and a Weft Line from the Mouth 
of Murderers Creek is its Southern Limit. 

The Inhabitants are Dutch, French, Englijh, Scotch, and Irijh, but the 
firft and the laft are moft numerous. The Epifcopalians in this County are 
fo inconfiderable, that their Church is only a mean Log-houfe. The moil 
confiderable Town is Kingjlon, fituated about two Miles from Hud/on s Ri- 
ver. It contains about 150 Houfes moftly of Stone, is regularly laid out 
on a dry level Spot, and has a large ftone Church and Court-houfe near the 
Center. It is thought to refemble ScheneElady, but far exceeds it in its Eleva- 
tfeiV On the North Side of the Town, the Efopus Kill winds through rich 
an<? Beautiful Lawns. ThePtople of TJlJler having long enjoyed an undif- 
turfed Tranquility, are fome of the tooft opulent Farmers in the whole 
Colony. 

.This. County is moft noted for fine Flour, Beer, and a good Breed of 
Draiight Horfes. At the Commencement of the Range of the Jpalacbian 
Hills, about 10 Miles from Hudfon* River, is an inexhauftible Quarry of 
Millftones, which far exceed thofe from Colen in Europe, formerly imported 
here, and fold at 80 /. a Pair. The Marbletown Millftones coft not a fourth 
Part of that Sum. This and the Counties of Dutckefs and Orange abound, 
with Lime-ftone, and on the Banks of Hudfon s River are found great Bodies 
of blue Slate. 

The principal Villages, befides Kingfton, are Marbletown, Hurley, Rochejer, 
New Paltz, and the Wall-kill, each of which is furrounded with fiaeTrafts 
of low Land. The Militia of Uljler is about 15 or 1600 Men and a Com- 
pany of Horfe. 

ORANGE 

CO U N T Y is divided by a Range of Mountains, ftretching Weftward 
from Hudforis River, called The Highlands. On the North Side the 
Lartds are very broken but fertile, and inhabited by Scotch, Irifh, and Englijh 

Prefbyterians. 
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Prefbyterians. The Society's Miflionary in Ulfter preaches here fometimes 
to a (mall Congregation of the epifcopal Perfuafion, which is the only one 
in the County. Their Villages are Go/hen, Bethlehem, and Little Britain, all 
remarkable for producing, in general, the beft Butter made in the Colony. 
The People on the South Side of the Mountains are all Dutch y and Orange 
Town, more commonly called by the Indian Name Tappan, is a (mail but 
very pleafant inland Village, with a ftone Court-houfe and Church. The 
Militia confifts of about 1300 fighting Men. 

This County joins to the Province of Ncw-Jerfey on the South ; and the 
Nbn-fettlement of the Partition Line has been die greateft Obftruftion to 
its Growth. 

There is a very valuable Traft called the Drowned Lands on the North Side 
of the Mountains, containing about 40 or 50,000 Acres. The Waters, which 
defcend from the furrounding Hills, being but (lowly difcharged by the Ri- 
ver iffuing out of it, cover thefe vaft Meadows every Winter, and hence they 
Become extremely fertile. The Fires kindled up in the Woods by the Deer 
Hunters in Autumn, are communicated by the Leaves to thefe Meadows, 
before the Waters rife above the Channel of the River, and a dreadful, cV 
vouring Conflagration over-runs it, confirming the Herbage for feveral Days. 
The Walkill River, which runs through this extenfive, amphibious Traft, if 
I may ufe the Expreffion, is in the Spring ftored with Eels of uncommon 
Size and Plenty, very ufeful to the Farmers refiding on its Banks. The Ri- 
ver is about two Chains in Breadth where it leaves the drowned Lands, and 
has a confiderable Fall. The Bottom of it is a broken Rock, and I am in- 
formed by Mr. Clinton, a Gentleman of Ingenuity and a mathematical Turn, 
that the Channel might, for le(s than 2000 /. be fafficiently deepened to draw 
off all the Water from the Meadows. Some Parts near the Banks of the 
Upland, have been already redeemed from the Floods. Thefe Spots are very 
fertile, and produce Englijh Grafe, Hemp, and Indian Com. 

The Mountains, in the County of Orange, are clothed thick with Tim- 
ber, and abound with Iron Ore, Ponds, and fine Streams for Iron Works. 
Go/hen is well fupplied with white Cedar, and in fome Parts of the Woods is 
found great Plenty of black Walnut. 

Before I proceed to the Defcription of the Southern Counties, I beg Leave 
to fay a few Words concerning Hudfons River. 

Its Source has not, as yet, been difcovered. We know, in general, that it 
is in the mountainous, uninhabited, Country, between the Lakes Ontario 
and Cbamplain. In its Courfe Southward it approaches the Mohawks River 

D d within 
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within a few Miles at Saucondauga. From thence it runs North and North- 
eafterly towards Lake St. Sacrement, now called Lake George, and is not 
above 8 or 10 Miles diftant from it. The Courfe then to New-Fork is very 
uniform, being in the Main South 12 or 15 Weft* 

The Diftance from Albany to Lake George is computed at 65 Miles. The 
River in that Interval is navigable only to Batteaus, and interrupted by 
Rifts, which occafion two Portages of half a Mile each *. There are three 
Routes from Crown Point to Hudforis River in the Way to Albany 5 one 
through Lake George, another through a Branch of Lake Champlain, bear- 
ing a Southern Courfe, apd terminating in a Bafon, feveral Miles Eaft of 
Lake George, called the South Bay. The third is by afcending the Wood Creek, 
a (hallow Stream about one hundred Feet broad, which, coming from the 
South-eaft, empties itfelf into the South Branch of the Lake Champlain. 

The Place, where thefe Routes meet on the Banks of Hudforis River, is 
called the Carrying Place. Here Fort Lyman, finoe called Fort Edward, is 
built ; but Fort William Henry, a much ftronger Garrifon, was «re£fced at the 
South End of Lake George, after the Repulfe of the French Forces under the 
Command of Baron Diejkau on the 8th of September 1755. General Shir- 
ley thought it more advifable, to ftrengthen Fort Edward m the Concurrence? 
of three Routes, than to erett the other at Lake George ij Miles to the 
Northward of it ; and wrote a very preffing Letter upon that Head to Sir 
William John/on, who then commanded the Provincial Troops. 

The Banks of Hudforis River are, for the moft part, rocky Gifts, efpeci- 
ally on the Weftern Shore. The Paflage through the Highlands, affords a 
wild romantick Scene, for fixteen Miles, through fteep and lofty Mountains. 
The Tide flows a few Miles above Albany. The Navigation is fafe, and 
performed in Sloops of about 40 or 50 Tons Burden, extremely well accom- 
modated to the River. About fixty Miles above the City of New-York the 
Water is frefh, and in wet Seafons much lower. The River is ftored with 
Variety of Fifh, which renders a Summer's Paflage to Albany, exceedingly 
diverting to fuch as are fond of Angling. 

The Advantages of this River for penetrating into Canada, and prote&ing 
the Southern Colonies from the Irruptions of the French, by fecuring the 
Command of the Lakes, and cuting off the Communication between the 
French Settlements on St. Lawrence and the Mijijippi, though hut lately at- 
tended to, muft be very apparent to every judicious Obferver of the Maps of 
the inland Part of North America. 

* In the Paflage from Albany to Fort Edward, the whole Land Carriage is about 1 a or 13 Miles. 
2 The 
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. * /The Ftench, as appears from the intended Invafion in 1689, have long 
eyed the EngUJh Pofleffion of this Province with Jealoufy ; and it becomes 
us to fell upon every Method for its Prote£tion and Defence. 
, The lingular Con veniency of Hudfons River to this Province in particular, 
was fo fully ftiewh in one of the late Papers, publifhed in 1753, under the 
.Title of the Independent Rejkftor> that I cannot help reprinting the Paflage re- 
lating to it. 

" High Roads, which, in moft trading Countries, are extremely expen- 
•* five, and awake a continual Attention for their Reparation, demand from 
cc .us, comparatively fpeaking, fcarce any public Notice at all. The whole 
€C Province is contained in two narrow Oblongs, extending from the City 
<c Eaft and North, having Water Carriage from the Extremity of one, and 
" from the Diftance of one hundred and fixty Miles of the other ; and by 
." the moft accurate Calculation, has not, at a Medium, above twelve Miles 
of Land Carriage, throughout its whole Extent. This is one of the 
ftrongeft Motives to the Settlement of a new Country, as it affords the 
eafieft and moft Ipeedy Conveyance from the remoteft Diftances, and at 
the loweft Expence. The Effefts of this Advantage are greater than we 
if ufually obferve > and are therefore not fufficiently admired. 
. " The Province of Penfyhania, has a fine Soil, and, through the Impor r 
'* tatdon of Gentians, abounds with Inhabitants ; but being a vaft inland 
*' Country, its Produce muft, of Confequence, be brought to a Market 
" over a great Extent of Ground, and all by Land Carriage. Hence it is f 
u that Philadelphia is crowded with Waggons, Carts, Horfes, and their Dri- 
" vers : a Stranger, at his firft Enrrance, would imagine it to be a Place of 
Traffick, beyond any one Town in the Colonies -, while at New-Tork y 
in particular, to which the Produce of the Country is all brought by Wa- 
ter, there is more Bufinefs, at leaft, Bufinefs of Profit, though with lefs 
" Shew and Appearance. Not a Boat in our River is navigated with more 
" than two or three Men at moft ; and thefe are perpetually coming in from, 
" and returning to, all Parts of the adjacent Country, in the fame Employ- 
" ments, that fill the City of Philadelphia with fome Hundreds of Men,* 
" -who, in Refpeft to the public Advantage may juftiy be faid, to be labo- 
" rioufly idle : for, let any one nicely compute the Expence of a Waggon, 
" with its Tackling $ the Time of two Men in attending it 5 their Mainte- 
" nance ; four Horfes and the Charge of their Provender, on a Journey of 
" one, though they often come, two hundred Miles 5 and he will find, thefe 
" feveral Particulars amount to a Sum far from being inconfiderable. Alt 
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c this Time the New-Tori Farmer is in the Courfe of his proper Bufinefi, 
f and the unincumbered Acquifitions of his Calling $ for, at a Medium, 
4 there is fcarce a Farmer in the Province, that cannot tranfport the Fruits 
' of a Year's Labour, from the beft Farm, in three Days, at a proper Seafon, 
( to fome convenient Landing, where the Market will be to his Satisfaction, 
( and all the Wants from the Merchant, cheaply fupplied : befidcs which, 
c one Boat fhall ileal into the Harbour of New-lorA, with a Lading of 
' more Burden and Value, than forty Waggons, one hundred and forty Horfes, 
c and eighty Men, into Philadelphia-, and perhaps with Ids Noife, Blufter, 
c or Shew than one. 

" Prodigious is the Advantage we have in this Article alone, I fhall not 
' enter into an abftrufe Calculation, to evince the exaft Value of it, in aft 
' the Lights in which it may be confidered $ thus much is certain, that barely 
' on Account of our eafy Carriage, the Profits of Farming with us, exceed 
€ thofe in Pennjyhania, at leaft by thirty per Cent, and that Difference, in 
4 Favour of our Farmers, is of itfelf fufficient to enrich them ; while the 
' others find the Difadvantage they are expofed to, fo heavy, (especially the 
1 remote Inhabitants of their Country) that a bare Subfiftence is all they can 
' reafonably hope to obtain. Take this Province throughout, the Expence 
' of tranfporting a Bufhel of Wheat, is but Twt-pence, for the Diftance of 
1 one hundred Miles; but the fame Quantity at the like Diftance in Pen- 
* Jylvania, will always exceed us me Shilling at leaft. The Proportion be- 
1 tween us, in the Conveyance of every Thing elfe, is nearly the fame. How 
c great, then, are the Incumbrances to which they are expofed ! What an 
' immenfe Charge is faved to us ! how fenftbk muft the Embarraffinents 
f they are fubjedfc to, be to a trading People i" 

RICHMOND 

COUNTY confiftsof £/<**» Ifland, which lies nine Miles South Weft- 
ward from the City of New-York. It is about 18 Milesjong, and at a 
Medium fix or feven in Breadth. On the South Side is a confiderable Traft 
of good level Land* but the Iflandis, in general, rough* and the Hilk high. 
The Inhabitants are principally Dutch and French The former have a 
Church, but the latter having been long without a Minifter, refort to an 
epifcopal Church in Richmond Town, a poor mean Village and the only one 
on thelfland. TheParfbnof theParifh receives^/, per Annum raifedby 
a Tax upon the County* 

Southward 
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Southward of the main Coaft of this and the Colony of Cormefticut, lies 
Long Ifland, called by the Indians Matowacs, and named, according to an 
A& of Aflembly in King Williams Reign, Najfau. Its Length is computed 
at 120 Miles, and the mean Breadth twelve. The Lands on the North and 
South Side are good, but in the Middle fandy and barren. The Southern 
Shore is fortified againft any Invafion from the Sea by a Beach inacceflible 
to Ships, and rarely to be approached, even by the fmalleft Long-boats, on 
Account of the Surge, which breaks upon it with great Fury, even when 
the Winds are light. The Coaft Eaft and Weft admits of regular Sounding? 
far into the Ocean, and as the Lands are, in general, low for feveral hundred 
Miles, nothing can be more advantageous to our Ships, than the high Lands 
of Never/ink near the Entrance at the tiook, which are fcarce fix Miles in 
Length, and often feen thirty Leagues from the Sea. Tins Ifland affords the 
fineft Roads in America* it being very level and but indifferently watered. It 
is divided into three Counties. 

KING r S 

COUNTY liesoppoflte toiSTw-r^ontheNortfeSideof Lang ltim& 
The Inhabitants are all Dutch, and enjoying a good Soil, near our 
Markets, are generally in eafy Circumftances. The County, which is very 
fmall, is Fettled in every Part, and contains feveral pleafant Villages, viz.* 
Bufhwick, . Breucklin, Bedford, Flat-Bujh Flat-Lands, NewAJtrecbK and 
Grave/end. 

<^ U E £ N *s 

GO UN T Y is more extenfive, and equally well fettle J. The principal 
"Towns are Jamaica, Hempfiead, Flujhing, Newtown, and Overlay „ 
Hemp/lead ?lsm is a large, level, dry, champain, Heath, about fixteen Miles; 
Ionjg, and fix or feven wide, a common Land belonging^ to the Towns of 
Qyjierbay zndHempftead. The Inhabitants are divided into Dutch and.Engli/b 
Prefbyterians, Epifcopalians^ and Quakers. ' ' ' " #► 

There are but two epifcopal Miffionaries in this County, one fettled atr^- 
maica, and the other at Hempftead ; and each of them, receives 60 /. annually 
levied upon all the Inhabitants. 

S U F~ 



ao6 THE HISTORY OF NlW.yORK, «hap. u 

SUFFOLK 
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NCLUDES all the Eaftenl Part of Long IftShd, S/dfrr Ifland, Fi/her's 

Ifland, P/ww^ Ifland, and the Ifle of White. This large County has been 
long fettled, and except one fmall epifcopal Congregation, confifts entirely of 
Englijh Prefbyterians. Its principal Towns are. Huntington r , 'Smtfi Town, 
Brookhaven, Southampton, JSoutbbold, and Eajlbanjpton..^ The Farmers are, for 
the moft part, Graziers, and living very ltemdfe from 'New-Ybrfc*z great Part 
of their Produce is carried to Markets in IZojtbu and Rhode Ifland.^ 'The Indi- 
ans y who were formerly numerotis on this Bland/ are now become very in- 
tonfiderable. Thofe that remain, generatfy bind ihemfelves Servants to the 
Engli/h. The Whale Fifhery, on the ^oirtJi Side of the Ifland, l>as declined 
of late Years through the Scarcity of Wfiales, and f is now almoft entirely 
neglefted. 

The Elizabeth Iflands, Nantucket, Martins Vineyard, &c. and Pemy Quid, 
which anciently formed Dukes and the County of Cornwal, are now under 
the Jurifdiftion of the Majfacbufefs Bay. Sir William Phips demanded them 
of Gqvemour Fletcher in February 1692-3, n©t_-k>ng after the new Charter 
to that Province $ but the Governrtient here was then of Opinion, that, that 
(polony was not entitled to any Iflands Weftward of Nantucket. 

An Eftimate of the comparative Wealth of our Counties, may be formed 
from any of our Afleflinents. In a 10,000 /. Part of a 45,000 /. Tax laid in 
1 7$$, the Proportions fettled by an Aft of Aflembly flood thus : 

New-Tork ------- £333 2 • o : 

Albany -------- 1060 : o : 

Kings ------- - 484 : o.:p 

Qyeeris -------- 1000 ; o : <j 

Suffolk - - . - - - - - -■ 860:0:0 

Richmond - - - - --.- - 364 : o : 

Weft-Cbejler - - - - - - . " - 1006 : o : 

Vljler ' - i860 : o : p 

& Dutchefs . - - - - - -- - '800 20:0 

Orange ------- - 300 : o : 

jC io>ooo •: o : 
CHAP. 
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C H A P. II. 

Of the Inhabitants. 



HIS Province is not fo populous as fome have imagined. Scarce a 
third Part of it is under Cultivation. The Colony of Come£iicut 9 
which is vaftly inferior to this in its Extent, contains according to 
a late authentick Enquiry above 133,000 Inhabitants, and has a Militia of 
^jOOCLMen* but the Militia; of New-TorA, according to the general Efti- 
mate, does not exceed. 18,000. The whole Number of Souls is computed 
at 100,000. 

Many have been the Difcouragements to the Settlement of this Colony. 
Tht French and tndian Irruptions, to which we have always been expofed, 
have driven many Families into New-Jerfey. At Home, the Britijh A&s 
fop. the Trapfportation of Felons, have brought all the American Colonies 
into Discredit with the induftrious and honeft Poor, both in the Kingdoms 
of GreauBrituin and Ireland. The mifchievous Tendency of thofe Laws 
was (hewn in a kite Paper, which k may not be improper to lay before the 
Reader*. .'-•"-•>■■ ■* •- 

" It is too well known that in Purfilance ctf divers ASts of Parliament, 
<f great Numbers of Fellows who have forfeited their Lives to the Public, 
" for the raoft atrocious Crimes, are annually transported from Home to* 

thefe Plantations. Very furprizing one wo&d think, that Thieves, Burglars,, 

Pickpockets, andCut^puffes, and a Hereof. the raoft^flsgitious Banditti 

upon Earth, ihould be fent as agreeable Companions to us ! That the fu- 
<f preme Legillature -did intend aTranfportatkm to America* for a Punifh- 
" ment of thefe Villains, I verily believe : but fo great is the Miftake, that. 
" confident I am, they are thereby* ort the contrary, highly rewarded. For 
*< what, in God's Name* can be more agreeable to a. penurious WretchJ 

driven, through Neceffity, to feek a Livelihood by 'breaking of Houfes,? 

and robbing upon the King's Highway, than to be fa ved from the Halter,, 
.... ( * 

*■ redfeemedl 
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c< redeemed from the Stench of a Goal, and tranfported, Paflage free, into 
<c a Country, where, being unknown, no Man can reproach him with his 
c< Crimes * where Labour is high, a little of which will maintain him; and 
€c where all his Expences wiU be moderate and low. There is fcarce a Thief 
u in England, that would not rather be tranfported than hanged. Life in 
C4 any Condition, but that of extreme Mifery, will be preferred to Death. 
Cc As long, therefore, as there remains this wide Door of Efcape, theNum- 
" ber of Thieves and Robbers at Home, will perpetually multiply, and 
" their Depredations be inceflantly reiterated. 

c< But the A6ls were intended, for the. better peopling the Colonies. And will 
" Thieves and Murderers be conducive to that End ? What Advantage can 
" we reap from a Colony of unreftrainable Renegadoes ? will they exalt the 
Glory of the Crown ? or rather, will not.the Dignity of the moft illuftri- 
ous Monarch in the World, be fullied by a Province of Subjects fo law- 
lefs, deteftable, and ignominious ? Can Agriculture be promoted, when 
" the wild Boar of the Foreft breaks down our Hedges and pulls up our Vines ? 
" Will Trade flourifh, or Manufa&ures be encouraged, where Property is 
" made the Spoil of fuch who are too idle to work, and wicked enough to 
" murder and fteal ? 
" Befides, are we not Subje&s of the fame King, with the People of Eng- 
land-, Members of the fame Body politic, and therefore entitled to equal . 
" Privileges with them ? Jf fo, how injurious does it feem to free one Part 
" of the Dominions, from the Plagues of Mankind, and caft them upon 
" another ? Should a Law be propofed to take the Poor of one Parifh, and 
" billet them upon another, would not all the World, but the Parifh to be 
" relieved, exclaim againft fuch a Projeft, as iniquitous and abfurd? Should 
" the numberlefs Villains of London and Weftminfter be fuffered to efcape 
" from their Prifons, to range at large and depredate any other Part of the 
" Kingdom, would not every Man join with the Sufferers, and condemn the 
" Meafure as hard and unreafonable ? And though the Hardfhips upon us, 
" are indeed not equal to thofe, yet the Miferies that flow from Laws, by 
" no Means intended to prejudice us, are too heavy, not to be felt. But 
" the Colonies mufl be peopled. Agreed : And will the Tranfportation Afts 
" ever have that Tendency ? No, they work the contrary Way, and coun- 
" teraft their own I>sfign. We want People 'tis true, but not Villains, 
" ready at any Time, encouraged by Impunity, and habituated upon the 
" flighted Occafiohs, to cut a Man's' Throat, for a finall Part of his Pro- 
" perty. The Delights of fuch Company, is a noble Inducement, indeed, 
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* f to thehoneft Poor, to convey themfelves into a ftrange Country, Amidft 
<€ all our Plenty, they will have enough to exercife their Virtues, and ftand 
f c in no Need of the Aflbciation of fuch, as will prey upon their Property, 
<€ and gorge themfelves with the Blood of the Adventurers. They came 
w over in Search of Happinefs ; rather than ftarve will live any where, and 
<c would be glad to be excufed from fo afflidting an Antepart of the Tor- 
t€ ments of Hell. In Reality, Sir, thefe very Laws, though otherwife de- 
<c figned, have turned out in the End, the moft effe&ual Expedients, that 
f c the Art of Man could have contrived, to prevent the Settlement of thefe 
t€ remote Parts of the King's Dominions. They have a6tually taken away 
€C almoft every Encouragement to fo laudable a Defign. I appeal to Fa6ts. 
f c The Body of the Englijh are ftruck with Terror at the Thought 6f coming 
tc over to us, not becaufe they have a vaft Ocean to crofs, or leave behind 
<c them their Friends ; or that the Country is new and uncultivated : but 
t€ from the fhocking Ideas, the Mind muft neceffarily form, of the Company 
<c of inhuman Savages, and the more terrible Herd of exiled Malefa&ors. 
4C There are Thoufands of honeftMen, labouring in Europe, at four Pence 
* € a Day, ftarving in Spite of all their Efforts, a dead Weight to the refpec- 
<c tive Parifhes to which they belong ; who, without any other Qualifications 
** than common Senfe, Health, and Strength, might accumulate Eftates 
** among us, as many have done already. Thefe, and not the others, are 
cc the Men that fhould be fent over, for the better peopling the Plantations. 
<c Great-Britain and Ireland, in their prefent Circumftances, are overftocked 
• c with them ; and he who would immortalize himfelf, for a Lover of Man- 
€€ kindy fhould eoncert a Scheme for the Tranfportation of the induftrioufly 
** honeft abroad, and the immediate Punifhment of Rogues and Plunder- 
,c ers at Home. The pale-faced, half-clad, meagre, and ftarved Skeletons, 
*' that are feen in every Village of thofe Kingdoms, call loudly for the Pa- 
cc triot's generous Aid. The Plantations too would thank him for his Af- 
tc fiftance, in obtaining the Repeal of thofe Laws which, though otherwife 
cf intended by the Legiflature, have fo unhappily proved injurious to his own 
** Country, and ruinous to us. — It is not long fince a Bill pafled the Com- 
* c mons, for the Employment of fuch Criminals in his Majefty's Docks, as 
* c fhould merit the Gallows. The Defign was good. It is confiftent with 
cc found Policy, that all thofe, who have forfeited their Liberty and Lives 
" to their Country, fhould be compelled to labour the Refidue of their Days 
c< in its Service. But tHfe Scheme was bad, and wifely was the Bill rejefted 
by the Lords, for this only Reafon, That it had a natural tendency to 
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" difcredit the Kings Yards : the Confequences of which muft have been 
cc prejudicial to the whole Nation. Juft fo ought we to reafbn in the pre- 
cc fent Cafe, and we fhould then foon be brought to conclude, that though 
<c peopling the Colonies, which was the laudable Motive of the Legiflature, 
il be expedient to the Publickj abrogating the Tranfportation Laws, muft 
" be equally necefTary." 

The Bigotry and Tyranny of fome of our Governours, together with the 
great Extent of their Grants, may alfo be confidered among the Difcourage- 
ments againft the full Settlement of the Province. Moll of thefe Gentlemen 
coming over with no other View than to raife their own Fortunes, iffucd 
extravagant Patents, charged with (mall Quit Rents, to fuch as were able to 
ferve thew in the Aflembly ; and thefe Patentees being generally Men of 
Eftates, have rated their Lands fo exorbitantly high, that very few poor Perfons 
could either purchafe or leafe them. Add to all thefe, that the New-Eng- 
land Planters have always been difaffedlcd to the Dutch, nor was there, after 
the Surrender, any foreign Accelfion from the Netherlands. The Province 
being thus poorly inhabited, the Price of Labour became fb enormoufly en- 
hanced,, that we have been conftrained to import Negroes from Africa,, who 
are employed in all Kinds of Servitude and Trades. 

Englifh is the moft prevailing Language amongft us, but not a little cor- 
rupted by the Dutch Dialed^ which is ftill fo much ufed in fome Counties, 
that the Sheriffs find it difficult to obtain Perfons fufficiently acquainted 
with the Englijh Tongue, to ferve as Jurors in the Courts of Law. 

The Manners of the People differ as well as their Language. In Suffolk 
and %yeens County, the firft Settlers of which were either Natives of Eng- 
land, or the immediate Defcendants of fuch as begun the Plantations in the 
Eaftem Colonies, their Cuftoms are fimilar to thofe prevailing in the Englijh 
Counties, from whence they originally fprang. In the City of New-York, 
through our Intercourfe with the Europeans, we follow the London Fafhions^ 
though by the Time we adopt them, they become difiifed in England. 'Our 
Affluence, during the late War, introduced a Degree of Luxury in Tables* 
Drefs, and Furniture,, with which we were before unacquainted* But ftill 
we are not fo gay a People, as our Neighbours in Bojlon and feveral of the 
Southern Colonies. The Dutch Counties, in fome Meafure, follow the Ex- 
ample of New-York, but ftill retain many Modes peculiar to the Hollanders. 

The City of New-York confifta principally of Merchants, Shopkeepers* 
and Tradefmen, who fuftain the Reputation of he neft, pun&ual, and fair, 
Dealers. With Refpeft to Riches,, there is not fo great an Inequality amongft 
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us, as is common in Bojion and fome other Places. Every Man of Indufhy 
and Integrity has it in his Power to live well, and many are the Inftances of 
Perfons, who came here diftrefled by their Poverty, who now enjoy rafy and 
plentiful Fortunes. 

New-York is one of the moft fecial Places on the Continent. The Men 
collect themfelves into weekly.Evening Clubs. The Ladies, in Winter, are 
frequently entertained either at Concerts of Mufick or Aflemblies, and make 
a very good Appearance. They are comely and drefs well, and fcarce any 
of them have diftorted Shapes. Tinttured with a Dutch Education, they 
manage their Families with becoming Parfimony, good Providence, and An- 
gular Neatnefs. The Pra&ice of extravagant Gaming, common to the 
fafhionable Part of the fair Sex, in fome Places, is a Vice with which my 
Countrywomen cannot juftly be charged. There is nothing they fo gene- 
rally neglect as Reading, and indeed all the Arts for the Improvement of the 
Mind, in which, I confefs, we have fct them the Example. They are mo- 
deft, temperate, and charitable ; naturally lprightly, fenfible, and good-hu- 
moured ; and, by the Helps of a more elevated Education, would poflefs all 
the Accomplifhments defirable in the Sex. Our Schools are in the loweft 
Order ; the Inftru&ors want Inftru&ion, and through a long fhameful Ne~ 
gleft of all the Arts and Sciences, our common Speech is extremely corrupt, 
and the Evidences of a bad Tafte, both as to Thought and Language, are 
Vifible in all our Proceedings, publick arid private. 

The People, both in Town and Country, are fober, induftrious, and hof- 
pitable, though intent upon Gain. The richer Sort keep very plentiful Ta- 
bles, abounding with great Varieties of Flefh, Fifh, Fowl, and all Kinds of 
Vegetables. The common Drinks are Beer, Cyder, weak Punch, and Ma- 
deira Wine. For Defert, we have Fruits in vaft Plenty, of different Kinds 
and various Species. 

Gentlemen of Eftates rarely refide in the Country, and hence few or no 
Experiments have yet been made in Agriculture. The Farms being large, 
our Hufbandmen, for that Reafon, have little Recourfe to Art for manur- 
ing and improving their Lands •, but it is faid, that Nature has fiirnifhed us 
with fufficient Helps, whenever Neceflity calls us to ufe them. It is much 
owing to the Difproportion between the Number of our Inhabitants, and 
the vaft Tradb remaining ftill to be fettled, that we have not, as yet, entered 
upon fcarce any other Manufactures, than" fuch as are indifpenfibly neceflary 
for our Home Convenience. Felt-making, which is perhaps the moft na- 
tural of any we could fall upon, was begun fome Years ago, and Hats 
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were exported to the WeJI-Jndies with great Succefe, till lately prohibited by 
an A& of Parliament. 

The Inhabitants of this Colony are in general healthy and robuft, talfer 
but fhorter lived than Europeans, and, both with Rdpedt to their Minds and 
Bodies, arrive fooner to an Age of Maturity. Breathing a ferene, dry, Air, 
they are more fprightly in their natural Tempers than the People of England, 
and hence Inftances of Suicide are here very uncommon. The Hiftory of 
our Difeafes belongs to a Profeflion with which I am very little acquainted. 
Few Phyficians amongft us are eminent for their Skill. Quacks abound like 
Locufts in Egypt, and too many have recommended themfelves to a foH 
Pra&ice and profitable Subfiftence. This is the lefs to be wondered at, as 
the Profeflion is under no Kind of Regulation. Loud as the Call is, to our 
Shame be it remembered, we have no Law to proteft thelivcB of the King's 
Subjefts, from the Malpra&ice of Pretenders. Any Man at his Pka&re fete 
up for Phyfician, Apothecary, and Chirurgeon. No Candidates arif iither 
examined or licenfed, or even fworn to fair Pra&ice *. The naiuqriiHiftory 
of this Province would of itfelf furnifh a fmali Volume, and therefore 1 
Jeav$ this alfo to fuch, as have Capacity and Leifure to make ufeful Obfer* 
vations, in that curious and entertaining Branch of natural Rhilofophy. 

• The Neceffity of regulating the Pra&ice of lndtptndent R$jUfar, ia 1753^ when the City of 
Phyfick, and a Plan for that Purpofe, were New-York alone boafted the Honour of having 
ftrongly recommended by the Authour of the above forty Gentlemen of that Faculty. 
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CHAP. III. 

Of our Trade. 



TH E Situation of New-Tori, with Rcfpeft to foreign Markets, for 
Reafons elfewhere afligned is to be prefered to any of our Colonies- 
It lies in the Center of the Britijb Plantations on the Continent, has 
at. all Times a fhort eafy Accefs to the Ocean, and commands ahmoft the 
whole. Trade of Connecticut and New-Jerjey, two fertile and well cultivated 
Colonics, The Projection of Cape Codd into the Atlantici, renders the Na- 
vigation 1 from the former to Boflon % at fome Seafbns, extremely perilous -, and 
fbmetimes the Coaflers are driven off and compelled to winter in the Weft- 
Indies. But the Conveyance to New-Tori, from the Eaftward through the 
Sound, is fhort and unexpofed to fuch Dangers. Philadelphia receives as tittle 
Advantage from New-Jerfey, as Bojton from CormeSticut, becaufe the only 
Rivers which roll through that Province, difcmbogue not many Miles from 
the very City of New-Tori. Several Attempts have been made to raife Perth 
jfanboy into a trading Port, but hitherto it has proved to be an unfeafible Pro- 
ject. New-Tori, all Things confidered, has a much better Situation, and 
were it otherwife, the City is become too rich and confiderahle, to be eclipfed 
by any other Town in its Neighbourhood. 

Our Merchants are compared to a Hive of Bees, who induftrioufly gather 
Honey for others — Non vo&is mellificatis Apes. The Profits of our Trade cen- 
ter chiefly in Great-Britain, and for that Reafon, methinks, among others,, 
we ought always to receive the generous Aid and Protection of our Mother 
Country. In our Traffick with other Places, the Balance is almoft conftantly 
in our Favour. Our Exports to the Weft-Indies are Bread, I^afe, Rie-meal, 
Indian Corn, Apples, Onions, Boards, Staves, Horfes, Sheep, Butter, Cheefe* 
pickled Oyfters, Beef, and Pork. Flour is alfo a main Article, of which 
there is fhiped about 80,000 Barrels per Annum. To preferve the Credit of 
this important Branch of our Staple, we have a good Law, appointing Of- 
ficers to ihfpeft and brand every Cafk before its Exportation. The Returns 
are chiefly Rum, Sugar, and Molafles, except Cafti from Curacoa, and when 
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Mules, from the Spanijh Main, are ordered to Jamaica* and the Windward 
IJlands* which are generally exchanged for their natural Produce, for we re- 
ceive but little Cafti from our own Iflands. The Balance againft them would 
be much more in our Favour, if the Indulgence to our Sugar Colonies, did 
not enable them to fell their Produce at a higher Rate than either the Dutch or 
French Iflands. 

The Spaniards commonly contract for Provifions, with Merchants in this 
and the Colony of Pennjylania* very much to the Advantage both of the Con- 
tra&ors and the Publick, bequife the Returns are wholly in Cafh. Our 
Wheat, Flour* Indian Corn, and Lumber fliiped to Lijbon and Madeira* ba- 
lance the Madeira Wine imported here. 

The Logwood Trade to the Bay of Honduras is very confiderable, and was 
puflied by our Merchants with great Boldnefs in the moil: dangerous Times. 
The Exportation of Flax Seed to Ireland is of late very much increafed. Be- 
tween the 9th of December 1755, and the 23d of February following, we 
fhiped off 12,528 Hogfheads. In Return for this Article, Linens are im- 
ported and Bills of Exchange drawn, in Favour of England* to pay for the 
dry Goods we purchafe there* Our Logwood is remited to ih&EngliJh Mer- 
chants for the fame Purpofe. 

The Fur Trade, though very much impaired by the French Wiles and En- 
croachments, ought not to be paffed over in Silence *. The Building of 
Ofwego has conduced, more than any Thing elfe, to the Prefervation of this 
Trade. Peltry of all Kinds is purchafed with Rum, Ammunition, Blankets, 
Strouds, and Wampum, or Conque-fhell Bugles. The French Fur Trade, at 
Albany* was carried on till the Summer 1755, by the Caghnuaga Profelytes * 
and in Return for their Peltry, they received Spanifo Pieces of Eight, and 
fbme other Articles which the French want to complete their Affortment of 
Indian Goods. For the Savages prefer the Engltjh Strouds to theirs, and 
the French found it their Intereft to purchafe them of us, and tranfport them 
to the Weftera Indians on the Lakes Erie* Huron* and at the Streight of 
Mijilimakinac. 

Our Importation of -dry Goods from England is fo vaftly great, that wc 
are obliged to betake ourfelves to all poflible Arts, to make Remittances to 
the Brid/Jj Merchants- It is for this Purpofe we import Cotton from St. 
Thomas's and Surinam -, Lime-juice and Nicaragua Wood from Curacoa ; and 

* It is computed that formerly, we exported Deer-fkins, befides thofe carried from Albany in- 
150 Hogfheads of Beaver and other fine Furs to New- England. Skins und reded arc ufually 
p*r Annum* and 200 Hogfheads of Indian-dxetikd fhiped to Holland. 

Logwood 
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Logwood from the Bay, &c. and yet it drains us of all the Silver and Gold 
we can colledt. It is computed,- that the annual Amount of the Goods pur- 
chafed by this Colony in Great-Britain, is in Value not lefs than 100,000/. 
Stealing j and the Sum would be much greater if a Stop was put to all clan- 
deftine Trade. England \&i doubtlefs, entitled to all our Superfluities; be- . 
caufe our general Interefts are clofely conne&ed, and her Navy is our prin- 
cipal Defence. On this Account, the Trade with Hamburgh and Holland for 
Duck, chequered Linen, Oznabrigs, Cordage, and Tea, is certainly, upon 
the Whole, impolitick and unreafonable ; how much foever it may conduce 
to advance the Intereft of a few Merchants, or this particular Colony. 

By what Measures this contraband Trade may be effe6hially obftru&ed isr 
hard to determine, though it well deferves the Attention of a Britijh Parlia- 
ment. Increafmg the Number of Cuftom-houfe Officers, will be a Remedy 
worfe than the Difeafe. Their Salaries would be an additional Charge upon 
the Publick ; for if we argue from their Conduft, we ought not to prefume 
upon their Fidelity. The exclufive Right of the Eqft-India Company to im- 
port Tea, while the Colonies purchafe it of Foreigners 30 per Cent, cheaper, 
muft be very prejudicial to the Nation. Our People, both in Town and 
Country, are fhamefully gone into the Habit of Tea-drinking ; and it is 
fuppofed we confume of this Commodity in Value near io,oaa /.. Sterling/** 1 
Annum. 

Some are of Opinion that the Fifhery of Sturgeons, which' abound irr 
Hudforis River, might be improved to the great Advantage of the Colony ; 
and that, if proper Meafures were concerted, much Profit would arife froirf 
Ship-building and naval Stores. It is certain we have Timber in vaft Plenty; 
Oak, white and black Pines, Fir, Locuft, red and white Mulberry, and Ce- 
dar ; and perhaps there is no Soil on the Globe, fiter for the Produ6tion of 
Hemp than the low Lands in the County of Albany. To what I have al- 
ready faid concerning Iron Ore, a neceffary Article,. I fhall add an Extraft 
from the Independent Refleftor* 

" It is generally believed, that this Province abounds with a Variety of 
" Minerals. Of Iron in particular we have fuch Plenty, as to be excelled 
** by no Country in the World of equal Extent. It is a Metal of intrinficlc 
" Value beyond any other, and preferable to the pureft Gold. The former 
" is converted into numberlefs Forms, for as many indiipenftble Ufes ; the- 
" latter, for its Portablenefe and Scarcity, is only fit for a Medium of 
" Trade : but Iron is a Branch of it, and I am perfuaded will, one Time 
* or other*, be one of the moft valuable Articles of out Commerce. Our 

"* annual. 
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" annual Exports to Bo/ion, Rhode*IJ1and and ComeSlicut, and fince the late 
" Aft of Parliament, to England, are far from being inconfideraWe. The 
<c Bodies of Iron Ore in the Northern Parts of this Province are fo many, 
<c their Quality fo good, and their Situation fo convenient, in Relpeft of 
" Wood, Water, Hearth-ftone, proper Fluxes, and Carriage, for Furnaces, 
c< Bloomeries, and Forges, that with a little Attention we might very foon 
<c rival the Swedes in the Produce of this Article. If any American Attempts 
" in Iron Works have proved abortive, and difappointed their Undertakers, 
" it is not to be imputed either to the Quality of the Ore, or a Defeft of Con- 
" veniences. The Want of more Workmen, and the Villainy of thofe we 
cc generally have, are the only Caufes to which we muft attribute fuch Mif- 
" carriages. No Man, who has been concerned in them, will difagree with 
" me, if I aflert, that from the Founder of the Furnace to the meaneft 
" Bankfmari or jobber, they are ufually low, profligate, drunken, and faith- 
" lefi. And yet, under all the innumerable Difadvantages of fuch Inftru- 
" ments, very large Eftates have, in this Way, been raifed in fome of our 
<c Colonies. OurSuccefe, therefore, in the Iron Manufa&ory, isobftruded 
cc and difcouraged by the Want of Workmen, and the high Price of La- 
" bour, its neceflary Confequence, and by thefe alone: but 'tis our Happi- 
* c neis, that fuch only being the Caufe, the Means of Redpefe are entirely in 
cc our own Hands. Nothing more is wanting to open a vaft Fund of Riches 
c< to the Province, in the Branch of Trade, than the Importation of Fo- 
cc reigners. If our Merchants and landed Gentlemen could be brought to 
" a Coalition in thisDefign* their private Interefts would not be better ad- 
" vanced by it, than the public Emolument -, the latter in particular, would 
" thereby vaftly improve their Lands* incveafe the Number, and raife the 
" Rents of their Tenants. And I cannot but think, that if thofe Gende- 
" men who are too inactive to engage in fuch an Enterprife, would only 
" be at the Pains of drawing up foil Reprefentations of their Advantages 
" for Iron Works, and of publishing them from Time to Time in Great- 
€C - Britain, Ireland, Germany, and Sweden ; the Province would foon be fup- 
c< plied, with a fufficient Number of capable Workmen in all the Branches 
" of that Manufa&ory." 

The Money ufed in this Province is Silver, Gold, Britijb Halfpence, and 
Bills of Credit. To counterfeit either of them is Felony without Benefit of 
Clergy ; but none except the latter, and Lyon Dollars are a legal Tender. 
Twelve Halfpence, till lately, paffed for a Shilling ; which being much be- 
yond their Value in any of the neighbouring Colonies, the Aflembly, in 1753* 

2 refolved 
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rcfolved to proceed, at their next Meeting, after the ift of May ertfuing, to 
die Confideration of a Method for afcertaining their Value. • A Set of Gen- 
tlemen, in Number feventy-two, took" the Advantage of the Difcredit that 
Refolve put upon Copper Halfpence, and on the 2 2d of December, fubfcribed 
a Paper, engaging not to receive or pafs them, except at the Rate of four- 
teen Coppers to a Shilling. This gave Rife to a Mob, for a few Days, 
among the lower Clafs of People, but fome of them being imprifoned, the 
Scheme was carried into Execution ; and eftablifhed in every Part of the Pro- 
vince, without the Aid of a Law. Our Paper Bills* which are iffued to ferve 
the Exigencies of the Government, were at firft equal to an Ounce of Silver, 
then valued at eight Shillings. Before the late Spanijh War, Silver and Gold were 
in great Demand to make Remitances for European Goods, and then the Bills 
funk, an Ounce of Silver being worth nine Shillings and three Pence. Du- 
ring the War, the Credit of our Bills was well fupported, partly by the 
Number of Prizes taken by our Privateers, and the high Price of our Pro- 
duce abroad $ and partly by the Logwood Trade and the Depreciation 6F 
the New-England Paper Money, which gave ours a free Circulation through 
the Eaftern Colonies. Since the War, Silver has been valued at about nine 
Shillings and two Pence an Ounce, and is doubtlefs fixed there, till our Im- 
ports exceed what we export. To aflift his Majefty for removing the late 
Encroachments of the French, we have iffued 80,000 /. to be funk in fhort 
Periods, by a Tax on Eftates real and perfonal $ and the whole Amount of 
our Paper Currency is thought to be about 160,000 /. 

Never was the Trade of this Province in fo flouriftiing a Condition, as at 
the latter End of the late French War. Above twenty Privateers were often 
out of this Port, at a Time $ and they were very fuccefsful in their Cap- 
tures. Provifions, which are our Staple, bore a high Price in the Weft-Indies. 
The French », diftreffed through the Want of them, gladly received our Flags 
of Truce, though fometimes they had but one or two Prifoners on Board; 
becaufe they were always loaded with Flour, Beef, Pork, and fuch like Com- 
modities. The Danger their own Veflels were expofed to, induced them to 
fell their Sugars to us at a very low Rate. A Trade was, at the fame Time, 
carried on between Jamaica and the Spanijh Main, which opened a fine Mar- 
ket to the Northern Colonies, and the Returns were, principally, in Cafh. 
It was generally thought, that if the War had continued, the greateft Part 
of the Produce of the Spanijh and French Settlements in the Weft-Indies 
would have been tranfported to Great-Britain, through fome one or other of 
her Colonies -, whence we may fairly argue their prodigious Importance. 

F f The 
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The provincial Laws relating to our Trade are not very numerous. Thafe 
concerned in them, may have Recourfe to the late Edition of our ASts at 
large, publifhed in 1752 ; and for this Reafon, I beg to be excufed from 
exhibiting an unentextaining Summary of them in this Work* 



CHAP. IV. 

Of our Religious State. 



BY the Account already given, of the Rife and Progrefi of the A£b 
for fettling a Miniftry in four Counties, and the Obfervations made 
concerning our various ChriAian Denominations, I have in a great 
Meafure anticipated what I at firft intended to have ranged under this Head. 
The principal Diftin&ions amongft us, are the Epifcopalians, and the 
Dutch and Englijb Prefbyterians ; the two laft together with all the other 
Proteftants in the Colony, are fometimes (perhaps here improperly) called 
by the general Name of Diflenters ; and compared to them, the Epifcopa- 
lians are, I believe, icarce in the Proportion of one to fifteen. Hence partly 
arifes the general Difcontent on Account of the Miniftry A6h ; not fo much 
that the Provifion made by them is engrafted by the minor Seft, as becaufe 
the Body of the People, are for an equal, univerfal, Toleration of Protcfti 
ants, and utterly averfe to any Kind of ecdefiaftical Eftablifhment. Tie 
Diflenters, though fearlefs of each other, are all jealous of the epifcopal 
party, being apprehcnfive that the Countenance they may have from Home,, 
will foment a Luft for Dominion, and enable them, in Procefs of Time, to- 
fubjugate and opprefs their Fellow Subjefh. The violent Meafures of fome 
of our Governours have given an Alarm to their Fears, and if ever any other 
Gentleman, who may be honoured with the chief Command of the Province, 
begins to divert himfelf, by retrenching the Privileges and Immunities they 
now enjoy, the Confufion of the Province will be the unavoidable Confer 
quence of his Folly. For though his Majefty has no other Subjedts upon 
whofe Loyalty he can more firmly depend, yet an Abhorrence of Perfecution, 
under any of its Appearances, is fo deeply rooted in the People of this Plan- 
tation ; that as long as they continue their Numbers and Intereft in the A£ 
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fembly, no Attempt will probably be made upon the Rights of Conference, 
without endangering the publick Repofe. 

Of the Government of the Dutch Churches, I have already given an Ac- 
count. As to the epifcopal Clergy, they are Miffionaries of the Englijh So- 
ciety for propagating the Gofpel, and ordinarily ordained by the Bifhop of 
London, who> having a Commiffion from the King to exercife ccclefiaftical 
Jurifdi&ion, commonly appoints a Clergyman here for his Commiflary. The 
Minifters are called by the particular Churches, and maintained by the vo- 
luntary Contribution of their Auditors and the Society's annual Allowance, 
there being no Law for Tithes. 

The Englijh Prefbyterians are very numerous. Thofe inhabiting New- 
Torkj New-Jerjey, Pennfylvania, and the three Delaware Counties, are re- 
gularly formed, after the Manner of the Church of Scotland^ into Confifto- 
ries or Kirk Seflions, Prefbyteries and Synods, and will probably foon pin 
in ereftmg a general Aflembly. The Clergy are ordained by their Fellows, 
and maintained by their refpe&ive Congregations. I except thofe Miffiona- 
ries among the Indians, whofe Subfiftance is paid by the Society in Scotland 
far propagating Cbrijluin Knowledge. None of the Pfefbyterian Churches in 
this Province are incorporated, as is the Cafe of many in New-Jerfey. Their 
Judicatories are upon a very proper Eftablifhment, for they have no Autho- 
rity by legal Sanations to enforce their Decrees. Nor indeed is any religious 
Se&, amongft us, legally inverted with Powers prejudicial to the common 
Privileges of the reft. The Dominion of all our Clergy is, as it ought to 
be, merely ipiritual. The Epiicopalians, however, fometimes pretend, that 
die ecclefiaftical Eftablifhment in South Britain extends here; but the whole 
Body of the Diflenters af e averfe to the Doftrine. The* Point has been dif- 
puted with great Favour, and the Sum of the Arguments againft tt is con- 
tained in a late Paper, which I fliall lay before the Reader, at large, without 
any additional Reflections. 

It was publifhed in September 1753, under the Title of the Independent Re- 
feQor, andisinthefc Words: 

*tbe Arguments in Support of an ecckjiajlical EJlaibliJhment, in this Province, 

impartially am/idered and refuted. 
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Whether the Church of England is equally eftablifhed in the Colonies, as 
in the Southern Parts of Great-Britain, is a Queftion that has often been 
controverted. Thofe who hold the Affirmative, have drawn a long Train of 
Confequences in Favour of the Epifcopalians, taking it for granted, that the 
Truth is on their Side, The Prejbyterians> Independents, Congregationalifts, 
Anabaptijls, Quakers, and all thofe among us, who in England would fall 
under the general Denomination of Dijfenters, are warm in the Negative. I 
beg Leave, therefore, to interpofe in the Debate 5 and as I promifed, in the 
Introduftion to thefe Papers, to vindicate the religious, as well as civil, Rightsr 
and Privileges of my Countrymen j I fhall devote this Paper to a Confidera- 
tion of fo important a Point : to which I am the more ftrongly inclined, be- 
caufe fuch Eftablifhment has often been urged againft the Scheme I have pro- 
pofed for the Constitution of our College. My Opinion is* that the Notion 
of a general religious Eftablifhment in this Province, is entirely groundlefi. 
According to the ftritt Rules of Controverfy, the Onus probandi> or the Bur- 
den of the Proof, lies upon thofe who affirm the Pofition ; and it would 
therefore be fufficient for me barely to deny it. I fhall, neverthelefs, wave 
the Advantage of this Rule of the Schools ; and, as becomes an impartial 
Advocate for Truth, proceed to ftate the Arguments, which are generally 
urged in Support of an Eftablifhment. I fhall then fhew their Infufficiency, 
and conclude with the particular Reafons upon which my Opinion is founded. 

They who aflert, that the Church of England is eftablifhed in this Province, 
never, that I have heard o£ pretended that it owes its Eftablifhment to any 
provincial Law of our own making. Nor, indeed, is there the leaft Ground 
for fuch a Suppofition. The A6ls, that eftablifh a Miniftry in this, and three 
other Counties, do not affeft the whole Colony j and therefore can by no 
Means, be urged in Support of a general Eftablifhment. Nor were they 
originally defigned to eftablifh the Epifcopalians in Preference or Exclufion of 
any other Proteftants in thofe Counties to which they are limited. But as 
the Propofition is, that the Eftablifhment of the Church of England is equally 
binding here, as in England; fo, agreeable thereto, the Arguments they acU 
duce are the following : 

Fir/t, That as we are an Englijh Colony, the <onftitutional Laws of our 
Mother Countiy, antecedent to the Legiflature of our own, are binding upon 
us ; and therefore at the Planting of this Colony, the Englijh religious Effa-^ 
blifhment immediately took Place.. 

Secondly 
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Secondly, That the Aft which eftablifhed the epifcopal Church in South- 
Britain, previous to the Union of England and Scotland, extends to, and 
equally affe&s, ail the Colonies. 

Thefe are the only Arguments that can be offered with the leaft Plaufibi- 
lity, and if they are (hewn to be inconcluftve, thePofition is difproved, and the 
Arguments of Confequence muft be impertinent and groundlefs. I fhall be- 
gin with the Examination of the firft : And here it muft be confcfled, % for 
undoubted Law, that every new Colony, till it has a Lcgiflature of its own, 
is, in general, fubjeft to the Laws of the Country from which it originally 
fprang. But that all of them, without Diftin&ion, are to be fiippofed binding 
upon fuch Planters, is neither agreeable to Law nor Reafon. The Laws 
which they carry with them, and to which they are fubjett, are fuch as are 
abfolutely neceflary to anfwer the original Intention of our entering into a 
State of Society. Such as are requifite, in their new Colony State, for the 
Advancement of their and the general Profperity; fuch, without which they 
will neither be protected in their Lives, Liberty, or Property : and the true 
Reafon of their being confidered, even fubjeft to fuch Laws, arifes from the 
abfolute Neceffity of their being under fome Kind of Government, their 
fupporting a Colony Relation* and Dependence, and the evident Fitnefs of 
their Subjeffion to the Laws of their Mother Country, with which alone 
they can be fuppofed to be acquainted. Even at this Day we extend every 
general Aft of Parliament which we think reafonable and fit for us, though 
it was neither defigned to be a Law upon us, nor has Words to include usj 
and has even been ena&ed long fince we had a Legiflature of our own. This 
is a Praftice we have introduced for our Conveniency * ; but that the Englijh 
Laws, fo far as I have diftinguifhed them, fhould be binding upon us, ante- 
cedent to our having a Legiflature of our own, is of abfolute unavoidable 
Neceffity. But no fuch Neceffity can be pretended, in Favour of the In- 
troduction of any religious Eftablifhment whatfoever ; becaufe, it is evident 
that different Societies do exift with different ecclefiaftical Laws, or, which is 
jfufficient to my Purpofe, without fUch as the Englijh Eftablifhment j and. 
that civil Society, as it is antecedent to any ecclefiaftical Eftablifhments, is in 
its Nature unconnc&ed with them, independent of them, and all fociai Hap-- 
pinefs completely attainable without them. 

Secondly, To fuppofe all the Laws of England, without Diftinftion, obli- 
gatory upon every new Colony at its Implantation, is abfurd, and would; 

* This Pra&i<;e is very dangerous, and is affttming little left than a legiflative Authority. 

effectually; 



222 THE HISTORY OF NE W-Y O R K. chap. iv. 

effectually prevent the Subjects from undertaking fo hazardous an Adven- 
ture. Upon fiich a Suppofition a thoufand Laws will be introduced, incon- 
fiftent with the State of a new Country, and deftru6Hve of the Planters. 
To ufe the Words of the late Attorney-General, Sir Dudley Ryder *, cc It 
" would be a£ting tlic Part of an unfkilful Phyfician, who fhould prefcribe 
" the fame Dofe to every Patient, without diftinguifhing the Variety of 
" Diftempcrs and Conftitutions. ,> According to this Do6trine, we are fub- 
jeet to the Payment of Tithes, ought to have a fpiritual Court, and impo- 
veriflied, as the firft Settlers of the Province muft have been, they were yet 
liable to the Payment of the Land Tax. And had this been the Senfe of our 
Rulers, and their Conduft conformable thereto, fcarce ever would our Co- 
lonies have appeared in their prefent flourifliing Condition ; efpecially if it 
be confidered, that the firft Settlers of raoft of them, fought an Exemption 
in thefe American Wilds, from the Eftablifhment to which they were fubjeft 
at Home. 

Thirdly y If the Planters of every new Colony carry with them the efta- 
blifhed Religion of the Country from whence they migrate -, it follows, that 
if a Colony had been planted when the Englijlo Nation were Pagans, the 
Eftablifhment in fuch Colony muft be Paganifm alone : and, in like* Man* 
ner, had this Colony been planted while Popeiy was eftablifhed in England* 
the Religion of Papifts muft have been our eftablifhed Religion ; and if it is 
our Duty to conform to the Religion eftablifhed at Home, we are equally 
bound, againft Confidence and the Bible, to be Pagans, Papifts, or Prot*ft*> 
ants, according to the particular Religion they fhall pleafe to adopt. A Doc* 
trine that can never be urged, but with a very ill Grace indeed, by any I*ro- 
teftant Minifter ? 

Fourthly, If the Church of England is eftablifhed in this Colony, it muft 
either be founded on A£ts of Parliament, or the common Law, That it 
not eftablifhed by the firft, I fhall prove in the Sequel ; and that it cannot 
eftablifhed by the common Law, appears from the following Confidcratic r 

The common Law of England, properly defined, confifts of thofegr 
Laws to which the Englijh have been accuftomed, from Time wiwitoi" thcK 
is no Memory to the contrary ; and every Law deriving i Validity i> 
fuch immemorial Cuftom, muft be carried back as far as to »h- keyji 
Richard I. whofe Death happened on the 6th \ 

* Afterwards Lord Chief Juftice of the Ring's 
Bench. Thefe were his Words, in an Opinion 
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Eftablifhment of die Church of England was not till the fifth Year of Queen 
Anne. And hence it is apparent, that the Eftablifhment of the Church of 
England, can never be argued from the common Law even in England •, nor 
could be any Part of it, fince it depends not for its Validity upon Cuftom. 
immemorial. And therefore, though it be admited, that every Englijh Co- 
lony is fubjeft to the common Law of the Realm, it by no Means follows, 
that the Church of England is eftablifhed in the Colonies ; becaufe, the com- 
mon Law knows of no fuch religious Eftablifhment, nor confiders any reli- 
gious Eftablifhment whatever, as any Part of the Englijh Conftitution. It 
does, indeed, encourage Religion; but that, and a particular Church Go- 
vernment, are Things entirely different. 

I proceed now to a Confideration of the fecond Argument infilled on, to> 
prove an epifcopai Eftablifhment in the Colonies, founded on the Aft which 
eftablifhed the Church of England, palled m die fifth Year of Queen Anne,. 
recited and ratified in the A£l for an Union of the two Kingdoms of England 
^/a/Scotland. And that this Aft does not eftablifh die Church of England in 
the Colonies, has been fo fully fhewn by Mr. Hobart *, in his Second Addrefs 
to the epifcopai Separation in New-England, that I fhall content myfelf with an 
Extraft from the Works of that ingenious Gendeman, which, with very 
fitde Alteration, is as fofiows : 

" The Aft we are now difputing about, was made in the fifth Year of 
#l Queen Ann, and is entitied, An A£l for fecuring the Church of England, 
<# as by Law eftablifhed. The Occafion of the Statute was this : The Par- 
" liament in Scotland, when treating of an Union with England^ were ap- 
** prehenfive of its endangering tiieir ecckfiaftkal Eftablifhment. Scotland 
44 was to have hut a fmall Share in the Legiflature of Great-Britain, but 
" forty-five Members in the Houfe of Commons which confift of above five 
* c hundred, and but fixteen in the Houfe of Lords, which then confifted of 
** near an hundred, and might be increafed by die Sovereign at Pleafure.. 
** The Scots, therefore, to prevent having their ecdefiaftical Eftablifhment 
" repealed in a Britifh Parliament, where they might be fo eafily out-voted. 
41 by the Englijh Members, palled an Aft previous to the Union, eftablifhing 
M the Prefbyterian Church within the Kingdom of Scotland, in Perpetuity, : 
" ancTmade this Aft an effential and fundamental Part of the Union which 
** might not be repealed, or altered by any fubfequent Britijh Parliament 5. 
* c and diis put the Englijh Parliament upon pafling this Aft for fecuring the. 
*' Church of England. Neither of them defigned to enlarge the Bounds of* 
* A Miniftcr of one of the Churches at Fairfidd in Ckmtticui. " % " 

u their/ 
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" their ecclefiaftical Conftitution, or extend their Eftablifhment farther than 
" it reached before, but only to fecure and perpetuate it in its then prefent 
" Extent. This is evident, not only from the Occafion of the Aft, but 
" from the charitable Temper the Englijh Parliament was under the Influ- 
. u ence of, when they pafled it. The Lord North and Grey offered a Rider 
" to be added to the Bill for an Union, viz. That it might not extend to an 
" Approbation or Acknowledgment of the Truth of the Prefbyterian Way 
rc of Worfhip, or allowing the Religion of the Church of Scot/and to be 
" what it is ftiled, the true Protejlant Religion. But this Claufe was rejefted. 
." — A Parliament that would acknowledge the Religion of the Church of 
" Scotland, to be the true Proteftant Religion, and allow their Afts to ex- 
<c tend to an Approbation of the Prefbyterian Way of Worfhip, though they 
<c might think it beft to fecure and perpetuate the Church of England within 
r " thofe Bounds, wherein it was before eftablifhed, can hardly be fuppofed 
4f to have designed to extend it beyond them. 

- " The Title of the A6t is exa&ly agreeable to what we have faid of the. 
" Defign of it, and of the Temper of the Parliament that pafled it. Tis 
" entitled, An A8 not for enlarging, but for fecufing the Church of England, 
" and that not in the American Plantations, but as it is now by Law ejla- 
" blifhed j which plainly means no more than to perpetuate it within its an- 
" cient Boundaries. 

" The Provijion made in the Aft itfelf, is well adapted to this Defign; 
" for it enafts, That the Aft of the 13th of Elizabeth, and the Aft of Uni- 
" formity, pafled in the 13th Year of Charles II. and all and Angular other 
" A6ls of Parliament then in Force for the Eftablifhment and Prefervation 
<c of the Church of England, fhould remain in full Force for ever s and that 
" every fucceeding Sovereign fhould, at his Coronation, take and fubferibe 
" an Oath to maintain and preferve inviolably the faid Settlement of the 
<c Church of England, as by Law ejlablijhed, within the Kingdoms of Eng- 
" land and Ireland, the Dominion of Wales, and Town of Berwick upon 
" lweed, and the Territories thereunto belonging. This Aft doth not ufe 
" fuch Expreflions, as would have been proper and even neceflary, had the 
<c Defign been to havd made a new Eftablifhment ; but only fuch as are pro- 
" per to ratify and confirm an old one. The Settlement, which the rling is 
" fworn to preferve, is reprefented as exifting previoufly to the palling this 
" A61, and not as made by it. The Words of the Oath . are, to maintain 
" and preferve inviolably the faid Settlement. If it be afked, What Settlement t 
" The Anfwer muft be, a Settlement heretofore made and confirmed by 

" certain 



tiNAKNV THE HlSf OrY OF tffiW-YORK. 225 

** certain Statutes which for' the greater Certainty and Stoirity art ehurtie- 
cc rated in this Aft, and declared to be unalterable. This is the Settlement 
<c the King is fworn to preferve, and this Settlement has no Relation tor us 
♦ c m America. Pdr the Aft, which originally made it, did not reach hither 3 
fc ind this Aft, which perpetuates them, does not extend them to us." 

It is a MiftatW "to imagine, that the Word Territories nefceflkrity means 
thefe American Colonies. " Thefe Countries are ufually in Law, as well as 
u other Writings, ftiled Colonies or Plantations, and not Territories. An 
w Irtftartee of Ais We hrfve in the Charter to the Society for propagating the 
** £bjj>etin foreign Parts 1 :' And it is the invariable Ptaftice of the Legifla T 
tort, in every Aft of Parliament, both before and after this Aft, defigned to 
affeft us, to ufe the Words Colonies, or Plantations. Nor is it to be fuppofed, 
that, in fo important a Matter, Words of fo direft and broad an Intent 
>*ould have been omited. " The Hlands of Jerfiy and Guemfey were pro- 
cc perly Territories belonging to the Kingdom of England, before the tJnion 
u took Place * and they ftand in the fame Relation to the Kingdom of Great - 
4€ Britain fince. The Chtirch of England was eliabliflied in thefe Hlands, 
41 and the Legiflarture intended to perpetuate it in them, as well as in Eng- 
* land itfelf j fo that as -thefe Hlands were not particularly named in the Aft, 
** there was Occafion to ufe the Word Territories, even upon the Suppofitkrfi, 
u that they did not defign to make the Eftablifhment more extenlive than it 
* € was before this Law paHed." Further, in order to include the Plantations 
lit the Word Territories, we muft fiippofe it always to mean every other Part 
of the Dominions not particularly mentioned in the Inftrument that ufes it, 
which is a Conftruftion that can never be admited : for, hence it will fol- 
low, that thofe Comnriffions which give the Government of a Colony, and 
<hfe Territories thereon depending in America (and this is the Cafe of every one 
of them) extend to all the American Colonies, and their Governours muft of 
Cdnfeqtlence have reciprocal Superintendencies 3 and fhould any Commiffion 
include the Word Territories generally, unreftrifted to America, by the fame 
Conftruftion the Governour, therein mentioned, might exercife an Authority 
tinder it, not only in America, but in Africa and the Indies, and even in the 
Kingdom of Ireland, and perhaps^ in the Abfence of the King, in Great- 
Britain itfelf . Wk.Hobart goes' on, arid argues againft the Eftablifhment 
from die Light hi which the Aft of Union has, ever fince it was palled, been 
considered. 

" Dr. Bijfe, Bifhop of Hereford, (fays he) a Member of the Society > 
** preached the annual Sermon, February 21, 1717, ten Years after the Aft 
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<c Qf Union took Place ; and lie fays, it would. have wfeU become the Wifdom 
Ci wherewith that great Work (the Reformation or Eftablifhment of the 
<c (^hurch of England) was conducted in this Kingdom, that this foreign Enter- 
" jrife (the Settlementof Plantations in America) alfofkoyld have been carried 
l< on by the Government in the like regular Way. But he owns the Government 
" at Home did not interpofe in the Cafe, or eftablifh any Form of Religion 
" for us. In tfruth (fays his Lordfhip) the whole was left to the Wifdom of the 
" frfi Proprietors, and to the Conduit of every private Man. Heobferves, that 
M of late Years the civil Interefthath been regarded, and ttie Dependancc of 
* f the Colonies, on the Imperial Crown of the Realm, fecured \ but then, 
with Regard to the Religion of the Plantations, his Lordfhip acknow- 
ledges, that the Government itfelf here at Home, fovereign as it is, and in- 
vejted doubt lefs with fufficient Authority there, hath not thought fit to inter-* 
) € pofe in this Matter,, oiherwife than in this charitable Way ; it bath enabled us 
u to ajk the Benevolence of all good Chriftians towards the Support of MiJJkmaries 
" to be fent among them. Thus Bifliop Bijfe thought as I do, and that the 
" Aft of Union nor any other Law prior thereto, did extend the Eftahlifh- 
" ment to the Plantations y and if the Society had not been of the fame Opi- 
u nion, they would hardly have printed ajid difperfed his Sermon. Neither 
" did the civil Rulers 0/ the Nation, who may juftly be fuppofed acquainted 
c< with its Laws, think the Aft of Union, or any other Law, eftaUifhed 
c< the Church of England in America. This is plain from the Letter of the 
" Lords Jujlices to Governor Dummer, in the Year 1725, almoft twenty 
" Years after the Union, wherein they fay, there is no regular JEflabliJbment' of 
" any national or provincial Church in thefe Plantations. ; - » ( . . } 

" If it be urged, that the King's Commiflion to the late Bifliop pf Lm- 
" don, proves an ecclefiaftical EftaWfhment here, it is fufficient to anfwer, 
" that his Lord/lip was remarkable for Skill in the Laws, fo far as they rer 
" late to ecclefiaftical Afiairs, as appears from his Codex; and he was of the 
" contrary Opinion, for in his Letter to Dr. Colman, of May 24, 1735, he 
<c writes thus: My Opinion has always been, that the religious State if New*- 
" England is founded in an equal Liberty to all Protef ants -, none of which can 
" claim the Name of a national Eftablifhment, or any Kind of Superiority aver 
" the reft. This Opinion the Bifliop gays not only fince the Aft of Union, 
41 but even feven Years after he had received his Comxnitfion $ and furely k 
" mull be admitted, that as he had Tune enough to confider it, fo he, of al} 
" others, beft underftood it." Thus far Mr. Hobart. Wkh Reijpeft to the 
Aft of Union, I beg Leave only to fubjoin, that k is highly probable the 

' ' Scotch 
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Scotch Parliament believed the Englijb intended to eftabliih their Church only 
in England. For in the Clofe of the Aft, by which they had eftablifhed the 
Prejbyterian Church in Scotland* it is declared in thefe exprefs Words, That 
the Parliament of England may provide for the Security of the Church of Eng- 
land, as they think expedient > to take Place within the Bounds of the faid Kingdom 
of England. And whatever Latitude the Word Kingdom has in common 
Speech, it, in a legal Senfe, is limited to England, propferly fo called, and ex- 
clude* the Plantations. 

Nor can we fuppofe, that the Church of England is eftablifhed in the& 
Colonies, by any Afts prior to the Aft of Union above confidered. For be- 
fides the fcveral Opinions againft fiich Supposition already adduced, it isun- 
reafonable to imagine, that if there was any fueh Eftablifhment, King 
Charles II. in direft Repugnancy thereto, ihould have made the Grant oP 
Pennjyhania, and given equal Privileges to all Religions in that Province,: 
without even excepting the Roman Catholicks; and that the Colonies o£ 
Rbode-IJlandy Connecticut* and the Mafacbufets Bay* ihould be pennited to* 
make their provincial Eftabliihments, in Opposition to an antecedent Efta- 
blifhment of the Church of England, efpecially as the Laws of the Maffa- 
cbufets Bay Province, are conftantly fent Home, and the King has the abfo- 
lute Power of repealing every Aft he ihould think improper to be continued 1 
as a Law. Whoever, therefore, coniiders this, and that the King is fworn: 
to preferve the Church of England Eftabliihment, muft neceflarily conclude, 
that whatever Sentiments may obtain among the Epifcopalians in America* 
our Kings and their Councils have always conceived that fiich Eftabliih- 
ment could by no Means be extended to us. As to Connecticut, all the Epif- 
copalians of that Colony, and even their Minifters, were legally compellable- 
to contribute to an annual Tax for the Support of the congregational Clergy v 
till of late they were favoured with a Law which grants them a Privilege of 
Exemption from that iniquitous and unreafonable Burden. But whether 
they are fubjeft to the like unchriftian Impofition in the other Colonies above- 
mentioned, I am not fufficiently acquainted with their Laws to determine *. 

The 13th Number of the Watch Tower publiihed at New-York in 1755,, 
efpoufes die lame Side with the Authour of the RefleSlor* adds feveral new* 
Arguments and the Opinions of eminent Counfel at Law, and confiders the: 

* I believe there is nojuft Caufe for the Com- Vol* p.. 139. Boftm Edit. 1753,. and the Watch* 

plaints tranfmited by the Miffionaries. Dr.Dou- Towir* N° XLI. publiihed at New-York, ini 

glafi affigns feveral Inftances of grofs Mifrepre- 1755. 
fentations andFaUhoods.-~A7</. bis Summary y 2d 
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£orce of what is advanced by the late Dr. Dmgkfs, in Favour of his Pp&jm, 
that the religious State of the American Plantations is ail tfniyeifal Toleration 
of Proteftants of every Denomination. 

. The Clergy of this Province are, in general, bi*t indifferently fupported: 
it is true they live eafdy, but few of them leaye wy Thing to their Children. 
The epifcopal Miffionaries, for enlarging the Sphere of their fecular Bufinefs, 
not many Years ago attempted, by a Petition to the late Governour Clinton 
to engrofs the Privilege of folemnizing all Marriages. A gnat Clamour en- 
fued and the Attempt was abortive. J^ore that Time the Ceremony was 
even performed by Juftices of the Fe&qe^ and the Judges at Law have de- 
termined fuch Marriages to be legal. The Governour s Licenfes now rim to 
" M Protejiant Minijlers of tbt Gofrel." Whether the Jiiftktt a& ftill, when 
tfre Banns are pjubliflied in our Churches, which is cuftpmary only with the 
Poor, I have not been informed. Marriage in a new Country ought to have 
the higheft Encouragements, and It is on this Account, perhaps, that we 
have no provincial Law agjnpft fuch as are clandestine, though they often 
happen, and, in fome Cafes, are attended with Confluences equally me- 
lancholy and mifchievous. 

As to the Number of our Clergymen* it is large enough at prefent, there 
being but few Settlements unfuppiied with a Miniftry, and fome fuperabouncl 
In Matters of Religion we are not fo intelligent, in general, as the Inhabi- 
tants of the New-Engi&fd Colonies ; but both in this Refpeft and good Mo- 
rals, we certainly have the Advantage of the Southera Provinces, One of 
the King's Inftru&ions to our Gpvernours, recommends the Investigation of 
Means for the Conversion of Negroes and Indian*. An Attention to both, 
cfpecially the latter, has been too 'little regarded. If the Miffionaries of the 
Englijh Society for propagating the Goipel, inftead of being fcated in opu- 
lent chriftianized Towns, had been fcnt out to preach among the Savages, 
unfpeakable, political, Advantages would have flowed from Juch a falutary 
Meafure. Dr. Douglafs, a fenfible, unmethodical, Writer, often incorrefl, 
experts too much * : befides, he treats the Miffionaries with Rudenefe and 
Contempt, and lafhes their Indolence with unmerciful Acrimony. 

* " Our young Miffionaries may procure a c < intermarry with the Daughter* gf 4hc S*- 

" perpetual Alliance and commercial Advan- " chems, and other considerable Indians, and 

" tages with the Indians, which the Roman Ca- " their Progeny will for ever be a certain Cement 

4( tholic Clergy cannot do, becaufe they are for- " between us and the Indians" Dougl. Sum. 

" bid to marry. 1 mean our Miffionaries may &c. Vol, If. p. 138. Bo/ltn Edit. 1 753. 
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7%* Political State. 
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THIS Colony, >ds a Fart of die King's Dominions, is fubjeft to the 
Control of the Briti/b Parliament; but its more immediate Govern- 
ment is vefred in a Governour, Council, and General Aflembly. 
n The Gowrnoua in Chief; .who are always appointed by the King's Com- 
million under, the Great >8cal of Great-Britain, enjoy a vaft Plenitude of 
Power, as may be fcen in their Patents, which are nearly the lame. The 
following, is a Copy of that to the late Sir Danvers Ojborn. 

GEORGE the Second by theGrace of God of Gnat-Briton* France zsA 
Ireland King Defender of the Faith and fo forth, Toourtrafty and w*U be* 
loved Sir Danvers Osborn Baronet Gi&eting Whereas we did by our Letters Pa- 
tent under our Great Seal of Great-Britain hearing Etete XifPeftminjier the third 
Day of July in the fifteenth Year of orin Reign oonftknfce and appoint the ho- 
norable George Clinton E&fr Captain General andGoMxnor in Chief in and 
over our Province of New-Tork and the Territories, depending thereon in jhne* 
rkaiot and during our Will and Pieafore as by the faid recited Letters Patent 
(Relation being thereunto had) may more fully and at large appear Now know 
you that we have revoked and determined and by thefe Prefcrtts dt> revoke and 
determine the faid recited Letters! Patent and every Claufe Article and Thing 
therein contained And further know you that we repeating efpecial Truft 
and Confidence in the' Prudence Courage and Loyalty of you the faid Sir 
Danvers Ojborn of our efpecial Grace pertain Knowledge and meer Motion 
have thought fit to conftitute and appoint you the fakLSir Dapvers Ojborn to 
he our Captain General and Goveriiar in Chief in and over our Province of 
New-Tori and the Territories depending thereon in America and we do here- 
by require and command you to do and execute all Things in due Manner 
that fhall belong unto your faid Command and the Truft wc have repofed in 
you according to theieveral Powers and Dire&ons granted or appointed you 
by: this ygfenl, Commiffion and die Infhru&ions. herewith given you or by 

fuch 
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fiich further Powers Inftru&ions and Authorities as fhall at any Time here- 
after be granted or appointed you under our Signet and Sign manual or by 
our Order in our Privy Council and according to (uch reafonable Laws and 
Statutes as now are in Forcd or hereafter fhall be made and agreed upon by 
you with the Advice and Confent of our Council and the Aflembly of our 
laid Province under your Government in fuch Manner ted Form as is here- 
after exprefled and our Will and Pleafure is that you the laid Sir Danvers Of- 
born after the Publication of thefe our Letters Patent do in the firft Place take 
the Oaths appointed to be taken by an A& paffed in the firft Year of our 
late royal Father's Reign intitled art Aft for. the furthervSccufky of hkl£a£ 
jelly's Perfon and Government and the Succeflion of the Grown in die Heirs 
of the late Princefs Sophia being Proteftants and for extinguifhing the Hopes 
of the pretended Prince of Wales and his open and fecret Abettors as alio 
that you make and fubferibe the Declaration mentioned in an Aft of Parlia- 
ment made in the twenty-fifth Year of the Reign: of King Charks the Second 
intituled an Act for preventing Dangers which may happen fpom Popiih Re* 
cufants and likewife that you take the ufual Oath for the due Execution of 
the Office and Truft of our Captain General and Governor in Chief in and 
over our {aid Province of New-Tork and the Territories depending thereon 
for the due and impartial Adminiftration of Juftice and further that you take 
the Oath required to be taken by Governors of Plantations to do their ut- 
moft that the feveral Laws relating to Trade and the Plantations be ohferved 
which faid Oaths and Declaration our Council in bur faid Province or any 
three of the Members thereof have hereby ffull Power and Authority and are 
required to tender and adminifter unto yob and in your Abfence to our Lieo- 
tenant Governor if there be any upon the Place all which being duly per- 
formed you fhall adminifter unto each of the Members of. our faid Council 
as alio to our Lieutenant Governor if there be any upon thb Place the Oaths 
mentioned in the faid A& entitukd an A£t for the further Security of his 
Majefty's Perfon and Government and the Succeflion of the Grown in the 
Heirs of the late Princefs Sophia being Proteftants and for extinguifhing the 
Hopes of die pretended Prince of Waits and his open and>fecret Abettors a* 
aUbr to caufe them to make and fikhfcribe the aforemeiitbneiDtidaration and: 
to adminifter to them the Oath for .the due Execution ofcthik Places and 
Tnifts. And we do hereby give and grant unto you fulLPower and Authority 
to fufpend any of the Members of our laid Council from ffting voting and 
affifling therein if you fhall find juft Caufe for fo doing and if there fhall be 
any Lieutenant Governor him likewife to fufpend fromthcOBxecuticji o£ .hja 

Command 
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(pomm^nd and to* appoint another in his Stead until our Pleafure be known 
and if it fhall at any Time happen that by the Death Departure out of our 
{aid Province or'Sufpenfion of any of our faid Councillors or otherwife there 
fli^ll be a Vacancy in our faid Council (any three whereof we do hereby ap- 
pqint tQ bq a Quorum) our Will and Pleafure is that you fignify the fame 
unto us by the firft Opportunity that we may under our Signet and Sign ma- 
nual cpnftitute and appoint others in their Stead But that our Affairs may not 
foffer at that Diftance for want of a due Number of Councillors if ever it fhould 
happen that tfrere be lefs than feven of them refuting in our (aid Province we 
#> hereby give aiyl grant unto you the laid Sir Danvers OJborn full Power and 
Authority to chufe as many Peifons out of the principal Freeholders Inhabi- 
tants thereof as will .make up the full Number of our faid Council to be fe-* 
yen and no more which Perfons fo chofen and appointed by you fhall be to all 
Jnten^s a#c} B^rpofes Councillors in our faid Provinqe until either they fhall 
be (^pnfinnqfl by us or that by jhe Nomination of others by us under our 
Sign manual and Signet our faid Council fhall have feven or more Perfons in 
it. And* we do hereby give and grant unto you full Power and Authority 
with the Advice and Confent of our faid Council from Time to Time *4 
Need fhall require to fiunmon and -call general Aflemblies of the faid Free* 
holders and Planters withiq your Government according to the Ufage of out 
Province of New-Tori. And out Will and Pleafure is that the Perfons there- 
upon duly ele&ed by the major Part of. the Freeholders of the refpe&ive 
C^mti^i and Places and jfrjetprned fhal) before th?ir Sitting take the Oaths. 
mentiqoed (i in the faid A6b intitled (^ti Aft for the further Security of his 
Majeftyjs. Perfon and Government and .the Succeffion: of the Crowp in the 
Heirs of the, late Princefs Sophia being Proteftants and for etftinguifhiftg the 
Hopes of the pretended. Prince of Wales and his open and fecret Abettors)" 
as alfo n>^ke andfubferibe. the ,$forementioned Declaration (which .Oaths 
and Declarations you fhall commiffionate fit Perfons under our Seal of Nrun 
York to tender and adminifter unfo them) and until the fame fhall be fo 
taken and fubferibed no Perfon fhall be capable of fitting though ele&ed And 
yre do hereby declare that the Perfons fo elected and qualified fhall be called and 
deemed the general Afleml?ly of that our Province and the Territories de- 
pending thereon And ypy {he faid Sir Darners OJborn by and with the Con- 
tent of our ikid Council i apd AffemWy or the major Part of them refpedtively 
fhall have full Power and Authority to make cpnftitute and ordain Laws Sta- 
tutes and Ordinances for the public Peace Welfare and good Government p£ 
our faid ^qvu^e and of, tlje People and Inhabitants thereof afldfuch others 
-' - ' ■ ■' • a, 
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as {hall refort thereto and for th6 Benefit of us our Htki arid Sfioceflbri 
which faid Laws Statutes and Ordinances are not to be repugnant but as 
near as may be agreeable to the Laws and Statutes of this our Kingdom of 
Great-Britain provided that all fuch Laws Statutes and Ordinances of what 
Nature or Duration foever be within three Months or foonef after the makffig 
thereof tranftnitted unto us under our Seal of New-York fdt our Apprtitfo* 
tion or Difallowance of the fame as alfo Duplicates thdreof by the next Con* 
veyance and in Cafe any or all of the feid Laws Statutes arid Ordinances be- 
ing not before confirmed by us fhall at any Time be difaHowed' &*£ Aot apt 
proved andfofignifiedbyusourHeirs orSucteflbis under ertrr or tftefrSigft 
manual and Signet or by Order <tf our or their Privy Council tinto yoti the 
fe«l Sir Danvers Ofbern or to the Commander in Chief of our faid Province 
for the Time being then fuch and lb-many of the faid Laws Stttutfes- and 0** 
c&nances as (hall be fo difallowed and not approved fhall firtoti 1 tlieheefbrtH 
ceafe determine and become utterly void tod of none Eflfe&arty TRJi^t^tfie 
contrary thereof notwithftanding And to the End that nothmg ma^Bd p Aflbd 
ttr done by our feid Council or Afleriibly to the Prejudice of us our Heirs or 
Secceflbrs we will and ordain that you the faid Sir Danvers OfeffrffiriA h&vi 
and enjoy a negative Voice ift the making and pafling of all Laws Si&otts 
and Ordinances as afbrefaid and you fhall and may Kkewife frbtti :f nmfe to 
Time as you fhall judge it neceflary adjourn prorogue and difldlve riff gene- 
ral Memblies as aforefaid. And our furtKfer Will ahd Pleafore is that' you 
lhatf and may ufe and keep tile public Setf cf cWr ftid Province ©P i\fa»* 
fork for fealing all Things whatfoeve* : tftat pafi the Great Seal ofc -flfi* faid 
Province under your Government Ahd we do farther give aft* grtu# unto 
you the faid Sir Danvers OJborn full Power and Authority front iFhfte to 
T ime and at any Time hereafter by yourfelf or by any other to be autho- 
rized by you in that Behalf to admmifter and give the afbrbmentSoritid O&tRs 
to all and every fuchPerfon andPerfbns as yoti fhall tffcihfc ^fft'wlfeni^itariy 
Time or Tidies pafs into ou* faid Ptovittceor fhall be refideHt or 'ifeia&i^ 
ihere. And we do forther by thefe Prefents give ahd grant unt<^|y©ii* thtf 
&«$ Sir Danvers Osborn full Power a*id Authority with the AcWcfr art* CW 
fent of our faid Councit to ere£l conftitute and effefeKfti fuch ahd? & : iflaahy 
Gctorts of Judicature and public Juffice wkhirt our laid Fitovinfc*: tthdei 
your Government as you aiid they fhall dunk fit ahd neceffar/ f&r 1 tRe hew- 
ing and determining of all Caufes as well criminal as civil actortfirtg to' Law 
and Equity and for awarding Execution thereupon with all fta&nabfe 4 and 
nttefla^y Pb^feft Authorities Fees and Privileges belonging thefefctfito as 1 alfo 

* - % tO 
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to appoint and commiffionate fit Perfons in the feveral Parts of your Govern- 
ment to adminifter the Oaths mentioned in the aforefaid Aft intitled an A£l 
for the further Security of his Majefty's Perfon and Government and the 
Succeffion of the Crown in the Heirs of the late Princefs Sophia being Pro- 
teftants and for extinguishing the Hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales 
and his open and fecret Abettors as alfo to tender and adminifter the afore- 
laid Declaration unto fuch Perfons belonging to the faid Courts as (hall be 
obliged to take the fame And we do hereby authorize and impower you to 
eonftitute and appoint Judges and in Cafes* requifite Commiflioners of Oyer 
and Terminer Juftices of the Peace and other neceflary Officers and Mini- 
fbers in our faid Province for the better Adminiftration of Juftice and putting 
the Laws in Execution and to adminifter or caufe to be administered unto 
them fuch Oath or Oaths as are ufualiy given for the due Execution and 
Performance of Offices and Places and for the clearing of Truth in judicial 
Caufes And we do hereby give and grant unto you full Power and Authority 
where you fhall fee Caufe or (hall judge any Offender or Offenders in cri- 
minal Matters or for any Fines or Forfeitures due unto us fit Objefts of our 
Mercy to pardon all fuch Offenders and to remit all fuch Offences Fines and 
Forfeitures (Treafbn and wilful Murder only excepted) in which Cafes you 
fhall likewife have Power upon extraordinary Occafions to grant Reprieves 
tp the Offenders until and to the Intent our royal Pleafure may be known 
therein. And we do by thefe Prefents authorize and impower you to collate 
any Perfon or Perfons to any Churches Chapels or other ecclefiaftical Bene- 
fices within our faid Province and Territories aforefaid as often as any of them 
fhall happen to be void. And we do hereby give and grant unto you the faid 
Sir Datroers OJborn by yourfelf or by your Captains and Commanders by you 
to be authorized full Power and Authority to levy arm mufter command and 
employ all Perfons whatfoever redding within our faid Province of New-Tork 
and other the Territories under your Government and as Occafion fhall ferve 
Yo march from one Place to another or to embark them for the refilling and 
withftanding of all Enemies Pirates and Rebels both at Sea and Land and to 
tranfport fuch Forces to any of our Plantations in America if Neceflity fhall 
require for the Defence of the fame againft the Invafions or Attempts of any 
of our Enemies and fuch Enemies Pirates and Rebels if there fhall be Occa- 
fion to purfue and profecute in or out of the Limits of our faid Province and 
Plantations or any of them and if it fhall to pleafe God, them to vanquifh, 
apprehend and take and being taken either according to Law to put to Death 
or keep and preferve- alive at your Difcretion and to execute martial Law in 

H h Time 
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Time of Invafion or other Times when by Law it may be executed and to 
do and execute all and every other Thing and Things which to our Captain 
General and Governor in Chief doth or ought of Right to belong- And 
we do hereby give and grant unto you full Power and Authority by and 
with the Advice and Confent of our faid Council to ereft raife and build m 
our faid Province of New-Tori and the Territories depending thereon fuch 
and fo many Forts and Platforms, Caitles, Cities, Boroughs, Towns and For- 
tifications as you by the Advice aforefaid (hall judge neceflary and the fame 
or any of them to fortify and furnifh with Ordnance, Ammunition and all 
Sorts of Arms fit and neceflary for the Security and Defence of our laid Pro- 
vince and by the Advice aforefaid the fame again or any of them to demolifh 
er difmaqfle as may be moft convenient And forafmuch as divers Mutinies 
and Diforders may happen by Perfons {hipped and employed at Sea during 
the Time of War and to the End that fuch as fhall be (hipped and employed 
at Sea during the Time of War may be better governed and ordered we do 
hereby give and grant unto you the faid Sir Danvers Ojborn foil Power and 
Authority to confHtute and appoint Captains Lieutenants Maften of Ships 
and other Commanders and Officers and to grant to fuch Captains Lieute- 
nants Mafters of Ships and other Commanders and Officers Commiffions to 
execute the Law martial during the Time of War according to the Direc- 
tions of two Ads the one pafled in the thirteenth Year of the Reign of King 
Charles the Second entituled an Aft for the eftablifhing Articles and Orders 
for the regulating and better Government of his Majefty's Navies Ships of 
War and Forces by Sea and the other pafled in the eighteenth Year of our 
Reign entituled an Aft for the further regulating and better Government of 
his Majefty's Navies Ships of War and Forces by Sea and for regulating Pro- 
ceedings upon Courts Martial in the Sea Service and to ufe fiich Proceedings 
Authorities Punifhments Correftions and Executions upon any Offender Or 
Offenders who fhall be mutinous feditious diforderly or any Way unruly ei- 
ther at Sea or during the Time of their Abode or Reiidence in any of the' 
Ports Harbours or Bays of our faid Province and Territories as the Cafe fhall 
be found to require according to the martial Law and. the faid Direftion du- 
ring the Time of War as aforefaid Provided that nothing herein contained 
fhall be conftrued to the enabling you or any by your Authority to hold Plea 
or have any Jurifdiftion of any Offences Caufe Matter or Thing committed 
or done upon the high Sea or within any of the Havens Rivers or Creeks of 
our faid Province and Territories under your Government by any Captain 
Commander Lieutenant Mafter Officer Seaman Soldier or other Pelfon what* 

ipever 
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Soever whofhall be in our actual Service and Pay in or on Board any of our 
Ships of War or other Veffels afting by immediate Commiffion or Warrant 
from our Commiffioners for executing the Office of our High Admiral or 
from our High Admiral of Great-Britain for the Time being under the Seal 
of our Admiralty but that fuch Captain Commander Lieutenant Mafter Of- 
ficer Seaman Soldier or other Perfon fo offending (hall be left to be proceeded 
againft and tried as their Offences fhall require either by Commiffion under 
our Great Seal of Great-BritaiH as the Statute of the twenty-eighth of 
Henry the Eighth dire&s or by Commiffion from our faid Commiffioners for 
executing the Office of our High Admiral or from our High Admiral of 
Great-Britain for the Time being according to the aforementioned Afts. 
Provided neverthelefs that all Diibrders and Mifdemeanors committed on 
Shore by any Captain Commander Lieutenant Mafter Officer Seaman Sol- 
dier or other Perfon whatfbever belonging to any of our Ships of War or 
other Veflels a&ing by immediate Commiffion or Warrant from our faid 
Commiffioners for executing the Office of our High Admiral or from our 
High Admiral of Great-Britain for the Time being under the Seal of our 
Admiralty may be tried and punifhed according to the Laws of the Place 
where any fuch Diforders Offences and Mifdemeanors (hall be committed on 
Shore notwithftanding fuch Offenders be in our afhial Service and born in 
our Pay on Board any fuch our Ships of War or other Veflels a&ing by im- 
mediate Commiffion or Warrant from our faid Commiffioners for executing 
the Office of our High Admiral or from our High Admiral of Great-Britain 
for the Time being as aforefaid fo as he (hall not receive any Proteftion for 
the avoiding of Juftice for fuch Offences committed on Shore from any Pre- 
tence of his being employed in our Service at Sea, And our further Will 
and Plealiire is that all public Monies raifed or which (hall be raifed by any 
Aft to be hereafter made within our faid Province and other the Territories 
depending thereon be iflued out by Warrant from you by and with the Ad- 
vice and Confent of our Council and difpofed of by you for the Support of 
the Government and not otherwife And we do hereby likewife give and grant 
unto you full Power and Authority by and with the Advice and Confent of 
our faid Council to fettle and agree with *he Inhabitants of our Province 
and Territories aforefaid for fuch Lands Tenements and Hereditaments as 
now are or hereafter (hall be in our Power to difpofe of and them to grant 
to any Perfon or Perfons upon fuch Terms and under fuch moderate Quit- 
rents Services and Acknowledgments to be thereupon referred unto us as you 
by and with the Advice aforefaid (hall think fit which faid Grants are to pafo 

Hh2 and 
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and be fealed by our Seal of N&w-Tork and being entered upon Record by 
fuch Officer or Officers as are or (hall be appointed thereunto (hall be good 
and effe&ual in the Law againft us our Heirs and Succeflbrs And we do 
hereby give you the (aid Sir Danvers Ojborn full Power to order and appoint 
Fairs Marts and Markets as alfo fuch and fo many Ports Harbours Bays 
Havens and other Places for the Convenience and Security of Shipping and 
for the better loading and unloading of Goods and Merchandizes as by you 
with the Advice and Confent of our faid Council (hall be thought fit and 
neceflary And we do hereby require and command all Officers and Miniftert 
civil military and all other Inhabitants of our faid Province and Territories 
depending thereon to be obedient aiding and affifting unto you the faid Sir 
Danvers Ojborn in the Execution of this our Commiffion and the Powers and 
Authorities herein contained and in Cafe of your Death or Abfence out of 
our faid Province and Territories depending thereon to be obedient aiding 
and aflifting unto fuch Perfon as (hall be appointed by us to be our Lieutenant 
Governor or Commander in Chief of our faid Province to whom we do 
therefore by thefe Prefents give and grant all and Angular the Powers and 
Authorities herein granted to be by him executed and enjoyed during our 
Pleafure or until your Arrival within our faid Province and Territories and 
if upon your Death or Abfence out of our faid Province and Territories de- 
pending thereon there be no Perfon upon the Place commiffionated or ap- 
pointed by us to be our Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief of our 
faid Province our Will and Pleafure is that the eldeft Counfellor whofe Name 
is firft placed in our faid Inftru&ions to you and who (hall at the Time of your 
Death or Abfence be redding within our faid Province of New-York (hall 
take upon him the Adminiftration of the Government and execute our faid 
Commiffion and Inftru&ions and the feveral Powers and Authorities therein 
contained in the fame Manner and to all Intents and Purpofes as other our 
Governor and Commander in Chief of our faid Province (hould or ought to 
do in Cafe of your Abfence until your Return or in all Cafes until our fur- 
ther Pleafure be known therein and we do hereby declare ordain and appoint 
that you the faid Sir Danvers Ojborn (hall and may hold execute and enjoy the 
Office and Place of our CaptauuGeneral and Governor in Chief in and over 
our Province of New-York and the Territories depending thereon together 
with all and Angular the Powers and Authorities hereby granted unto you 
for and during our Will and Pleafure. And whereas there are divers Colo- 
nies adjoining to our Province of New-York for the Defence and Security 
whereof it is requifite that due Care be taken in Time of War we have there- 
fore 
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fore thought it neceffary for bur Service and for the better Protc&ion and 
Security of our Subje&s inhabiting thofe Parts to conftitute and appoint and 
■we do by thefe Prefents conftitute and appoint you the faid Sir Danvers Of- 
born to be our Captain General and Commander in Chief- of the Militia and 
of all the Forces by Sea and Land within our Colony of Connecticut and of 
all our Forts and Places of Strength within the fame and for the better or- 
dering governing and ruling our faid Militia and all our Forces Forts and 
Places of Strength within our faid Colony of Corttiefticut we do hereby give 
and grant unto you the faid Sir Danvers OJborn and in your Abfence to out* 
Commander in Chief of our Province of New-York all and every the like 
Powers as in thefe Prefents are before granted and recited for the ruling go- 
verning and ordering our Militia and all our Forces Forts and Places of 
Strength within our Province of New-fork to be exereifed by you Ac faid 
Sir Danvers OJborn and in your Abfence from our Territories and Dominion 
of New-Tor k by our Commander iri Chitf of our Province of New-Tork with- 
in our faid Colony of CotmeSlicut for and during our Pleafure In Witnefs 
whereof we have caufed thefe our Letters to be made Patent witnefs ourfdf 
at Wejiminjier die firft Day of Auguji in the twfenty-feventh Year of out 
Reign. 

By Writ of Privy Seal, 

Yorke and Yorke* 

The Inftruftions, received with the Commiflion, are explanatory of the 
Patent, and regulate the Governour's Conduct on almoft every common 
Contingency *. 

The Salary generally granted to the Governour by. the Inftru&ions is 
1200/. Sterling out of the Revenue here.; but that being an infufficient 
Fund, the Aflembly in Lieu of it, give him annually 1560 /. Currency. The 
Perquifites perhaps amount to as much more. 

This Office was formerly very lucrative, but becomes daily lefs confider- 
able, becaufe almoft all the valuable Trafh of Land are already taken up. 

The Council, when full, confifts of twelve Members appointed by the 
King's Mandamus and Sign manual. All their Privileges and Powers arfc 
contained in the Inftru&ions. They are a Privy Council to the Governour* 
in Atts of civil Government ; and |ake the fame Oath adminiftered to the 

* The Inftiuftions arc, in Number, above * tfijngcable at the King's Pleafure, bat rarely 
a Hundred and never recorded. They are tn1tW|o any very tonfiderable Alteration. 

King's 
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King's Council in England. The Tenure of their Places is extremely preca- 
rious, and yet their Influence upon the publick Meafures very confiderable. 
In the Grant of all Patents the Governour is bound to confult them, and 
.regularly they cannot pafs the Seal without their Advice. 

They enjoy a legiflative Power, as the Lords do in Parliament ; and exer- 
cife alfo judicial Authority upon Writs of Errour and Appeals. They are 
iconvened by the Governour, and he is always prefent when they fit as a 
-Court or Privy Council, which is ordinarily at the Fort. In their legiflative 
Capacity .they meet without the Governour, and always at the City Hall. 
They fit according to their Seniority, and the eldeft Member prefent is Speaker 
of their Houfe. In a Committee the Chairman has no Voice. They can- 
not vote by Proxy, but have the Privilege of entering their Diflent, and the 
Reafons at large, on their Minutes.. Their Proceedings are very formal, 
and in nlany Refpe&s they imitate the Example of the Lords. Their Mef- 
fages to the Affembly are carried by one of their own Members, and the 
Houfe always rifes at his Entrance and receives them (landing. The Council 
never publifh their legiflative Minutes, but the Aflembly always print their 
own Votes, nor do either of thefe Houfes permit Strangers to be prefent at 
their Conventions. 

A Counfellor's Title is T%e Honourable. They ferve his Majefty without 
Salaries. The Bufmefs of the Privy Council Board is of late very much in- 
creafed, and never had fo great Weight in the Colony as at prefent -, which 
is much owing to the King's calling Lawyers of Reputation to the Aflift- 
ance of his Governours. The prefent Members are the honourable 

Cadwallader Colden, Jofepb Murray, 

Archibald Kennedy, John Rutherford, 

. yams De Lancey * lieutenant Go- Edward Holland, 

vernour, Sir William John/on, Bart. 

Daniel Horfmanden, John Chambers, 

George Clarke, jun. William Smith. 

The Bufinefs in Council daily increafes, and is now become very burden- 
ibme, being entirely tranfa&ed by a few Members. Mr. Colden refides in the 
Country; Mr. Clarke in England; Mr. Rutherford, being an Officer, moves 

# The Office of Lieutenant Governour re- Rank in Council, nor is there any Salary ac- 
quires no Service, except on the Death or in the ncxed to it. 
Abfence of a Governour in Chief. It gives no 

with 
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with the Army, and Sir William Jobnfon has his Refidence, in the Weftern 
Part of the County of Albany. 

The General Aflembly coniifts of twenty-feven Reprefentatives chofen by 
the People, in Purfuance of a Writ of Summons ifiued by the Governour. 

At the Day appointed for their Appearance, fuch as are ele&ed convent 
themfelves at the Aflembly-Chamber, in the City of Nrto-tirki and> by the 
Clerk of the Houfe, inform the Governour of their Meeting. If they are* 
above thirteen in Number, fome Perfons (generally the Judges of thefupremcL 
Court) are fent to the Ailembly-Chamber empowered by a Commifiion to 
take their Oaths and Stibfcriptions* They are then called- before his Excel- 
lency, who recommends their Choice of a Speaker. For that Purpofe they 
again retire, andcondufrthe Perfon they ele& into the Chair* which is feateA 
at the upper End of a long Table. After that he is prefented:ta his Excel* 
lettcy, in the Council-Chamber; and upon his Approbation of their Choice, 
which is of Courfe, the Speaker addrefles himfelf* to the GtfstemOilrt, and kv 
Behalf of the Houfe prays, " That their Words and Adtions may have a* 
" favourable Conflxuflion, that the Members may have free Accefs to him,. 
" and they and their Servants be privileged with a Freedom .from Arrefts" 
The Governour, after promifing thefe Things on his Part, reads his Speech* 
to both Houfes ; and, at the Requeft of the Speaker-* defivei^aCopy for the- 
Ufe of the Aflembly. 

I need not enlarge upon the CUftoms of the General- Aflembly, for they 
take the Pra&ice of the Briii/b Houfe of Commons for their Model, aadv 
vary from them in but very few Inftances. Money Bills are not returned to 
them by the Council Board r as the Lords do to the. Commons; and yet the 
Reafons for this Pra&ice are much ftronger here than at Home. When the 
Governour paflb the; Bills fent up (o him, both Houfes- are pififentm the- 
Council Chamber. It is then cuflomary for him to afk the Advice of hi* 
Council with Refpeft to every Bill, and he figns them at the Foot after thefe 
Words, " I aflent to thi&Bill, ena&ing the fame, aftd order it to be enrolled.'*' 
After that the Afts are publilhed in the open Street, near the City Hall $ his 
Excellency and the two Houfes being prefent/ 

The daily Wages of the Reprefentatives,. as regulated by fundry A&tx>£ 
Aflembly, are annexed to the following^ Lift of the ^refent Members of the- 

Houfe;. 
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Por the City and County of New- 
York. 



Paul&dtarA 
Hwty Cruger. 
William Walton, 
John Watts 



ir.d, - -J .; 

fer, 1 Efqrsj each 6 s. 
r alton, \ Diem* 
» J 



per 



City and County of Albany. 



Peter Wirme, 
Peter Dotew 



'™> iBfqrSi los.perDiem. 



West-Chester County. 

John Thomas, 7 Efqrs; 6 s. per 

Frederick PMtpfe> $ Diem. 

Suffolk County, 

Eleazer Miller, 7t?^«, «, *«. r>;„~. 
WMamNtccII, yXVf>9s.t>erD,em. 

QgEBH's County, 

King's County, 

Johannes Loft, "JEfqrsj 6 s. per 

JDemtmcuiVanderveeryi Diem. 

Ulster County, 

Johannes Jan/en, \ Efqrsj 6 s . per 
Mofes De Pew t \xm..S Diem. * 



Richmond County. 

William Walton, 1 Efqrs; 6 s. pen 
Benjamin Seaman, J Diem. 

Dutchess County. 

Orange County. 

Sheodorus Snediker, 1 Efqrs; 6 s. per 
Samuel Gale, y Diem. 

Borough of West-Chester. 
Peter De Lancey, Efq; los.per Diem. 

Townfhip of Schenectady. 
Jacobus Mynderfe, Efy 10 s. per Dienu 

Manor of Renslaerwyck. * 

John B. V. Ren/laer, Efq; 10 s. per 
Diem. 

Manor of Livingston. 

Robert Living/Ion, jun. Efq; 10 s. per 
Diem. 

Manor of Courtlandt. 

Philip Ver Plank, Efq; 6 s. per Diem. 

3 The 
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The Continuance of our Aflemblies was unlimited, till the political Strag- 
gles, which took Rife in Mr. Co/by $ Adminiftration, forced Mr* Clarke, who 
focceeded him, to pafs the Aft reftri&ing them to three Years ; but this was 
repealed by the King, and a feptennial Law enafted foon after the Arrival of 
Governour Clinton, which is ftill in full Force. 

No Colony, upon the Continent, has formerly fuffered more than ours, in 
the Opinion of the King's Minifters. This has been owing to the ill Im- 
preffions made by our Governours, who are fcarce ever difengaged from Dif- 
putes with the Lower Houfe. Our Reprefentatives, agreeable to the general 
Senfe of their Conftituents, are tenacious in their Opinion, that the Inhabi- 
tants of this Colony are entitled to all the Privileges of Englijhmen 5 that they 
have a Right to participate in the legiflative Power, and that the Seflion of 
Aflemblies here, is wifely fubftituted inftead of a Reprefentation in Parliament, 
which, all Things confidered, would, at this remote Diftance, be extremely 
inconvenient and dangerous. The Governours, on the other Hand, in ge- 
neral, entertain political Sentiments of a quite different Nature. All the Im- 
munities we enjoy, according to them, not only flow from, but abfolutely 
depend upon, the mere Grace and Will of the Crown *. It is eafy to con- 
ceive, that Contentions muft naturally attend fuch a Contradiction of Sen- 
timents. Moft of our Difputes however relate to the Support of Govern- 
tnent. Before Lord Cornburys Embezzlements, the Revenue was eftablifhed 
for a long Period, but afterwards reduced to a few Years. The violent Mea- 
fures, in Mr. Cojbys Time, led the Aflembly to the Scheme of an annual 
Provifion. Thefe are the Words of that much famed Addrefs of the Houfe, 
to Lieutenant Governour Clarke, on the 8th of September 1737, previous to 
the Change. 

% " The true Caufes of the Deficiency of the Revenue, we believe are too 
" well known to your Honour, to make it neceflary for us to fay much on 

* « Wc are no more than a little Corpora- <c haviour."— Thefe are the accurate and bright 

<c tion.— I would advife thefe Gentlemen (Af- Thoughts of the Gentleman who publiihed a 

" femblies) for the future, to drop thofe Parlia- Pamphlet, entitled, " An EJfay on tie Govern- 

<c mentary Airs and Style about Liberty and " ment of the Colonies " in 1752. Sir WlUiam 

*' Property, and keep within their Sphere, and Jones, Attorney -General to James II* was of a 

" make the beft Ufe they can of his Majefty's very different Opinion. For he told the King, 

<€ Inftru&ions and Commiffion; becaufe it " That he could no more grant a Commiffion to 

" would be high Treafon to fit and aft without " levy Money on his Subje&s in the Plantati- 

cc it, — This is our Charter. If we abufe or " ons, without their Confent by an Aflembly, 

" make a wicked Ufe of his Majefty's Favours, " than they could difcharge themfelves from their 

" we are, of them, but Tenants at Will ; we " Allegiance/' Life of Sir William Phips,/U23. 
" only hold them during Pleafure and good Be- 

I i "that 
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" that Head. Had the confpicuous Loyalty of the Inhabitants of this Pro- 
cc vince, met with a fuitable Treatment in Retiirn : it is not unlikely, but 
" we Ihould now be weak enough to aft like others before us, in being la* 
" vifh beyond our Abilities, and railing Sums unneceflary to be given; and 
€C continued the Donation, like them, for a longer Time than what was con-r 
<c venient for the Safety of the Inhabitants : but Experience has fhewn the 
<c Imprudence of fuch a Conduct, and the miferable Condition to which the 
c< Province is reduced, renders the raifing of large Sums very difficult if not 
" impra&icable. We therefore beg Leave to be plain with your Honour, 
<c and hope you will not take it amifs, when we tell you, that you are not to 
cc expeft, that we either will raife Sums unfit to beraifedi or put what we 
" fhall raife into the Power of a Governour to mifapply, if we can prevent 
€< it : nor fhall we make up any other Deficiencies, than what we conceive 
€< aire fit and juft to be paid ; or continue what Support or Revenue we fhall 
" raife, for any longer Time than one Year. Nor do we dunk it convenient 
c< to do even that, until fuch Laws are pafled, as we conceive neceflary for 
" the Safety of the Inhabitants of this Colony, who have repofed a Truft in 
" us for that only Purpofe ; and which we are fure you will think it reafon- 
" able we fhould aft agreeable to, and by the Grace of God we will endear 
" vour not to deceive them." 

The Sentiments of this Addrefs flill prevail among the People, and there-* 
fore the Succefs of the prefent Solicitations, for a permanent, indefinite, Sup- 
port, will probably be in vain. 

The Matter has been often litigated with great Fervency on both Sides, 
and the Example of the Britifo Parliament urged as a Precedent for our Imi- 
tation. To this it is anfwered, that the particular State of this Province 
differs fo widely from that of their Mother Country, that we ought not in 
this Reipeft to follow the Cuftom of the Commons. Our Conftitution, as 
fbmeobferve, is fo imperfeft in numberlefs Inftances, that the Rights of the 
People lie, even now, at the mere Mercy of their Governours j and grant- 
ing a perpetual Support, it is thought, would be in Reality little leis, than the 
Lofs of every Thing dear to them. 

It muft be confefled that many plaufible Arguments may be affigned, ii* 
Support of the Jealoufy of the Houfe. A Governour has numberlefe Oppor- 
tunities, not proper to be mentioned, for invading the Rights of the People* 
and infuperable Difficulties would neceflarily attend all the Means of Redrefs. 

By gradual Advances, at feafonable Junctures, we might have introduced - 
fuch Amendments, as would at this Day have eftablifhed a found and well 

fortified 
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fortified political Frame; but through our utter Negleft of Education, the 
ancient Aflemblies confifted of plain, illiterate, Hufbandmen, whole Views 
feldom extended farther than to the Regulation of Highways, the Deftruc- 
tion of Wolves, wild Cats, and Foxes, and the Advancement of the other 
little Interefts of the particular Counties, which they were chofen to reprefent 



CHAP. VI. 
Of our Laws and Courts, 



TH E State of our Laws opens a Door to much Controverfy. The 
Uncertainty with Refpeft to them renders Property precarious, and 
greatly expofes us to the arbitrary Decifions of bad Judges. The 
common Law of England is generally received, together with fuch Statutes, 
as were enafted before we had a Legiflature of our own. But our Courts 
exercife a fovereign Authority, in determining what Parts of the Common 
and Statute Law ought to be extended -> for it muft be admited, that the Dif- 
ference of Circumftances neceffarily requires us, in fome Cafes, to rejedt 
the Determinations of both. In many Inftances they have alio extended, as 
I have elfewhere obferved, even Acb of Parliament, palled fince we have 
liad a diftinft Legiflation, which is adding greatly to our Confufion. The 
Praftice of our Courts is not lefs uncertain than the Law. Some of the 
JLngliJh Rules are adopted and others reje&ed. Two Things therefore feem 
to be abfolutely neceflary for the publick Security. 

Firfi % The pafling an Aft for fettling the Extent of the Englijh Laws. And, 

Secondly, That the Courts ordain a general Set of Rules for the Regulation 
of the Praftice. 

To give a particular Account of our Laws civil and criminal, cannot be 
cxpefted in this Work. All Lands are held of the Crown by Socage Tenure, 
as thofe of Eaft-Greenwicb, at Home, in the County of Kent ; and the Man- 
ner of obtaining a Title to fuch as are vacant, or in the Pofleflion of the J»- 
Jians, is this : 

Formerly the Cuftom was to apply to the Governour in Council, for a 
Lkenfe to purchafe Lands of the Natives in his Majefty's Name. A Deed 
was then privately obtained from die Indian Proprietors to the King, and an-- 

I i 2 nexed 
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nexed to a fecond Petition to the Govemour, for a Warrant to the Surveyor- 
General, to make a Survey of the Quantity purchafed. Another Warrant, 
upon the Return of the Survey, was then iffued to the Attorney-General, to 
prepare a Draught of the Patent ; which being tranfmited to die Secretary's 
Office, was then engrofled upon Parchment, and the Great Seal affixed to it 
by the Governour. 

In thefe Surveys and Deeds more Lands were often included, than the 2»- 
Jians intended to fell ; and thefe Frauds being frequently complained of, an 
Order was made by the Governour and Council, in 1736, that thenceforth 
no Indian Deed fhould be taken, until the Land propofed to be granted, was 
a&ually furveyed by the Surveyor-General, or one of his Deputies, in the 
Prefence of the Indian Proprietors : that the Bounds of the Traft fhould be 
then entered in the Deed, and a Certificate endorfed, that they are agreeable 
to the Survey, and that he faw the Confideration Money or Goods, bond fide y 
delivered to the Vendors. 

The Patenting of Lands, has long been, and ftill continues to be, very 
expenfive. 

Our Law Judicatories are numerous j I begin with the loweft. 

0//& JUSTICES COURT. 

JUSTICES of the Peace are appointed by Commiflion from the Go- 
vernours, who, to ferve their Purpofes in Eleftions, fometimes grant, as 
it is called, the Adminijiration to particular Favourites in each County, which 
is the Nomination of Officers civil and military ; and by thefe Means, the 
Juftices have been aftonifhingly multiplied. There are Inftances of feme 
who can neither write nor read *. Thefe Genii, befides their ordinary 
Powers* are by A6b of Aflembly enabled to hold Courts, for the Determi- 
nation of finall Caufes of five Pounds and under; but the Parties are pri- 
vileged, if they choofe it, with a Jury of fix Men. The Proceedings are in 
a fummary Way, and the Conduft of the Juftices has given juft Caufe to 
innumerable Complaints. The Juftices have alfb a Jurifdiftion, with Re- 1 
fpeft to Crimes under the Degree of grand Larceny. For any three of diem 
(one being of the Quorum) may try the Criminal, without a Jury, and in- 
flift Punifhments not extending to Life or Limb. 

* Lord Bac$ri% Obfcrration, that there are plkable to us. Bacon's Works, Fol. Vol.11, p. 
many who count it a Credit to be burdened with 151.— The Statute of 38 Hm. VIII. limited the 
the Office of a Juftice of the Peace* is very ap- Number of Juftices to Eight in a County. 

The 
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The Sessions and Court 0/* Common-Pleas. 

THE Court of Common-Pleas takes Cognizance of allCaufes, where 
the Matter in Demand is in Value above five Pounds. It is eftablifhed 
by an Ordinance of the Governour in Council. The Judges are ordinarily 
three, and hold their Offices during Pleafure. Through the Infancy of the 
Country, few, if any of them, are acquainted with the Law. The Prac- 
tice of thefe Courts is fimilar to that of the Common-Bench at Weftminjler. 
They have each a Clerk commiflioned by the Governour, who iffues their 
Writs, enters their Minutes, and keeps the Records of the County. They 
are held twice every Year. Thefe Judges, together with fome of the Juf- 
tices, hold, at the fame Time, a Court of General Seffions of the Peace. 

^ SUPREME COURT. 

THE Jurifiiiflion of this Court extends through the whole Province! 
and its Powers are very great. For it takes Cognizance of all Caufes 
civil and criminal, as fully as the Kings-Bench and Common-Pleas at Weftmin- 
fier. In civil Controversies, the Value of the Sum demanded muft exceed 
twenty Pounds. This Court has four Terms in a Year, and always fits at 
New-Tork *. The Judges* for many Years paft, have been but three. The 
Chief Juftice has ten Shillings as a Perquifite, upon the firft Motion in every 
Caufe, together with an annual Allowance of 300 /. The fecond and third 
Juftices have alfo yearly Appointments, too inconfiderable to be worth men- 
tioning. They hold their Offices by feparate Commiffions under the Great 
Seal of the Province, which were formerly duri gj Pleafure \ but of late quant 
diu fe bene gejferint -\r. 

The Supreme Court was, at firft, eftablifhed by feveral Laws of the Pro- 
vince j but the Terms were, afterwards, directed by an Ordinance of the. 
Governour and Council* which is alterable at Pleafure. 

* The Terms commence on the third. Tuef- Governour and Council, and Criminal* fome* 
days in January, Aprils and OHober, and on the times commited by their Warrants \ for which, 
laft in July. The firft and the laft continue five Reafon fome are of Opinion, that the Judges 
Days, and the two other Terms ten. ought not to be Members of that Board, which 

t Profecutions, by Information, are often com- * is frequently the Cafe, 
raenced in the Supreme Court by Order of the 

Whether 
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Whether this Couft has a Right to determine Caufes in a Courfe of Equity, 
was a Qjieftion much litigated, during the Troubles in the feveral Admini- 
ftrations of Mr. Cofby and Mr. Clarke. Colonel Morris, afterwards Gover- 
nour of New-Jerfey, fat then as Chief Juftice upon the Bench, and delivered 
a long, argumentative, Opinion in the Negative*. The People were, in 
general, on that Side, and the Exchequer Court Bell fcarce ever rung, but 
the City was all in Confufion. Petitions againft the Court, from feveral 
Parts of the Province, came up to the Aflembly, who defired to hear Coun- 
cil ; and accordingly Mr. Smith and Mr. Murray, delivered their Opinions at 
their Requeft, both which were afterwards printed by their Order. The 
former, who fpoke firft, urged numerous Authorities, to prove that no Court 
of Equity could be legally eftablifhed except by Prefcription or an Aft of 
the Legiflature, and concluded with thcfe Words — " 'Tis with the greateft 
" Submiflion that I tender my Opinion upon thefe Points. — I have faid no- 
" thing with a Defign to offend any Man, nor have I omitted faying any 
" Thing, that I thought might tend to the publick Good. Liberavi Ani- 
cc mam meam. I have endeavoured to difcharge the Truft, and fupport the 
" Charafter, with which this Houfe has honoured me. You have my fin- 
" cere and real Sentiments, if I have erred in any Thing, it has been un- 
€< willingly. I am heartily a Friend to this Colony, and darneftly wifh its 
Profperity. I have ho Intereft in the Points in Queftion, but what are 
common to all the Freemen of this Province. I profefs the greateft Ve- 
" neration for the Laws of my Country, and am glad of every Opportunity 
" to do them publick Honour. They place our Liberties upon the firmeft 
" Bafis, and put our Properties under the fureft Protection. I rejoice in the 
fi Security that we have of a long Enjoyment of them, by the Settlement of 
c< the Succeffion in the Houfe of Hanover. — Tis the Excellency of our Con- 
* c ftitution, and the Glorjr^of our Princes, that they are fovereign over 
" Freemen, and not Slaves. Tis the Mifery of an arbitrary Government, 
u that a Man can enjoy nothing under it, that he can call his own. Life, 
" Liberty, and Property, are not his, but all at the Will and Difpofid of his 
" tyrannical Owner. I don't wonder that our Ahceftors have been always 
" fo jealous of their Liberties : How oft have they bravely fought, and 
" nobly died, in the Defence of them ? We have received our Liberties and 

, * See the printed Opinion, and the Argu- of the Supreme Court, on a Bill filed there for 

ments of Meffieurs AlexaruUr and Smith for the Governour Co/by in a Courfe of Equity. Nau- 

Defendant Van Dam adverfus the Attoraey-Ge- Ysrk printed by John P. Zcngtr^ 1733% 
neral ; in Support of a Plea to the Jurifdidfcion 

•"— £ r " our 
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" our Laws, as an Inheritance tranfinitted to us in the Blood of our Fathers. 
" How highly therefore fhould we prize and value them ! And what Care 
" fhould we take, that we and our Pofterky may enjoy them in their full 
" Extent ? If this be our happy Cafe, wejlwlljit under our own Vines and our 
" own Fig-trees, and none will make us afraid* We fhall fee our Country 
" flourifh, and ourfelves a happy People. But if an arbitrary Power over 
" our Liberties and Properties be let in upon us, but at a back Door, it 
<c will certainly drive many of us out of our Habitations -, and 'tis to be 
c< feared, will once more reduce our Country to a Wildernefs, and a Land 
" without Inhabitant : which we doubt not but this honourable Houfe will 
" take Care to prevent." 

Mr. Murray laboured to fhow that the Chancery , Kings-Bench, Common- 
Pleas and Exchequer, were of original Jurifdidtion by the Confutation of 
Englafid-, and was fearful that our Eftabliihment of thefe Courts here by an 
A& of Afiembly, would draw into Queftion our equal Rights to all the 
Liberties and Privileges of EngliJJmen. He clofed his Opinion in this 
Manner : 

" And now, Mr. Speaker, I have in the beft Manner that I was capable 
" of, performed what this honourable Houfe defired of me, in giving truly 
" my Sentiments upon the Subjefl Matter of thefe Petitions. 

" Mr. Smith, in delivering his Sentiments laft Friday, did in fb hand- 
" fome and elegant a Manner, fully prove that the People of this Colony 
" are undoubtedly entitled to the Cuftoms, Laws, Liberties, and Privileges 
of Engtijhmcn, that it was needlefs for me to attempt the Proof thereof^ 
which otherwife I fhould have done. But I do entirely agree with him,, 
in all that he faid on that Head \ and I hope I have proved that the fun— 
damental Courts, by the Laws of England, are as much Part of thofe 
Liberties and Privileges, and as much by the Cuftoms and Laws of Eng- 
land, as any other of their Liberties and Privileges arc ; and of Confe- 
quence, die People here as much entituled to thofe fundamental Courts, 
as to their other Privileges ; and have endeavoured to anfwer all the Ob- 
jeftions that I had heard were, or thought could . be, made againft our 
being entituled to the fame Courts. And upon the whole thereof, as there 
has been much talked about the Liberties and Privileges of the People, 
I would beg Leave only to propound this qne Qgeftion, who is he that ar- 
gues moft in Favour of the Liberties of 'the People ? He who affirms and 
proves, that they are entituled to thofe Liberties and Privileges, Laws an<L 
Cuftoms of England, and the good old. original Courts* that are by thofe 

" Laws, 
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" Laws, without an Aft ? or, he who argues and fays, we "are not entitled 
€i to them, until an Aft is paffed to eftablifh them ? I fuppofe the Anfwer 
c< would be given, without Hesitation, in Favour of the former. 

" But, Mr. Speaker, if it yet fhould be faid, that there is a Neceflity for 
" making A£b relating to thofe Courts, I would t>eg Leave to offer* to this 
" honourable Houfe, the Imitation of fuch Laws relating to thofe Courts, 
" as the wife Legislature of England have thought fit to make. I prefume, 
" it will not be faid, there can be a better Pattern offered for the Aflembly 
41 to go by. And it is not to be foppofed, but that the Parliament at Home 
" has made all the Regulations therein that can be thought neceflary; where- 
" as going into new Schemes and new Inventions, may be attended with 
c< many Inconveniences, which, when they happen, may not be fo eafily 
" remedied. 

" And I beg Leave to conclude, by praying that God Almighty may guide, 
" direft, and influence this honourable Houfe, in their Debates and Conful- 
cc tations upon this momentuous Affair, and that the End thereof may be 
" for the Good of all the Inhabitants of this Colony." 

The Oppofition, to the Exchequer, became now ftronger than before the 
Council were heard. And therefore, under thefe Difcouragements, the Court 
has taken Cognizance of no Caufes fince Van Dam's, nor has that indeed 
ever been determined *. 

The 

* Sir John Randolph wrote his Sentiments " taken, as the eroding of a new Court, ex- 
concerning thefe Difputes to Captain Pearfe. " empted from the Rules of Proceeding at the 
And as he was an eminent Lawyer in Virginia, <c Common Law, when the Matter might have 
I doubt not his Letter will be acceptable to the " been decided in an A&ion of the Cafe upon 
Reader. " an Indebitatus ajfumffit, which is the fettled 

" Method and moft expeditious Remedy, in 

Sir, « Cafes of that Nature. 

" By your Requeft, I have perufed and con- " Both thefe Gentlemen feem to have agreed 

4< fidered the Arguments of Mr. Smith and " in one Point, that it was neceflary to trace 

" Mr. Murray, before the General Aflembly " the Court of Chancery and the Equity Court 

4< of New-York, in Relation to the Court of " in the Exchequer back to their original Infti- 

** Equity eftabliflied there in a new Court of c< tution, in order to (hew whether the Gover- 

" Exchequer j which I perceive was done, prin- " nor of a new Plantation, hath a Power or 

" cipally, for determining a Difpute between " not to ered Courts, in Imitation of thefe 

" the Governor and the Prefidcnt of the Coun- " high and ancient Courts in England. — And 

" cil, about their Right to the Salary annexed « from their Refearches, they feem to have 

" to the Office of the Commander in Chief, « made very different Conclufions. Mr. Smith 

" whether he be the Governor or Prefident j and " rightly concludes againft the Legality of this 

*' it feems ftrange to me, that upon fuch an " Court * but Mr. Murray is afraid all muftbe 

u Occafion, fo extraordinary a Step ihould be " loft, if the four fundamental Courts, as he 

« calls 
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The Judges of this Court, according to an A& of Aflembly, are Judges 

of Nifi Prius of Courfe $ and, agreeable to an Ordinance of the Governour 

and 



« calk them, can't be obtained in Mw-lVi.— 
" I own I don't underftand the Force of this 
" Sort of Reafening, nor can I conceive, how 
" any Enquiry into the Original of the High 
" Court of Chancery* which muft after all end 
" in a racer Conjefture, can affbtd the leaft Af- 
(( fiftance, in forming a right Judgment upon 
" this Qlieffion, which muff' depend upon the 
•* particular Gonftitution of thefc foreign Go- 

* Ionics, — 

<c The Court of Chancery in England* has its 
" Being from Cuftom and Ufage, to which it 

* owes its Legality.— If it were to be erected 
« now by the King's Power it could not ftand* 
" therefore it is undoubtedly a great Abfurdity 
" to fuppofe, that upon the planting every new 
« Colony by the Subjects of England* new 
« Courts muft fpring up, as it were from the 
« Roots of the ancient Courts, and be eftablifh- 
« ed without the Confent of the Legiflature, 
" becaufe we can imitate their Methods of Pro- 
" ceeding, though we are very imperfect in 
f€ Comparifon to their Reafon and Judgment.*— 
M Then I think there is another Impropriety in 
" the Debate of this Queftion $ they would ar- 
fC gue from the Power and Prerogative of the 
* ( King, to entitle a Governor to ad in the 
" fame Manner.. I think before they turn a 
" Governor into a King, theyfhould take Care, , 
«* to provide for him the fame Sufficiency of 
" Wifdom and as able a Council ; therefore I 
f( muft fuppofe,.. a. mighty Difference between 
•« the Power of a King and the Governors a- 
« broad.— Their Inftru&ions as to the eredting 
« of Courts, . or the Authorities granted in their 
M Patents for that Purpofe, are not now, as 
«* they wire in the Beginning, when there were 
" no Courts; but proper Judicatures being long 
" fince eftablifhed, there is an End of their 
" Power in that Refpe&» and if any. Alteration 
" is found neceflary, it muft certainly be done 
" by the Confent of the Legiflature. The 
" Kings of England have always, fo far as I 
" am acquainted with the Hillary of the Plan. 



Cf tations, ufed a particular Tendernefs in the 
" Bufinefs of erecting their Courts of Judica- 
<c ture, by directing their Governors, to take 
" the Advice of the General Aflemblies in that 
w Matter, and I dare fay, that if the Patents 
" and Inftru&ions of the Governor of New- 
(c Tori were to be infpected, no fufficient War- 
<€ rant will be found in them, to exercife this 
c< high Power of fetting Up new Courts. But 
" be that as it will, this is moil manifeft, that 
" fetting up one or more Men, with Power to 
" judge Men's Properties, by other Rules than 
" thofe of the Common Law, by which alone 
" we of the Plantations muft be governed, muft 
" fubjed the Eftates of that People to an ajbi- 
" trary Rule, fo far as they are reftrained from 
" appealing to an higher Jurifti£ion, and may 
" enflave them to the weak, if not corrupt, 
c< Judgments of thofe Men. — It really feems 
u to be a lingular Misfortune to the People of 
" New-York* that a Queftion of this Nature 
" fhouldbe fo far countenanced, as to become 
" a Subjedk of Argument, wheiv I believe, in 
" any other Colony, it would not have been 
" thought a Matter of any Doubt or the leaft 
" Difficulty. But above all, it is moft extra- 
u vagant, that a Court of Equity ftiould be 
"ere&ed, for the Trial of aCaufe, of which,. 
u without doing Violence to its Nature, it can- 
" not have any Jurifdidtion ; and I have won- 
't dered, in fo warm a Debate, that this Point 
M has been pafled over* — I think nothing could 
" entitle the Coiut of Equity,- to proceed in the 
u Caufe between the Governor and Van Dam* 
<c - unlet there was a Want of Proof, of Fan Dam's 
" receiving the Money* in Difpute, which I fup- 
." pofe is impoffible, fince it muft have iffued out 
<€ of the publick Treafuiy of the Province.— 
" If I had been to have argued this Point, I 
." (hould .have taken a . very different Method 
" from thofe Gentlemen. Inftead of taking Yo 
"•much, Pains, in running through fo many 
" Book Cafes, to fettle what the Cvhftkution 
" of England is* I would have ftattd the Con-- 
Kk ftitution- 
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and Council, perform a Circuit through the Counties onor every Yean They 
carry with them, at the lame Time, a Commiflion of Oyer and Terminer md 
General Jail Delivery , in which fome of the County Justices are joined. 

The Judges and Praftifers in the Supreme, and all other Courts, wear no 
peculiar Habits as they do at Weftminjler-Hall and in ftrofe of the Weft- India 
lilands ; nor is there, as yet, any Diftinftion or Degrees among the Lawyers. 

The Door of Admiflion into the Pra&ke is too open. The ufual Prepa- 
ratories are a College or Univerfity Education, and three Years Apprentice- 
fhip; or, without the former, feven Years Service under an Attorney. In 
either of thefe Cafes, the Chief Juftice recommends the Candidate to thp 
Governour, who thereupon grants a Licqnie to praftice under his Hand and 
Seal at Arms. This being produced to the Court, the ufual State Oaths and 
Subfcription are taken, together with an Oath for his upright Demeanour, 
and he is then qualified to practice in every Court in the Province. Into the 
County Courts, Attornies are introduced with ftill lefe Ceremony. For our 
Governours have formerly licenfed all Perfons, how indifferently foever re- 
commended $ and the Profeflion has been fhamefully diigraced, by the % Ad- 
million of Men not only of the meaneft Abilities, but of ti*e loweft Era- 

c< ftitutton of this particular Government, as it C€ ter has been omitted, Which wtrirtdhave been 

** is grounded either upon Treaties or Grants " of great Ufe to thofe, who are' unacquainted 

" from the Crown of England; for as New- u with the Fafts, in forming a Judgment m this 

" Tork was a conquered Country, it is very pro- " Cafe. — J can't forbear obferving a mighty 

M bable, fomething may have been ftipulated, " Weaknefs in the Lawyers of Ntt»-Tork % in 

u betweert the States General and Crown of u blindly following a common Error, in Rela- 

« England, in Behalf of the Subjeib of Holland, « tion to the Statutes of England being in Force 

cc which were left there in Pofleffion of their " there ; whereas there is no Foundation in 

« Eftafees, and fo became Subje&s to England. — <c Senfe or Reafon for fuch an Opinion. The 

€< If there was any fuch Treaty, that muft be M Common Law muft be the only Rule, and if 

" looked upon as the Fundamental Law of the " we wade into the Statutes, no Man can tell 

" Province; and next to that, the King's Char- " what the Law is. It is certain all of them 

" ten muft take Place. — I don't at all doubt, " can't bind, and to know which do, was al- 

*• but fome Way or other, the Common Law " ways above my Capacity.— Thofe that are 

" was eftablifhed there, and if not, as there is « declarative of the Common Law, fcrve us 

" a Legislature, I fuppoie it is adopted by the " rather as Evidences, than by any binding 

« Country ; for there is undoubtedly, a « Quality as Statutes. 
" great Difference between the People of a con- 
" quered Country, and Colonies reduced by the " lam, Sir, 

" King's Confent by the Subjeds of England. 

« The Common Law follows them wherever " Your rooft obedient Servant, &c. 

(€ they go, but as to the other, it muft arife ei- 

«« ther from Treaties or Grants; therefore it is " John Randolph." 

" a Pity, every Thing in Relation to this Mat- 

ployments. 
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ploymcnts. The prcfent Judges of the Supreme Court are the honourable 
(for that is their Title) 

James De Lancey, Efq; Chief Juftice. 
John Chambers, Efq* fecond Juftice. 
Daniel Horfmanden, Efq$ third Jufticd. 

They have but two Clerks ; one attendant upon the Supreme Court at New- 
Tork, and the other on the Circuits. The former feals all their Procefs and 
is Keeper of the Records. 

The COURT 0/ ADMIRALTY. 

THE only Officers of this Court are the Judge, or Commiflary,. the* 
Regifter and Marfhal. The prefent Judge, Lewis Morris, Efqj has,, 
by his Comraillion *, a Jurifdi&ion in all maritime Affairs, not only here, 
but in the Colonies of New-Jerfey and CmneSicut. The Proceedings befora 
him are in Englijh, and according to the Courfe of the Civil Law. 

tti PREROGATIVE COURT. 

THE Bufinefs of thb Court relates to tifieProbate of laflr Wills and 
Teftamente,, and the Grants of Letters of Adminiftration on Intes- 
tates Eftates. The Pbwers* relative to thefe Matters, are commited to the 
Governour, who a&s ordinarHy by a Delegate, 

I7>e Court of tie Governour and Council. 

THE Authority of this Court is beft feen in the Iailruftion on which 
it depends* 
" Our Will and Pleafure is, that you, or the Commander in Chief of our 
" faid Province, for the Time being, do all in Civil Caufes^ on Application 
* being made to you, or the Commander in Chief for the Time being, for 
" that Purpofe,, permit and allow Appeals, from any of the Courts of' 
" Common: Law in our faid Province, unto you or the Commander in Chief,. 

* It is under the Seal of the Admiralty^ and dated January i6, 1738. 

K k 2 " and 
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c< and the Council of our faid Province j* and you are, for th&t Pmpofe, to 
" iflue a Writ, in the Manner which has been ufually accuftomed, return- 
<c able before yourfelf and the Council of our faid Province, who are to 
" proceed to hear and determine fuch Appeal ; wherein fuch of * our laid 
" Council, as (hall be at that Time Judges of the Court from whence fiich 
" Appeal fhail be fo made, to you our Captain General, or to the Com- 
<c mander in Chief for the Time being, and to our faid Council, as afore- 
cc faid, fhall not be admitted to vote upon the faid Appeal s but they may, 
<c .neverthelefs, be prefent at the hearing thereof, to give the Reafons of the 
c< Judgment given by them, in the Caufes, wherein fuch Appeals fhall be 
<c made. 

cc Provided neverthelefs, that in all fuch Appeals, the Sum or Value ap- 
" pealed for, do exceed the Sum of * three hundred Pounds Sterling ; and 
" that Security be firft duly given by the Appellant, to anfwer fuch Charges, 
* as fhall be awarded in Cafe the firft Sentence be affirmed ; and if either 
" Party fhall not reft fatisfied with the Judgement of you, or the Com- 
<c mander in Chief for the Time being, and Council as aforefald, our Will 
u and Pleafore is, that they may then appeal unto us in our Privy Council. 
c< Provided the Sum or Value fo appealed for unto us, exceed five hundred 
" Pounds Sterling, and that fuch Appeal be made within fourteen Days 
" after Sentence, and good Security given by the Appellant, that he will 
u effe&ually profecute the fame and anfwer the Condemnation, and alfb pay 
V iiich Cofts and Damages, as fhall be awarded by us, in Cafe the Sentence 
9 c of you, or the Commander in Chief for the Time being, and Council be 
€€ affirmed. Provided neverthelefs, where the Matter in Queftion relates 
" to the taking or demanding any Duty payable to us, or to any Fee of 
" Office, or annual Rent, or other fuch like Matter- or Thing, where the 
" Rights in future may be bound, in all fiich Cafes, you are to admit an 
" Appeal to us in our Privy Council, though the immediate Sum or Value 
<c appealed for, be of a lefs Value. And it is our further Will and Pleafure, 
" that in all Cafes, where, by your Inftruftions, you are to admit Appeals 
" to us in our Privy Council, Execution be fufpended, until the final Deter- 

* Before the Arrival of Sir Damns OJiom y Country few Contralto are equal to the Sums 

Appeals were given to the Governour andCoun- mentioned in the Inftru&ion, and therefore an 

cil, in all Caufes above ioo/. Sterling, and to uncontrolable Authority in our Courts may be 

the King in Council, in all thofe above 300 /. dangerous to the Property and Liberties of the 

Sterling. By this Inftru&ion, the Power of the People. Proper Checks upon Judges preferve 

Supreme Court and of the Governour and Coun- them both from Indolence and Corruption, 
cil, is prodigioufly augmented. In this Infant 

" mination 
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" raination of fiich Appeals, unlefs good and fufficient Security be given by 
cc the Appellee, to make ample Reftitution of all that the Appellant fhall 
" have loft, by Means of fuch Judgment or Decree, in Cafe upon the De- 
" termination of fuch Appeal, fuch Decree or Judgment fhould be reverfed, 
€t and Reftitution awarded to the Appellant." 

The COURT of CHANCERY. 

OF all our Courts, none has been more obnoxious to the People than 
, this. There have been (as I have already (hewn) few Adminiftrations 
fince its firft Ere&ion, in which our Affemblies have not expreffed their Dis- 
approbation of its Conftitution by Ordinance, and theExercifex>f the Chan- 
cellor's Power by the Governour. During the Adminiftration of Governaur 
Cojby, a. Bill was filed by Sir Jofepb Eyles and others, to vacate the oblong Pa- 
tent granted by his immediate Predeceflbr to Hauley and Company. The De- 
fendants excepted to the Govemour's Jurifdi&Lwi, but being over-ruled, they 
reforted to the Affembly with a Complaint, and the Houfe, on the 6th oi 
November 1735, refolved, 

" That a Court of Chancery in this Province, in the Hands or under the 
cc Exercife of a Governor, without Confent in General Affembly, is contrary 
€< to Law, unwarrantable, and of dangerous Confequence to the Liberties 
" and Properties of the People." 

The fame Sentiments obtained among the People in Mn Clarke's Time, as 
is very evident in the memorable Addrefs of the Affembly, in 1737, a Part 
of which, relative to the Court of Chancery, is too Angular to be fupprefled. 
" The fettling and eftablifhing of Courts of general Jurifdiftion, for the 
due Adminiftration of Juftice, is neceflary in *very Country, and we con- 
ceive they ought to be fettled and eftablifhed, by the A6b of the whole Le- 
giflature, and their feveral Jurifdi&ions and Powers by that Authority 
4€ limited and appointed, efpecially Courts that are to take Cognizance of 
41 Matters in a Courfe of Equity. — This has been the conftant Pra&ice in 
" England, when new Courts were to be eredted, or old ones to be abolifhed 
€< or altered ; and the feveral Kings of England, in whofe Reigns thofe Adto 
€< were made, never conceived, that the fettling, erefting, or abolifhing Courts, 
" by Afts of the Legiflature, had any Tendency to deftroy or in the leaft to 
" diminifh their juft and legal Prerogatives.— It was the Method in Ufe here, 
" both before and fince the Revolution, and particularly jecoramended to 
2 " the 
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the AfTembly to be done in that Manner, by a Meflage from Governor 
Slougbter and Council, on the 15th Day of April 1691. He was the firft 
Governor fince the Revolution •, and the Governors that fince that Time 
affented to thofe A6ls, we fuppofe, never in the leaft imagined, Aey were 
giving up the Prerogative of their Mailers when they gave that Aflent ; 
nor did we ever learn that they were cenfured for doing fo. — On the con- 
trary, the conftant Inftru&ions, that have from Time to Time been given 
to the Governors of this Province, feem clearly to point out the doing of 
it, by Acts of the Legiflature, and not otherwife, as may be gathered 
from the Inftruftion, for the ere&ing of a Court for the determining of, 
fmall Caufes, by which there are pofitive Direftions given to the Gover- 
nors, to recommend it to the Aflembly, that a Law fhould be pafled for that 
Purpofe ; but notwithftanding thefe Dire&ions, given in direft and cx- 
prefs Terms, the Governors never would apply for fuch an Aft, but ereft- 
ed that Court by an Ordinance of themfelves and Council, as they did 
the Court of Chancery, which had before that Time beeij eretted by Afts 
of the Legiflature in another Manner. — They could riot be ignorant, 
what Diflatisfa&ion the erefting of a Court of Chancery in that Manner, 
gave the Generality of the People. — This was very manifeft, by the Re- 
folves of the General Aflembly, at the Time of its firft being fo erefted* 
and often fince, declaring the Illegality of fuch a Proceeding. And though 
thefe Refolves, have been as often as made, treated by the Governors with 
an unreafonableDifregard and Contempt of them, yet to Men of Prudence, 
they might have been effe&ual, to have made them decline perfifting in a 
Procedure, fo illegal and fo generally diflatisfa&ory ; and which (as they 
managed it) proved of no Ufe to the Public or Benefit to themfelves. For 
as few of them had Talents equal to the Tafk of a Chancellor, which 
they had undertaken to perform, fo it was executed accordingly. Some 
of them being willing to hold fuch a Court, others not, according as they 
happened to be influenced by thofe about them. So that were it really 
eftablifhcd in the moft legal Manner (as it was not) yet being in the Hands 
of a Perfon not compellable to do his Duty, it was fo managed, that the 
extraordinary Delays and fruitlefs Expence attending it, rendered it not 
only ufelefs, but a Grievance to the Inhabitants, efpecially thofe, who 
were fo unfortunate as to be concerned in it : which we hope you think 
with us, that it is high Time fhould be redrefled. 

" Your Honour well knows, that the eftablifhing that Court, in the Man- 
ner it has been done, has been a Subject of Contention, between the Go- 

u vernors 
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c< vernors and the Aflembly ; and fince it is confefled by all, that the efta- 
blifhing both of that, and other Courts, by Aft of, the Legiflature, is in- 
difputably legal, and gives them the moft uncontrovertible Authority ; and 
if unquestionably legal, what is fo, cannot be deftruftive of his Majefty's 
c< Prerogative. — We therefore hope, you will make no Scruple of aflenting 
" to this Bill, to put an End to a Contention, that has not been, nor will 
" be, while it continues, beneficial to his Majefty's Service." — 

From this Time, the Chancery has been unattacked by the Aflembly, but 
the Bufinefs tranfa&ed in it is very inconfiderable. A Court of Equity is 
abfolutely neceflary, for the due Adminiftration of Juftice 5 but whether pri- 
vate Property ought to be in the Hands of the Governours, I leave others 
to determine *• As the publick Bufinefs of the Colony increafes, few of 
them, I believe, will be ambitious of the Chancellor's Office, as they have 
not the Afliftance of a Mafter of the Rolls. The prefent Officers of this 
Court (which is always held in the Council-Chamber at the Fort) are, his 
Excellency Sir Charles Hardy, Knt. Chancellor, two Mafters, two Clerks, 
one Examiner, a Regifter, and a Serjeant at Arms, and not one of them has 
a Salary. In our Proceedings we copy after the Chancery in England, and 
indeed in all our Courts, the Practice at Home is more nearly imitated in 
this and New-Jerfey> than in any other Province upon the Continent. Few 
of our Aflemblies have been capable to concert any new Regulations of this 
Kind ; and hence the Lawyers have had Recourfe to the Englijb Cuftoms and 
Forms, which they have generally adopted. 'While the New-England Colo- 
nies, through the fuperior Education of their Reprefentatives, have intro- 
duced numberlefs Innovations, peculiar to tliemfelves * the Laws of our 
Mother Country have gradually obtained here, and, in this Refpeft, the 
Publick has perhaps received Advantages, even from the Ignorance of our 
Anceftors. 

* Some arc of Opinion, that the Governour's Jurifdiction in this, and the Spiritnal, or Pren- 
gativey Court are incompatible. 
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